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Introduction 

East Palo Alto's 
Historic Resources Inventory 
Until recently, few have been aware of the lasting mark East Palo Alto's rich and 
sometimes unusual history has left on its landscape. In 1991, the East Palo Alto 
Historical and Agricultural Society (EPA HAS) approached the San Mateo County 
Historical Association about the possibility of conducting a survey of East Palo 
Alto's historic resources. 

Since 1988, the San Mateo County Historical Association and the County's 
Historic Resources Advisory Board have sponsored a program that assists local 
governments and community groups in the assessment of their city's historic sites 
and structures. The primary means of achieving this has been through the historic 
resources inventory. The Historical Association secured funding from the 
Peninsula Community Foundation to finance the survey of East Palo Alto, which 

'.:. began in 1992. Under the auspices of the Historical Association, a team of 
architectural historians, East Palo Alto residents, and volunteers has combed the 
city, street by street, to identify and evaluate the city's historic resources predating 
World War II. 

East Palo Alto's History 

The site that is now East Palo Alto has supported human settlement for over two 
millennia. Its earliest inhabitants were the Ohlone Indians, followed by Spanish 
ranchers, Gold Rush-enriched land speculators, and dairy farmers. In 1916, a 
utopian agricultural community known as Runnymede was established there as 
an idyllic alternative to urbanized industrial life. As Runnymede declined with 
the Depression, Italian and Japanese flower growers began to arrive. Following 
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World War II, new subdivisions suburbanize.d the area and the population 
swelled. 

By the mid 1950s, African American families began to move into the new 
developments, and the community became one of the most explosive sites of 
desegregation in the Bay Area. The city incorporated in 1983, and over the past 
decade the influx of Latinos and Pacific Islanders has contributed to the 
multicultural community the city is today. 

Why Document Historic Resources? 

Signs of the culturally and economically diverse people that have made East Palo 
Alto their home over the past century are woven into East Palo Alto's 
contemporary fabric. Remnants of the past enrich its texture and contribute to the 
city's distinctive sense of place. Yet the inherited historic landscape is part of a 
continuous process of transformation. As conditions change and new needs arise, 
East Palo Alto is faced with the problem of how to adapt its historic sites and 
structures to new conditions. This raises questions about the role of historic 
resources in contemporary planning. Which should be preserved for their 
historical and/ or architectural value, and which may rightly give way to new 
development? 

An historic resources inventory provides infonnation that will help in addressing 
this issue. It indicates which structures and sites are connected to historical events 
or people who were instrumental in shaping the community; which are 
representative of particular phases of the city's development; and which have 
special architectural significance. Because a city's history is a vital part of its 
identity, the historic resources inventory not only documents its past but provides 
a resource for decisions about its future. 

The Historic Resources Inventory 

This inventory provides information about East Palo Alto's history and the 
various types of historic resources that exist in the city today. By "historic 
resources" we mean landmarks, buildings, and sites that have historical or 
architectural significance to the community. The survey's documentation is 
composed of two sections, a report describing the survey and outlining East Palo 
Alto's history; and detailed infonnation about selected structures and sites. 
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Section I, which is the report you are now reading, includes a description of the 
survey and how it was conducted, an outline of the evaluation standards used, a 
discussion of preservation options, and an account of East Palo Alto's history. 
There is also a guide to styles found in East Palo Alto, and a glossary of 
architectural terms. The appendices list some of the city's distinctive buildings by 
type and indicate street name changes. 

Section 2 provides detailed documentation of the historic resources selected for 
their particular historical or architectural significance. The documentation 
includes a photograph and description of each site and an evaluation of its 
significance, plus basic factual information such as its date of construction, its 
current owner, and its present use. The State Office of Historic Preservation has 
provided the form (DPR 523) on which this information is recorded. Copies of the 
forms may be found at the State Office of Historic Preservation, the San Mateo 
County Historical Association, the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural 
Society, and the city of East Palo Alto. 

East Palo Alto's Historic Resources 

East Palo Alto has over 450 structures and sites that are more than fifty years old. 
Most of these were constructed during the 'teens, 'twenties, and 'thirties of this 
century. This historic resources inventory discusses several different types of 
resources that represent various phases of East Palo Alto's history. These include: 

» Ohlone sites, including remains and artifacts excavated from the 
University Village subdivision in the 1950s. Though these 
have been removed from East Palo Alto, they represent an 
important aspect of the area's past. 

» 19th-century artifacts: Jack Farrell Park, the site of a brick 
factory's clay pit; the sandstone Pulgas East Base Monument; 
and a single 19th-century building. 

» The remnants of Runnymede, an agricultural colony dating from 
1916 through the 1920s: many one acre lots, small"garden 
homes," poultry houses, and tankhouses. 

» Vacation cottages used by people from the city for week-end and 
summer vacations. 

» Suburban houses of the 19208 and 19308, including bungalows 
and houses in "period revival" styles. 
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»Greenhouses, representing the early phases of flower growing in 
East Palo Alto. 

» Early commercial structures predating the widening of highway 
101 in the 1950s. 
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Chapter 1 

The Survey Process 

The Survey's Focus 

Geographic scope. This historic resources inventory focuses on the area within East 
Palo Alto's current city limits. The definition of East Palo Alto as a geographic 
area has shifted over time. Until 1983, East Palo Alto was an unincorporated 
portion of San Mateo County. At various times it was known as Ravenswood 
and/ or Runnymede, until the 1920s when the area that is now East Palo Alto 
came to be known by that name. Even while it was unincorporated, East Palo Alto 
had a distinct identity that distinguished it from the neighboring towns of Palo 
Alto and Menlo Park. The East Palo Alto area's boundaries once stretched further 
than they do now. As Palo Alto and Menlo Park annexed portions of East Palo 
Alto at various times, the city assumed its current dimensions. Although the 
structures selected for documentation are all within the area that is technically 
now East Palo Alto, this study places the city within its regional context. 

Focus. During the course of this inventory, surveyors combed the entire city of 
East Palo Alto for structures and sites with particular meaning and significance
architectural, historical, or cultural. This resulted in a list of different types of 
resources representing nearly every phase of East Palo Alto's history. In this 
sense, this historic resources inventory is comprehensive. 

At the same time, this survey is also thematic. The structures and spaces of 
Runnymede, also known as the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony, form the core of 
the survey. Most of East Palo Alto's oldest structures were once part of this 
utopian colony, which covered much of the area that comprises the city today. As 
a result, the remnants of Runnymede dominate the survey through sheer 
numbers. But there are other reasons for making Runnymede the survey's focus. 
Though many of Runnymede's structures have vanished, the comprehensive plan 
for the colony's layout continues to shape East Palo Alto's current landscape. 
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In addition to having a lasting impact on East Palo Alto itself, Runnymede is also 
an important chapter in California's history. The formation of Runnymede was 
part of a larger back to the land movement, known as the "Little Landers," active 
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A close look at 
Runnymede reveals much about the movement as a whole. 

Runnymede's remnants also warrant careful documentation because the area in 
which they are located is now in a state of transition. The one-acre lots that 
characterized Runnymede provide tempting space for high-density development. 
Many small cottages and agricultural structures have already been torn down to 
make way for crowded enclaves of larger houses, and more lots have been 
subdivided to prepare for more development. It is essential to have an 
understanding of the rich historic resources in this area in order to make informed 
decisions about the area's future. 

Runnymede developed in four different sections, each with a slightly different 
character. We have selected representative properties from each phase, including 
agricultural structures as well as houses. Because Runnymede's overall layout 
was carefully planned to facilitate the colony's operation, spaces here are as 
important as structures. 

With Runnymede as the survey's heart, we have also included a small selection of 
sites representing other periods in East Palo Alto's history. These include 
nineteenth-century resources, commercial structures, late 1920s and 1930s 
suburban houses, and a greenhouse. The list includes what we believe to be 
among the best examples of their types. Below we outline the basis for these 
choices. 

Selection Criteria. Generally speaking, the National Register's criteria for 
evaluation provided the basis for the selection of structures included in this 
survey. Sites were chosen for at least one of the following reasons: their 
association with significant historical events or people; their potential to provide 
historical information; or their architectural significance, such as representing a 
particular type, time period, mode of construction, work of a noted architect, or 
artistic value. Properties with these characteristics should also have become 
significant more than fifty years ago, and they must retain their historical 
integrity. That is, they should maintain their original location and they should not 
have been significantly altered in materials or workmanship. 
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Although these criteria provided the guidelines for o.ur selections, there are a few 
instances where we departed from them. In the case of East Palo Alto's 
commercial buildings, for example, we selected a few that are slightly less than 
fifty years old. Some of these are now in an area that is under consideration for 
redevelopment. Because they represent an important phase of the city's history, 
these threatened resources need to be documented. The survey also includes a 
greenhouse constructed in the mid 1940s. One of the earliest remaining 
greenhou')es in the area, this structure was incorporated because none survive 
from the prewar period; yet because East Palo Alto's greenhouses represent a way 
of life that is now rapidly vanishing, they ought to be documented. In a few cases, 
we have also chosen structures or sites that do not maintain their historical 
integrity in the strictest sense. Though we are concerned with their significance at 
a given historical moment, we also wish to note their role in history as a process of 
change - how successive populations have transformed their inherited 
landscape. 

Contexts 

An integral part of the survey process was the construction of an overview of East 
Palo Alto's history. This resulted in the historical narrative that forms Part 2 of the 
report you are now reading. One of the purposes of this historical outline is to 
provide a context for the historic resources documented in this inventory. On each 
historic resources inventory form, under the heading "Significance and 
Evaluation," the documented site's context is indicated. For example, the Spanish 
Colonial Revival building at 1945-7 University Avenue is an excellent 
representative of commercial architecture in East Palo Alto. It relates to the theme, 
"Highway 101 and East Palo Alto's Business District" which is discussed at 
greater length in the historical section of this document. As a retail store, it may 
also be compared with other similar structures in East Palo Alto. The inventory 
form outlines this building'S significance in this context, but for more information 
the reader may also turn to the "Highway 101 and East Palo Alto's Business 
District" section in this report. This makes it possible to discover the 
interconnections between the phases of East Palo Alto's history and the sites th?t 
are part of the city's current fabric. 

In this report, the history of East Palo Alto has been organized into the following 
themes: East Palo Alto before 1916 (the Ohlone, Spanish Ranchos/late ninteenth
century rural East Palo Alto, and early twentieth century developments); 
Runnymede (also known as the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony); and East Palo 
Alto since 1920 (suburbanization in the 1920s and 1930s; the flower growers; post 
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World War II subdivisions; Highw2.. y 101 and the business district; industry; and 
desegregation and incorporation). 

Though this provides a broad overview of East Palo Alto history, not every theme 
corresponds to a documented site. This is espedally true of the postwar period. 
Because they are too recent to fall within the scope of this survey, resources 
associated with the city's history after World War II have not been inventoried. 
Yet it is essential to discuss East Palo Alto's more recent history for two reasorlS. 
First of all, because the postwar period transformed the older fabric to such a 
great extent, it is important to be aware of more recent developments in order to 
understand the remnants of the past. Secondly, postwar events, which have 
played a significant role in shaping East Palo Alto as it is today, have generated 
sites that are of considerable importance to the contemporary community. At 
some point, these deserve documentation. Our hope is that the postwar events 
outlined in the historical overview will provide a context which can be more 
richly developed in the future. 

Methodology 

How the survey was conducted. This survey was conducted according to guidelines 
and procedures established by the the California Office of Historic Preservation 
and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The inventory process began 
with a "windshield survey,"a drive through East Palo Alto to make a general 
assessment of its historic resources. The next step was to select the sites to be 
included in the survey's documentation. A much more thorough exploration of 
the city, coupled with archival research, resulted in a list of structures and sites 
with particular historical and/or architectural significance. These were then 
photographed, described, documented, and evaluated through field work, 
interviews, and archival research. Finally, the information accumulated about 
each structure was recorded on an historic resources inventory form designed by 
the California Office of Historic Preservation. The history of East Palo Alto, 
included in this report, was researched and written during the survey process to 
provide the context for understanding the documented structures. 

The role of staff and volunteers. Professional staf( a community liaison, and 
volunteers were involved in the survey process. The community liaison provided 
information and guidance during the survey process, and was instrumental in 
conducting on-site interviews and providing input on this report. Two volunteers, 
b.oth with training in architecture, photographed many of the structures included 
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in the survey. Two student volunteers contributed to, the historical section of this 
report through archival research. The professional staff coordinated the survey, 
researched and documented the individual structures, wrote the significance 
statements and physical descriptions of the structures, and wrote the final report. 

Resources 

Reconstructing the various phases of a city's historic landscape is like putting 
together a puzzle. One of the best sources of information, of course, is the city 
itself. Careful study, street by street, begins to reveal patterns of development and 
prevalent architectural types. An old tankhouse in the middle of a suburban 
development may indicate that a farm once existed there. Or a streamlined market 
near the freeway may provide a clue to an entire commercial district, since 
obliterated. Archival sources and interviews help to fill out the picture. 

The archives of the San Mateo Country Historical Association (SMCHA) yielded 
rich materials on the history of the East Palo Alto area and some of its notable 
residents. These included photographs, newspaper clippings, maps, published 
and unpublished local histories, and biographical material. The archives of the 
Palo Alto Historical Association also provided useful clippings, photographs, 
maps, city directories, and brochures. These were especially helpful in 
reconstructing the history of Runnymede and its structures. Maps, photographs, 
and other documents in the collection of the East Palo Alto Historical and 
Agricultural Society also contributed to the inventory. A computer printout, 
issued by the County Assessor's office and now housed in the SMCHA archives, 
lists addresses, dates of construction, and parcel numbers. Other information, 
such as present and past owners, precise locations, and legal descriptions of 
parcels was found in the books of maps and deeds, and other records in the 
Assessor's and Recorder's offices. Oral histories conducted by the East Palo Alto 
Historical and Agricultural Society, and interviews done in the course of this 
survey also contributed significant information about East Palo Alto's history and 
some of its buildings. 

For the design of this survey, information issued by the Department of the Interior 
and the California Office of Historic Preservation was particularly useful. These 
include the California Historic Resources Inventory Survey Workbook; Preservation in 
California; and Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Planning. 
Previous surveys sponsored by the San Mateo Historical Association provided 
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excellent models. The bibliography at the end of this report lists many of the other 
resources used in the course of this survey. 
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Chapter 2 

Evaluation Criteria 
Why evaluate historic structures and sites? 

Once the survey staff had evaluated the significance of each property and site, 
they rated East Palo Alto's documented historic resources according to the criteria 
established for the National Register of Historic Places. This serves two purposes. 
One is to indicate which historic resources may be eligible for nomination to the 
National Register. The other is to provide a shorthand method for indicating the 
degree and nature of each resourc~/s significance. The rating may then become a 
convenient reference when preservation decisions are being made. 

National Register Criteria 

According to the National Historic Preservation Act, sites, buildings, structures, 
objects, and districts may be eligible for the National Register if they meet the 
following criteria: 

They have significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, 
engineering, and culture; and 

They maintain "integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association;" and 

They are associated with events that have made a significant contribution 
to the broad patterns of our history; or 

They are associated with the lives of persons who were significant in our 
past; or 

They embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction; or represent the work of a master; or, possess high artistic 
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values; or represent a significant and distingui?hable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or 

They have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to pre
history or history. 

Integrity is essential for National Register consideration. According to the State 
Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), five issues should be considered in 
determining integrity: 

Location. The property should be in its original location unless (a) it was 
moved to avoid demolition and the new location is similar to the old one or 
(b) it gained its significance after it was moved. 

Design. The property should have undergone only alterations that are 
easily reversible. But if changes represent different architectural styles or 
construction techniques, they may show the evolution of the building and 
not impair its design integrity. Generally, changes to the facade are more 
serious than those to other elevations. 

Setting. The property's environment today should be similar to its 
environment when the property gained its significance. 

Materials and Workmanship. Alterations or repairs should have been made in 
materials compatible with the original and performed with the same level 
of skill as used originally. 

Feeling an.d Association. Districts should maintain their internal coherence, 
with their parts relating to one another today in the same way they did 
when the district achieved its significance. 

Survey Rating System 

On each form, the structure or site's rating has been indicated at the top of page 1. 
To indicate how each property has been evaluated, this survey uses the rating 
system adopted by the Office of Historic Preservation. The six possible rating 
categories are outlined below: 

13 



1. Individually listed on the National Register. This indicates that the property 
has already been included in the National Register. (No structures or sites 
in East Palo Alto have yet been formally designated.) 

2. Determined individually eligible for the Register by the U.S. Department of the 
Interior. (No structures or sites in East Palo Alto have yet been formally 
evaluated.) 

3. Appears eligible for individual listing in the judgment of the person(s) 
completing or reviewing the inventory form. 

4. May become eligible for individual listing when: (a) more historical or 
architectural research is performed; (b) the property is restored to an earlier 
appearance; (c) more significant examples of the property's architectural 
style are demolished; or (d) the property becomes old enough to meet the 
Registers 50-year requirement. 

5. Is individually listed or eligible for listing under a local preservation or 
landmark ordinance. (Though East Palo Alto does not yet have a local 
ordinance, the survey used this category to indicate 
structures and sites that deserve local recognition.) 

6. None of the above. 
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Chapter 3 

Preservation Options 

How can East Palo Alto recognize, preserve, and adapt its historic resources as 
new plans are made for the future? Below is an overview of some of the available 
options. 

1. Financial Incentives. There are a number of financial incentives for the 
preservation, rehabilitation, and adaptation of historic sites. Some of these can be 
undertaken locally, others in partnership with State and Federal agencies. These 
include: 

Tax incentives, ego Federal investment tax credits and local exemptions for, or 
reduction of, property tax. It is estimated that between 1982 and 1985 this 
contributed to the rehabilitation of more than 62,000 housing units, lildtldin~ 
nearly 30,000 rental housing units through the conversion of underutilized 
and/ or abandoned commercial, industrial, and educational buildings to 
residential uses. The Mills Act, passed by the state of California, enables a city 
council to reduce property taxes on historic structures at a local level, provided 
certain conditions are followed. 

Grants from the State Historic Preservation Officer, the National Park Service, the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, the National Endowments of 
the Arts and Humanities, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and other 
agencies, both public and private. See, for example, HUD's Urban Development 
Action Grant Program and Community Development Block Grant program. 

The National Trust's Inner-City Ventures Fund, a program formed to provide money 
for the rehabilitation of historic buildings to local nonprofit groups in minority 
neighborhoods. 

The National Trust offers a Preservation Services Fund, which is a matching grant 
program of $ 1,000 available to city governments or private planning agencies to 
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conduct planning for preservation of historic architectural and cultural resources. 

Subsidies, Federal, State and local, to assist businesses and support low-income 
housing. Contact the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

Charitable contributions of partial interest in a particular land area or certified 
historic structure, that can be tax deductible. 

Revolving Funds and Low Interest Loans to support activities including sensitive 
rehabilitation and facade restoration. 

2. The National Register of Historic Places. Some of East Palo Alto's early 
buildings may be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

National Register Status. The National Register, which is a Federal program, gives 
recognition to historic structures and sites that have local, state, or national 
significance. Nominations to the National Register must meet the standards of 
importance and integrity established by the federal government. We believe that 
some of Runnymede's remaining sites may meet these criteria. Nominations to 
the national register may use information from the historic resources inventory, 
but require a separate application process. 

The Advantages of National Register Status. National Register status may bring 
money into the community, for it has an impact on eligibility for federal funding 
for rehabilitation. It carries with it a degree of prestige, which extends beyond the 
individual structure to the community as a whole. National Register status also 
attracts the public's interest as well as potential buyers who are interested in 
historical value. 

Historic Districts. Groups of significant structures may be nominated to the 
National Register as historic districts. It is possible that some portions of 
Runnymede could form a historic district. Because the configuration of 
Runnymede's landscape is as important as its individual structures, it might be 
appropriate to designate the district as a "Designed Historic Landscape." 

3. Landmarks Ordinance. To protect and recognize its historic sites and 
structures, East Palo Alto may form a Landmarks Ordinance. This creates a 
landmarks commission that provides recognition for structures that have 
historical and/ or architectural significance. In addition, the ordinance may protect 
designated historic resources from demolition or inappropriate alteration. 
Information about landmark ordinances may be obtained from the State Office of 
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Historic Preservation and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. , 

4. Planning Options. There are a variety of planning strategies that a community 
may enlist to protect and recognize its historic resources. 

Historic Preservation Elements, included in the city's General Plan. A preservation 
element states the city's historic preservation goals and facilitates preservation 
planning for the entire city. Much of what is outlined below could follow from the 
incorporation of an historic preservation element into East Palo Alto's revised 
plan. 

Specific plans. A Specific Plan may augment the city's General Plan by establishing 
planning goals for a specific historic area. 

Historic Overlay Zones. Overlay zones are formed to protect the historic resources 
within a particular area. Though the existing zoning remains unchanged, the 
overlay zone provides for the review of alterations to buildings in the area 
through a special permit process. 

Down-Zoning. The purpose of down-zoning is to reevaluate zoning that allows for 
higher densities than existing uses. It counteracts the trend toward increased 
densities in older neighborhoods and helps to protect their integrity. 

Historic Building Code. This may provide alternative ways to achieve safety by 
allowing a local building official to determine that a historic building's internal 
system is safe, but without applying the standards outlined in the Uniform 
Building Code. 

Design Guidelines. The city may establish a set of standards to identify and 
maintain the character of a neighborhood or district. The guidelines may address 
issues that include allowable heights, lot coverage and setbacks, and specific 
aspects of an individual building's design. Design guidelines can help ensure that 
new construction maintains an historic neighborhood's character. 

5. Certified Local Government Program. A local government that supports 
preservation may apply for State certification. This makes it possible to compete 
for preservation funds allocated by the Office of Historic Preservation, which can 
provide more information about this. 
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For more information, see the "Use of Survey Data in Planning" in National 
Register Bulletin no. 24; Historic Preservation in Califon-iia: A Handbook for Local 
Communities, available through the California Office of Historic Preservation; and 
The Economics of Rehabilitation, by Donovan Rypkema, published by the National 
Trust. 
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Part Two 

A History 
of East Palo Alto 
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Chapter 4 

East Palo Alto Before 1916 

The natural environment. 

Before European settlers transformed the landscape that is now the city of East 
Palo Alto, arroyo, willows, cottonwoods, and blackberry thickets flourished in its 
meadows. Forests of elder and live oak were rooted in the rich, loamy soil. 
Nearby, other distinctive ecosystems thrived - chaparral in the foothills, the salt 
marsh edging the bay, and beyond the bay's deep waters, the hills in the distance. 

East Palo Alto forms a blunt point pushing out into the San Francisco Bay. Just off 
shore, beds of oysters and shellfish thrived. Marshlands teeming with ducks and 
geese edged the site. Unlike the rest of the south bay, which is completely ringed 
with marshes, a portion of the East Palo Alto area opens onto deep water. The San 
Francisquito Creek, which leads to the headwaters of the San Gregorio River and 
thence to the Pacific, provides fresh water and connects the bay with the ocean. 
Boundaries between different ecosystems typically support a more diverse variety 
of plant and animal life. The area that is now East Palo Alto existed at just such an 
intersection. 

East Palo Alto enjoys some of the mildest weather in the Santa Clara Valley, so 
mild, in fact, that some have claimed it to be best in the United States. Bay breezes 
cool the area during the summer, and little frost chills it during the winter. 

These natural conditions have invited human settlement for over two thousand 
years. In some sections of East Palo Alto today, out near the bay or under an oak 
tree in a grassy expanse, it is still possible to screen out the signs of more recent 
development and imagine what the area was like before it supported grazing, 
fanus, and finally residential subdivisions, commerce, and industry. The natural 
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environment would have a definitive impact on the eyents that would shape East 
Palo Alto's history. 

The Ohlone 

The site's abundant resources drew tribes of Ohlone Indians (also known as 
Costanoans), the earliest settlers in the area that is now East Palo Alto. Though the 
Ohlone have long since vanished from East Palo Alto, excavations conducted in 
the 1950s revealed burials and artifacts, the remnants of a once thriving village.1 

Approximately fifty Ohlone tribal groups, each numbering from fifty to 500 
people, once lived along the shores of the Bay and the Pacific coast, from San 
Francisco to Big Sur. Those who made their home in the East Palo Alto area were 
a group known as the Puichon. Their territory stretched between the lower San 
Frandsquito Creek and the foothills, perhaps reaching all the way back to Portola 
Valley. In 1776, Spanish visitors noted a village called Ssiputca, consisting of 
twenty to twenty-five huts clustered near the mouth of San Francisquito Creek. 
Ssiputca may have occupied the Costano School site in East Palo Alto. 

A high degree of harmony is believed to have characterized Ohlone life, harmony 
between tribes and harmony with the natural environment. Though each group 
was a self-contained political entity, with its own social hierarchy and territory, 
emissaries from rival tribes defused disputes with diplomacy. 

The Ohlone drew upon the area's resources for their food, medicines, and tools. 
The nine varieties of acorn provided by the area's abundant oaks formed their 
most important food staple. This was supplemented by grass seeds gathered from 
the grasslands, as well as cattails, potatoes, waterfowl, fish and shellfish gathered 
from the marshlands and bay. They also hunted a variety of animals, including 
the California mule deer, tule elk, and small game. 

The coming of the Spanish in the eighteenth century proved devastating for the 
Ohlone. They were enslaved to work 0n the new large farms or were "civilized" 

1. Much of our information about the Ohlone in East Palo Alto we owe to Colin Goud Hampson, 
"The Muwekma Costanoan/Ohlone Indians and Other American Indians in East Palo Alto: 
Past and Present," unpublished paper, Stanford University Law School,S April 1993. He has 
meticulously synthesized material from excavation reports as well as information about the 
repatriation process. For more information on the Ohlone, see also Barbara Rose Bocek, 
"Hunter-Gatherer Ecology and Settlement along San Francisquito Creek," Stanford UniverSity, 
PhD. (iissertation, December 1986. 
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through labor and religious study at Bay Area missiops. Eventually, the Ohlone 
population was decimated through exposure to diseases that were new to them. 
In 1770, there may have been as many as 10,000 Ohlone in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, but it is estimated that by 1830 the number had plummeted to 2,000. Many 
eventually became indentured servants known as vaqueros on the large Spanish 
ranchos. With the Gold Rush and California's statehood in 1850, the Ohlone's 
enslavement and loss of land continued. 

Today the University Village subdivision stands on the site of an ancient Ohlone 
cemetery. In the early summer of 1951, heavy-equipment operators of the Barrett 
and Hilp Construction Company sliced through several Ohlone burials while 
grading and digging sewer and water mains for the new subdivision. Under the 
direction of Stanford University archaeology professor, Dr. Bert Gerow, 
excavations began that August and continued through 1952. 

Most of the finds were within a few hundred feet of what is now the midline of 
Gonzaga Street, 150 feet north of its intersection with Notre Dame Street. In 
addition to skeletons, a variety of artifacts were uncovered, including mortars and 
pestles, charms tones, and shells, but archaeologists found no remnants of the tule 
grass houses in which the Ohlone lived. Though the excavations concluded in 
August, 1952, three graves were later discovered and reported by University 
Village homeowners. In all, sixty graves and about 3,000 artifacts were uncovered. 
Some of these, through radio-carbon dating, could be dated as far back as 1500-
1000 B.C.2 

The University Village Ohlone site was one of thousands that were discovered 
during the postwar period of expansive suburban development. East Palo Alto 
itself has several other sites, including those at Bay Road, Glen Way, and Costano 
School. Laura Jones, an archaeologist who has participated in excavations in East 
Palo Alto, believes that nearly the entire city is a potential archaeological site. 

Gerow housed the artifacts he excavated from University Village in the Stanford 
Museum and the Anthropology Department, where they remained for roughly 
thirty years. In 1988, members of the Muwekma tribe, the Ohlone's descendants, 
came to Stanford to view the remains. After a protracted battle that attracted 
national attention, Stanford repatriated 187 boxes of skeletal remains, 147 
skeletons, and six boxes of funerary artifacts to the Muwekma people. Stanford 
retained some artifacts that were not associated with burials, including food 

2. Bert A. Gerow with Roland W. Force, An Analysis of the University Village Complex (Stanford, 
1968): 7-8, 15-16. See also Pamela Gullard and Nancy Lund, History of Palo Alto (San Francisco, 
Scottwall Assoc., 1989): 1-7. 
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remains, shell fragments, mortars, animal bones mcdified for technology. In 1991, 
the Muwekrna/Ohlone gave the remains of their ancestors a proper reburial in 
Coyote Hills Regional Park in Fremont, California. 

Though stored or reburied elsewhere, the Ohlone artifacts that have been 
unearthed in excavations are part of the area's material culture. As important, 
though not documentable, are the remains that rest undisturbed in the earth 
beneath the city. 

Spanish Ranchos 

In 1769, the Spanish explorer Don Gaspar de Portola, searching for Monterey Bay, 
sailed by accident into the much larger San Francisco Bay. Portola and his military 
party traveled to the south end of the bay and came ashore near East Palo Alto. 
They paddled their canoes up the San Francisquito Creek to a site marked by 
mature, twin r~dwood trees. (Today, only one tree stands, which is known as "EI 
Palo Alto" and is located near the Southern Pacific railroad bridge over the creek.) 
Here the Portola expedition camped for five days and set up the first Spanish 
territorial markers in the Bay Area. After this, Spanish ~pftJprs began to colo"':':;..:: 
the area. 

Large agricultural estates or ranchos were granted to favored soldiers and 
bureaucrats by the Spanish military governors in Mexico City. Ranchos were 
diversified self-sufficient enterprises. Many of them specialized in raising cattle 
for beef, leather, and tallow. Much of the East Palo Alto area was once part of the 
vast Rancho de las Pulgas, which, according to some accounts, Spanish Governor 
Diego Borica granted in 1795 to Don Jose Dario Arguello. (The precise dating of 
the first rancho land grant for this parcel is not known with certainty.) When 
Mexico gained its independence, it began to oversee the land grants in Alta 
California. In 1824 and 1835, the government in Mexico City made two more land 
grants to Don Jo~e's family.3 

As the Spanish began to lose their hold on the territory, Rancho life was gradually 
destabilized and the large ranchos began to break up. Northern European people 
streamed into the Bay Area during the Gold Rush of 1849 and rapidly 
outnumbered the Hispanic settlers. After California'S annexation to the United 
States in 1850, those holding Mexican land grants began to be dispossessed. Large 

3. Albert Shumate, The Notorious I.e. Woods of the Adams Express, (Glendale, Ca.: Arthur H. 
Oark, 1986), p. 18. 
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numbers of new settlers squatted on unimproved land. Mexican methods of 
surveying were often imprecise and open to much legal dispute, for accurate 
survey techniques were unnecessary where land settlement densities were so low. 
Many large Anglo landowners assembled their property by representing rancho 
owners at county or state title proceedings. In return for the protection of the bulk 
of their ranchos, the Mexican owners deeded significant portions of their holdings 
to their representatives. 

In 1852 the Arguello family sold the section of its holdings that included the area 
that is now East Palo Alto. The land appears to have changed hands several times 
that year, finally landing in the hands of Rufus Rowe. Rowe then sold it off in 
large parcels.4 

The Spanish left no immediately discernible mark on East Palo Alto, except in the 
name of Pulgas Avenue, named after the Rancho de las Pulgas. But when they 
settled among the Ohlone Indians and used the land for cultivation and grazing 
rather than hunting and gathering, they disrupted a particular way of life that had 
lasted for over two thousand years, and they altered the landscape permanently. 
This is not something that is readily documentable in an historic resources 
inventory, but the changes the Spanish wrought provided a lasting foundation for 
the area's future development. 

The Town of Ravenswood 

Following the break-up of the Rancho de las Pulgas, the East Palo Alto area 
entered a tumultuous period. Accounts of this time tend to be contradictory, the 
~ai.es imprecise, but the following is approximately what appears to have 
happened. 

The central figure at this interval was Isaiah Churchill Woods, a San Francisco 
banker and real estate speculator. Woods was a partner in the banking firm of 
Adams and Company with John and Dale Hacket and Charles D. Judah. During 
the early 1850s Adams and Company grew to become one of California'S most 
important financial institutions, and Woods was one of San Francisco's leading 
citizens. Representing the bank, they, along with William Rowe, assembled a 
3,674 acre parcel covering much of present-day East Palo Alto.s (According to 

4. John Cleese, ''Tales of Old Menlo, from Rancho to Town," May 1983. Typescript in the archives 
of the San Mateo County Historical Association. 

5. Roy W. Cloud, History of San Mateo County, vol. 1 (Chicago: S.T. Cla~ke, 1928): 209. 

24 



historian Albert Shumate, Woods, himself, was known to have acquired a 2,000 
acre parcel on July 23, 1852.6) Naming the area Ravenswood (supposedly 
combining his own name with a reference to the large number of ravens in the 
area), Woods constructed a house and farm for himself, called Woodside Dairy, in 
what is now the Coleman Tract in Menlo Park. Woodside Dairy became for a brief 
time in the early 1850s a showplace, the first of many great summer houses built 
by wealthy San Francisco businessmen in the vicinity of Menlo Park and East Palo 
Alto? 

Ravenswood appeared a likely spot for settlement in the late 1840s and early 
1850s. Woods may have gambled on Ravenswood's future in part because there 
had been rumors in 1851 of the formation of a railroad, the Pacific and Atlantic 
Railroad, which would build a line near the city, connecting San Francisco and 
San Jose. These rumors proved premature.s The site was also under consideration 
to become the western terminus of a larger, transcontinental, railroad line. 
Because Ravenswood gave onto deep water, it also formed a natural port.9 

Woods had grandiose visions for Ravenswood. By 1851, hoping to stimulate trade 
in lumber and other commercial supplies, Woods projected a wharf into the Bay.lD 
By most accounts it was seventy-five feet long. A road, known then (and now) as 
Bay Road, linked the Ravenswood wharf to Redwood City. The wharf was used 
for shipments of hay and lumber which teams of oxen hauled down from the 
hills, and for the docking of the ''Jenny Lind," a sidewheeler that made regular 
runs between San Francisco and Ravenswood.ll 

By 1851, Woods laid out a gridded townsite on either side of Bay Road, near the 
port. Ravenswood thus became one of the first platted communities on the San 

6. For more on Isaiah Churchill Wood~ ~ Shumate, p. 42. Shumate's book is by far the best 
researched source on Woods. 

7. Shumate noted on p. 42 information presented in Charles P. Hamm's and Philip W. 
Alexander's History of San Mateo County (1916): "Woods' location of his estate in this area was 
said in a 1916 history of the county to have initiated Menlo Park's development as a region of 
country seats of wealthy gentlemen. This history indicated that the Woodside Dairy residence 
was superior to any in the vicinity at that time, and Woods made it a scene of many delightful 
entertainments. "Shumate's assertion contradicts that of Alan Hynding in his book From 
Frontier to Suburb; The Story of the San Mateo Peninsula, who stated that Faxon Atherton's 
country house was the first large country house in the area. He wrote: "In 1860, Faxon 
Atherton, a prosperous hide and tallow trader from Chile who had sojourned in California 
during the 183Os, returned and bought over 600 acres of the Pulgas property along El Camino 
north of the early [Menlo Park] settlers. There he built a summer home, Valparaiso, the first of 
the south county mansions." See Alan Hynding, From Frontier to Suburb; The Story of the San 
Mateo Peninsula, (Belm~mt, Ca.: Star Pub. Co., 1982,) p.115. Although there is some confusion 
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Francisco Peninsula, established before San Mateo County split away from San 
Francisco County in 1856. The town's main street, named Wharf Street, connected 
the wharf to Bay Road. Other roads were named for prominent early San 
Franciscans.12 Ravenswood's streets were lined with lots measuring twenty-five 
by 100 feet, upon which its settlers constructed board-and-batten buildingsP 
Despite its optimistic beginning, the town failed. The transcontinental railroad 
terminated in Oakland, the bridge crossing the bay at this point was not built until 
the twentieth century, and Ravenswood did not prove to the be the active port 
that was originally projected.14 These factors stunted the town's growth. 

According to some historians, financial problems may have contributed to the 
town's collapse and Isaiah Woods's ruin. The Panic of 1855 was precipitated by 
the collapse of a leading St. Louis bank, Page, Bacon, and Co., which had a branch 
in San Francisco. Depositors panicked and made a run on many San Francisco 
institutions at the same time to withdraw their savings. Woods's bank, Adams 
and Company failed on 22 February 1855. Woods gained wide notoriety in San 
Francisco for his handling of his bank's bankruptcy, forcing him to leave the city 
in August of 1855. A number of historians and journalists have repeated the 
following story: Woods allegedly departed San Francisco with $80,000 ($300,000 
in some histories) in gold stolen from his bank. A large portion of this money 
belonged to a rough-hewn stage coach driver named Maurice Dooley, who 
supposedly tracked Woods down at his Ravenswood estate and took back his 
bank deposits at gunpoint. With some stolen gold still in hand, however, Woods 
is said to have fled with his daughter either to Guatemala or the South Pacific, 
depending on which account you read. In September of 1856, most of Woods's 
Ravenswood property apparently was sold at a sheriff's auction for the meager 
sum of $82.00.15 

as to which was the first major summer house in the vicinity of East Palo Alto, it appears that 
Woods's Woodside Dairy predated Atherton's Valparaiso by just over five years. 

8. See "Ancient Railroad Map Shows Ravenswood as One of Original Towns," Palo Alto Times, 11 
June 1923. According to this story, the 1851 map was purported to be the first engineer's 
blueprint of a proposed railroad line between San Francisco and San Jose. Four stops were 
included on this very early intercity line: Santa Clara, Ravenswood, 'Mezes,' and San Bruno. 
The map was given to Stanford University's archives by Professor E.D. Adams as a gift from 
San Frandsco's city engineer, Michael M. O'Shaughnessy. A map entitled, "Route of the 
Padfic and Atlantic Railroad between San Frandsco and San Jose as located by William Lewis, 
Chief Engineer, in September, October, and November 1851, " depicted Ravenswood to consist 
of a five by three grid of blocks at this time. A wharf was also illustrated. It is unclear 
whether this map was a facsimile; consult Map #4232, Stanford University Library, Special 
Collections. 

9. Ooud, 209. 
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Woods's biographer, Albert Shumate, has shown cpnclusively, however, that 
Woods visited Australia and England following his departure from San Francisco, 
and that he returned to the United States in 1857.16 It is probably false that Woods 
absconded with any Adams and Co. money at all. In any case, Woods went on to 
participate in a number of other ambitious commercial ventures, including the 
supervision of the first transcontinental stage coach line, carrying mail and 
passengers in the United States.17 He returned to California in 1868 and soon 
thereafter started a company that produced specially treated wharf pilings, which 
failed when it was found that the supports were defective. Woods later raised 
wine grapes on a farm near San Jose. He died at Mare Island in 1880 at the age of 
55. 

During the final quarter of the nineteenth-century, Ravenswood grew very 
slowly, with little expansion of the town site platted along Bay Road near the 
wharf. The town supported little more than a small hotel, a dock, a few houses 
and saloons, and a handful of businesses. Though the dream of a thriving town 
and wharf at Ravenswood never materialized, the name Ravenswood continued 
to be used to identify the area well into the twentieth century. An important factor 
in this was the founding of the Ravenswood School District in 1882.18 The name 
Ravenswood, as well as the school district itself, would playa role in the politics 
of the next century. 

Despite its many physical advantages, there were a number of reasons why the 
town of Ravenswood's growth never paralleled that of other towns in the area, 
most notably Redwood City. Geographically, Ravenswood appeared a good site 
on which to plat a town. Because it occupied high ground, its was not prone to 
flooding. It was close to the redwood forests, which were the main source of 

10. The United States Coastal Survey mapped the contours of the San Francisco Bay in 1853, and 
may have used Woods's wharf as a landmark. The Pulgas East Base Monument, now in Jack 
Farrell Park, stood near the wharf's location, aiding surveyors in their process of triangulating 
the Bay. 

11. San Francisco Examiner, Peninsula Living, 15 Oct. 1955. 
12. Shumate, p. 42. According to Shumate, a map of the town of Ravenswood exists at the 

Recorder's Office, San Francisco City Hall. 
13. Mail Dispatch, Oct. 30, 1947, quoting Frank M. Stranger's study in La Peninsula. 
14. Goud, p. 209. 

15. Peninsula Times Tribune, 10 May 1979. San Francisco Examiner Peninsula Living, 15 Oct. 1955. 
Mail Dispatch, 30 Oct. 1947, quoting Frank M. Stranger's study in La Peninsula. 

16. Shumate, p. 73. 
17. Shumate, p. 90. 
18. Goud, p. 210. According to the Palo Alto Times, 11 April 1946, the school district was 
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commerce during the 1840s and 1850s. And its wharf extended into deep water, 
perfect for large ships. Because it was located at a narrow point in the Bay, it was 
also a good embarkation point for Bay crossings. 

Redwood City, however, experienced faster, more consistent growth. An early 
influx of 200 settlers came to Redwood City in the early 1850s, attracted by rumors 
of cheap land. Ravenswood, on the other hand, never received such a large core of 
settlers at one time. Redwood City had fewer non-resident speculators than 
Ravenswood, and a greater number of stable founding families, who nurtured a 
diversified economy and built amenities and infrastructure improvements to 
attract later settlers. 

Perhaps most importantly, Redwood City was located on the main transportation 
arteries. Ravenswood, with its wharf, enjoyed some popularity in the 1850s as a 
port for passenger ships, but Redwood City, which was closer to the lumber mills, 
became the main lumber port. Even Ravenswood's desirability as an embarkation 
point for passengers was compromised when, in 1863, the Central Pacific Railroad 
extended a line from San Francisco to Mayfield through Redwood City.19 Travel 
by steamship to Ravenswood was slow by comparison. Additionally, in dry 
periods, travel by stage coach could be conducted through Redwood City on the 
El Camino Real, which by-passed Ravenswood. Redwood City's clear advantages 
convinced legislators to name it San Mateo County's county seat in 1856. Thus, 
Redwood City drained away incoming settlers from Ravenswood, leaving the 
latter a sparsely populated, isolated, and unimproved townsite. 

The Rural Ravenswood Area, 1850s to c. 1900 

Throughout the second half of the nineteenth century, the town site of 
Ravenswood was surrounded by farmland. A large percentage of those who were 
drawn to the district were Irish or of Irish descent, and many of them had made 
money in California'S gold fields. Like much of San Mateo County, the area 
attracted urban families seeking a leisured country retreat as well as people 
seeking rich farmland. 

organized in 1892. It extends from the creek and Middlefield Road to Ringwood A venue, to 
Bay Road, to a point about 1000 feet this side of Marsh, then to Bay. 

19. Additionally, during the 1860s, Menlo Park also grew in size, competing with Ravenswood for 
new settlers. Menlo Park, like Redwood City, also secured a station along the San Francisco to 
Mayfield railroad line in 1867. 
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Those who established country estates ;n the East Palo Alto area tended to be 
successful professionals or investors based in San Francisco. The lawyer and U.S. 
Senator Eugene Casserly, and his associates John T. Doyle and Joseph Donohoe, 
for example, assembled large properties in the Ravenswood district. In addition to 
country houses, estates such as these maintained sprawling farms and workshops 
to furnish food and raw materials for daily life. In East Palo Alto today, most 
tangible signs of these properties have vanished. One of the last remnants was the 
large oval swimming pool on Donohoe's property which eventually became the 
centerpiece of a park in the Palo Alto Park subdivision.2o 

In addition to country estates, working farms (as opposed to leisured retreats) 
prospered throughout the Ravenswood area Among the most successful farmers 
in the district were the Kavanaughs and the Cooleys. Charles Kavanaugh came 
from Ireland to the United States in 1848. After making money in gold mining 
and well drilling, he purchased 131.6 acres fronting on Bay Road.21 The family 
acquired more land and continued to farm for two more generations. A portion of 
the Kavanaughst holdings eventually became an industrial park that was annexed 
to Menlo Park in the late 1950s.22 Some of the property was deeded to the Catholic 
Church and another section provides the site of the city s municipal building. 
Today, the Kavanaugh house at 1395 Bay Road (currently Stanford Law Project 
quarters), constructed in 1905 to replace the original house built in 1865, is the 
only residence that once belonged to a large land-holding family surviving in East 
Palo AltO.23 

Lester Cooley arrived in California in 1859, and prospered in the gold fields of the 
Mother Lode country. After running a dairy in San Francisco, he resettled in 
Ravenswood in 1868. By 1878, he had assembled 400 acres which ran along Bay 
Road out to the San Francisco Bay. There, he raised cattle and grain and 

20. Peninsula Times Tribune., 10 May 1979. The Donohoe pool was replaced by a new community 
swimming pool constructed by the Ravenswood Park, Recreation and Parkway District. Sf 
Mercury, 17 Feb. 1954. 

21. Some of this information comes from Werner Foss, "A History of East Palo Alto" unpublished 
student manuscript, San Mateo College, 1942, available at the San Mateo County Historical 
Society. Much of Foss's research appears to be faulty. For this reason we have tried to avoid 
using his information. His research on the Kavanaughs may have been more reliable, 
however, as it was gained first-hand through interviews with Moses Kavanaugh. 

22. In May of 1957 Clarence Kavanaugh filed for the annexation of his lOO-acre industrial tract to 
Menlo Park. Palo Alto Times, 9 Sept 1958. Palo Alto Times, hereafter PA Times. 

23. Moses Kavanaugh (1864-1950), son of Charles Kavanaugh, was a longtime resident of East 
Palo Alto, residing at the 1395 Bay Road house for nearly fifty years. For more on Moses 
Kavanaugh, see "Moses Kavanaugh's Birthday Recalls Area's Early History," FA Times, 12 
Dec. 1947, and his obituary, Redwood City Tribune, 4 Nov. 1950. Other information was gleaned 
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established one of the best dairies in the area. The property also included the old 
Ravenswood wharf built by Isaiah Woods. He refurbished the wharf, which was 
known thereafter as "Cooley's Landing," for commercial use, and constructed a 
warehouse where the area's farmers could store their grain. 

Between 1874 and 1884, Lester Cooley leased five acres to two Virginians, Hunter 
and Shackleford, who established a large brick factory there. Utilizing local clay 
deposits, the factory became, for a short time, the largest such enterprise in 
California. Approximately sixty Chinese and seven white workers turned out 
nearly 50,000 bricks a day at the height of the factory'S productivity.24 Cooley's 
wharf (which Hunter and Shackleford also rented) was busy in 1874 as bricks 
from the Ravenswood kilns were shipped by steamer to San Francisco to build 
William Ralston's flamboyant first Palace Hotel. As late as 1942, the brick factory 
still stood, marking the old Ravenswood townsite. Today, nothing of the factory 
remains, save for the pit from which clay was extracted, which is now visible as 
the depression forming Jack Farrell Park. Though now long gone, Cooley's 
warehouse and the Hunter and Shackleford brick factory foreshadowed the 
warehouses and industry that would eventually concentrate along that portion of 
Bay Road. 

An 1878 lithograph of Cooley's property provides a rare glimpse of what the 
district looked like in the late nineteenth century. (See fig. 1) Spreading live oaks 
dot a landscape divided by neat dirt roads which were lined with low fences and 
small, newly-planted trees. (The trees that bordered Bay Road, removed when the 
street was widened in the 1960s, may have been these trees in their maturity.25) 

"._ Cooley's gabled farmhouse and his complex of agricultural buildings, surrounded 
by mature oaks, cluster on the site of what is now the University Village 
subdivision, not far from where the Nairobi Village shopping center once stood at 
the comer of University Avenue. Bay Road, flanked on either side by young trees, 
sweeps out to the wharf and the Bay, and the hills to the east hover in the 
background. 

A closer look at Cooley's property shows how much the shape of the natural 
landscape has been changed over time through human agency. In his report on 

from a telephone interview with Thomas Kavanaugh, 31 March 1993. 
24. Werner Foss, 'The History of Ravenswood," typescript, San Mateo Junior College, 1942, n.p. 

Copies of this may be found in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association. 
Foss's work has many errors, and the reader is advised to double check facts gleaned from it. 

25. Barbara Clark mentioned Bay Road's "heritage trees" in her videotaped oral history conducted 
by Miriam Greenberg, Summer, 1992. Clyde Clark recalled that they were cut down in the 
1960s with the widening,of Bay Road in a telephone interview, 30 Aug. 1993. 
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the excavation of the Ohlone burial mounds (which were on land once owned by 
Cooley), Burt Gerow revealed that before the land was graded in the 1950s for the 
University Village subdivision, a gully 125 feet wide, four to five feet deep and 
about 800 yards long ran north from the large clay pit behind the Cooley home. 
Lester Cooley's son recalled that his father-filled in a portion of the gully near the 
house. From there, a large levee system stretched to the southwest to meet the 
present course of the San Francisquito Creek following an abandoned stream 
course. A small area of seepage provided water for the cattle.26 Nearly all of this 
has now been filled, leveled, and overlaid with asphalt, concrete, and tract houses. 

Cooley's Landing was little used after the 1880s, and its pilings and boardwalk 
deteriorated over time. As late as the 1940s, when the area became a county refuse 
dump, it was still possible to discern some pilings. Today all signs of the old 
wharf have disappeared, and all that remains are two narrow, rocky spits that 
project out into the waters of the bay. Yet the area is still referred to as Cooley's 
Landing, and its naval heritage continues in the form of the Palo Alto Boat Works. 
In the late 1970s and early 1980s, efforts developed to build a modern marina on 

. the site of Cooley's Landing. Though funding for this idea failed to materialize, 
the dream has not died. 

Remnants of 19th-Century Ravenswood 

Few nineteenth-century remnants survive in East Palo Alto today. Jack Farrell 
Park is the only site in the city on which the nineteenth century has left both a 
clear and documentable mark. In addition to the memory of the Hunter and 
Shackleford clay pit which remains in the park's depressed contours, the Pulgas 
East Base Monument may also be found there. The Monument is the sandstone 
marker which the United States Coastal Survey erected near the wharf in 1853 for 
use in triangulating the bay. It originally stood at a point that is now the middle of 
Gonzaga Street, 150 feet north of its intersection with Notre Dame Street.27 

Disturbed by the construction of the University Village subdivision, it was moved 
a short distance into Jack Farrell Park in 1951. 

26. Gerow and Force, 24-25. As of 1968, when this study was written, the levee system could still 
be traced. For information about the gully at the Cooley place, they talked to Lester Cooley's 
son who spent his childhood there. 

27. Bert A. Gerow with Roland W. Force, An Analysis of the University Village Complex (Stanford, 
1968): 15. 
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Whether any of the Ravenswood .area's nineteenth-century structures remain 
today is more difficult to determine. Some of the town of Ravenswood's buildings 
were moved to other parts of the area and were still standing in the 1940s. In 1946 
it was reported that Ravenswood's hotel and the ticket office once sited near the 
wharf were located on M.P. Kavanaugh's land on Bay Road, and that part of a 
sawmill was still on the Cooley place.28 The ticket office was illustrated along 
with two other early Ravenswood buildings in Frank Stanger's 1938 History of Smz 
Mateo County. 29 Mid twentieth century newspaper reports noted the demolition 
or incineration of many buildings constructed by Euro-American pioneers. A 
large nineteenth-century warehouse, for example, used to store the grain grown 
on Kavanaugh land during the last quarter of the century, burned in 1953.30 

In the course of our survey we found one structure on Green Street that could 
possibly date from the nineteenth century, though it is impossible to establish this 
definitively. Most of the oldest structures in East Palo Alto were constructed after 
1916 when Charles Weeks founded the utopian colony of Runnymede (see 
below). Though Green Street lies in the earliest portion of this colony, the 
structure in question, 892 Green, is not at all typical of Runnymede, nor even of 
twentieth-century construction in general. 892 Green is a center-gabled structure, 
a type that became prevalent in the mid nineteenth century, and it has vertically
proportioned features that are more similar to nineteenth-century structures than 
to anything in Runnymede. Its board and batten construction recalls descriptions 
of Ravenswood's buildings. This structure appears to have been moved to its 
present location. (For further discussion, see the inventory form documenting this 
building.) 

Though the structures erected in the town of Ravenswood and on estates and 
farms surrounding it have all but disappeared, they have left a lasting mark on 
the area in the shapes of today's subdivisions, which echo the shapes of some of 
the large land holdings, and in street names such as Doyle, Donohoe, Kavenaugh, 
Clarke, and Cooley. 

28. PA Times, 11 April 1946. See also Mail Dispatch, 30 Oct. 1947; Foss, n.p. 

29. Frank Stanger, History of San Mateo County, (San Mateo, CA: Arthur Cawston, 1938), 
illustration no. 1. 

30. See "Old Grain Shed on Historic EPA Ranch Is Victim of Saturday Night Conflagration," 
Menlo Park Recorder, 24 Sept. 1953. J.H. Stubbe tore down the house of J.H. Slattery, a 
nineteenth-century dairyman, in 1938. Slattery's house had been built in 1868, and was located 
at 2351 University A ve. See "Historic Residence Being Razed," PA Time" 3 June 1938. 
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Early 20th-Century Developments. 

During the late nineteenth century, the East Palo Alto area's farmers and estate 
owners seemed content to maintain the area's rural atmosphere without actively 
subdividing their properties for housing. But this did not mean that the real estate 
speculation that had been rife at the town of Ravenswood's inception had ceased. 

Sometime before 1907, the Po~t Palo Alto Land and Town Company acquired the 
Crow and Cooley ranches, 537 acres in all. They advertised their venture as "Port 
Palo Alto on San Francisco Bay: An Earthly Paradise.// The company envisioned 
transforming their holdings into an area of "busy factories and wharves and 
warehouses, bathhouses, casino, theater, schools, churches, stores, shops .... " In 
1907, their first step in developing the area was to subdivide the old Crow Ranch, 
which they renamed Woodland Place. (See fig. 2.) This subdivision, which 
follows the contours of the area in East Palo Alto that is still known as Woodland 
Place (but extending all the way to the creek), was planned as an exclusive 
suburban residential district with University Avenue shooting through its center. 
According to a Port Palo Alto brochure, the area would be "dotted with tasteful 
homes - no shacks will be allowed, and no aliens and other undesirable people 
tenanted.//31 Among the promotional points the developer's featured were the 
area's live oaks and healthful air, as well as the street car line running up 
University Avenue, connecting the subdivision to Palo Alto and the train station. 

As was typical for the period, the real estate developer of Woodland Place, John F. 
Parkinson, also owned and operated the electric streetcar line for its first years of 
operation. To publicize his commercial ventures, Parkinson started a weekly 
newspaper, The Citizen. The May 22, 1910 issue of The Citizen heralded the entry of 
the first streetcars to Woodland Place.32 This issue also advertised Parkinson's 
lumber yard and planing mill in Palo Alto. Thus, he profited from new 
residential construction in multiple ways, from the sale of real estate, building 
supplies, and transportation. 

Woodland Place was planned in tandem with a new industrial district designed to 
take advantaee of the area's transportation assets, especially the new Dumbarton 
Railroad Bridge. (For more about this and other East Palo Alto industrial 
development, see below.) It was East Palo Alto's first truly suburban 
development, an industrially linked concept where the domestic environment and 

31. This brochure may be found in the collection of the Palo Alto Historical Association. 

32. This May 22, 1910 issue of The Citizen is found in the Stanford University Library, Special 
Collections. 
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the residential neighborhood were planned as a retreat from the workplace. 

The Ravenswood Investment Company of Palo Alto eventually took on this 
project, but with the exception of some industry in the Cooley Landing area, the 
investors' dreams never fully materialized and the East Palo Alto area retained its 
rural atmosphere.33 Yet this early development permanently established the area 
around Bay Road near the bay as a district devoted to industry and warehouse 
space. It would remain the task of another visionary, Charles Weeks, to transform 
East Palo Alto's landscape with a very different dream. 

33. On the development of Woodland Place and its accompanying industrial district, see two 
undated brochures in the archives of the Palo Alto Historical Association entitled ''Port Palo 
Alto and Surrounding Territory," and "Ravenswood on San Francisco Bay." See also an 
undocumented newspaper article and advertisement in the Palo Alto Historical Association's 
EPA-Industry file, and an advertisement in PA Times, June 9, 1910. 
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Chapter 5 

Runnytnede: The Charles Weeks 
Poultry Colony 

Beginning in 1916, people were drawn to the East Palo Alto area from all over the 
United States. Many of them had seen ads in agricultural newspapers or heard 
lectures or seen a float go by with a big banner advertising the agricultural colony 
of Runnymede, where anyone with a little money and a lot of motivation could 
come and make a living on one acre of land. 

Runnymede was founded in the East Palo Alto area in 1916 by Charles Weeks, a 
former Indiana farmer who combined entrepreneurship with social vision.34 Also 
known as the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony after its founder, Runnymede once 
covered much of the area that is now East Palo Alto, from Bay Road to the San 
Francisquito Creek, and from Cooley's Landing to Menalto. More than any 
previous phase of East Palo Alto's history, Runnymede has left a tangible imprint 
on the shape of the city as it is today.35 Remnants of Runnymede may be found 
throughout East Palo Alto. Though surrounded and interwoven with later 
development, Runnymede's one to five-acre farms, its agricultural buildings, 
trees, and small cottages, give East Palo Alto one of the greatest concentrations of 
agricultural structures to be found in any urbanized area of the San Francisco 
Peninsula. 

34. For more on the early biography of Charles Weeks, see Charles Weeks, Egg Farming in 
California, (San Francisco, Ca: c.1919), Chapter One. 

35. Very little work has been done on the history of Runnymede or the configuration of its 
landscape. For a brief discussion, see Robert Hine, California's Utopian Colonies (San Marino, 
1966). For a more fully developed view of Runnymede in the context of East Palo Alto's built 
environment from the nineteenth century into the 1980s, see Trevor Burrowes, "East Palo Alto: 
The Dark Horse, A Study of the Built Environment of East Palo Alto," unpublished paper, 
University of California, BerkeleY', 1985. 

35 



While there were many utopian experiments in the western United States during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, most of these colonies have all 
but vanished. But in East Palo Alto, the buildings and farms that once gave 
tangible form to a utopian vision still lie at the city's heart. As a result, 
Runnymede's residual landscape, embedded in East Palo Alto, provides an 
important conduit to a much larger movement that gained momentum in the 
early twentieth century. This gives East Palo Alto a significant position not only in 
the history of the Bay Area but in the history of the western United Staf-es. 

The HLittle Landers" Movement 

During the early 'teens, Charles Weeks grew increasingly concerned that the 
congestion of the city, the monotony of assembly-line labor, and most aspects of 
industrial life in general, were both physically and psychologically unhealthy. As 
a healthier alternative, he dreamed of forming an agricultural cooperative of 
independent farms where people could make their living in close touch with 
nature. On his own ranch, located off Newell Road in Palo Alto, Weeks developed 
a system of poultry raising that he believed would make it possible for a family to 
support itself on a single, intensively-cultivated acre of land. In a newspaper 
article published in 1917, he expressed his concept in a nutshell: 

Man has wandered from his natural life to the artificial life of 
cities and has suffered therefrom. It takes only a little garden soil 
to make an abundant living with independence, health, and 
freedom. Why should men work long, weary hours in unhealthy 
places all the days of their lives for a mere subsistence when this 
fuller, more abundant way of living is so natural and practical?36 

As he formulated his ideas, Charles Weeks was inspired by William E. Smythe, an 
influential writer and social critic who had settled in San Diego in 1901.37 Like 
many reformers during the Progressive Era, Smythe feared the destabilizing 
effects of urbanization and industrialism on personal and family life. As an 
alternati·ve, he advocated channeling urban populations into planned rural 

36. Palo Alto Times, 14 November 1917, pp. 4-5. 
37. On William Smythe, see The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, vol. 17 (New York: 

James T. White Co., 1927): 443-444. Smythe outlined his ideas in a number of influential 
journals and treatises that included a journal he founded called The Irrigation Age; "Real 
Utopias in the Arid West," Atlantic Monthly 79 (1897): 605-609; The Conquest of Arid America, 
0899, reprint Seattle, 1%9); Constructive Democracy (New York, 1905); City Homes on Country 
Lanes (New York: Macmillan, 1922). 
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settlements of small family farms, each less than ten flcres. These would be 
irrigated by a network of canals crisscrossing the arid western states to transform 
the desert into a series of oases of fertile soil and abundant produce. Families, 
each tilling their own small parcels of land, would work cooperatively with their 
neighbors to form both social and economic bonds. 

Smythe, with Weeks soon following, participated in a growing back-to-the-land 
movement in the early part of the twentieth century. Smythe, and other advocates 
of the small farm, favored it for several reasons. The breakup of large 
landholdings into smaller, more affordable slices was a strike for democracy, they 
said, for it made land ownership accessible to those of more limited means. On 
the new small farm, each family could till the land independently, employing no 
one, and being employed by no one. And the small farm provided the ideal 
alternative for the city's overflowing population. 

William Smythe's ideas soon formed the basis of what came to be known as the 
"Little Landers'" movement. He established his first settlements at New 
Plymouth, Idaho in 1895 and San Ysidro, California in 1908.38 Little Landers 
colonies soon dotted the West in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
particularly in California.39 Each venture was planned to combine suburban 
comforts with rural independence. His vision attracted wide-spread attention, 
including that of President Wilson's Secretary of the Interior, Franklin Lane. 

Smythe was impressed with the intensive poultry-raising technique that Charles 
Weeks had developed, and he encouraged him to form his own colony of little 
farms based on his ideas.40 After visiting the settlement at San Ysidro in the early 
'teens, Weeks returned to the Bay Area to search for an appropriate location. 

38. Other Little Landers' colonies included those in Tehama County and Lassen, both founded in 
California before 1901; Los Terrenitos, founded in about 1912 and located in the Monta Vista 
Valley about seventeen miles from Los Angeles; Hayward Heath, established by 1916 near the 
town of Hayward in the San Francisco Bay Area; and Walden, near San Francisco. 

39. On William Smythe and the Little Landers' Movement, see Henry S. Anderson, ''The Little 
Landers' Land Colonies: A Unique Agricultural Experiment in California," Agricultural History 
5 (October, 1931): 139-50; Lawrence B. Lee, "The Little Landers Colony of SanYsidro," foumal 
of San Diego History 21 (Winter 1975): 26-51; Donald Worster, Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, 
and the Growth of the American West, (New York: Pantheon Books, 1985), pp. 118-125; Bruce 
Kamerling. 'The Arts and Crafts Movement in San Diego," in The Arts and Crafts Movement ill 
California: Living the Good Life, Kenneth R. Trapp, ed. (New York and Oakland: Abbeville Press 
and the Oakland Museum, 1993): 212-214. Although some work has been done on the Little 
Landers' movement, no one has previously undertaken a close analysis of how the Little 
Landers' landscape represented and reinforced social relations. 

40. Charles Weeks, "William E. Smythe Passes Away," One Acr:? and Independence, no. 4 
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Establishing Runnymede 

The site. Like Smythe, Weeks dreamed of a community consisting of 
independently-owned, one-acre farms whose members were drawn together 
through a shared approach to farming, community facilities, and cooperative 
marketing.41 He realized that a successful small holding would require an 
abundant water supply, excellent soil, and proximity to urban markets. The East 
Palo Alto area was ideal; it was near the shores of the bay just two miles east of 
the gates of Stanford University, adjacent to the booming college town of Palo 
Alto, and only one hour by train to San Francisco. The area's rich loamy soil could 
support a variety of crops, and its high water table made the drilling of wells for 
irrigation an easy task. In a region where there is a bewildering variety of 
microclimates, the site enjoyed mild temperatures and a particular abundance of 
sunshine. Its proximity to Stanford University, Palo Alto, and San Francisco 
would ensure that the colony's residents would have the opportunity to enjoy 
cultural as well as agricultural life. 

Once Weeks had pinpointed the appropriate location, he named the new 
community Runnymede, the site where the Magna Carta was sealed in 1215. To 
subsequent generations, the Magna Carta became the symbol of the safeguard of 
rights under law. To Weeks, ''The name Runnymede is significant and rn~;:-':ilS a 
larger liberty for the people. Our little home community, Runnymede, is 
demonstrating to the world that the highest individual independence can be had 
from a very little land intensively cultivated. Runnymede offers the wonderful 
opportunity of 'walking in the sunshine without fear of want.'" 

Development and promotion. Trumpeting the slogan, "One Acre and 
Independence," Charles Weeks promoted his vision widely through a variety of 
books, pamphlets, and articles, and he ran ads in periodicals that reached people 
throughout the country. He also published a monthly periodical called One Acre 
and Independence (fig. 3), and a local newspaper called the Runnymede News. Weeks 
outlined his ideas most thoroughly in a book entitled Egg Farming in California 
(San Francisco, n.d.) whose cover features his head, inscribed in an egg, hovering 

(November 1922): 12; and Lee, p. 44 ... 

41. Though Smythe helped them promote Runnymede, Weeks and Faber never went into 
partnership with him to make their settlement an official addition to the string of Little 
Landers' colonies with which Smythe had been directly involved. nus may have been because 
Little Landers' colonies were currently under investigation for their viability and 
Runnymede's founders found it preferable to distance their venture somewhat from the Little 
Landers' movement. See Lee, p. 44. 
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over long rows of poultry houses. 

His advertising played upon contemporary rural fantasies nourished by the 
myriad popular publications that glorified life in country and suburb. While 
many periodicals featured country life as only the wealthy could enjoy it, at 
Runnymede, according to Weeks, anyone of moderate means could find country 
happiness - and financial independence, too. There, according to Weeks, a 
person could be the "creator of his own poetical paradise ... surrounded by 
opulence and luxuries grown from the rich, well-watered soil." Runnymede's 
settlers would be "Contented People who realize that all that is worth while in life 
can be secured right in the home garden .... " and "Happy People who get joy in 
the freedom out in the fresh air with the blue sky overhead and a 'little bit of 
heaven' around their feet."42 In the San Francisco Bay Area, Weeks ran the 
following advertisement:" 

WEEKS POULTRY COLONY, PALO ALTO. 
First, feed yourself from the products of your 'little land', 

then specialize in poultry for cash income. This I have done 
successfully for years, am doing now and advise you to do. Visit 
me at Palo Alto and I WILL CONVINCE YOU that I know how 
to keep 1,000 hens on an acre, make them earn $2 per year, and 
still have room for home, garden, fruit and berries. It is the 
IDEAL LIFE, and my new colony, RUNNY~vffiDB, close to my 
own home, the IDEAL PLACE for soil, water supply, climate 
and social advantages. Besides, I agree to teach you and also to 
MARKET YOUR PRODUCTS. Illustrated literature now ready. 
Write or come. 

CHARLES WEEKS, 
Palo Alto, Cal.43 

Settlers. Charles Weeks's version of the California dream attracted a considerable 
variety of people. In 1917 he reported: ''Lawyers, doctors, ministers, professors, 
farmers, in fact people from every calling settle here, bent on one purpose - that 
of making a garden home .... This one purpose creates a bond of sympathy between 
all the neighbors until they are one large family.,,44 Weeks often told of people 
who had given up the daily grind at their desks for a healthy life in the country, 

42. Egg Fanning in California, p. 113. 
43. See "Runnymede Postcard," a promotional brochure in the collection of the East Palo Alto 

Historical and Agricultural Society, donated by Charles Weeks, Jr. 
44. PA Times, 14 November 1917, p. 4. 
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but the colony also attracted a variety of craftspeople who had always made a 
living by their hands. Many settlers were elderly couples. In his promotional 
efforts, Weeks also targeted World War I veterans, advocating an army to till the 
soil using technology for peace rather than war. 

The names of many single women appear in the early ranks of property owners. 
Some of the women who came to Runnymede alone were joined by their 
husbands after World War I was over. Others were widows, and others were 
single women who embarked upon chicken ranching on their own. Weeks and 
others considered poultry farming to an appropriate endeavor for the 
independent woman. A promotional publication issued by the Palo Alto 
Woman's Club, gave a lengthy affirmative to the question, "Can women make a 
success of ranching in this valley?" In California, independent women had tilled 
small irrigated farms of as much as forty acres since the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century. In 1887, Overland Monthly reported: "The work of irrigation is 
so light that women who bought their twenty or forty acre tracts ... enjoy guiding 
the small streamsfrom furrow to furrow .... ,,45 

Weeks's advertising made it clear that he wanted to populate Runnymede with 
prosperous middle class people who had already been successful in their previous 
lives - successful enough that they could pay for their property in cash. All of 
the settlers were of European ancestry; one colonist expressed satisfaction at 
finding "a thoroughly American community as neighbors.,,46 Weeks considered 
"the class of people at Runnymede .. .far above average, making social conditions 
enticing to all who visit the colony."47 His vision of utopia, it turned out, tended to 
be somewhat exclusive. 

llmval at Runnymede. Within five years, Runnymede had attracted 1200 people 
drawn from all over the country, and it had become one of the largest poultry 
producers in the United States. When new colonists first arrived, they stayed in 
dormitories at Charles Weeks's own ranch to be trained in what Weeks modestly 
called the "Charles Weeks Poultry System." There, they sat on benches outdoors 
while they listened to their teacher outline how new scientific methods and 
efficiency engineering techniques could maximize farm outpu~, and how 

45. See Palo Alto Woman's Club, Santa Clara Valley (Palo Alto, Times Publishing Company, 1911): 
32; and Overland Monthly 9 (1887): 624, cited by Worster, p. 101. Information about 
Runnymede's settlers has been gleaned from One Acre and Independence, The Runnymede News, 
maps dating from 1922 and 1925 which inscribe the names of the owners on each plot, and city 
directories. 

46. "Runnymede Postcard," statement by Mr. and Mrs. C.W. Converse. 
47. "Runnymede is a Successful Colony," Palo Alto Times, 14 November 1917, p. 4. 
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combining community cooperation and individual enterprise could bring 
prosperity to everyone. At Weeks's ranch, they also received practical experience 
in intensive farming and poultry raising. Many of them had never before done 
farming of any kind. With Weeks's training, they became more equipped to tum 
the open fields of the East Palo Alto area into a checker board of intensively 
cultivated poultry farms. 

Runnymede's Cooperative Features 

Each farm in Runnymede was individually owned, but members of the colony 
purchased supplies, maintained shared warehouse and social facilities, and 
marketed their produce as a group. According to Weeks, who was inspired by the 
formation of citrus and walnut cooperatives in California, cooperative marketing 
was one of the advantages of living in a a densely settled, organized community. 

Weeks appears to have organized the colony as Runnymede Associated Little. 
Farms, or as Runnymede Poultry Farms, Inc.48 To discuss business, the farmers 
held monthly meetings atwhlch they voted on matters of concern to the colony as 
a whole. 

Rather than having to do their own selling, Runnymede's farmers benefited from 
an "auto truck" that made its way from door to door, picking up eggs and berries 
to take them to market. According to the Palo Alto Times, "By having an expert 
salesman on the road every day all the produce can be sold to the very best 
advantage."49 And the Runnymede farmer was free to devote his or her time to 

' .. farming and leisure pursuits (in whatever time was left over). By 1921, the Weeks 
colony was exporting 500 cases of eggs per week. Though marketing was 
cooperative, each farmer reaped his or her profits individually. Weekly egg 
reports published in the Runnymede News kept everyone up to date on how well 
their neighbors were doing. 

For farming supplies, the colonists maintained a community warehouse where 
they could buy poultry feed and supplies, purchased in bulk to keep prices down, 
at cost. The warehouse was located on the railroad spur that looped between Bay 
Road and Weeks Street. There, grain could be unloaded directly from railroad 

48. Because there is scant mention of how the colony was organized as a cooperative business, this 
is difficult to document. The first mention we found of Runnymede Poultry Farms, Inc. was 
when it was undergoing liquidation in July, 1921. See PA Times, 17 Aug. 1921. 

49. PA Times, 14 Nov. 1917. 
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cars without accruing additional transportation costs. Grain from California's 
interior valleys could also be brought into the colony via Cooley's Landing. The 
Weeks Colony thus benefited from two earlier visions for the area: the old town of 
Ravenswood, which first acknowledged the site's potential for shipping by water; 
and the Ravenswood Development Company's establishment of a small industrial 
district which took advantage of .the transportation advantages of the railroad 
spur. In fact, the warehouse had the Reed Reduction Company and the 
Lubricating Products Company for neighbors. (Today, although much of the 
railroad spur has been taken up, this area along Bay Road continues to support 

~spacRand light industry.L-~_~ _____ ~~ 

As of 1917, plans were also in the works for a cooperative store which would have 
a bakery and meat market, as well as a limited supply of groceries.50 Weeks was 
familiar with the formation of consumer cooperatives in England, Russia, and the 
United States, of which there were an estimated 2,500 by 1919. To Weeks, ''It 
would not be at all astonishing ... if one method of relief from economic distress 
and the evil of excessive profits for middlemen may ultimately be found in just 
this direction of intelligent, mutual business helpfulness of consumers by 
consumers and for consumers."S1 It is not clear whether this cooperative venture 
was ever realized; if it had, it seems likely that Weeks would have publicized it as 
thoroughly as he did Runnymede's other assets. The colony was eventually 
supplied by the Runnymede Grocery,located on Cooley Avenue, which 
advertised itself as selling everything "From Soup to Nuts," induding ice cream 
and root beer.s2 The building that is now the Cooley Avenue Market, at 2235 
Cooley, probably housed Runnymede's first grocery store. 

Weeks's vision for Runnymede included a strong sense of community, and social 
life among neighbors. At first, colonists assembled in each other's homes for social 
occasions and business meetings, but Weeks soon realized that they needed a 
common place to gather. He believed that "a community where interests are 
common can meet in a clubhouse like one large family and enjoys the best in 
music,literature and lecture." At the corner of Weeks Street and Clarke Avenue, 
he constructed a long, gabled structure with craftsman detailing which the 
residents of Runnymede called the "Clubhouse." (See fig. 4.) The colonists, who 
had free use of the structure, held performances and box suppers to raise the 
money to furnish it. It soon became the center of various social and cultural 

SO. PA Times, 14 Nov. 1917. 

51. Charles Weeks, "Consumers in Cooperation," Runnymede News 1, no. 27, May 23, 1919. 
52. See advertisements for the Runnymede Grocery in the PA Times, 2 May 1923 and 11 May 1923. 

The proprietor at that time was J.W. Grimes. 
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activities, and one year Thanksgiving dinner was ev~n held there. 

This structure did not last long as a community center. At first, the colonists 
fonned no more than a small cluster at the front of the large room, but as the 
colony grew they soon filled it to overflowing. To accommodate both a 
community center and a school, Weeks deeded three acres in Woodland Place at 
Euclid and Donohoe to the school district. There, in about 1919, they constructed 
the Woods School (named for Isaiah Woods), a building with four classrooms and 
an auditorium for Runnymede meetings.53 When even this proved inadequate, 
Nonnan Coulter, a San Francisco architect, designed a towered Mission Style 
addition of two classrooms, an auditorium that seated 700 and a motion picture 
room.54 The original clubhouse still stands at 906 Weeks. Not long after it fell into 
disuse, it was converted into a residence. 

In addition to the clubhouse and school, Runnymede also had a community park 
shaded by live oaks, where the colony held annual fairs to demonstrate the 
advantages of intensive fanning. This also provided a campground for visitors. 
The park was probably located on Cooley Avenue where E. Egli ran an II Auto 
Camp" store in 1925. 

To Weeks, amusement and relaxation were both important components of life. 
Weeks liked to emphasize that Runnymede residents enjoyed greater leisure time 
because of the efficiency of their fanning methods. liThe ability to concentrate 
requires the ability to relax," he said. ''In order to work you must know how to 
play. Men who carry great burdens and responsibilities are always those who are 
able at times to lay down the burden and be a child with the children." 

A Description of Runnymede 

Layout. Having corne from a large Midwestern farm, Weeks remembered how 
lonely farm life could be when families were separated by vast tracts of land. For 
Runnymede, he envisioned a farming community that put neighbors as close to 
one another as if they were living in an ordinary suburb. To facilitate this, 
Runnymede's broad grid of unpaved streets55 was lined with long, narrow, one-

53. When the Woods School was torn down in the 195Os, Charles Weeks, Jr., attempted to reclaim 
the three acres donated for educational purposes by his father. This legal attempt failed. This 
information supplied by Charles Weeks, Jr., in a telephone conversation, 7 September 1993. 

54. See One Acre and Independence (Oct. 1922): 1()...11 for a photograph of the clubhouse and a 
drawing of the new school addition. 
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acre lots, their short ends fronting the street (fig. 5). TflOugh the lots were (and still 
are) extraordinarily deep, the width of their street frontages was similar to those 
in other modest suburban areas. With this layout, if a house had been constructed 
on every lot, a visitor walking down one of Runnymede's streets might have 
thought she or he was in an ordinary suburban neighborhood. 

As it turned out, since many colonists preferred to settle on two to five acres, the 
houses were more widely spaced and Runnymede's suburban potential was never 
fully realized. Nevertheless, Runnymede's layout was meant to give form to 
Charles Weeks's dream of creating a suburb of efficient small farms organized to 
facilitate community and independence. Because the farms were so small, 
colonists were still close enough together to exchange information and to share a 
strong sense of community. 

Buildings. On their one to five acre lots, Runnymede's farmers constructed what 
Weeks referred to as their "garden homes." The first of these, belonging to the 
Morse family, went up between June and July of 1916. The earliest houses in the 
colony typically were modest, one-story rectangular boxes with gabled roofs and 
occasional small front porches. The more substantial houses were craftsman 
bungalows with such features as pergolas, stout porch supports, windows 
grouped into horizontal units, exposed rafters, and triangular knee braces. Many 
of both types survive throughout East Palo Alto. Runnymede's houses are similar 
to those erected on small farms throughout the Santa Clara Valley and many also 
resemble contemporary suburban houses all over the San Francisco Bay Area. 

_ Each small farm also had a series of other buildings. It was reported that most 
colonists owned automobiles, and many constructed separate garages in which to 
house them. In a few rare cases, we have found Runnymede-era houses that have 
garages directly incorporated into them. A good example is 1936 Beech, a cottage 
resting on a high foundation, with a garage reached by a sloping driveway cut 
into its base. This was unusual at a time when there was still considerable concern 
about cars blowing up and taking the adjacent house with them. Next to most 
houses stood a tankhouse which stored water from each farm's individual well, 
and along the sides of each property stretched at least one long narrow structure 
designed for efficient poultry raising. (For a more detailed discussion of tank 
houses and poultry houses, see below.) 

Lots. The layout of Runnymede's lots was designed to combine the atmosphere 
of suburbia with an efficient, independent agricultural enterprise (fig. 6). 

55. University Avenue was pavr,x! in 1916, Donohoe in 1919. 
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Runnymede's settlers constructed their small cottages or bungalows toward the 
fronts of their lots, and many of them had neat, unfenced front yards and 
walkways leading up to the front door. The open, grassy front yard, untouched by 
any sign of agriculture, was (and in many cases still is) a long-standing American 
suburban tradition which was meant to give the whole area a park-like 
a trnosphere. 

From the front many of Runnymede's lots appeared suburban, but from the rear 
they were unmistakably agricultural. Laid out according to Charles Weeks's 
distinctive approach to farming and husbandry, each intensively-cultivated small 
farm wasted not an inch of space. Long, instensively-cultivated gardens, fertilized 
with chicken manure gathered from the poultry house, supplied greens for the 
chickens and a variety of produce for the table. One woman, who signed her 
name as Norma, reported in the poultry colony's magazine that her family of 
thirty-five people was fed from the "Intensive Garden" outside the kitchen 
window. This measured eight feet by eighty (about one seventh of an acre), its 
dimensions suited to the long narrow lot structured around the poultry house. In 
addition to vegetables, she also grew flowers to grace the family's "amusement 
hall" and dining room. "Mother Nature is kind/' Norma explained, "and is 
lavishly generous, if we but take the trouble to understand her and make her a 
daily companion." Additional space lent itself to fruit trees, a bee hive, and room 
for the family goat. Some colonists also raised berries, mushrooms, or rabbits. By 

. combining poultry-raising for cash with the careful cultivation of the small farm, 
Weeks expected that each family should find its needs fully met. 

The Tankhouse and the Poultry House 

Tankhouses. Among the most distinctive features of East Palo Alto's historic 
landscape are the tankhouses erected adjacent to Runnymede's original "garden 
homes." Charles Weeks believed that one of the most important keys to 
independence was an abundant, low-cost water supply. As he explained, 
''Independence as regards water is of the highest importance for the California 
farmer and the very essential of success."56 Tankhouses, many of which survive 
today, provided the center of each small farm's irrigation system. They are sturdy 
two-story structures that are rectilinear or slightly tapered in outline. (See fig. 7.) 
During Runnymede's peak, their heavy framing, enclosed and reinforced with a 
protective siding, supported an elevated water tank resting on a platform that was 
slightly arched to allow for rainwater run-off. The elevated reservoirs, most of 

56. Palo Alto Times, 14 November 1917, p. 4. 
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which were left exposed, provided a gravity inc;iuced pressure system for the farm 
family's needs. Similar tankhouses are still sprinkled throughout the Santa Clara 
Valley stretching down to Gilroy, south of San Jose.57 

The tankhouse formed the mechanical heart of the Little Lands farm. Arterial 
networks of electrical wires connected the tankhouse to surrounding buildings. 
Outside each one, a centrifugal pump run by a five horse-power electric motor 
pumped 250 to 400 gallons per minute, circulating water to the farmhouse, 
gardens, and poultry houses (fig. 8). Other labor-saving machines, such as feed 
cutters and washing machines, could also be operated using the pump's motor. 
Many of the mechanisms that made intensive farming on one acre feasible were 
centered around the tankhouse. The tankhouse became a vivid symbol of the 
Little Landers' farms' factory-like efficiency and modernity. 

In Runnymede's flat terrain, tankhouses also became landmarks, distinguishing 
one property from another. They varied in form and embellishment according to 
individual taste. Some farmers, such as Henry Bertram, painted their tankhouses 
to match the color schemes of their houses. One particularly well-to-do colonist, 
Arnold E. Martinelli, flanked his tankhouse with two garages, incorporating it 
mtO a sJA4.mettical, formal complex to complement the large house he erected in 
front of it (fig. 8). This may still be seen at 2124 University Avenue. Others 
distinguished their tankhouses by adding pyramidal roofs and railings around 
the tanks to form sheltered observation decks. From there, they could survey their 
land and the surrounding small farms stretching toward the Bay. When viewed 
from inside or out, tankhouses underscored the Runnymede landowner's 
independent status. 

Poultry houses. While tankhouses provided vertical markers for the individual 
farms, long, narrow poultry houses stretched horizontally across the landscape, 
defining boundaries between properties. (See fig. 10.) Weeks developed these 
unusual structures to maximize egg production and minimize land use and labor. 
All poultry farmers in Runnymede adopted Charles Weeks's method of poultry 
raising. Weeks shunned the traditional free range system which required a large 
farmyard for a sizable flock. Instead, Weeks'~ poultry houses confined groups of 

57. For a typology of tankhouses, see LeOn S. Pitman, "Domestic Tankhouses of Rural California," 
Pioneer America 8, no. 2 (1976): 84-97; and Allen G. Noble, Wood, Brick, and Stone (Amherst 
University of Massachusetts Press, 1984): 83-4. Also see Brian F. Terhorst, "The Changing 
Forms of Sonoma County Tankhouses," unpublished graduate seminar paper, Sonoma State 
University, Fall 1989. According to Terhorst, enclosed tankhouses - as opposed to water 
towers which have their structural elements left exposed - began to appear in the San 
Francisco Bay Area as early as the 1860s. 

46 



twenty to twenty-five birds in coops measuring eight by eight feet. Though the 
enclosed method of chicken raising has corne into question in recent years, early 
in the century it seemed a revolutionary step. Among the first to develop this 
concept was a man named Philo from Elmira, New York, who published a 
pamphlet that explained how to keep chickens in small pens. The pamphlet's sale 
made Philo a wealthy man, as thousands of people put chicken coops on the 
backs of city lots, in suburban backyards, and even on the roofs of tall buildings. 
With these rooftop roosts, Philo helped to bring rural pursuits to the city, while 
Weeks hoped to transfer city amenities to the country.58 

The small coop's potential for combining intensive poultry raising with suburban 
life intrigued Charles Weeks, who maximized efficiency by lining up the pens in 
poultry houses that grew to as much as 240 feet long. Their shape fit well on 
Runnymede's lots, which may have been structured to accommodate them, and 
their design made it possible for them to be tended by one family, or even one 
individual. The open front of each house was designed to maximize illumination 
by the sun. In the winter, electric lights supplemented sunlight to give the 
chickens "longer working hours./I Water flowed automatically from well to coop, 
and shallow feeding troughs ran along the outside of each house, enabling the 
farmer, with no wasted motion, to walk along and fill the trough in one clean 
sweep. In this way, the poultry house replicated the linear course of the factory 
assembly line.59 

The length and number of poultry houses on a given property became a tangible 
sign of a given farmer's prosperity. These "neat systematic poultry houses," as 
Weeks called them, could hold up to 1000 chickens that could easily be tended by 

.,- one family or even one individual. Weeks estimated that the sale of the eggs 
yielded by 250 chickens would be enough to support one person, while 1000 
chickens could meet the basic needs a family of four. Additional chickens yielded 
money in the bank. Weekly reports in the Runnymede News reinforced status 
distinctions by publicly indicating how many eggs each rancher in Runnymede 
had produced. Any Runnymede colonist could have calculated the number of 
chickens owned by their neighbors by surveying the length and number of their 
coops. More chicken coops signified more eggs and more money - and Charles 
Weeks had the most of all. . 

58. Weeks, Egg Fanning in California, p. 43. 
59. On Charles Weeks's poultry house design see Weeks's own descriptions in Egg Fanning in 

California; II The Model Acre," One Acre and Independence (Oct. 1922): 9; "Scientific and Artistic 
Poultry House for Intensive Egg Farming," One Acre and Independence (Nov. 1922): 1; and 
Thomas Stewart, liThe Charles Weeks Poultry House," One Acre and Independence (September 
1922): 5--6 and (November 1922): 5-{}. 
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The Colony's Four Sections 

As Runnymede grew, Charles Weeks kept adding new tracts of land. The first 
site he selected was owned by Peter Faber, a prosperous dairy fanner who held a 
large acreage across San Francisquito Creek from where Weeks had established 
his own poultry ranch. Having subdivided his property in 1912, Faber was 
already prepared to sell it Off.60 Weeks and Faber joined forces in marketing the 
land, which extended roughly between Cooley, Woodland, Pulgas and Run
nymede Streets. As he worked with Faber, Weeks functioned as a cross between 
an entrepreneurial real estate developer and a social visionary. But Weeks himself 
did not acquire the property for resale to Runnymede colonists.61 Instead, each 
settler dealt directly with Peter Faber without a real estate agent as an 
intennediary, and each settler paid cash for his or her property. It was argued that 
this helped to keep prices down because interest and commissions could be 
avoided. One colonist reported that an acre in Runnymede, with superior 
conditions, cost forty percent less than elsewhere on the Peninsula or in Alameda 
county.62 Another reason why they asked for payment in full was that Weeks and 
Faber wanted to make it clear that their enterprise was not, by any means, a shady 
or exploitive real estate scheme designed to snag people with possibilities, for 
little money down, that looked more promising than they could ever turn out to 
be in reality.63 

This first portion of the colony is generally characterized by modest, one-story 
cottages varying according to individual colonists' tastes and means. Many of 
them (992 Myrtle and 2260 Clarke, for example) are simple gabled boxes devoid of 
ornamentation. Others (2261 Clarke and 1036 Beech) include Craftsman detailing 
such as exposed rafters, triangular knee braces, and brackets. 

60. In May, 1912, Faber had subdivided a portion of his land into parcels that were mostly of five 
acres. There were three larger parcels of 48,36, and 77 1/4 acres. (maps 8-31) Faber is recorded 
as sharing ownership with Edward K. Oarke, Edith A.E. Lyman, and Charlotte H. Wright. 
This tract had been known as the Oarke Ranch situate at Ravenswood. Today, the area is still 
known as the Faber Subdivision. 

61. To verify whether the property was ever in Weeks's name, we traced back some of the deeds. 
Charles Bloom, for example, bought a lot of approximately one acre directly from Peter and 
Laura E. Faber with no mention of Charles Weeks. Book of Deeds, vol. 256, p. 396, 10 Jan. 1917 
at 9:37. 

62. "Runnymede Postcard," statement by Rev. Charles L. Hyde. 
63. To show that he would not exploit the elderly, for example, Peter Faber announced that he 

would "not permit any dear old lady with $500 or $600 to settle upon a stone pile at 
Runnymede and try to make a living upon it." Palo Alto Times, 24 July 1916, cited by Lee, p. 44. 
There had been some discouragement at the Little Landers Colony at San Ysidro, where some 
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The second addition to Runnymede, comprised 135 acres that had once been the 
Cooley Ranch.64 The new area extended from Runnymede Street to Bay Road be
tween Pulgas and Cooley, with a portion projecting along Bay Road to the south. 
This extension included the sites of the Reed Reduction Company and the Lubri
cating Products Company, both reached by the Southern Pacific Railroad Spur.65 

Weeks characterized this area as a place for more substantial homes than those 
erected by the first settlers. 971 and 991 Runnymede - two houses that are very 
similar - are among the few two-story residences erected in the colony. Some 
have more graceful detailing than the more modest cottages in the first section, 
but others are scarcely more elaborate than the craftsman bungalows erected in 
the first part of the colony. 

For the third addition to Runnymede, Charles Weeks turned to Woodland Place, 
which had been subdivided in 1907 and marketed by the Ravenswood Investment 
Company whose schemes had never fully materialized. The subdivision extended 
from Runnymede to San Francisquito Creek and was roughly bounded by Euclid 
and Cooley (today it ends at Highway 101). Weeks himself held an interest in this 
land, for his name appears as the grantor in the county's books of deeds. The 
property sold rapidly during 1919. As the lots were sold off to Runnymede 
colonists, the area retained the name of Woodland Place, which it continues to 
bear to this day. 

This third addition to Runnymede was somewhat different from the other parts of 
the colony. When it was still in the hands of the Ravenswood Investment 
Company, it was marketed as a traditional suburban area, and it never lost this 
flavor, even when it became part of the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony. Though 
Weeks's motto was "one acre and independence," the lots in Woodland Place var
ied in size from nearly two acres to less than half an acre. Weeks geared the area 
toward "people of means who wish a pretty setting for a garden home with every 
essential in soil and water so they may make a paradise all their own." For those 
who settled here, gardening would be a hobby, and poultry, rabbits, pigeons, or a 
cow would be animals they kept on the side to contribute to their quality of life 
rather than to provide their chief source of sustenance. 

of the settlers found themselves trying to till inferior soil. 
64. PA Times, 19 May 1922. This portion is designated in county records as the Charles Weeks 

Poultry Colony. 
65. See map, PA Times" 14 Nov. 1917. This had probably been the land belonging to William 

Cooley and Charles Cooley. 
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Arnold Martinelli, for example, built one of the largest houses in Runnymede at 
2124 University Avenue, which cut through the heart of Woodland Place. Behind 
his imposing craftsman home he built a tankhouse flanked by two garages, 
forming a m~mumental complex unusual for this area. 

In 1920 Weeks acquired land for the Fourth Addition to Runnymede,66 extending 
from Woodland to Menalto to Donohoe to Euclid. Since much of this area was 
wiped out when Highway 101 was widened in the late 1950s, the only portion 
that remains today is on the west side of the highway, and part of it is now in 
Menlo Park. Unlike Woodland Place, this area was laid out for the farmer seeking 
to support him or herself on the land. Unlike the other parts of Runnymede, this 
area had a centralized water supply. Because of this, properties such as 250 
Donohoe have an array of agricultural buildings, but no tankhouses. By 1922 the 
fourth addition to Runnymede was nearly all sold. By this date, the colony had 
attracted about 400 families and a population of 1200 who had small farms 
covering more than 640 acres. 

Runnymede's Demise 

Leisure through efficiency, harmony with nature through science, community and 
independence - these ideas were at the heart of Charles Weeks's dream for 
Runnymede. Weeks envisioned a future in which every city had a suburb of little 
garden farms within commuting distance "So that the family may live a 
wholesome life close to nature." This was not to be. 

A variety of factors contributed to Runnymede's demise by the 1930s. From the 
very beginning, the colony's land sold quickly, but there was also considerable 
turnover in property. Some people remained for no more than a year. Some of this 
may have been due to people finding life and work in Runnymede less idyllic 
than they had anticipated, but it is also likely that some people were simply 
speculating in real estate. In 1919, The Runnymede News commented on how easy it 
was to sell Runnymede's farms, but warned that property values were going up 
and that he or she who sells now may never be able to buy back into the colony. 
The sale of Runnymede properties reportedly accelerated in the 19305. In 1958, 
Collis Steere, who had held land in East Palo Alto since 1926, recalled that, "The 
poultry ranches began dying at the same time Bayshore [Highway 101] was built. 
The highway raised land values so it didn't pay to keep ranches."67 

66. San Mateo County Maps, book 10, page 28. the map indicates hat the mortgage was held by 
. the Bank of Palo Alto. 
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Charles Weeks's departure from the colony may also have contributed to its 
demise. In the early 1920s, Weeks's attention wandered from Runnymede to a 
new colony, named Owens mouth, which he established near Los Angeles. 
Sometime between 1921 and 1923 he left Runnymede, and a man named Edwin S. 
Williams was listed in the city directory as the proprietor of the Weeks Poultry 
Ranch in Palo Alto. It is likely that the loss of its dynamic leader disturbed 
Runnymede's equilibrium. In 1921, the cooperative Runnymede Poultry Farms, 
Inc. went into liquidation and a longtime Palo Alto resident, W. O. Horabin 
purchased the community warehouse on the railroad spur.68 The independent 
water supply that started out to be such an important componant in the Charles 
Weeks Poultry System, grew less and less dependable. Gradually, salt water 
reportedly seeped into the wells, poisoning the chickens, and a local well-driller 
could no longer guarantee sweet water in Runnymede-area wells. People in 
various parts of the community began to form water districts that gradually. 
displaced the individual wells. (The tall water tower and pumphouse on Myrtle 
Street, which formed the East Almond Cooperative Water Company's pumping 
plant, is the last remaining old water tower in East Palo Alto.69) Finally, the 
Depression made it increasingly difficult for colonists to make a living on their 
small farms, and increasing numbers of them took outside jobs.70 

In the meantime, East Palo Alto's landscape began to change. As more people 
began to receive their water from centralized supplies, most tankhouses lost the 
tanks that once crowned them, and many others were tom down. Others were 
transformed into storage sheds or apartments. Most of Runnymede's poultry 
houses are now gone, but a few are being used for storage or have been 
incorporated into fences. Gradually, colonists sold off portions of their lots, and 
new houses began to fill in a landscape that had once been wide open. A few 
dense new developments have been thrust into Runnymede's long narrow lots. 
Yet enough of the colony's one-acre lots, tankhouses, and chicken coops remain 
that East Palo Alto may well be the best surviving example of a Little Landers 
colony in the western United States. 

67. Palo Alto Times, 4 September 1958. 
68. Horabin had operated a feed and fuel business in Palo Alto since at least 1907. 
69. Robert E. Garcia, who had lived in East Palo Alto since 1921, reported that his father, Robert 

Paul Garcia, drilled the well and constructed the water tower for the East Almond Water 
Company on Myrtle St. around 1925. This information was gained in a telephone conversation 
with Mr. Garda, 23 September 1993. 

70. This became clear when we traced selected colonists' occupations listed in Palo Alto city 
directories. We found that among those who remained on their land, it was not unusual for the 
listed occupation to shift from rancher or poultryman to carpenter, gardener, or minister. 
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Chapter 6 

East Palo Alto 
From the 1920s to the Present 

Suburbanization in the 19208 and 19308 

During the 1920s, several of East Palo Alto's landowners created new 
subdivisions that were strictly suburban in their layouts. In contrast with Charles 
Weeks's suburban-farm fusion, the lots tended to be smaller, the street grids more 
dense. 

The first of these was Palo Alto Park. Bounded roughly by Menalto, Donohoe, 
Bay and Euclid, it was subdivided in November of 1924 for the California Pacific 
Realty Company. With its tight street grid, it became one of the most densely
developed sections of East Palo Alto. The neighborhood combined year-round 
residences with vacation homes owned by people who lived in San Francisco and 
its vicinity. Some of the area's primary residences, such as the Vitale house at 2183 
Ralmar, were quite substantial. But since both vacation homes and primary 
residences tended to vary in size and style, it is difficult now to pinpoint which 
was which. It seems likely, however, that some of the tiniest cottages, such as the 
one at 2361 Glen Way, were vyeek-end or summer places. 

One former East Palo Altan has characterized the area as a weekend retreat for the 
"working man" as opposed to Atherton and Woodside, which attracted wealthier 
vacationers. At this time, many San Franciscans owned or rented places on the 
peninsula to enjoy the wannth of the summer sunshine. Palo Alto Park has been 
described as being like a resort, centered around a park with an oval swimming 
pool restricted to the subdivision's residents. (This pool was formerly part of the 
Donohoe estate?1) Despite the fact that many of the subdivision's property 

71. Donohoe's oval swimming pool was demolished years ago; its site is now occupied by the 
Palo Alto Park Mutual Water Co., which still operates its wells and pumping equipment here. 
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owners had their permanent addresses elsewhere, on~ former resident 
remembered the area as having a marvelous sense of commuruty.72 

Another 1920s subdivision was Ravenswood Villas, roughly bounded by Euclid, 
Runnymede, Cooley, and Bay. This land, subdivided in 1926, was owned by J.H. 
and Pearle R. Stubbe. J.H. Stubbe came to the East Palo Alto area in 1918. Mter 
operating a hatchery in Campbell, he transferred his business to Runnymede 
where he purchased twenty-five acres right next to the second addition to the 
Weeks Poultry Colony. There, he sunk his own well and established himself as 
Runnymede's rival in the poultry business.73 In 1924 the J.H. Stubbe Poultry 
Ranch and Hatchery changed its name to the Ravenswood Poultry Ranch and 
Hatchery to establish a trade name and geographicallocation.74 Though Stubbe 
subdivided his land in 1926, he remained in the poultry business and appears to 
have sold off his lots slowly. As late as October 2, 1940 he ran an advertisement in 
the Palo Alto Times, offering "LOTS-HOMES built to suit, New Street-Suburban 
Section ... "75 505 Runnymede, a Mission Style house with a gracefully curving 
parapet, is a particularly good example of a period-revival house constructed in 
this area. 

Other small subdivisions, such as Woodland Park and Garden Acres, were laid 
out during this period, but Palo Alto Park and Woodland Place remained the 
principal suburban neighborhoods in the East Palo Alto area. At the same time, 
numerous Runnymede landholders sold their properties and newer hOuses were 
constructed among the older agricultural holdings. Even with new developments 
inserted into the old Weeks colony, much of the area retained its rural 
atmosphere. While the new suburban sections reportedly acquired higher status 
than the rural Runnymede areas, people interviewed during the survey 

72. Information on Palo Alto Park comes from San Mateo County maps division records, and 
telephone interviews with Adrienne Vitale Principal, 25 July 1993, and Thomas Kavanaugh, 31 
March 1993. 

73. PA Times, 25 June 1918. For a time in the early 19205, Stubbe became one of the largest poultry 
producers on the West Coast, and probably one of the biggest suppliers of chicks to the settlers 
at Runnymede, especially after Charles Weeks left the area for Owensmouth. According to a 
1921 article in the Palo Alto Times, Stubbe's Poultry Farm sent out a shipment of 2,100 newly 
hatched birds to a client in Salt Lake City, the largest of its time. (The largest previous was 
1,000 chicks.) 'The Stubbe ranch is sending out an average of 16,000 chicks per week, including 
parcel post and express shipments," the article stated. See "Record Shipment of Chicks Is 
Made by Parcel Post," PA Times, 13 April 1921. 

74. PA Times, 14 May 1924. 
75. Ravenswood Villas was subdivided December 15, 1926. Pearle R. and J.H. Stubbe are listed as 

owners, with Kate C. Leakey and Collis H. and Bertine Steere as parties in interest. See record 

53 



repeatedly said that the whole East Palo Alto district retained lower status than 
Palo Alto. 76 ' 

The Blossoming of Floriculture 

Compared to the nearby communities of Palo Alto and Menlo Park, property 
values remained low throughout East Palo Alto, whether in Palo Alto P.1rk or 
Runnymede. Palo Alto and Menlo Park profited from close proximity to 
Stanford University, building up prosperous business and residential districts in 
the 1930s and 1940s to serve the expanding institution. East Palo Alto seemed 
remote from Stanford, cut off from it by a major highway (on Highway 101, see 
below) and bounded by the Bay. East Palo Alto lacked the cultural amenities, 
infrastructure improvements, and municipal services offered by its neighbors to 
attract a critical mass of residents. Moreover, until the past twenty years or so, 
along the entire length of the San Francisco Peninsula the areas nearer to the bay 
tended to be less expensive and lower in prestige. (One reason for this was closer 
proximity to the warehousing and industry that often clustered near the 
waterfront.) Low property values and less pressure for commercial and 
residential expansion enabled agricultural use of the land in the East Palo Alto 
area to continue well into the post-war eraP 

The period from the late 1930s through the 1950s was the heyday of flower
growing in East Palo Alto. During the first half of the twentieth century, the 
raising of chrysanthemums, violets, carnations, and lilies was San Mateo County's 

.,. largest industry. Refrigerated "flower trains" transported the blooms grown in 
portions of Colma, Belmont, Redwood City, and East Palo Alto back to Eastern 

in San Mateo County Maps, 15-22. Apparently, Stubbe sold his poultry business to S.V. 
Raynowaround 1950. Raynow operated the Crown Poultry Farm at 2300 University Ave. on 
at least a portion of the old Stubbe land. Raynow's ranch sold chickens wholesale for its first 
year-and-a-half of operation and later tried marketing directly to the public. See advertisement 
in the PA Times, 27 August 1952. 

76. Robert Garcia noted that Palo Alto tended to look down on East Palo Alto. As an illustration 
of this hauteur, Garcia recalled that in the early 1930s Palo Altans did not want to house their 
smelly municipal refuse trucks within the city limits; Palo Alto's leaders sought to garage 
them in East Palo Alto, although this idea was stopped when Garcia's mother wrote a letter to 
the editor of the Palo Alto Times sharply criticizing this proposal. 

77. A variety of agricultural pursuits took place in East Palo Alto during and after the break-up of 
the Weeks colony. Some took to ranching small, fur-bearing animals, such as ermine or 
rabbits. Truck-farming was a popular endeavor. The large landholder Peter Faber continued 
to raise dairy cattle on his land, and a handful of others, including Portuguese irnnUgrants, 
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markets?8 The first floriculturists appeared in East Palo Alto by the early 1930s, 
and the cultivation of asters was reported to be a thriving business in 1937.79 

At its peak, the business was dominated by Italian, and especially by Japanese
American families who built rows of long greenhouses on their properties.80 The 
two largest Italian growers, Frank J. Siri and Frank "Lucky" Podesta, moved to 
East Palo Alto in 1946.81 They farmed extensive acreages just east of the Bayshore 
Highway, at 2012 Clarke Ave. and 1961 Pulgas Avenue, respectively.82 Larger 
Japanese growers, such as the Okuno and Nakanishi families, also occupied plots 
close to Bayshore.83 Many smaller mom-and-pop operations (mostly Japanese), 
such as that of Albert Nakai at 1054 Weeks Street, filled in scattered lots in the 
former Runnymede colony. 

Hindered by discriminatory property laws and de facto segregation, numerous 
Japanese flower-growers nevertheless established lucrative businesses. 84 The first 
Japanese immigrants entered California in the 1880s. White employers eagerly 
hired Japanese arrivals as laborers to perform low-paying jobs. As their numbers 
increased during the 1900s and 1910s, and Japanese workers were seen as 
threatening jobs reserved for white labor, resentment toward them grew, just as it 
had for the Chinese before them. By the early 1920s, with xenophobia on the rise, 
racial quotas were arranged with the Japanese government, limiting immigration 
to a trickle. Many Japanese immigrants were poor farmers, who came to 
California from Hawaii, where they had worked on pineapple plantations. In 
California of the 19205, the prospects for a young Japanese man or woman were 
limited. Household service or restaurant or laundry labor were typical pursuits 
for those settling in cities. The other option was to follow the migratory rural life 
of a fruit picker, in the apricot, strawberry, prune, and grape fields of the Santa 

such as A.P. and Maria Sequiera, were also engaged in the dairy business. 
78. On flower-growing in San Mateo County, see Michael Svanenik, ''When F10wers were a 

Blooming Business," San Mateo Times" 24 March 1989, p.B3. 
79. A. Groves was the first nurseryman listed in the East Palo Alto directory between 1925-1940. 

Groves operated a florist shop at the comer of Oarke and Walnut Streets. On the cultivation of 
asters see "Profit of $1600 Cuts Bonded Debt," P.A. Times" 20 August 1937. 

80. Chinese-American families also grew flowers here, particularly asters, but there were fewer 
Chinese than the other two groups. Some of these Chinese growers share-cropped on 
Kavanaugh land in the 1940s. F.H. Chang and C.F. Chin ran nurseries at 1391 Bay Road and 
1397 Bay Road in 1948. (The landowner Moses Kavanaugh lived at 1395 Bay Road.) 

81. On Podesta's arrival in East Palo Alto see, "Local Flower Industry at Easter Peak," P.A. Times" 
7 April 1950. See also, Frances Moffat, "You're Lucky If You Have an Easter Lily Blooming," 
P.A. Times, 23 March 1951, p. 1. 

82. Podesta owned twenty-four acres. 
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Clara and Central Valleys. Seasonal labor in canning plants could supplement 
family income. Once Japanese families had saved enough money for rent and 
equipment, many chose to become cash tenant farmers, ways of life offering more 
stability. 

Early city directories of Runnymede's population indicate that a handful of 
Japanese lived in East Palo Alto during the early 1920s. These individuals worked 
as gardeners or ranchers, probably on one acre (or smaller) plots. It is likely that 
most were cash fanners or sharecroppers, who did not own their land. 
California's legislators passed Alien Land laws in 1913 and 1920 specifically to 
prohibit Issei, or Japanese-born immigrants, from owning property.85 Any 
property bought had to be held in the name of an adult American-born relative, 
which was sometimes impossible. 

The numbers of Japanese in East Palo Alto grew in the 19305 and 1940s, save for 
the period of war-time internment from 1942 to 1945. Most, like the Okunos or 
Nakanishis, were flower-growers. Men and women worked long hours side by 
side in the greenhouses, planting, weeding, watering, and bunching the flowers. 
In addition, women did all of the hoUsework and raised the children. Many men 
supplemented their modest farming incomes by working as gardeners on the 
estates of well-to-do white families. Then, during World War II, their lives were 
utterly disrupted. Most, if not all, of East Palo Alto's population of Japanese
Americans were part of a group of 144 sent from Palo Alto to the war-time 
internment camp at Heart Mountain, Wyoming, in May 1942.86 Following their 
humiliating war-time experience, many returned to the area. Some experienced a 
new level of prosperity, becoming land and business owners. In 1948, for 
example, four Japanese families had opened florist shops or nurseries at 1751, 
1805, 1905, an~ 2105 Bayshore Highway.87 By 1954, eighteen nurseries existed in 
East Palo Alto, and twenty were located here in 1957, the great majority owned by 
Japanese-American families. East Palo Alto possessed during the 1950s one of the 

83. The Okunos farmed land at 2032 Cooley Avenue in 1948, on the future site of Ravenswood 
High School, and the same year the Nakanishis farmed a parcel on Oarke Ave., near to their 
Palo Alto Florist shop at 1805 Bayshore Highway. 

84. For more information on the successive stages of the Japanese immigrant's economic 
conditions, see Timothy J. Lukes and Gary Y. Okahiro, Japanese Legacy: Fanning and Community 
Life in California's Santa Clara Valley Cupertino, CA: California History Center, 1985). 

85. For more on California's Alien Land Laws, see Lukes and Okahiro, pp. 57-59. 
86. See "144 Japanese Say Goodbye to Homes Here," P.A. Times, 26 May, 1942. 
87. M.H Fukima's Mayeda Shozo nursery was at 1751 Bayshore, Tsuruko Nakanishi's Palo Alto 

Florist at 1805 Eayshore, Arthur Nakata's florist shop at 1905 Eayshore, and the Kawakami 
Tornozo Nursery at 2191 Eayshore. 
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largest remaining concentrations of agricultural enterprises on the San Francisco 
Peninsula. The success of these flower-growing businesses continued well into the 
1970s when, many of the older growers began to die off, and their children, many 
of them college educated, did not take up the family businesses. Low-cost 
importation of flowers from such countries as Columbia has also contributed to 
the recent disappearance of flower growers from East Palo Alto. 

East Palo Alto's floraculturists adapted well to the Runnymede landscape. The 
long thin lots sub-divided to accommodate the Weeks Poultry System were 
perfectly suited for similarly proportioned greenhouses. Greenhouses could vary 
in size, materials, and configuration, depending on the grower's space, wealth, 
and crop. Some flower growers built separate greenhouses in series. Others 
merged several greenhouses into one vast interior space. Albert Nakai, for 
example, composed his greenhouses at 1054 Weeks Street of several gable roofed 
sections, each twenty feet wide and 230 feet long. From the 1930s to the 50s, most 
greenhouses, such as Nakai's, possessed structural frameworks of thin wood 
posts (fig. 11). (Later, some growers began to use standardized metal frames') 
Over the walls and roof of the wood frame, Nakai placed translucent materials
fiberglass and polyethylene sheets. (If glass were used to sheath the frame, more 
elaborate structural framing was needed to support it.) Beds were placed directly 
into the ground. Delicate flowers required attention to moisture and temperature. 
In Nakai's house, the peak of the gabled roof was vented. One gable end was also 
vented, and large electric fans at the other end created strong breezes for cooling. 
Heating was achieved through a gas-fired, forced alr furnace, which was placed in 
a separate corrugated metal shed. Growers originally did their watering by hand, 
but later employed hose soakers hung near the ceiling. 

The area's Japanese growers developed variants on the conventional greenhouse. 
To raise delicate chrysanthemums, which could be damaged by over-exposure to 
heat and insects, large wood-framed houses without gables were clad in rows of 
white cheesecloth. Groups of Japanese farmers would gather each year to aid one 
another in attaching the cheesecloth to the wood frames, an event similar to a 
barn-raising. Chrysanthemums blossom naturally during the autumn and winter. 
During the summer, Japanese growers used black satin or dark polyethylene over 
wood frames to cover off-season crops and simulate the shorter days of sunlight 
the flowers needed to bloom. Though few of these frames appear to remain in the 
city, the wood-framed remnants of a cheesecloth house do exist within a 
greenhouse on the Nakai's property. Because prewar greenhouses appear to have 
been replaced following World War II, one of the earliest greenhouses surviving 
in East Palo Alto was constructed in 1945 or 1946 and may be found behind the 
packing shed on the Nakanishi property. 
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As in the Weeks colony, distinctions of wealth and status could also be read in the 
greenhouse architecture of the floraculturists. Similar to chicken coops, the size 
and nmnber of greenhouses immediately communicated the grower's relative 
prosperity. So, too, did distinctions in materials. Prosperous growers could afford 
fully-glazed, 200-foot houses, while less affluent farmers built smaller sheds 
covered in wide strips of polyethylene plastic or fiberglass. Polyethylene did not 
insulate as well as glass, nor was it as durable. Later greenhouses of the 1950s, 
composed of prefabricated steel skeletons, replaced wood-framed structures, and 
were possessed at first by only the wealthiest growers, who could afford to 
switch systems. 

Post W orld War II Subdivisions 

East Palo Alto was transformed by the postwar building boom that turned rural 
acres across the country into suburban housing developments. From an area with 
a predominantly rural atmosphere, it developed the "look of a city," to quote a 
local newspaper. The transformation began in 1947 when new housing develop
ments and industries attracted a larger population. Between 1950 and 1957, they 
arrived at the rate of 1000 people or 300 families per year. Several major subdivi
sions, and a nmnber of smaller ones, were laid out, including Palo Alto Gardens, 
University Village, and Bayshore Park. New real estate offices opened their doors 
and the Peninsula Builders' Exchange was formed as a nonprofit group for the 
uadvancement of building contractors on the peninsula./88 

Palo Alto Gardens, one of East Palo Alto's largest postwar subdivisions, was de
veloped in several stages beginning in August of 1947, when phase one was 
initiated by the Arco Building Company and its president, Jesse Horn. Typical of 
many contemporary suburban developments, the rectilinear grid was replaced by 
gently curving streets with names that suggested the beauties of nature, including 
Azalia, Gardenia, and Verbena. Between 1951 and 1954, the Pennsylvania Title 
Guaranty Company continued to develop Palo Alto Gardens, following Arco's 
precedent with sinuous streets bearing flowery names. By 1958 Palo Alto Gardens 
had 2811ots.89 The development was finally completed in 1962 under the direction 
of the Finley family. 

88. Hoyd J. Baker of 1944 University A venue in East Palo Alto was the organization's director. FA 
Times, 3 Oct. 1945. 

89. County maps division and FA Times, 8 Sept. 1958. 
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Adjacent to the first portion of the Weeks Poultry Colony, Palo Alto Gardens 
differed from the earlier area dramatically. Though densely suburban, the 
Gardens' meandering streets were meant to evoke the agrarian landscape 
suggested by its name. In contrast, Runnymede, founded on agrarian ideals, had 
been developed on a grid. The new subdivision had wide streets, designed for the 
automobile, finished with sidewalks, curbs, and gutters. Like Runnymede, front 
yards were open and unfenced, the individual home owner's contribution to the 
subdivision-as-park. But the backyards were conceived as private spaces of 
leisure rather than agricultural production. 

Beginning in 1951, the University Village subdivision was developed on what 
had once been Cooley land. It was there that the Barrett and Hilp Construction 
Company discovered the Ohlone burials while grading and digging sewer and 
water mains. (See the section on the Ohlone, above.) Six hundred homes were 
erected on a rectilinear street grid. The area included other amenities such as Jack 
Farrell Park (on the site of the Hunter and Shackleford brick company's clay pit), 
and a shopping center, which was erected next to the tract in 1957.90 

Highway 101 and the Business District 

Today, East Palo Alto's business district is concentrated on University A venue, 
running from San Francisquito Creek to an abrupt termination at Highway 101, 
then resuming for a few blocks on the other side of the overpass that forms a 
hump between the two sections. From the early 1930s until the late 1950s when 
the overpass was constructed and the highway became a freeway, East Palo Alto's 
business district also extended along Highway 101. The development of East Palo 
Alto's business district is intertwined with the history of the highway that cuts a 
diagonal swath through the community. 

Highway 101, also known as Bayshore, began as a four-lane highway designed to 
supplement EI Camino Real, which was already overloaded with automobile 
traffic by 1914. Construction commenced at 10:10 on September II, 1924, on the 
highway that was expected to "forever crash 'the bottleneck' that has so long 
curbed peninsula development.. .. "91 As its construction progressed from San 
Francisco southward, peninsula communities held festive ceremonies and hailed 

90. PA Times, 8 Sept. 1958. Jack Farrell Park was named for the first superintendent of the 
Ravenswood Recreation Park District when it was formed in 1951. 

91. See two clippings in the files of the Palo Alto I-listorical Society dated 11 Sept. 1924 and 9 Nov. 
1924, sources not indicated. 
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it for the growth and economic development they eXI?ected it would bring. 

Despite the optimism with which the project was greeted, the Bayshore Highway 
was not without its detractors, among them a collection of East Palo Alto citizens. 
A close look at East Palo Alto's involvement in the planning and problem solving 
process shows the degree of trial and error involved, on both the local and state 
levels, in realizing something as new as the high-speed highway. 

East Palo Alto's residents saw the benefits of improved motor transportation, but 
they were also apprehensive about the possible problems caused by a highway 
plunging through their community. Early on, there was some discussion about 
routing 101 along Middlefield Road in Palo Alto. Both Palo Altans and East Palo 
Altans objected, urging instead that the highway be constructed to the east rather 
than through a populated section of Palo Alto. But East Palo Altans also wanted 
to avoid having their own community bisected. In 1923 and 1926, the 
Ravenswood Chamber of Commerce passed resolutions urging that the highway 
be routed as close to the bay as possible. Besides avoiding populous areas, the 
highway could then be accessible to the industrial development expected to 
burgeon along the shore of the bay.92 Despite the Chamber of Commerce's efforts, 
by 1932 Highway 101 cut right through East Palo Alto, dividing it in twO.93 

It was not long before the problems this caused became evident. Nearly 200 feet 
wide, with traffic speeding by at forty-five to fifty miles per hour, the highway 
was difficult for people to cross. By 1934, six people had been killed and several 
others injured.94 This was dangerous for school children and inconvenient as well 

, as hazardous for their parent. The highway even hampered public transportation; 
the Palo Alto transit company was unwilling to provide bus service to East Palo 
Alto because the area lacked a traffic light to facilitate crossing. As late as 1946, 
E.F. Cassell, State Highway Patrol captain for San Mateo County, characterized it 
as "one of the most difficult traffic situations on the peninsula."9S So many 
accidents occurred on this stretch of 101 that it came to be known as the ''Bloody 

92. PA Times, 14 Nov. 1923 and 8 June 1926. In 1923, the resolution was also passed by the Palo 
Alto, Mountain View and Sunnyvale Chambers of Commerce. According to resident Robert 
Garcia, East Palo Altans also expected heightened industrial development to occur as a result 
of the construction of the Dumbarton auto bridge in 1927. This toll bridge opened January 15, 
1927. 

93. Construction on Highway WI, which was christened the San Francisco Bay Shore Highway in 
1923, began at 10:10 A.M. on 11 September, 1924. It took eight years for it to reach East Palo 
Alto. 

94. PA Times, 4 May 1934. 
95. PA Times, 7 June 1946. 
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Bayshore." Although people continued to move back and forth, the highway 
created a chasm between east and west. . 

In 1933, residents of the area began to take action, addressing their concerns to the 
newspapers, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors, the state highway 
engineer, the director of motor vehicles, and even the governor. As the only 
densely-settled area through which the highway passed, they asserted that East 
Palo Alto should receive the appropriate traffic controls. They requested signs 
indicating that motorists were entering a settled area, a reduction in the speed 
limit, and a stop at the intersection of University A venue.96 

It took years before they got results. One of the problems appears to have been 
that both highway engineers and bureaucrats needed to figure out what to do 
about a situation with which they probably had little experience. Another 
problem was a tension between state and local interests. And another was that 
East Palo Alto was a populated but unincorporated area that was not regarded as 
a town. 

A look at some of the measures that were finally taken shows how local residents 
and state officials groped their way toward a solution. Residents complained that 
East Palo Alto was the only town on the highway that was not marked.97 As a 
result, passing motorists had no indication that they were entering a settled area. 
1934 brought street signs identifying cross streets and reflecting caution signs at 
major intersections.98 To minimized confusion, a sign directing traffic to Palo Alto 
was eventually installed, but it was so small that it disappeared in the Jumble of 
commercial signage. As a result, motorists often missed it until it was too late, and 
engaged in dangerous maneuvers to make the turn.99 East Palo Altans also 
wanted a traffic light at University Avenue and Bayshore, so much that they were 
even willing to pay for it themselves. Despite their efforts, they had to wait for 
their traffic signal until 1944.100 Underpasses were also put through to allow 
pedestrians, especially school children, to cross safely. 

One of the things the area's residents wanted most was to have the highway's 
speed limit lowered where it passed through East Palo Alto. Because the purpose 

96. Letter from A. Groves, Chairman, East Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, to the editor, PA 
Times, 21 May 1934. 

97. PA Times, 5 June 1934. 

98. PA Times, 19 June 1934. 

99. PA Times, 11 March 1940. 

1(){). PA Times, 10 July 1939;10 May 1944. 
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of the highway was to provide a rapid route down the peninsula, the state 
highway engineer's office was reluctant to take action. One explanation they gave 
for their inertia was that they were unsure that the claim was justified because 
they did not know whether the part of East Palo Alto fronting the highway could 
technically be characterized as a business zone. Finally, in 1937, the speed through 
the East Palo Alto business district, from Menalto to Cooley, was reduced to 25 
miles per hour.101 Though local residents were overjoyed, some passing motorists 
were disgruntled over this "sparsely settled" community's "complete lack of 
consideration" for lithe thousands upon thousands of automobiles that must be 
slowed down or stopped .... "l02 In the eyes of the driver who voiced this particular 
complaint to the newspaper, the new state highway ought to be a separate 
corridor unaffected and unimpeded by the small towns rendered invisible in its 
path. Despite the twenty-five mile an hour zone, the number of fatalities 
continued to mount and people were still negotiating the speed limit in the 
1940s.103 

Although Highway 101 caused a variety of problems for East Palo Alto residents, 
it also stimulated the growth of businesses catering to travelers. In 1933, for 
example, the proprietors of the Fat Boy barbecue moved their establishment, 
including the building, from Menlo Park to the intersection of Euclid and 
Bayshore. Two service stations opened the same week as the barbecueyl4 In 1939, 
eleven gas stations were operating in East Palo Alto, most located directly on the 
highway. Over the next two decades, the area around the intersection of 
University Avenue and Bayshore attracted numerous other service stations and 
restaurants, and drive-ins including White's Modern Cafe, Honey Chile ("Real 
Southern Barbecue"), Gustin's Drive-In, and Mollenauer's Restaurant (''Italian 

- Food, Hawaiian Entertainment"). There was also lodging for the weary traveler at 
the Speedway Auto Court, which offered "hotel and housekeeping 
accommodations de luxe" in long rows of stucco units, each, it appears from old 
photographs, with its own garage. 

Some of the businesses on Bayshore were designed for "speed reading," that is, to 
arrest the attention of travelers whizzing by at high speeds.lOS One particularly 
well known sight (no longer extant) was Auten's Restaurant, with a rocket-like 

101. See PA Times, 21 May 1934; 15 Nov. 1937; 24 Nov. 1937. 

102. PA Times, 24 Nov. 1937. 

103. See PA Times, 6 Dec. 1945;? Feb. 1946; 7 June 1946. 
104. PA Times, 23 Feb. 1933. 

105. On "design for speed reading/' see Chester Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile: American 
Roadside Architecture. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1985. 
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tower that made it a landmark at the intersection of 101 and University Avenue. 106 

(See fig. 12.) In 1940, Auten's owners lavished great care and expense to outfit 
their establishment with a "maple-spring" dance floor, "semi-indirect lighting," 
and neon. There was also Gustin's drive-in, a more modest structure with a 
trapezoidal slab-like tower anchoring a diagonal roof launched skyward. An 
excellent surviving example is 1447 East Bayshore (now the Polynesian Market), a 
streamline modeme structure with a rounded canopy that reaches out toward the 
street, and horizontal striations that whiz around the building to convey a sense 
of speed. 

The businesses along Bayshore were geared for the automobile era, both in the 
design of the individual structures and in the way they related to the street. Many 
were loosely strung out along the highway, with space between and in front of 
them to facilitate easy auto access and parking. Others clustered in a compact 
row, emulating the traditional central business district of the pre-automobile era, 
but these were set way back from the highway to afford plenty of parking and 
space to turn around. 

In the meantime, University Avenue, between Bayshore and the San Francisquito 
Creek, developed along the lines of a more traditional main street. Until the mid-
1930s, University Avenue, which bisected the Woodland Place subdivision, was 
largely residential. In the late 1920s, a gas station and a real estate agent were 
located near the creek, but it took the highway and increased population to 
stimulate further business development. Restaurants and stores began to establish 
themselves in period revival or modernistic structures, such as the Spanish 
Colonial Revival building at 1945-7 University Avenue, or the Art Deco building 
that once housed Safeway at 1991 University. As University Avenue developed, 
its commercial structures were generally tightly grouped and pressed close to the 
street with on-street parking in front, much like downtown Palo Alto or Mayfield. 
A portion of University Avenue between the creek and the highway maintains 
this character today. 

Other small small commercial clusters dotted the East Palo Alto area. A number 
of businesses opened along Cooley Avenue in the Weeks colony area, including 
the Runnymede Grocery which eventually became the Cooley Avenue Market at 
2235 Cooley. In the mid 1920s, Cooley Avenue near the creek featured a campsite 
for automobile travelers, serviced by the Auto Camp store owned by one E. 
Egli.107 Today, a number of businesses lodged primarily in post World War II 

106. PA Times, 11 Jan. 1956. This was forced out when 101 was widened and the cloverleaf was 
put in in the late 1950s. The Times Tribune has a good photo of tlUs on file. 
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structures continue to operate on Cooley near Runnymede and Weeks Streets. 
Pulgas Street near Eayshore also developed a small business cluster related 
closely to the highway. 

In the 1930s, East Palo Alto's business district along University Avenue and 
Bayshore began to attract bars and liquor stores, so many that the area became 
known as 'Whiskey Gulch." Stanford University was indirectly responsible for 
this. When Leland Stanford subdivided the land in what came to be Palo Alto, he 
included in the 1889 deed a restriction prohibiting the sale of liquor within a mile 
and a half of Stanford University. In 1909, the restriction became part of Palo 
Alto's city charter. Prohibition made this a moot point, but when it was repealed 
in 1933, Frank Crist, Palo Alto Deputy City Attorney and state legislator, 
successfully challenged the restriction for the small area near University Avenue 
in unincorporated San Mateo County just far enough from Stanford. 

Before long, bars, nightclubs, and liquor stores opened their doors, drawing 
people from the dry city of Palo Alto as well as travelers passing by on 101.108 The 
Zombie Hut, the Collins Club, Autens, Club el Gaucho, the Reno Club, and many 
others offered dinner I dancing and entertainment, or just a drink. The Reno Club 
survives today as A-I Liquors, a simple gabled building bearing a flashing neon 
sign with a looping arrow that beckons the passing motorist to the drive-through 
liquor stop. 

Whiskey Gulch thrived during and just after World War II, when local service 
people flocked to places like the Victory Club on University Avenue. (Its building, 
at 1966-78 University Avenue, now houses two newer bars, EI Bulebar and 
Tommy'S.) Local residents became concerned about the "high night life," 
including gambling and "attendant disturbances," centered around the increasing 
number of night spots in the area. At least one bordello operated in rooms behind 
a Whiskey Gulch bar. It only made it worse that the "liquor resorts" flanked 
highway 101, which was the scene of so many accidents in the stretch that passed 
through East Palo AltO.l09 In 1945, the members of the Ravenswood District 

107. This may have been the campsite, mentioned in Runnymede literature, where visitors to 
Runnymede could stay. The store was operating in 1925 but appears to have gone out of 
business by 1930. 

108. See Paul Gullixson, "Scenes from Old Times," P A Times, 27 Sept. 1988. In 1935, only one 
establishment selling liquor, at the comer of Bayshore and Manhattan A venue, existed in East 
Palo Alto; by 1937 five liquor stores operated on or near the highway; and by 1940, nine 
attracted patrons from in and out of town. These figures were gleaned from the study of Palo 
Alto's City Directories between 1935 and 1940, in the commercial pages under "Liquors." Over 
ten bars and liquor stores operated here just after World War II. 
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Citizens Service League requested that a police district be formed to respond to 
the ruckus in Whiskey Gulch.lIO ' 

Following World War II, business flourished in East Palo Alto. The district 
continued to be concentrated on University Avenue and Bayshore, and a few 
businesses also spilled over onto Donohoe, Manhattan and Poplar. As new 
subdivisions sprawled across the fields, new establishments opened their doors to 
the new families pouring into the area. Among these were appliance stores, 
supermarkets, yard goods, furniture, the Don Bosco Home and Garden Store 
(which advertised itself as joining "the community with a future"), the U-Drive-In 
Laundry, even Ollie's Studio of Creative Art - virtually everything the new 
homeowner might need. 

One particularly noteworthy shopping area erected was the University Village 
Shopping Center erected at the corner of Bay Road and University Ave. in 1957 to 
serve the neighboring subdivision of the same name. University Village operated 
for a number of years with a large grocery store as its anchor tenant.111 Gradual 
dilapidation befell the enterprise during the 1960s and 1970s. Its name was 
changed to Nairobi Village in the early 1970s to suggest a new attitude of 
community spirit, but stores continued to vacate the development.1lZ 'By 1982, 
only two businesses remained, a liquor store and a laundromat. Crime became 2. 

problem near Nairobi; at least 150 arrests were made at the center in 1981, 
according to San Mateo County Sheriffs Department statistics, and one officer 
called the area "a sphere of influence for crime."113 Responding to mounting 
pressure, San Mateo County officials moved to condemn the area in 1982 in 
preparation for demolition which occurred in 1989.114 

109. PA Times, 13 Aug. 1945. 
110. PA Times, 20 July 1945. An article in the PA Times, 10 August 1945, noted how a local 

police officer reported to the League on " ... ways and means of securing power to police the 
area, now four times the size of Menlo Park and a population estimated at 5,000. The situation 
is regarded as serious because of the concentration of highway drinking places in the area." At 
this time only two San Mateo County Sheriffs deputies patrolled the area; assaults and car 
accidents were frequent occurrences in Whiskey Gulch. 

111. The Cala-Littleman grocery store went out of business at University Village in 1971. It 
was replaced a year later by a Co-op food store, an employee-owned enterprise, which itself 
went out of business in 1973. 

112. For more on the University Village-Nairobi Shopping Center, see Myron K. Myers, 
"Promise of Nairobi Village as Empty as Some Stores," PA Times, 13 June 1974. 

113. Steve Taylor, "Board Refuses To Wait Any Longer- County Takes Action on Nairobi," 
Peninsula Times Tribune, 28 July 1982. 
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East Palo Alto area business suffered a severe disruption in the late 1950s, when 
Highway 101, which ran through its core, was widened into a freeway. Once 
again, East Palo Alto area residents tried to prevent the highway from having a 
negative impact on their community. Echoing their predecessors in the 19205, 
when plans for Bayshore's transformation into a freeway were being discussed in 
the 1940s, East Palo Alto representatives requested that it be routed near the bay 
and around their community. They argued that the construction of a freeway 
along the path of the current highway would curtail commerce and cause 
property values to fall, resulting in less revenue for education in their 
community. lIS Ronald L. Campbell, an advisor to the San Mateo County Planning 
Commission, dismissed their request as "promotional in nature./I State officials 
considered rerouting the freeway too expensive.116 Another contingent of East 
Palo Altans favored the planned freeway route; although it would temporarily 
displace many establishments, they believed that ultimately it would be good for 
business. 1 17 

Following the path of the old highway, the new six-lane freeway, with its 
cloverleaf and overpass, was completed through East Palo Alto in 1958. The 
cloverleaf decimated much of East Palo Alto's commercial district. Some felt that 
it was just as well that the freeway had swept away the center of Whiskey Gulch, 
a name that had attached itself to the business district as a whole. In all, about 
fifty businesses were compelled to find new locations. These included not only 
bars and restaurants, but also service stations, grocery stores, drug stores, dry 
cleaners, a barber shop, and stores selling furniture, appliances, and plumbing.118 

Many eating places, especially on the west side of the highway where land was 
needed for three additional lanes, were forced to move. Those on the east side 
were less affected. A number of displaced buildings reportedly were moved to 
other locations. As a result, few roadside structures built to service travelers 
survive in East Palo Alto today. 

Some of East Palo Alto's civic leaders regarded the freeway expansion as an 
opportunity to reestablish the business district on a new footing. Working with 

114. John Parker, "Crowd Cheers Wrecking of EPA Center," San Mateo Times, 28 February 
1989. 

115. Construction on the freeway was projected to commence in July of 1941. The first section 
was to run between Palo Alto and San Francisco. PA Times, 6 Jan. 1941. Representatives of East 
Palo Alto's civic organizations made their request for the rerouting during the 1940s. See FA 
Times, 7 Aug. 1947; 16 Sept. 1947; 21 May 1949, and 15 Aug. 1972. 

116. PA Times, 8 Dec. 1947. 

117. See FA Times, 29 Aug. 1947; 21 Feb. 1948; and 11 Jan. 1956. 
118. FA Times, 11 Jan. 1956. 
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the San Mateo County Planning Commission, the Ravenswood Boosters zoning 
committee planned a new commercial area on the eas't side of the freeway 
between Capitol and University Avenues. The Boosters were optimistic about the 
opportunity to plan "a really well-designed business district" with abundant off
street parking and "modern and attractive" stores. '1t will be a fine shopping 
district," Ernest Stelter, the committee's chair, explained, "easily accessible from 
the highway and from Palo Alto and other points on the other side of the 
highway. People won't have to make dangerous left turns any more. The overpass 
will connect the two sides and people will stop thinking of Bayshore as a barrier 
to East Palo AltO."119 As early as 1956, houses were already being cleared to make 
way for new stores on University and Capitol Avenues. New commercial 
structures went up in the new shopping area, and some businesses relocated there 
to be near their clientele. Others sought quarters in other cities. The shopping 
centers put up to serve the new postwar subdivisions somewhat dispersed East 
Palo Alto's commercial center. Whiskey Gulch was not completely eradicated as 
the Ravenswood Boosters had expected. Bars and liquor stores reopened, and the 
name, 'Whisky Gulch," still clings to the area despite the fact that establishments 
of all types opera te there. 

Even with the new overpass in place, the traffic problem continued. When 
University Avenue east of the freeway was widened to provide improved acces~ 
to the Dumbarton Bridge, the small business district that had begun to develop 
there lost its cohesiveness. In the 1970s, during planning for the bridge'S 
expansion, Palo Alto managed to quash the proposal of Embarcadero Road as a 
major artery to the bridge. As a result, Willow Road, bounding East Palo Alto to 
the north, and University Avenue which cuts right through the city, bore the 
brunt of the traffic.120 Once again, East Palo Alto served as a traffic corridor, only 
to have its own business district disrupted as a result. 

Despite postwar optimism, the Bayshore Freeway has remained a barrier between 
east and west, contributing to East Palo Alto's isolation from the rest of the 
peninsula. Only a small strip of the city remains on the west side of the freeway, 
and most of this is bounded by San Francisquito Creek. Only two points of 
crossing from the west provide access to the eastern part of the city: the overpass 
at University Avenue and another at Willow Road. The University Avenue 
overpass facilitates the freeway's crossing, but the expanse is so broad that east 
and west seem far apart. High sound walls recently erected along the freeway 

119. PA Times, 11 Jan. 1956. 
120. On the plans for Dumbarton Bridge expansion and Palo Alto's role in nixing Embarcadero 

Road access, see PA Times, 12 Feb. 1989. 
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serve an acoustic function, but they also contribute to, the sense of East Palo Alto 
as a community barricaded from its neighbors. 

Recent plans to develop the Whiskey Gulch area threaten to wipe it out almost 
entirely. Yet sections of East Palo Alto's business district maintain many older 
structures and a high degree of spatial cohesiveness. 

Industry in East Palo Alto 

Periodically from its beginnings, East Palo Alto has attracted developers who 
envisioned the area's potential for industrial expansion. Each time speculation 
was fueled by the introduction of improved transportation facilities in the 
vicinity. Isaiah Woods plattled a townsite near to his wharf to create housing and 
amenities to serve port workers. Woods's port did not compete successfully with 
that of Redwood City, but later businessmen continued to speculate that 
Ravenswood would one day become a commercial center because of its 
advantageous deep-water location on the south end of the Bay. 

Just after the turn of the century, two events, the construction of the Panama 
Canal and the erection of the Dumbarton Railroad bridge, rekindled the interest 
of real estate agents in Ravenswood as an industrial center. The opening of the 
Panama Canal created wide expectations that port facilities around the bay would 
have to be upgraded. Deep-water facilities were limited to Oakland, Richmond, 
Vallejo, and to a lesser extent Alviso, near San Jose, and were thought insufficient 
to handle the increased traffic of ocean-going steamers. In response to this 
perceived need for harbor improvements, the ports of Oakland and Richmond 
expanded aggressively after 1910, lessening the need for a new port at 
Ravenswood.12l 

The second stimulus to commercial hopes in Ravenswood occurred after 1904 
and during preparations for a railroad bridge across the Dumbarton straits. The 
presence of the railroad aroused much excitement and land speculation between 
1904 and the early 1910s. By July of 1912, engineers of the Southern Pacific had 
finished the 7,150 foot-long bridge, and were constructing a short rail spur to 
serve existing and planned industries in the Bay Road area near to Cooley's 
Landing. (Portions of this rails spur still exist, looping from Bay Road toward 
Runnymede Street. Tracks run along the ends of the backyards on Illinois street, 

121. On the impact of the Panama Canal on Bay Region port facilities see Mel Scott, The Bay 
Area: A Metropolis in Perspective, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985), pp. 149-153. 
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where people are covering them with earth to extend,their yards.) The bridge's 
completion, the Palo Alto Times forecast in 1912, " ... marked an important transition 
in the Ravenswood property from an agricultural to a manufacturing 
property."122 A handful of businesses established factories along or near the 
Southern Pacific spur during the 1910s and 1920s, although little evidence of 
them, either physical or archival, remains. The Rodgers and Rodgers Cutlery 
Company apparently opened a branch plant there around 1910.123 An automobile 
assembly plant for the Maxwell-Briscoe Company was expected to be built after 
1907 (although this never carne to pass), and a chemical plant existed in 
Ravenswood well before the 1920s.124 The Reed Reduction and Lubricating 
Products Companies had also established themselves in the area by 1922. 

Following World War IT, a handful of industries also began to find East Palo 
Alto's location advantageous. In 1946-1947, the Hiller Helicopter Co. set up 
operations in a manufacturing facility on Willow Road. Hiller, no doubt, found 
proximity to the Moffett Naval Air Station and Palo Alto's Municipal Airport 
useful. As a 1958 newspaper article reported, '''Right in the back yard of Palo 
Alto' officials [of Hiller] found a spot where housing would be near the plant in 
an area of potential growth. The location of Bayshore, Dumbarton Bridge, and a 
spur track were selling points which have attracted other industries as well." 125 

Searching for a central Peninsula location, the Peninsula Transit Lines expanded 
its bus garage and maintenance facilities off Bay Road near the County Dump at 
Cooley's Landing. The Borrrnann Steel Co. began operating a warehouse at 
Weeks st. and Pulgas Ave. in 1955 on land once owned by the Lubricating 
Products Co. in the 1920s. Romic Chemical Co. has maintained a refinery off Bay 
Road for over twenty five years; sprawling auto salvage yards nearby to Romic 
have taken advantage of low land costs. These businesses still remaining inside 
East Palo Alto's city limits are small and cannot add much to the local tax base. 

122. PA Times, 2 July 1912. 
123. See Foss, n.p. 
124. On the Maxwell auto plant see PA Times, 19 May 1932; a notice on the chemical plant was 

in the PA Times, 21 August 1925. According to Robert Garcia, a chemical plant existed near the 
site of the present-day Romic Chemical plant on Bay Road. Garcia's family lived on the 
grounds of an oil refinery, probably the Lubricating Products Co., which existed near the 
intersection of Pulgas Ave and Weeks St. in 1922. 

125. Mary Madison, "East Palo Alto Became 'Citified' in Postwar Boom," Palo Alto Times, 8 
September 1958. 
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Desegregation and Incorporation 

Desegregation 

In the early 1950s, East Palo Alto became one of the most explosive sites of 
desegregation in the San Francisco Bay Area. Outside of Oakland and San 
Francisco, few cities in the Bay Area possessed sizable populations of African 
Americans before the Second World War. Many African Americans came to the 
region during the war to work in military industries, particularly the Hunter's 
Point Naval Shipyard near San Francisco.126 Most of these workers lived in San 
Francisco in small neighborhoods throughout the city. After the war, efforts were 
made to "redevelop blighted areas of the city/' a euphemism for a process that 
resulted in the expulsion of blacks from their new homes. An effort was 
reportedly made by San Francisco real estate interests to segregate African 
Americans in low-cost housing developments in southern San Mateo County. The 
Belle Haven tract in Menlo Park, begun by the prolific Bohannon Development 
Company just after World War II, became a key area where black families were 
encouraged to move. Belle Haven, which was annexed by Menlo Park in 1949, 
grew quickly as African-American families moved there en masse, largely after 
1950. Census figures show that 349 non-white (to use the census's term) residents 
lived in Menlo Park in 1950; by 1957, 2,949 non-whites, mostly African 
Americans, had moved into the area and were concentrated in Belle Haven.127 

As Belle Haven became increasingly crowded, African Americans began to settle 
, in nearby East Palo Alto. After the Ohlone were displaced, the majority of East 

,0- Palo Alto's residents were Caucasian, interspersed with a few Chinese and 
Japanese families. But a small number of African Americans did live in East Palo 
Alto prior to 1950. The Phillips family, for example, had made its home in the 
vicinity of Willow Road since the early 1940s.128 

In the fall of 1954, William A. Bailey and his family became the first African 
Americans to move into East Palo Alto's new Palo Alto Gardens subdivision. 
They may, in fact, have been the first black family to move into East Palo Alto 
after World War II. The Baileys' arrival on the 150 block of Wisteria Drive touched 
off bitter protests from the white property owners nearby. One hundred twenty-

126. Some of this infonnation was given in an interview with East Palo Alto resident Ola 
Wallacee,8 December 1992. 

127. Mary Madison, "Interracial Community," P.A. Times, August 1958, exact date unknown. 
128. Mr. Harry Phillips mentioned this in an interview, 10 Nov. 1992. 
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five neighborhood residents attended the usually placid meeting of the Palo Alto 
Gardens Improvement Association on November 29, '1954 to voice their outrage 
over the fact that a black family had moved into their neighborhood. 129 The 
association president, William Diebel, tried to dispel the controversy and to urge 

. tolerance for the new African American residents. Angry homeowners, full of 
racial prejudice and hysteria over the value of their properties, disrupted the 
meeting and later turned Diebel out of office for his liberal views. According to a 
later newspaper report, disgruntled whites hoped " ... to draw up a 'gentleman's 
agreement' to require all prospective buyers in Palo Alto Gardens to be approved 
by the association." 130 Neighbors pooled their money and offered Bailey $3,750 to 
move out of Palo Alto Gardens. Bailey chose not to move, and was supported by 
such local organizations as the Palo Alto Fair Play Council, the N.A.A.C.P., the 
South Palo Alto Democratic Club, and the First Methodist Church of Palo Alto. 
Reportedly, when Bailey refused to leave, twenty per cent of his Euro-American 
neighbors on Wisteria Drive put their houses on the market and departed.131 

East Palo Alto residents who lived in the area during this period have reported 
that real estate agents fueled the racial conflict by engaging in unethical "block
busting" campaigns. For example, on the doorsteps of white families they left 
pamphlets forecasting the collapse of local real estate values. Agents gave African 
Americans free bus rides through East Palo Alto's neighborhoods to encourage 
black families to buy, while attempting to scare white homeowners into selling. 
These agents would then assist the white families to find housing in the new 
subdivisions in Mountain View or Sunnyvale while offering their assistance to 
incoming African American families. This way, they received commissions on 
both ends. Over the next decade or so, African Americans bought or rented 
houses in all parts of the city. 

As increasing numbers of African Americans settled in East Palo Alto, the area 
became both more isolated and more dependent upon nearby communities. 
Several events contributed to this. Though the widening of Highway 101 eased 
the flow of traffic moving along the Peninsula's main high-speed artery, it also 
also deepened the psychological and economic chasm separating East Palo Alto 
from its affluent western neighbors.132 During this period, East Palo Alto was the 

129. For an account of this tumultuous Palo Alto Gardens Improvement Association meeting 
see Art German, "Home Purchase by Negro family Stirs Action in East Palo Alto 
Subdivision," P.A. Times, 11 Nov. 1954. 

130. Madison, "Interracial Community." 
131. Madison, "Interracial Community." 
132. Access across the Bayshore Highway at times became a contested issue between those in 

Menlo Park and res,idents of East Palo Alto and Belle Haven. A Menlo Park City Council 
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only city on the peninsula that had most oUts land sandwiched between 
Highway 101 and the Bay. It is possible that its relatively isolated position, its 
preexisting separateness, made it a particularly desirable site for real estate 
interests to target for block-busting, African Arneri~elocation, and
ultimately - segregation. 

The highway's expansion wiped out much of the area's commercial district. 
Because some of the uprooted shop owners were reluctant to relocate in a rapidly 
integrating community, they took their stores elsewhere. In the process, East Palo 
Alto's residents became increasingly dependent on businesses outside the 
community. 

Palo Alto and Menlo Park further damaged East Palo Alto's self-sufficiency by 
annexing several key parcels of land between the 1920s and 1960s.133 Because it 
continued to be an unincorporated area, East Palo Alto did not have the civic 
organization, money, or clout to resist these land transfers in the courts or 
legislature. Menlo Park had systematically bought bayfront property since the 
late 1940s and in 1954 annexed Belle Haven, including land occupied by the 
Hiller Helicopter factory on Willow Road. Future tax revenues were also 
removed from East Palo Alto when Menlo Park annexed the new Kavanaugh 
Industrial Park that went in on Willow Road in 1958. In the early 1920s, Palo Alto 
acquired 1455 acres of East Palo Alto from private owners, and made plans to 
construct a sewage treatment plant and other municipal facilities here. Palo Alto 
went to the unusual extent of rerouting the course of the San Francisquito Creek 
in 1963-1964 in order to make a sizable chunk of Peter Faber's former estate fall 
inside Santa Clara County's boundaries. (A California state law stated that a city 
had to remain contiguous within the same county, and the San Francisquito Creek 
marked the boundary line between San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties.) On this 
land, Palo Alto laid out its municipal golf course and enlarged its small 
community airport which had operated here since 1938. Palo Alto and Menlo 
Park's annexations denied the future city of East Palo Alto vital corporate tax 
revenue. These moves also promoted the creation of a local"cold war," 

member stated that he "didn't see any divisiveness" in relations between his city and East Palo 
Alto. As reporter Sharon Noguchi wrote: "'No divisiveness?' East Palo Alto attorney LaDoris 
Cordell responded. She recalled at a meeting last week of the Concerned Citizens of Menlo 
Park, one woman suggested sealing off the pedestrian overpass connecting east and west 
Menlo after dark, as a way to curb residential burglaries in the Flood Triangle. The implication 
was that all the burglars lived in East Bayshore and trotted across the freeway to rip off west 
Menlo homes." See Sharon Noguchi, "Land Swipes Feared," P.A. Times, 20 April 1978. 

133. See Stephen Robitaille, 'Raped' Community Incorporated in Self-Defense," San Jose 
Mercury News, 2 February 1989. 
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exacerbating mistrust between residents on either side of the highways concrete 
curtain.134 . 

Incorporation 

Mer a long history as an unincorporated area of San Mateo County, East Palo 
Alto achieved incorporation in 1983. Before this, efforts at municipal 
incorporation had recurred since the 1920s. Beginning in the 1920s, members of 
the Ravenswood Chamber of Commerce advocated incorporation as a defense 
against piecemeal annexation by surrounding cities, and against involuntary 
inclusion in other city or county mergers.l35 Palo Alto introduced legislation 
aimed at annexing East Palo Alto in 1925, but this was vetoed by Governor 
Richardson.136 Many people who lived in East Palo Alto were wary of being 
subsumed into Palo Alto, arguing that taxes would go up. 

Incorporation also offered the prospect of East Palo Alto gaining it own fire and 
police protection, as well as sanitary and zoning laws.137 East Palo Alto, however, 
was fractured at this time among competing groups. There was even contention 
over what the community should be called - Ravenswood, Runnymede, or East 
Palo Alto. 138 East Palo Alto won out in a special vote taken 12 Dec. 1925. As a 
result, Ravenswood's boosters, Runnymede's poultry fanners, and residents who 
worked elsewhere, were too dis unified to come to any consensus on the issue of 
incorporation. 

In the late 1940s and early 1950s talk of incorporation began again, and it became 
more serious in 1957, when the East Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce decided to 
study the issue.139 Each time, efforts failed when the question of higher costs to 
homeowners arose. They would have to bear the burden, since the city lacked 
enough industrial or commercial tax revenue to support a municipal bureaucracy. 

East Palo Alto gained a measure of governmental autonomy by the late 1960s. In 
the wake of civil unrest in Watts and elsewhere across the United States, San 

134. See Noguchi, "Land Swipes Feared," to gauge the level of mistrust felt by those on either 
side of the highway. 

135. P.A. Times, 7 April 1925. 
136. P.A. TImes, 9 June 1925. 

137. P.A. Times, 5 May 1925. 

138. For more on the name dispute in East Palo Alto, see these issues of the Palo Alto Times: 18 
Sept. 1923, 19 Sept. 1923, 14 Oct. 1924,25 Oct. 1924, and 8 Nov. 1924. 

139. For a survey of the incorporation issue up to 1958, see P.A. Times" 9 Sept. 1958. 
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Mateo County's Board of Supervisors realized that East Palo Alto's largely 
African American population wanted and needed more self-government. An 
elected board of five members, called the East Palo Alto Municipal Council, was 
set up in 1967. San Mateo County continued to exert control over East Palo Alto's 
internal affairs, but the Municipal Council was widely seen as a step toward the 
ultimate incorporation of the area. The Municipal Council attempted to address 
issues of commerce, housing, and crime, but with little success; without tangible 
powers to tax and spend, its effectiveness was limited. 

Efforts by homeowners in the western portion of East Palo Alto to annex 
themselves to Menlo Park in 1977 sparked the incorporation issue one more time. 
A group led by mostly Euro-American absentee landlords and homeowners, 
calling itself W ARPO, the Woodland Avenue Residential Property Owners, 
petitioned San Mateo County's Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), 
for inclusion into the city of Menlo Park.l40 Efforts by W ARPO to leave East Palo 
Alto were on two grounds: economic and cultural. ''The identification we have 
with East Palo Alto and its high crime rate is harmful to us. It hurts our property 
values,"141 WARPO leader Howard VanJepmond stated in 1977. Reporter Sharon 
Noguchi wrote of a W ARPO meeting in 1977: ''Property owners in the portion of 
East Palo Alto west of Bayshore Freeway said last night they feel 'a cultural 
identity with Menlo Park' and they do not want to be identified with a poor black 
community."142 Divisions were drawn between the younger, poorer, ethnically
mixed residents living to the east of Bayshore and the older Euro-American 
landlords on the west. After studying the question, LAFCO dismissed WARPO's 
petition, and, instead, began to study the larger question of incorporation. 

When LAFCO determined in 1981 that cityhood was feasible for East Palo Alto, it 
triggered East Palo Alto's efforts to place an incorporation vote on the ballot.143 

On April 13, 1982, a vote for incorporation was held. In general, anti
incorporationists, induding long-time Municipal Council members Gertrude 
Wilks and Henry Anthony, established homeowners, and absentee landlords, 

140. For more on the WARPO, see "Property Owner Opposes EPA Incorporation," Peninsllia 
Times-Tribune" 2 Feb. 1981, p. B-3C and Sharon Noguchi, "Westside E. Palo Altans Push for 
Annexation to Menlo/' P.A. Times" 27 Sept. 1977, p. 2. 

141. See Noguchi, "Westside E. Palo Altans," p. 2 

142. Ibid. 

143. LAFCO first issued a recommendation against incorporation for East Palo Alto in 1981. 
After great public outcry, however, LAFCO reversed its position, and recommended that a 
referendum be take on the issue of incorporation. See Steve Taylor, uE, Palo Alto's Bid for 
Incorporation Gets New Life," Peninsula Times Tribune, 22 September 1981 and Steve Taylor"E. 
Palo Alto's Incorporation Drive Revived," Peninsula Times Tribune 16 October 1981. 
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emphasized again the added property tax burdens of nmning a city government. 
Pro-incorporationists tended to be young, African-Anlerican, and renters who 
wanted the opportunity to run their own city. Voters defeated the 1982 proposal 
narrowly. The following year, the same two factions fought again. On June 7, 
1983, an East Palo Alto incorporation initiative finally passed by a fifteen vote 
margin.l44 Lawsuits waged in the courts between 1983-1987 over the 
incorporation vote exacerbated rancor between members of the two groups. In 
April 1983, before the second vote took place, anti-incorporationists contested in 
San Mateo Superior Court that cityhood petitioners had not collected enough 
signatures to put the measure on the ballot, and had not waited the required two 
years after a previous incorporation vote. After the June 7 election, anti
incorporationists alleged that absentee ballots had been improperly counted, 
which they believed to be a crucial factor in a tight race. California's Supreme 
Court decided on the validity of East Palo Alto's incorporation vote finally in 1986 
and 1987, throwing out the anti-incorporationist lawsuits. l45 

Today's Multicultural Community 

In 1993, East Palo Alto was able to celebrate ten years of cityhood. During the 
previous two decades, the city's demographics had changed considerably. In 
1971, East Palo Alto had 18,330 people, 60.1 % were African-American, 31.9% 
Euro-American, 4.2% Hispanic-American, and 3.8% Asian-American. In 1993, the 
city contained 23,500 residents, 41.5% African-American, 34% Hispanic-American, 
12% Euro-American, 9% Asian-Americans. The arrival of Latinos and Pacific 
Islanders shifted East Palo Alto's ethnic balance, and the new populations began 
to leave their own mark on East Palo Alto's landscape. Families from Mexico 
erected elaborate masonry walls and curving wrought iron fences and grills on 
their properties, replicating in new materials the transitional courtyard space 
familiar in traditional Mexican homes. Pacific Islanders began growing taro in 
their front yards, shifting away from the traditional suburban front lawn. 
Recently, African Americans, (most notably the members of the East Palo Alto 
:Historical and Agricultural Society) have spearheaded a community garden 
movement, with Charles Weeks's vision for Runnymede as its historical anchor
a new vision for revitalized future. 

144. On the incorporation vote of 1983 ,see Chris Kenrick, "EPA Incorporation Vote is 
Blocked," Peninsula Times-Tribune, 7 April 1983, p. A-I; Chris Kenrick, "Cityhood Supporters 
Plan on Clearing Legal Roadblock," Peninsula Times-Tribune, 15 April 1983, p. A-I; Chris 
Kenrick, "Anti-Cityhood Force Grows in EPA," Peninsula Times-Tribune, 25 April 1983, p. 8-1. 

145. See "Decision Upholds Cityhood," Peninsula Times Tribune, 21 August 1986; Mary T. 
Forney, "High Court Upholds Cityhood," Peninsula Times Tribune, 27 Jan. 1987. 
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Part 3 

Architecture in East Palo Alto 
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Chapter 7 

Building and Tradition 

Who were East Palo Alto's builders? 

Before World War II, construction in East Palo Alto was driven primarily by 
individual need. During the nineteenth century, large landowners commissioned, 
oversaw, or engaged in the construction of their own houses and farm buildings. 
When Charles Weeks appeared on the scene, he determined the area's subdivision 
into one-acre lots and the layout of the streets, but each settler was responsible for 
putting up his or her own house, tankhouse and poultry houses. Exactly who 
supplied the labor for this probably varied. The presence of people listed as 
carpenters and painters in the Runnymede directory suggests that they had a 
market for their skills.l46 11-

When the colony started to disintegrate and the value of their holdings increased, 
the ranchers sold off their land bit by bit and the buyers began to fill in the 
Runnymede grid with new homes. Local carpenters and contractors were 
available to handle the construction. Even in the new 1920s subdivisions, such as 
Palo Alto Park, once the infrastructure was in place, construction proceeded in a 
piece-meal fashion. In some cases, families put up their own houses and then 
acquired land nearby to construct others as an investment.147 When the flower 
growers started to move in during the 1930s, they constructed new houses or 
moved into existing ones, and then built their own wood-framed greenhouses. 

146. Runnymede directories from 1919 through 1925 provided this information. 
147. Ralph Vitale, who constructed 2183 Ralmar on weekends, finished his house in the mid 

1930s and proceeded to construct others. His father and two brothers also built in the East Palo 
Alto area, according to Ralph Vitale's wife, Mary Vitale MacLachlan. (Telephone interview, 
S€ptember 4, 1993). 
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Pattern books probably provided the designs for a nu'mber of East Palo Alto's 
houses. These were popular throughout the United States, circulating the latest 
styles in domestic design complete with floor plans and details. This meant that 
people from coast to coast were often looking at the pages of the same books and 
adapting the designs to their own needs. California architects and builders some
times developed their own regional versions of styles common across the country. 
Sometimes the houses constructed from pattern books are stylistically consistent 
and remarkably similar to the drawings on which they were based. In other cases, 
however, stylistic features are mixed in unorthodox ways, as if the builder looked 
at a page featuring one style when planning the main structure, but took inspira
tion from another page when it carne to the ornamentation. As a result, similar de
tails may appear on both the largest and the most modest houses. Rather than 
looking at pictures in books, some builders simply observed other houses and 
used the features they liked. 

Ready-to-assemble kits provided another option. Lumber and detailing, already 
pre-cut and ready to assemble, could be ordered from a variety of sources, 
including Sears. When it arrived, all the buyer had to do was to put the house 
together. One example of a house built from this type of kit is the Kavanaugh 
House on Bay Road, which was reportedly assembled from a package called the 
Iowa farmhouse. l48 

After World War II/large-scale developers swept into East Palo Alto and put in 
sizable subdivisions such as Palo Alto Gardens, featuring street after street of 
nearly identical tract houses. Like developers across the country, they responded 
to the postwar housing shortage with houses that were sure to sell as rapidly as 
they were built. Most of these have been renovated or at least adapted over time 
to changing needs and tastes. Since the postwar building boom, construction has 
once again proceeded in a piece-meal fashion, developers inserting small clusters 
of houses into Runnymede's lots. 

Styles, traditions, and meaning 

East Palo Alto's pre World War II buildings represent a variety of styles, 
traditions, and types. Runnymede's tankhouses and poultry houses are 

148. Thomas Kavenaugh, in a telephone interview, March 31, 1993, recalls that the house was 
built from a kit, and that he saw plans for the "Iowa farmhouse" in an old trunk that was 
stored in the house when it still belonged to the family. 
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vernacular types distinctive to Charles Weeks's colonies or to Northern California, 
while some of the colony s more modest houses emerge from folk traditions that 
had become common across the country. Other Runnymede houses can be 
classified stylistically, Craftsman being most common, while the later houses of 
the '20s and '30s range from folk to Spanish Colonial Revival and Tudor. The 
commercial structures built during the '30s and' 40s include commercial types 
that are hard to classify stylistically as well as Spanish Colonial Revival, Deco,and 
Strearnline-Moderne. 

An understanding of a building's connection with folk or stylistic traditions may 
provide a window into the lives and values of the people who built and used the 
buildings we are surveying today: how they related to the community or to na
ture, how they looked at the world, and even their fantasies and aspirations. In 
1918, Chicago architect Louis Sullivan articulated this particularly well: 

If, for the word, 'style' we substitute the word, civili
zation, we make at once a pronounced stride in ad
vance toward an intelligent understanding of the 
'values' of historical monuments. Kindergarten Chats 

Because Sullivan expands beyond style to 'civilization,' his words may apply 
equally well to structures that defy stylistic classification. 

The analysis of a building's style or tradition is also useful for evaluating it 
architecturally. Studying the building in relation to others that are similar to it 
may suggest when a structure was built, how consistent it is with the characteris
tics of its tradition, and how good an example it may be. Is it a particularly nota
ble or unusual example? Does it display elements that are typical or quirky or 
especially fine? It may happen that the building reveals a number of inconsisten
cies. These may disclose that the building represents a transition from one style or 
family to another, or that the builder assembled elements from more than one tra
dition, or that it bears later additions or alterations. 

Ultimately, these considerations provide a means to a larger end: the structure or 
site's contextualization within a larger cultural tradition, past and present. 
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Folk traditions 

Many of East Palo Alto's houses follow folk traditions rather than fashionable 
architectural styles.149 Before about 1850, folk housing was constructed to answer 
the most fundamental needs for shelter. Regionally based, folk housing tended to 
use local materials, and to follow local traditions that had been handed down 
through the generations. In the period after about 1850, when railroads spanned 
the country, traditional patterns began to change. Shipped by train, lumber, 
milled in forested region, became widely available. The balloon frame, developed 
in the 1830s, began to replace traditional structural systems and local materials. 
Rather than employing a few heavy beams with carefully made pegged joinery, 
the balloon frame uses a great many light wooden members connected with mass
produced nails. The result was a frame which was easier and faster to build, and 
more flexible in the way it could be arranged. 

Though technology and materials were changing, traditional housing shapes 
often remained much the same. With the growth in transportation and 
communication, however, folk housing traditions that had once been limited to 
specific regions were disseminated all over the country, often with variations. 
Thus began the era of "national folk housing," as Virginia and Lee McAlester call 
it. National folk traditions appear in East Palo Alto in some of the more modest 
cottages constructed in Runnymede and Palo Alto Park. 

Massed-plan, side-gabled family. The most common folk type found in East Palo Alto 
is what Virginia and Lee McAlester call the "massed-plan, side-gabled" family. 
Originally found in the Northeastern part of the United States, with the advent of 
the railroad it spread across the nation. This type of house is a simple, rectangular 
box of one story. A gabled roof, framed to span a depth of more than one room 
(ie. a "massed plan"), allows for the flexible arrangement of rooms within. The 
long side of the house, which becomes its front, generally bears little elaboration 
except perhaps for a porch, spanning the entire the entire facade or sheltering 
onI y the door. 

A number of the earliest settlers in Runnymede constructed massed-plan, ~ide
gabled houses. These represent the simplest and most basic homes found in the 
colony. All are compact structures with simple porches and little or no 

149. As a readily available, clear, and carefully researched study, Virginia and Lee McAlester's 
A Field Guide to American Houses provides the basis for my discussion of folk housing and its 
various families (with the exception of the center-gabled). See especially pp. 65, 75, 89-91, and 
96-98. 
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ornamentation, and many hav~ received various additions and alterations over 
the years. One of the best examples is 763 Bell, constr'ucted in the first portion of 
the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony by a lawyer who "Left the Law Office For the 
Open Air," according to the photo caption in a 1918 issue of the Palo Alto Times. 
The photograph shows that the house, which has a porch sheltering its left side, 
remains in close to its original condition. Other examples of this folk housing 
family were built in Palo Alto Park as vacation cottages, which are now year
round dwellings. 

Gable-front family. East Palo Alto also saw the construction of a small number of 
gable-front houses, a folk type that'may have evolved from the Greek Revival 
style common in the United States between 1830 and 1850. To emulate the 
pedimented form of the Greek temple, Greek Revival houses present the gable 
end as the main facade. Large and small, with or without columns, as a folk form 
it spread widely during the second half of the nineteenth century, and it persisted 
well into the twentieth. The narrower gabled front adapted itself to narrow urban 
lots, suburban neighborhoods, and rural settings like the East Palo Alto area. 
Before it was demolished in 1993,762 Bell was an excellent example of this type at 
its most modest. A small, one-story structure, rectangular in shape (save for later 
additions), it featured a wide door, centered beneath the low gable. Lacking 
porch, columns, and any form of ornamentation, its front-gabled orientation is the 
only vestige of a connection to earlier Greek Revival prototypes. A similar 
structure may still be found on Runnymede Street, in the Ravenswood Villas 
subdivision. 

I-house family. Two houses in East Palo Alto, 971 and 991 Runnymede Street, are 
variations on the traditional I-house form. This family, which was originally 
found primarily in the Southeast, evolved from traditional British folk houses. 
During the railroad era, it spread across the east and Midwest. I-houses most 
commonly are two-story side-gabed structures, two rooms wide and one room 
deep, with various additions augmenting the rectangular plan. Runnymede's 
examples depart from type in that they are two rooms deep, but in all other 
respects their compact design echoes I-houses throughout the country. 

Center-gabled family, The center-gabled house is distinguished by its steeply 
pitched, gabled roof with an intersecting cross-gable at the center, over the main 
entrance. This basic form was one version of the Gothic Revival cottage 
popularized by Andrew Jackson Downing, author of Cottage Residences (1842), 
and The Architecture of Country Houses (1850). These volumes provided three-di
mensional views, floor plans, and details to builders throughout the United States. 
At its most elaborate, the center-gabled house might be lit with G?thic windows 
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and adorned with lacy ornamentation cut with a jigsa,w. Even without these 
embellishments, the basic center-gabled form persisted and provided the basis for 
many more modest structures, both domestic and agricultural. 

Old photographs show that a number of center-gabled structures dotted East Palo 
Alto's nineteenth-century landscape. Only one survives, 892 Green, which was 
once the bam on the Dunipace place. 

Agricultural buildings 

Most structures in East Palo Alto participate in national currents in one way or 
another, but Runnymede yielded two agricultural types that are not found 
outside of California, its tankhouses and its poultry houses. (For information 
beyond the brief summaries below, see the sections on the tankhouse and poultry 
house, above, in the history of Runnymede.) 

. Tankhouses. Runnymede's tankhouses are sturdy structures of two stories, 
designed to support elevated tanks that once stored water pumped from 
individual underground wells. Constructed of stout timber frames, diagonally 
braced to bear the weight of the tank, these structures are clad in a variety of 
ways, including narrow clapboard siding, shingles, or board and batten. In 
silhouette, some are rectilinear while most are slightly tapered as they rise. The 
thick, slightly bowed platform that tops each tankhouse, once held the water 
tanks that have now all disappeared. 

Enclosed tankhouses - as opposed to water towers whose structural elements are 
exposed - began to appear in the San Francisco Bay Area as early as the 1860s. 
They tend to vary in form from area to area. ISO Those in Mendocino Country, for 
example, are often taller, more sharply battered, and slimmer in their proportions 
that those constructed in Runnymede. The tankhouses in East Palo Alto, which 
has perhaps the concentration of them in the Bay Area, represent a type that 
appears throughout the Santa Clara Valley. 

150. For a typology of tankhouses, see Leon S. Pitman, "Domestic Tankhouses of Rural 
California," Pioneer America 8, no. 2 (1976): 84-97; and Allen C. Noble, Wood, Brick, and Stone 
(Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1984): 83-4. Also see Brian F. Terhorst, 'The 
Changing Forms of Sonoma County Tankhouses," unpublished graduate seminar paper, 
Sonoma State University, Fa111989. 
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Runnymede's settlers embellished their tankhouses i~ a variety of ways. The 
tankhouse at 892 Green, for example. is adorned with large, rough-cut dentils, an 
unusual allusion to high-style classicism. More common were pyramidal roofs 
over the tanks and rails surrounding the platforms, features that have largely 
disappeared. Others painted their tankhouses in color schemes that matched their 
homes. Arnold E. Martinelli went to far as to flank his tankhouse with a garage on 
each side, incorporating it into a formal composition. 

Some tankhouses provided temporary living quarters while the family 
constructed its house, while other tankhouses, with one or two-story additions, 
became more permanent dwellings. 2190 Clarke is typical. The platform which 
once supported the tank slides into a shed roof which doubles the building's 
width and transforms an agricultural struchrre into a two-story dwelling. Less 
cornmon for East Palo Alto is 820 Weeks, which has a low front porch appended 
to the front plus a cluster of additions at the rear. (Similar structures may be 
found in Mountain View.) 

Enclosed tankhouses such as these originated in the San Francisco Bay Area in 
about the 1860s. The enclosure not only protected the structural supports and the 
pumping equipment, it also provided storage space, and in some cases, additions 
to the tankhouse provided living quarters for the family. For example, Charles 
Weeks's sister, Amanda Weeks Collins, lived with her family in rooms built 
around the tankhouse on their property on Bay Road. Since space was limited on 
Runnymede's small farms, the enclosure turned the tankhouse into a useful 
multipurpose outbuilding.ls1 

Poultry houses. While Runnymede's tankhouses represent a regional type 
adapted to the colony's specific needs, the poultry houses that once stretched 
across its landscape were particular to Charles Weeks's method of poultry raising. 
As an alternative to me free range system, Weeks designed the poultry house to 
be as efficient as possible, maximizing the use of a limited amount of space, and 
minimizing labor. The poultry houses consisted of pens measuring eight feet by 
eight lined up to form a structure that could be as long as 240 feet. Shallow 
feeding troughs ran along the outside of each house, and fresh water flowed from 
the well into the coops. Their open fronts allowed the sun to shine in, and in the 
winter, electric lights supplemented the sun, awakening the hens in the morning 
before sunrise. Each pen could hold twenty-five chickens, which meant that each 
poultry house could hold as many as 750 chickens. Some families maintained 

151. We are grateful to Brian Terhorst for supplying invaluable information about the 
development of the California tankhouse. He is now writing a master's thesis on this subject at 
Sonoma State University. 
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several long rows of cocps. Most of these have since disappeared and those that 
remain have been significantly altered. 152 

Commercial architecture 

Commercial structures in East Palo Alto vary both stylistically and contextually. 
Most of those along University Avenue were designed to hug the street in a 
continuous line. Some fit into clear stylistic categories, while others are little more 
than simple boxes with ornamentation that defies clear categorization. 
Commercial buildings constructed closer to Highway 101 more often stood on 
their own, loosely strung out to provide adjacent parking. These were designed to 
stand out, to catch the attention of the motorist passing by. Deco zigzags or 
streamlined "speed lines" kept company with bold geometric shapes and jutting 
diagonals. Characterizing these structures according to their ornamental trim has 
its limitations, especially when the style is not clearly definable. Because of this, 
we have found it useful, for the purposes of our inventory descriptions and 
evaluations, to use the classifications established by Richard Longstreth in The 
Buildings of Main Street. In this excellent guide to American commercial architec
ture, Longstreth classifies buildings according to the composition of their facades 
rather than by style. We have adopted Longstreth's method and combined it with 
stylistic identification when appropriate. 

152. On Charles Weeks's poultry house design see Weeks's own descriptions in Egg Farming ill 
California; " The Model Acre," One Acre and Independence (Oct. 1922): 9; "Scientific and Artistic 
Poultry House for Intensive Egg Farrning," One Acre and Independence (Nov. 1922): 1; and 
Thomas Stewart, "The Charles Weeks Poultry House," One Acre and Independence (September 
1922): 5-6 and (November 1922): 5-6. 
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Chapter 8 

Architectural Styles 

While many buildings in East Palo Alto are more closely related to folk families, 
many others show the influence of particular stylistic fashions that were popular 
when they were constructed. For this reason, we include here a discussion of the 
question of stylistic identification followed by an explanation of some of the styles 
common in East Palo Alto before 1940. 

What is style? Style is more than the presence of a red tile roof or a row of classical 
columns. It is the building's proportions, how its volumes are assembled, its 
structure, its details, its ornamentation. Within a style, there is often a consistent 
approach to the proportions of the major structural features as welJ. as the details
An Italianate house, for example, tends to be a composition of vertical rectangular 
units, from the overall shape of the house itself to the proportions of the windows. 
Even the ornamental details bear this out. A bungalow, on the other hand, 
consists of broad horizontal elements, from the low sweep of the eaves to 
clustering of windows into horizontal groups. Specific ornamental details may as
sist in identifying a style, but the way they are used and how they are combined 
with other elements distinguishes one style from another. Classical columns ap
pear on Italianate, Colonial Revival, and Neoclassical buildings, but in each case 
how they are used and the context in which they appear is completely different, 
and so are the connotations associated with them. 

Styles and their names. If you flip through the many good stylistic guides to Ameri
can architecture available today, you will find that the styles are not always 
consistently named. One book may identify a house with a red tile roof, stucco 
walls, and wrought iron ornamentation as Mediterranean, while others may call it 
Spanish Eclectic or Spanish Colonial Revival. For the sake of clarity, we have 
selected one name for each style to be used consistently throughout. 
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Some of the problems with stylistic terminology. The terminology used today does not 
always correspond to how a building might have been identified during the 
period when it was constructed. For example, today some might identify San 
Diego's Hotel del Coronado (1886-88) as Queen Anne, but in the late nineteenth 
century it was considered a Mission or Spanish style structure because of its inner 
court. Yet it lacks the stucco, the tiles roofs, and the curvilinear gables that came to 
be associated with the style in the twentieth century. 

In East Palo Alto, the Vitale family who built 2183 Ralmar thought of their house 
as Spanish, yet it also includes features that are typical of Tudor structures. While 
we indicate the Tudor features along with the Spanish in our description of the 
house, how the original owners identify the house's style suggests something 
about what it meant to them, which is somewhat different from what it may mean 
to us today. 

Written and oral sources, when available, provide invaluable insight into how a 
building'S style was defined at the time in which it was built, but such sources are 
not always available. So our task, then, is to consider a building's style and 
meaning, insofar as it is possible, within its original context. 

In our descriptions of the various styles prevalent in San Mateo until about 1940, 
we first list the styles' characteristics. This is a sort of shopping list of features 
commonly found in buildings of a given style, but no one building needs to have 
all of the features listed to be identified as being in that style. Following the list of 

,_ characteristics we talk more generally about the style, how it got to California, 
how it was interpreted here, and what it meant to those who chose it for their 
buildings. 

Craftsman (1895-1920) 

*simple boxy shapes 
*low pitched roofs, sometimes hipped sometimes gabled 
*often asymmetrical in design 
*informal intimate scale 
*constructed in a variety of materials: stucco, clapboard, shingled, board and 
batten, clinker brick, river boulder, or masonry 
*exposed rafters, projecting beams, brackets 
*pergolas 
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*low foundations, horizontal proportions, harmony with site 
*wide horizontal windows, or windows in groups . 
*elaborate joinery 
*open porches 

The Arts and Crafts movement, which began in England in the early 1860s, caught 
on in the United States in the late 1890s. Gustave Stickley became the best-known 
American proponent of the movement. Beginning in 1901, he published an illus
trated monthly called The Craftsman which popularized Arts and Crafts ideals. 
Its goal was the simplification of life and the improvement of design standards. 

liMy ideal of architecture," said Stickley, "is beauty through elimination." Orna
ment should not be applied gratuitously, but should only be used to enhance a 
building's essential structure. The natural qualities of building materials should 
be respected and they should not be disguised as something other than what they 
are. This contrasts sharply with the Queen Anne style's agitated surfaces, spin
dles, turned columns, and sunbursts. And also with the common nineteenth 
century practice of disguising one material as another: staining pine to look like 
mahogany, painting wood to look like marble, or treating wood and iron to look 
like stone. 

The Craftsman philosophy did not give birth to a specific style, but there are a 
number of characteristics which link houses built in the Craftsman tradition. 
They tend to be constructed in local materials, structural members such as rafters 
and beam ends are exposed, and they have little nonstructural ornamentation . 

.. _ The Craftsman building has horizontal proportions, and it attempts to harmonize 
with nature. 

A number of Bay Area architects, including Bernard Maybeck, Julia Morgan, and 
Willis Polk, developed a regional form of architecture which drew heavily upon 
the Craftsman philosophy. These architects were especially concerned with the 
relationship between architecture and nature. At the time, there was a growing 
interest in the California landscape. In the 1890s a number of novels were pub
lished about frontier life in California, and painters captured the wild and untam
ed California landscape on canvas. The Sierra Club was founded in 1892. 
Because of the number of people pouring into the Bay Area, local residents grew 
increasingly concerned about the destruction of the natural environment. 

The Bay Area Regionalists shared a set of ideas and ideals rather than a uniform 
expression or style. Maybeck and his colleagues designed rustic houses which 
harmonize with nature. These combine Craftsman elements with features from 
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Medievat Swiss, and Japanese architecture. Becauseof their distance from the 
architectural mainstream, Bay Area architects had greater freedom to experiment. 
The result was a synthesis of eclectic forms into rustic homes often covered with 
natural wooden shingles or boards--often of redwood-blending beautifully with 
their natural sites. 

The Bungalow (1895-1935). The Craftsman tradition reached the largest number 
of Californians in the form of the bungalow. Rarely were these houses expensive 
except in the hands of architects like the brothers Greene, whose bungalows, with 
their finely-made joinery and stained glass, are far more elaborate than the run-of
the mill bungalow popular across the country. Bungalows were a form of low
cost housing designed to fit the needs and the budget of the general public. Books 
and magazines published bungalow plans, and it was even possible to order bun
galow kits of precut lumber, nails, and details from Sears. Around the tum of the 
century, California saw a popUlation boom. As retirees and young people flocked 
to the Golden State, the bungalow met the increased housing needs admirably. 

The bungalow originated in India and its name is derived froIn ''t:::~6ias'' which 
is Hindustani for "belonging to Bengal." In BengaL th.~ british combined a local 
housing type--a low structure with a veranda- T.v1th the English cottage to create 
the bungalow. Stickley described the bungalow as "a house reduced to its sim
plest form" that IInever fails to harmonize with its surroundings, because its low 
broad proportions and absolute lack of ornamentation give it a character so natu
ral and unaffected that it seems to sink into and blend with any landscape." The 
bungalow is usually one and one half stories high with an off-center front porch. 

_ Everything about the bungalow is horizontal and earth-hugging. The roof is long 
and wide with a shallow slope and overhanging eaves, the foundation is low, the 
front porch is wide, and the front window is horizontally proportioned. The 
porch supports are usually sturdy and tout, and rafters and beams are exposed. 
The bungalow is often constructed in building materials prevalent in the region. 
Its wide windows allow a clear view outside, and the porch provides an outdoor 
living space especially useful in a climate like California's. 

A popular subtype, known as the California Bungalow, was constructed between 
1910 and 1925. The California Bungalow tends to have the familiar low horizontal 
proportions, front porch, and exposed structural elements, but it is usually faced 
with stucco, and the porch roof is supported by massive "elephantine" columns 
(also known as battered columns) which have four faces sloping inward as they 
rise. In the 1920s, the bungalow's popularity gave way to houses built in a variety 
of revival styles. 
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Spanish Colonial Revival (1915-1945) 

*low pitched or flat roofs without much eave overhang 
*red tile roofs and tiled parapets 
*multi-level roofs 
*usually faced with stucco, occasionally brick 
*asynrunLeUicalmassillg 
*arches, poillted, round, or with a slight peak (cf. Islamic arches), triple 

arched, or parabolic 
*omamental details derived from Spanish, Byzantille, Gothic, Italian, 

and Spanish sources 
*spiral columns 
*multi-pane windows 
*window grilles in iron or wood 
*elaborate chimney tops 
*round or square towers 
*decorative tiles 
*decorative iron work 
*omamentation around doorways 

The Spanish Colonial Revival style represents another chapter ill California's 
search for a regional architecture appropriate to its climate, topography, and 
traditions. Many believed that the Mission Revival style, derived as it was from 
ecclesiastical architecture, was inappropriate to secular buildings. Yet Spanish 

"- sources still seemed better than the architecture of the American East Coast. In 
1906 Herbert Croly suggested that California architects look directly at Mediterra
nean houses, which he characterized as the most "valuable and imitable local do
mestic style." He believed that Mediterranean houses represented California's 
true heritage because the Franciscan friars would have built such houses if they 
had had the knowledge, skills, tools, and materials. Since no such houses were 
ever constructed in California, Croly actually proposed a fonn of architectural 
mythmakb1g - the recreation of a California past that never really was. 

The Spanish Colonial Revival, which is also known as the Mediterranean or Span
ish Eclectic, was popularized by the Panama-California Exposition (which cele
brated the opening of the Panama Canal) held in San Diego in 1915. Bertram 
Grosvenor Goodhue, who designed the exposition buildings, drew inspiration 
from the Spanish Colonial architecture found throughout Latin America. More 
and more architects began to look directly at Spanish architecture as well as the 
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architecture of .the entire Mediterranean area. The result was a style which is an 
eclectic mix of Spanish, Spanish Colonial, Northern Italian, and North African Is
lamic elements. 

The style was mainly popular in states with a Spanish heritage, but there are 
examples sprinkled throughout the United States. By the 1920s, according to Geb
hard, Winter, and Sand weiss, it was the style in coastal California. It was not only 
a link with California's Spanish past, but it may also have seemed suitable to a cli
mate and landscape similar to that of the Mediterranean. Hollywood stars con
structed Spanish Colonial mansions, and it appeared in movie sets. And the style 
was used for a considerable range of building types, from railroad stations, public 
buildings, and theaters, to mansions and cottages. 

Grand houses combined plain stucco walls with convoluted Churrigueresque 
ornamentation around doorways, wrought-iron details, decorative tiles, spiral col
umns, and arches. But the style was also used extensively for smaller houses. 

Mission Revival (1890-1915) 

*plain, smooth stucco walls 
*arched openings; the arches are usually semicircular and without moldings so 
that the pier, arch and building surface are a single plane 
*tile roof with low pitch 
*scalloped (curvilinear) parapeted gable ends 
*bell towers, often paired and with tile roofs 
*quatrefoil windows with surrounding cartouches, found especially in gable ends 
*occasional domes 
*terra cotta ornament 

Beginning in the 1880s, a number of Californians grew dissatisfied with the 
importation of architectural styles associated with the Eastern Seaboard. In 1882, 
Theodore Eisen, a prominent San Jose architect, pronounced to the members of 
the San Francisco Chapter of the American Institute of Architects that the "models 
of classic architecture, with Frisco-American variations" were inappropriate to 
California. By the late 1880s, a movement was underway toward the develop
ment of an architecture appropriate to California's own colonial heritage and its 
regional conditions. The answer, according to some, lay in the Franciscan mis
sions. Willis Polk, who also promoted classicism, began to publish articles on the 
missions. The beginnings of a Mission Revival style gained national exposure 
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when Polk's colleague, A. Page Brown designed the California Building for the 
World's Columbian Exposition using a pastiche of mission elements, including a 
red tile roof and long arcades. 

To some, the California mission, so different from Eastern Colonial architecture, 
elicited visions of a romantic and exotic past. Among these was Longfellow, who 
said, 1/ A strange feeling of Romance hovers about those old Spanish mis-
sions ... They add much to the Pacific Coast." Charles Fletcher Lummis, on the 
other hand, recognized that they were also good for business. The missions, Lum
mis wrote, "are worth more money, are a greater asset to Southern California, 
than our oil, our oranges, or even our climate," and "a man is a poor fool who 
thinks he can do business without sentiment." 

Sentiment, combined with business sense, stimulated the movement toward the 
restoration of the crumbling missions and the adaptation of mission elements to 
warehouses, homes, office buildings, public buildings, and railroad stations. The 
Mission Revival style may be found throughout the United States, but it became 
most common in states with a Spanish colonial heritage. The style draws a 
variety of elements from the Franciscan missions. Its most distinctive feature is a 
curvilinear gable, which is combined with quatrefoil windows, tile roofs, terra 
cotta ornamentation, bell towers, and arched openings. In its simplest form, a 
Mission Revival building may be no more than a stucco box with a curvilinear 
gable. Because the style was originally intended for ecclesiastical structures, some 
found it awkward and inappropriate for other building types. 

Although the Mission style was promoted as California'S alternative to the Colo
nial Revival and classicism, San Mateo has far more Colonial Revival and 
Classical Revival buildings than Mission. A particularly good example of the Mis
sion Revival survives on North Delaware. This is a two-story stucco house which 
has the curvilinear parapeted gable which is characteristic of the style. The house 
also has smooth stucco walls and flat planes, and the porch looks as if it has been 
cut cleanly out of the building as there is no break between the substantial piers 
supporting the porch roof and the walL Yet, according to an informant who 
remembers the intentions of those who constructed the house, it was meant to 
recall Italian architecture rather than the California missions. It is possible that 
the builder thought about Italian buildings while also making use of forms popu
lar in California at the time. 
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Tudor Revival (1900-present) 

*irregular and asymmetrical in massing 
*steep roofs, often gabled with cross gables, also hipped 
*stucco, brick, stone, with some wood 
*tall chimneys 
*towers 
*ornamental half-timbering 
*tall narrow rectangular windows divided into many panes 

Californians may have felt that the Spanish Colonial Revival style represented 
their heritage, but they also were open to a variety of other styles which were 
popular at the same time. Among these was the Tudor Revival. This is actually a 
general term under which we loosely group buildings which show the influence 
of English architecture from the time of Shakespeare, and French architecture 
from Normandy and Brittany. It is also sometimes called the Provincial Style, 
since the architectural sources are generally from the provincial countryside rath
er than the city. During the 'teens and 'twenties in particular, many books and ar
ticles appeared showing drawings and photographs of rural English and French 
houses. These houses are picturesque, informal, and rustic, with steep gables and 
irregular silhouettes. 

The Tudor style was used primarily for homes in the suburbs, which were 
romantically perceived as pastoral enclaves safely isolated from the bustle of the 
city. Because the Tudor Revival style was based on rural architecture, it helped to 

',;c eIL.~ance the image of the suburban home as a country retreat. The Tudor style 
also created a sense of instant heritage. Tudor houses were designed to look as if 
they had always been there rather than having been recently planted. Attempts 
were made to make Tudor houses look as if they had weathered the ravages of 
time. Occasionally a section of stucco will be peeled away to reveal bricks be
neath, as if the building had aged over the centuries. An architectural style which 
recalled the European agrarian past may have provided a sense of comfort and 
continuity during a period when there were so many technological and social 
changes. 

Art Deco and Streamline Moderne (c. 1920-1940) 

The Art Deco and the Streamline Moderne styles are known by a variety of 
names, ranging from Deco, Modernistic, and Art Moderne, to Streamline, Zigzag 
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Modem, Jazz Modern, and Thirties Style. While most of the styles we have been 
discussing take numerous elements from earlier architectural styles, Art Deco and 
Streamline Moderne invent new forms for the present and the future. Although 
the two styles share enough cornmon features to be treated under the same 
heading, each is distinct enough that it will be discussed in its own section. 

Art Deco (1920s-early 1930s) 

*smoothly surfaced volumes 
*vertical panels and piers 
*symmetrical and balanced design 
*stepped back tower 
*ornamented parapet, often with vertical projections 
*stylized floral and geometric Deco ornamentation 

The Art Deco style broke with the revivals that had predominated during most of 
the nation's history. Instead of incorporating elements of older styles into new 
buildings, designers aimed for a sense of modernity appropriate to a new 
machine age. They created visions of the future rather than the past. The style's 
name comes from the Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs and Industri
els Modernes held in Paris in 1925. Promotional materials warned that "repro
ductions, imitations and counterfeits of ancient styles will be strictly prohi!:;ited," 
for the purpose of the exposition was to show work displaying "new inspiration 
and real originality." 

Art Deco is fundamentally a style of decoration, and it was used for jewelry, cloth
ing, furniture, and industrial design as well as architecture. It is characterized by 
stylized floral and geometric fonns in low relief. Although there are a few curves, 
much of the ornament is rectilinear; parallel lines, chevrons, zigzags, fluting, and 
reeding occur in endless variations. Traditional ornament, when used at all, tends 
to be simplified, and the dominance of European sources is challenged by motifs 
derived from American Indian and Pre-Columbian art. 

Buildings with Art Deco ornamentation often are vertically proportioned. Shal
low vertical panels emphasize the building's height, and vertical elements project 
at the top. Towers are stepped back, surfaces are smooth, and compositions tend 
to be symmetrical and balanced. Ornamentation is clustered at key points, espe
cially at the base and around the entrance, and at the top of the building. In par
ticularly lavish Deco buildings, architects, sculptors, and designers have collabo
rated to decorate the building's interior with ornamented elevator doors, light fix
tures, panels, ceilings, and f!oors. 
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Streamline Moderne (1930-40) 

*simple box-like shapes, often with rounded corners 
*smooth surfaces, often stucco 
*horizontal proportions, emphasized with bands of horizontal bands and ribbon 
windows 
*round windows 
*steel railings 
*horizontal balustrades 
*glass bricks 

After 1930, the Streamline Moderne style became a predominant modernistic form 
in the United States. Many streamlined buildings have Art Deco ornamentation, 
but the architecture of the 1930s, an era of austerity, tends to have a pared-down 
aesthetic compared with the architecture of the 1920s. Architectural design was 
influenced by streamlining in industrial design. Ships, airplanes, and automobiles 
were given smooth, rounded shapes on the theory that streams of air could flow 
over them without interference as they traveled at high speed. Streamlining was 
also adopted for household appliances from irons to pencil sharpeners, even 
though aerodynamics were not an important factor in the function of these 
objects. Functionally motivated or not, people responded to this machine aesthet
ic with its connotations of speed and modernity. 

Streamline Moderne architecture tends to derive a number of its elements from 
industrial design. Surfaces are flat and smooth, and corners are often rounded. 
The horizontal grooves and lines banding the tops of buildings suggest speed, 
and ribbons of windows emphasize the horizontal proportions. Round windows 
and steel railings, borrowed from ships, are common. 
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Appendix 

Street N arne Changes 

In 1939, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors changed a number of East 
Palo Alto's street names as well as the numbering of many residences. The Palo 
Alto Post Office, which delivered mail to East Palo Alto, particularly favored the 
name changes to avoid the confusion produced by duplicate street names in East 
Palo Alto, North Palo Alto, and Palo Alto. The duplication also caused problems 
for the fire department, according to the Palo Alto Times, August 26,1939 (which 
provided the source for some of this information). 

Pre 1938 street name 

Palo Ave. 
Park St. 
Stanford Ave. 
Oakwood Ave. 
Birch St. 

. ;, Doyle Sf. 
Vale St. 
Orchard St. 
Forest Lane 
Grove St. 

Pre 1939 street name 

Lincoln 
Bizzel 
Doyle 
Cherry 
Cherry, beyond Clark 
Park and Walnut 
Walnut beyond Clark 

Post 1938 street name 

Ramona Ave. 
Walnut St. 
Addison Ave. 
Palo Verde Ave. 
Lincoln Ave . 
Cherry Sf. 
GardenSt. 
Glen Way 
Lilac Lane 
Weeks St 

Post 1939 street name 

Weeks 
continuation of Runnymede 
Bell 
Bell 
Garden 
merged to become Green 
Beech 
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Pre 1939 street name 

Almond 
Almond beyond Clark 
Olive 

Post 1939 street name 

continuation of Donohoe 
Myrtle 
continuation of O'Connor 

(in Palo Alto Park names were changed a year ago but there are a couple of new 
changes) 

Doyle 
Park 

Bell 
Green 

All of the above per P A Times, Aug. 26, 1939. 
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Glossary of Architectural 
Terminology 

arcade: A series of arches, supported by columns or piers. 

architrave: The lower part of a classical entablature, resting directly on the capital 
of a column. Also the molding around a window or door. 

balustrade: A series of upright posts or pillars supporting a rail. 

bargeboard or verge board: A projecting board attached to the edge of a gable 
roof, sometimes decorated. . 

bay: A vertical division of a building, usually marked by such elements as 
fenestration, buttresses, or roof sections. 

bay window: An angular or curved projection of a building filled ~vith 
window(s). If the bay has three sides and the two side walls are slanted, it i~ La.ilc:~ 

.. _ a canted bay. If the projection is curved, it is may be called a bow window. When 
projecting from an upper floor only, it is called an oriel, or oriel window. 

belt course: A continuous band which projects slightly from an exterior wall, 
dividing it horizontally and continuing around the entire building like a belt. It is 
often molded and it may mark the division between stories. A string course is 
similar, but may appear ononly one side and project further than a belt course. 

brace: A diagonal member of a building'S frame which lends support; may be 
either curved or straight. 

bracket: A projecting element beneath cornices, eaves, balconies, or windows 
which gives structural support. May also serve purely decorative purposes. 
Frequently appears in the Italianate style. 
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capital: The top of a column or pilaster, above the shq.ft, supporting the 
entablature. May be plain or decorated. 

casement window: A window hinged at the side, opening like the page of a book. 
May open either outward or inward. 

clapboard: A form of cladding consisting of thin boards which are thinner at one 
edge and rlaced horizontally, with overlapping edges. 

column: A vertical member meant to support a load. In classical architecture it 
consists of a base, shaft, and capital. 

corbel: A block projecting from the wall plane to support an upper element such 
as a beam or cornice. 

cornice: The projecting molding or combination of brackets and moldings 
running across the top of a building to crown it. 

crenellations: A parapet with regular sections (usually rectangular) removed to 
form alternating projections and indentations. (Also known as castellations and 
battlements.) Associated with the Gothic Revival and the Tudor styles, and used 
to recall European castles. 

crest, cresting: An ornamental ridge topping a wall or roof, often decorated. 

'.;_ dentil: (from Latin, dens, "tooth") A small rectangular block used in a series 
beneath a cornice or to form a decorative molding. 

dormer: A vertical window and its housing, covered by its own roof, projecting 
from a sloping roof. 

double-hung window: A window with two or more sash (glazed frames), 
arranged vertically, which can be raised and lowered independently. 

egg and dart (or egg and tongue> molding: a molding consisting of egg shapes 
alternating with dart or arrow-head shapes. 

eyebrow dormer: A low dormer formed by curving up a section of the roof and 
inserting a narrow window. 
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entablature: The horizontal porticm of a building, usually supported by a column. 
In classical architecture it consists of the architrave, f;ieze, and cornice. 

fascia: A plain horizontal band often separated by moldings and found in an 
architrave. 

festoon: A garland of fruit, flowers, leaves, or ribbons suspended in a curve 
between two points. 

finial: An ornament, usually foliate, at the top of a gable, pinnacle, spire, or tower. 

fish-scale shingle: A shingle with one curved end, often found in overlapping 
rows as a decorative cladding on Queen Anne structures. 

fluting: Shallow, regularly spaced concave grooves which run vertically on a 
column, pilaster, or other surface. 

frieze: The flat horizontal part of an entablature between the architrave and 
cornice. It may be plain or decorated. Also denotes any horizontal decorative 
band. 

gable: The triangular portion of a wall at the end of a gable roof and defined by its 
slopes. It usually has straight sides, but it may also be stepped or curved (as in 
Mission Revival architecture). 

gable roof: A roof in which two flat planes meet at a straight ridge. 

gambrel roof: Similar to a gable roof, but it has two slopes on each side, the upper 
slope being shallower in pitch, the lower slope steeper. Used in Dutch, English, 
and Swedish colonial architecture, and in Colonial Revival designs. 

hipped roof: A roof with four uniformly pitched slopes which meet in a point or a 
sharp ridge. 

hood molding: A large projecting molding placed over an arch, doorway, or 
window, originally designed to deflect water from the opening. 

modillion: A curved and ornamented bracket arranged in a series to support the 
upper part of a cornice, especially in the Corinthian order, though also used in 
other contexts. 

99 



Palladian window: A tripartite window with a larg\ arched central opening 
flanked by lower rectangular side openings. 

parapet: A low protective wall placed at the edge of a bridge or balcony, or at the 
top of a building. May be also be placed along a gable end. 

pediment: Originated as the triangular gable above the entablature of classical 
temples, enframed by cornices. Went on to refer to any cornice-framed element 
crowning a door or window. May be triangular, curved, or broken. 

pendant: A sculptural element suspended from a vault or ceiling. 

pilaster: A shallow pier or rectangular column attached to a wall, often with a 
base, shaft, and ca pi tal. 

portico: A porch, usually with a roof supported by columns, projecting from a 
building's main entrance. May also recede into the building. 

quatrefoil: An ornament with four circular or pointed lobes. 

quoins: Blocks of stone used to reinforce the corners of brick or stone walls. May 
also be made of non-load-bearing materials (including wood) and applied for 
decorative rather than structural purposes. Appears especially in Colonial, 
Italianate and Colonial Revival architecture. 

rustication: Massive blocks of masonry separated by deeply-cut joints. 

sash: A frame in which the panes of a window are set. 

spindle: A turned wooden element often used in screens, stair railings, and porch 
trim. 

stickwork: Ornamental slats of wood applied to the exterior of a building, found 
in Queen Anne and Italianate architecture. 

transom: A small hinged window above a door or another window. Also a 
horizontal bar of stone or wood placed across the opening of a window. 

turret: A small, slender tower, often at the corner of a building. 

witch's cap: A conical roof, often topping towers in Queen Anne buildings. 
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Carol and Emily Da Mant, (transcript), n.d 
Albert Deacon, (transcript), n.d. 

Archival Materials and County Records 

San Mateo County Historical Association Archives: newspaper clippings on East 
Palo Alto, photographs, maps. 

East Palo Alto Historical Society, collection of maps, photographs, and 
Runnymede promotional materials 

Doris Brown Geddis, personal collection: photographs relevant to Runnymede 
and the Weeks family, a typescript family history written by Amanda Weeks 
Collins (Charles Weeks's sister), list of Ravenswood School Alumni. 

Palo Alto Historical Association Archives: newspaper dippings on East Palo Alto, 
photographs, maps, Runnymede promotional materials 

San Mateo County Records: maps; property transaction records; subdivision 
records in the maps division, the assessor's office and the recorder's office 

Articles and Books 

"144 Japanese Say Good-bye to Homes Here." Palo Alto Times, 26 May 1942. 

Anderson, Henry S. liThe Little Landers' Land Colonies: A Unique Agricultural 
Experiment in California." Agricultural History 5 (October, 1931): 139-50. 

Bocek, Barbara Rose, "Hunter-Gatherer Ecology and Settlement Mobility along 
San Francisquito Creek," Stanford University, Ph.D. dissertation. 

Burrowes, Trevor. "East Palo Alto: The Dark Horse." Unpublished paper 
sponsored by the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society, 1985. 

Foss, Werner C., Jr. liThe History of Ravenswood." Unpublished paper, San Mateo 
Junior College, 1942. Archives of the San Mateo County Historical 
Association. 
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Gebhard, David, Eric Sandw~iss, and Robert Winter. Architecture in San Francisco 
and Northern California. Salt Lake City: Gibbs M. Smith, Inc., Peregrine Smith 
Books, 1985. 

Gottfried, Herbert and Jan Jennings. American Vernacular Design, 1870-1940: An 
Illustrated Glossary. New York: Van Nostrand, Rinehold, Co., 1985. 

Grad, Shelby. '1-Iandsome Homes Arise in East P.A." San Jose Mercury News, 28 
July 1991, pp. B 1-2. 

Gullard, Pamela and Nancy Lund, History of Palo Alto. San Francisco: Scottwall 
Assoc., 1989. 

Hynding, Alan. From Frontier to Suburb: The Story of the San Mateo Peninsula. 
Belmont, California: Star Publishing Co., 1982. 

Hine, Robert. California's Utopian Colonies. San Marino, 1966. 

Jackson, Kenneth. Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1985. 

Kamerling, Bruce. "The Arts and Crafts Movement in San Diego." In The Arts and 
Crafts Movement in California: Living the Good Life, Kenneth R. Trapp, ed. New 
York and Oakland: Abbeville Press and the Oakland Museum, 1993. 

<_ Kraus, Sibella. "East Palo Alto Begins to Reclaim Garden Heritage." San Francisco 
Chronicle, 15 July 1992, Food Section, pp. 1 & 8. 

Lee, Lawrence B. liThe Little Landers Colony of San Ysidro." Journal of San Diego 
History 21 (Winter 1975): 26-51. 

Liberatore, Karen. "Developer's Dream Inspired by Mandela," San Francisco 
Chronicle,S August 1992, Horne Section, p. 9. 

"Local Flower Industry at Easter Peak./I Palo Alto Times, 7 April 1950. 

Lukes, Timothy and Gary Y. Okahiro. Japanese Legacy: Farming and Community Life 
in California's Santa Clara Valley. Cupertino, California: California History 
Center, 1985. 
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Maddex, Diane, ed. All About Old Buildings: The Whol~ Preservation Catalog. 
Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 1985. 

McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred 
A. Knopf, 1988. 

Noble, Allen G. Wood, Brick,a and Stone. Amherst: University of Massachusetts 
Press, 1984. 

One Acre and independence, 1921-22. 

Pitman, Leon S. "Domestic Tankhouses of Rural California." Pioneer America 8 
(1976): 84-97. 

Palo Alto Woman's Club. Santa Clara Valley. Palo Alto: Times Publishing 
Company, 1911. 

Poppeliers, John D., S. Allen Chambers, Jr., and Nancy B. Schwartz. What Style Is 
It? A Guide to American Architecture. Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 
1983. 

"Ravenswood: Port of Gold-Rush Days," La Peninsula 3 (May, 1946): 1-4. 

Rojas, James T. ''The Enacted Environment of East Los Angeles." Places 8 (Spring 
1993): 42-53. 

Roy, Rose. Ships in San Mateo County: Their Cradles - Their Ports of Call. 
Typescript, 1941. San Mateo County Historical Association Archives. 

The Runnymede News. 

Schmitt, Peter J. Back to Nature: The Arcadian Myth in Urban America. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1969. 

Smythe, William. City Homes on Country Lanes. New York: Macmillan, 1922 

Stanger, Frank M. History of San Mateo County. San Mateo, California: San Mateo 
Times, 1938. 

Starr, Kevin. Inventing the Dream: California Through the Progressive Era. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1985. 
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Stewart, Thomas. "The Charles Weeks Poultry House." One Acre and Independence 
(September 1922): 7. 

Svanenik, Michael. "When Flowers Were a Blooming Business." San Mateo Times, 
24 March 1989, p. B3. 

Terhorst, Brian F. ''The Changing Forms of Sonoma County Tankhouses." 
Unpublished graduate seminar paper, Sonoma State University, 1989. 

Weeks, Alice. ''The Place of the Woman in the ~ittle Farm' Home." One Acre and 
Independence (September 1922): 7. 

Weeks, Charles. Egg Farming in California. San Francisco, n.d. 

Weeks, Charles. "The Model Acre." One Acre and Independence (October 1922): 9. 

Weeks, Charles, "William E. Smythe Passes Away.," One Acre and Independence 
(November 1922): 12. 

Whiffen, Marcus. American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to the Styles. 
Cambridge, Mass.: 1v1lT Press, 1969. 

Worster, Donald. Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity, and the Growth of the American 
West. New York: Pantheon Books, 1985. 
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Figure #3. Coyer of One Acre and Independence, Noven.ber 1922. Collection of the Palo Alto Public Lihrarv 
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Figure #4. Photograph of the Runnymede Clubhouse. Photograph by Katherine Solomonson, September 1993. 
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Figure #5. Map of Runnymede, First Addition. From Palo Alto Times, November 14, 1917. 
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Figure #6. Weeks Colony Model Acre. From One Acre and Independence, Oct. 1922, p. 9. 



Figure #7. East Palo Alto tankhouse facade, (Demolished). Collection of the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural 
Association. 



AN~OUNCING 

A line of Low Priced Pumps 
for lifts up to 100 feet, in
stalled in wells from 8 to 12 
inChes jn diameter. 

Cheaper in First Cost 
Cheaper in Upkeep 
Cheaper in Power Used 

Western Well Works Inc. 
SAN JOSE, CAL. 

Figure #8. Water Pump Used by Runnymede Farmers. From One Acre and Independence, November 1922. 
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GARDEN HOMES 
111 the Charles Weeks', Colony 

Figure #9. AE. Martinelli house, 2126 University Ave., East Palo Alto_ 
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Back cover of One Acre and IndependenceJ September 1922. 



Figure #10. Birds-eye Views of Runnymede Poultry Houses. Brochure in collection of Palo Alto Historical Association, 
San Mateo County, East Palo Alto File. 
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Figure #11. Greenhouse in East Palo Alto. Photograph by Katherine Solomonson, August 1993. 



Bayshore Boulevard at " 'l71 ~E Il'~ 
University Avenue I~ wLt :} 

illY 19 '41 

Served from 1 P.M. 
to 10 P.M. 

Special Thanks~iving Dinner! 
$1 50 

STUFFED CELERY RIPE OLIVES 
FILETS OF ANCHOVIES SALAMI 

CRABMEAT COCKTAIL Sl'PREME 

CREAM OF MUSHOOM SOUP 

WALDORF SALAD, CHANTILLY DRESSING 

ROAST STUFFED TURKEY QUAKER DRESSING 
OLD FASHIONED CRANBERRY SAUCE 

BANTAM CORN SAUTE BUTTERED PEAS 
CANDIED YAMS MASHED POTATOES 

HOT BISCUITS WITH HONEY 

CHOICE OF: HOT MINCEMEAT PIE, BRANDY SAUCE 
ICE CREAM SHERBET CAMEMBERT CHEESE 

CLU~ RAISINS-- CRACKED NUTS 
DEMI TASSE 

MI!;Jt Cour.es from Regular Menu ~""'Y Be Substituted. 

PUONE 4842 FOR RESER\'ATIONS COCKTAilS 

Figure #12. Auten's Restaurant. 

Advertisement frorl Polo Alto limes" November19" 1941. 
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'APi?lHlIX 1: ~amL RmIS.rER s.rroI.S 

'!he list shown belOW' provides for a vast array of possible evaluation codes. Be 
sUre to read the entire list before decid.i.rq on the one to use. 

Take spedal care that evaluations for districts ani·their CCIIlpOl19I1ts fit together 
properly, i.e., be consistent b.It not identical. 

'!he first number .iniicates the status generally: 
1. Listed in the National Register. 
2. Detennined eligible for the Register in a formal process involving federal 

agencies. 
3. AJ;:pears eligible for l..istin;J in the National Register in the jlldgment of 

the person (s) c:x:mpletirq or reviewing the form. 
4. Might beo::me eligible for listin;J. 
5. Ineligible for the Register. b.It still of local interest. 
6. None of the a.b::we. . 
7. Undetermined. 

'!he definitions are refined'as follows: 

l8-lB. 
18. 
lD. 
lB. 

~51-1B4. 
251-

- 252. 

201-
202. 

2B1-
2B2. 
2B3. 
2B4. 

35-3B. 
35. 
3~. 

3B. 

Listed in the National Register as follows: 
Separately listed. -
~ib.Itor to a listed district. 
Both 15 ani lD. 

Detennined ~gible for l..istin;J in the National Register as follOW'S: 
Determined eligible for separate l..istin;J by the KeepF'.I of the National 
Register. 
Detennined eligible for separate listirq thraugh. a consensus 
deterinination by a federal agency ani the state Historic Preservation 
Officer. 
Contrib.Itor to a district determined eligible for listirq by the Keeper. 
Contrib.Itor to a district determined eligible for listirq through a 
consensus deterinination. 
Both 2S1 ani 201. 
Both 251 ani 202. 
Both 252 ani 201. 
Both 252 ani 202. 

~eligible for listin;J in the National- Register as follOW'S: 
AJ;:pears eligible for separate listirq. 
Contrib.Itor to a district that has been fully dodimented aCcordJ.n;J to 
CliP i.nst:ruct.ions ani that apJ;:earS eligible for l..istin;J. 

_ Both 35 ani 3~. 

4R. Meets bJth of the follOW'in;J twO con::1itions: 1) Is located within the 
l::oun::Iaries of a fully documented district that is listed in, determined eligible 
for, or appears eligible for the National Register ani 2) may beo::me a contribrtor 
to the district when it is restored to its appearance durin;J the district's period 
of significance. 



481-4S8. May becane eligible for separate listing :in the National Register when 
one. of the follcwi.n:;J cx:x:::urs (use the number of the n:ost important reason if m:Jre 
than one· a,wlies):. . 

4S1. '!he" property bea:mes old enough tolOOet the Register's 50-year 
requi.renalt. 

4S2. M::lre historical or ardlitectural researdl is perfanned on the property. 
4S3. Contextual :information is expanded. 
454. A Dx:n:e a.ppz:qn:-iate property type is defined. 
4S5. ~tion requirements for the property type are clarified. 
456. '!he property is evaluated :in aoother historical context. 
457 • '!he ardri:tectural integrity of the property "is restored. 
4S8. Otller prq.:erties, "Which provide m:Jre significant exarrples of the 

historical or architectural associations connected to this property, are 
de!:tolished or otherwise lase their architectural integrity. 

4Bl-4B8. May becane eligible both for separate li.sting :in the National Register 
an:i as a contrib.Itor or potential"contrihItor to a fully documented district that 
may beca:ne eligible for the National Register. Use the number of the m:st 
iInp:lrt.ant reasal if m:Jre than one awlies: " 

4B1. 4S1 (as ab:Jve) an:1 arrj' reason fran 401-408 or 4MI-4M8 (as belO'.¥) • 
4B2... 452 (as ab:Jve) an:1 arrj' reason fran 401-408 or 4MI-4M8 (as 1:e10'.¥) • 
4B3. 4S3 (as ab:Jve) an:1 arrj' reason fran 401-408 or 4MI-4M8 (as belO'.¥) • 
4B4. 454 (as ab:Jve) an:1 arrj' reason fran 401-408 or 4MI-4M8 (as 1:elcM) . 
4B5. 4S5 (as ab:Jve) arrl any reason.fran 401-408 or 4MI-4M8 (as 1:e10'.¥) • 
4B6. 4S6 (asab:Jve) an:1 any reason fran 401-408 or 4MI-4M8 (as 1:e10'.¥) • 
4B7. 457 (as ab:Jve) an:1 any reason fran 401-408 or 4MI-4M8 (as belO'.¥) • 
4B8.· 4S8 (as ab:Jve) an:1 any reason fran 40+-408 or 4MI-4M8 (as belO'.¥) • 

4Dl-408. Cbntril:utor to a fully documented district that may beca:ne eligible for 
listing when (use the nnmb:>..r of the n:ost iInp:lrt.ant reason if m:Jre than one 
awlies): . 

401. '!he district beca:nes old enough to meet the Register's 50-year 
requi.renalt. " 

402. M::lre historical or ardlitectural researdl is perfanned on the district. 
403. "Contextual :information is expanded. 
404. A m:Jre a:r:p:cpriate property type is defined. 
405. Registration requirements for the property type are clarified. 
406. '!he district is evaluated :in aoother histarical context. 
407. '!he integrity of the district is restored. 
408. Otller districts, which provide more significant exarrples of the 

historical or architectural aSscx:::iajon connected to this district, are 
de!:tolished or otherwise lase their architectural -integrity. 

4Ml-4M8. May beca:ne a contr.i1::.ut:or to a fully documented district that may beca:ne 
eligible for listing in the National Register if the property were rest:.ored to its 
aJ;pearan:!e durir.g the district's pericxi of significan:e an:1 (use the number of the 
lOClSt important reason if m:Jre than one awlies): 

4MI. '!be district beca:nes old enough to meet the Register's 50-year " 
requi.renalt. 

4M2. M:Ire historical or ardlitectural research is perfanned on the district. 
4M3 • Contextual :information is expanded. 
4M4. A m:Jre appt:cpriate property type is defined. 
'4M5. Registration requirements for the property type are clarified. 
4M6. '!he district is evaluated':in another historical context. 



I'" 

4M7. '!he :integrity of the district is restored. 
4MB. other districts, which provide m::n::'e significant examples of the 

historical or arch.itecb.Iral associations connected to this district,· are 
dem::>lisbed 01=' otheJ:wise lose their archltecb.Iral :integrity. 

4X. May be<::x:rce eligible as a contril:utor to a district that has not been fully 
documented. 

5S1-5B9. Not eligible for the National Register bIt of local interest because the 
property: 

5S1. Is ~tely listed or designated under an existin;J local ardinance, or 

552. 

5S3. 

501. 

502. 

503. 

5B1. 
5B2. 
5B3. 
5B4. 
5B5. 
5B6. 
5B7. 
5B8. 
5B9. 

is eligible for sudl l.istin:J or designation. 
Is likely to becx:;Ine' eligible for separate l.istin:J or designation under a 
local ardinance that has not yet been written. 
Is not eligible for separate li.sti.rq or designation under an exist:i.rq or 
li}cely local ardinance rut is eligible for special consideration in 
local pl.arlnin;. 
Is a contributor to a fully documented district that is designated or 
eligible for designation as a local historic district, overlay zone, or 
preServation area under an existin;J ardinance or procedure. 
Is a contr~ to a fully documented district that is likely to l:e 
designated as a local historic district, overlay zone, or preservation 
area under an ardinance that has not yet been written or a procedure 
that has not yet been implemented. 
Is a contributor to, a fully documented district that is unlikely to l:e 
designated as a local historic,district, overlay zone, or preservation 
area bIt is eligible for special consideration in local pl.arlnin;. 
Both 5S1 and 501. ' 
Both 5S2 and 502. 
Both 5S3 and 503. 
Both 5S1and 502. 
Both 5S1 and 503. 
Both 5S2 and 501. 
Both 5S2 and 502. 
Both 5S3 and 501. 
Both 5S3 and 502. 

5N. . Needs special consideration for reasons other than 'al::qve; 

6Xl-6Z3. Ineligible for sane or all of the categories al:x::lve: 

6Xl-6X3. 

6xl. 

6X2. 

6X3,. 

Determined ineligible for li.sti.rq in the National Register by the Keeper 
of the ~tianal Register and: . -, , .' 
Also fOlmd pot:entially ineligible for Register l.istin:J (under Category 4 
al:love) and of no local interest (under category 5 above) • 

. AlsO fOlmd pot:entially ineligible for Register list:i.rq (under category 4 
al:love) bIt not evaluated for local interest (urrler category 5 a.l:xwe). 
Not ~uated for potential eligibility (under category 4 a.l:xwe) or 
local interest (under category 5 ab::JVe). 

6Y1-6Y3. Detetlnined ineligible for li.sti.rq in the National Register through a 
consensus determinat.;ion of a federal agency and the state Historic' 
Preservation Officer and: . 



',< 

6Yl. Also fam:i p:n:entially ineligible for Register listin:f (under category 4 
above) am of no local :interest (under category 5 above). 

6Y2. Also :'fam:i potentially ineligible for Register listin:f (undercategor:i 4 
above) rut not evaluated for local :interest (under category 5 above). 

6Y3. Not evaluated :eor potential eligibility (urrler category 4 above) or 
local :interest (under categol:y 5 above). . \ .' 

6Z1-6Z3. Found ineligible for listin:f in the National Register tl1.rol#1 an 
evaluation process qt:her than thbse mentioned in 6X and 6Y al::ove and:. 

6Zl. Also fam:i p:n:entially ineligible for Register listin:f (under categpry 4 . 
above) am of no local :interest (under category 5 above). . 

6Z2.· Also fam:i p:n:entially ineligible for Register listin:f (under category 4 
above) rut not evaluated for local :interest (under category 5 al:ove). 

6Z3. Not evaluated for potential eligibility (under category 4 above) Or 
local interest (under category 5 above). 

7. Not evaluate::l. 



State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION Ser. no. 
1. Historic name Kavanaugh House National Register status 3 S 

Local designation 
2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 1395 Bay 

City East Palo Alto Vicinity only 

B575760 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C4147300 

Other 

County San Mateo 

D 4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-O90-04{} 

DESCRIPTION 

6. 
7. 

Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 
Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surround
ings, and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

Set far back from a busy street, the Kavanaugh house at 1395 Bay Road has a large drive through and parking 
area in its front yard. To its west side is a large vacant lot, and to the east stands a Catholic church. The house is 
set in dense suburban landscape of small single family ho.uses. The dwelling has a tall steeply pitched roof, 
covered by white asphalt shingles. Clapboard siding covers the walls. The house is two stories in height, set up 
slightly on low foundations. The foundations IQok to be made of precast concrete blocks rusticated to look like 
cut stone. A water table separates the foundation and clapboards. A recessed front porch occupies the left
central portions of the front (south) facade. Two piers with simple Ionic capitals support the roof sheltering the 
porch. On the porch in the center, is a large front door. To its right is a high fixed window with a wide casing. To 
the left of the front door is a canted bay window, which projects slightly beyond the house's square contours. 
The bay has three double-hung windows with wooden sash in each facet. The central window is slightly larger 
than those enframing it. A very large gable occupies the center of the second story. A small balcony with railing 
stands outside two small double-hung windows. The plane of the gable projects out slightly above the windows. 
Large knee brackets support either end of the central gable. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

William t. Altman et al 

Sunnyvale, CA 94086 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Offices 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



,'", 

.ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1905 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date Interior has been altered from a a residence to a small office building used by lawyers. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Ravenswood History Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1875-1900 Property type Domestic sturcture Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The Kavanaugh house at 1395 Bay Road remains one of East Palo Alto's oldest residences, dating from 1905, 
(according to San Mateo County Assessor's records). According to a son, Thomas Kavanaugh, plans for the house 
may"have been purchased from a mail-order firm in Indiana, which sold bungalow floor plans. This Craftsman 
Style dwelling, though large and imposing, possesses little architectural significance. Rather, its interest lies in the 
history of the land-owning family that long occupied it. Moses Kavanaugh (1864-1950) built the house, with its 
indoor plumbing to supersede the original family pomestead (now demolished), that stood on the property since 
1866. Moses's father, Charles Kavanaugh (d.1894) came to southern San Mateo County in 1865, and bought 131.6 
acres to raise grain. Like so many of East Palo Alto's earliest settlers, Charles Kavanaugh was of Irish descent; he 
built a small fortune mining the Comstock Lode and digging wells for other settlers. An only child, Moses carried 
on the operation of his fathers ranch, and enlarged his holdings. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources: Interview with Thomas Kavanaugh, 31 March 1993, "Moses Kavanaugh's Birthday Recalls Areas Early History," Palo 
Alto Times, 9 Sept. 1958. San Mateo County Assessors Records. 

21 ~ Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation January 15, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



1395 BAY CONTINUATION SHEET 

SIGNIFICANCE AN.D EVALUATION (continued) 

He acquired much influence in local affairs, having been a founder of the Redwood City Community Bank and the 
Sequoia Union School District. On his land adjoining his house, Moses assembled an assortment of relics (now vanished) 
from the 1850s town of Ravenswood, the predecessor of East Palo Alto. These relics included an old hotel that served 
visitors to the town and a box office that sold tickets for steamers making port at Cooley's Landing at the end of Bay Road. 
The 1905 house had to be large to accommodate Moses, his wife, Katherine, and their six children (two of whom died in 
infancy). Moses's daughter, Gertrude Kavanaugh (b.1906), continued to live in the house until her death in 1973. 
Thereafter, the house and some of the land passed into the hands of the neighboring Catholic church. Recently, the East 
Palo Alto Law Project, a non-profit community advocacy group, has occupied the Kavanaugh house. 



IDENl1FICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

2 .. Common or current name Polynesian Market 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 552 
Local designation 

3. Number & street 1447 East Bayshore 

City East Palo Alto Vicioity only 

B575690 

Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

4. UTM zone A 10 C4146450 0 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style 

The I:olynesian Market is a long rectangular building with a flat roof. It has one story. On the west end, facing 
Highway 101, a curved projecting wall shelters the main entrance. The white painted walls of the building were 
covered by flush wood boards originally. Recently, portions of the wall, perhaps where windows once opened the 
south facade, have been stuccoed over. Windows also once opened the end of the curved wall surrounding the 
doorway. It is unclear whether this building is whole in itself or is a fragment of a larger business which once 
catered to auto traffic on the Bayshore Highway. The building, for a long time, housed a bar, but now 
accommoda tes a Polynesian market. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Commercial 

12.Zoning C-1 

13. Threats Building is vacant 



ilSTORICAL INFORMA nON 

14. Construction date(s) c.1940 Original location Unknown Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 06-Commercial Building 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Highway 101 and East Palo Alto's Commercial District Area East Palo Alto 

Period 193Os-1940s Property type Retail Store Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The Polynesian Market at 1447 E. Bayshore is the sole Streamlined Moderne commercial establishment remaining 
from the period around W.W. II. Its rounded shape was meant to attract attention when seen by motorists 
speeding by on the highway, and its bullet-shaped form subtly suggested the modernity and efficiency of the 
business occupying the premises. In the 1930s and 1940s East Palo Alto became a prime stop for travelers on 
Highway 101, especially military men on leave from Moffett Field nearby. As a result, roadside buildings such as 
this one sprung up just before and after W.W. II. 'faverns, liquor stores, restaurants, and gas stations proliferated 
on both sides of the highway accommodating a more mobile clientele. 

20. Sources Chester Liebs, Main Street to Miracle Mile, (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1985). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson 

Date of evaluation March 8, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization . San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 665 Walnut St. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 1007 Beech St. 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576810 

Parcel No. 063-343-750 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146650 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5 S 3 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

Other 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. . 

The house at 1007 Beech St. was originally a small, one-story, side-gabled bungalow. It occupies a quarter-acre 
parcel once used for fanning cattle by Peter Faber. The bungalow has a central front-gabled bay sheltering the front 
entry. On either side of this main entrance is a single double-hung window.This bungalow, like many others in East 
Palo Alto built c. 1920, shared these characteristics: simple rectangular configurations, side-gabled rooflines, and 
symmetrical front fenestration. This dwelling has undergone extensive remodeling, however. It has been stuccoed 
recently, and a new asphalt shingle roof added. A new garage and two-story addition, both stuccoed exist in back. 
The main source of architectural interest at 1007 Beech St. is the tankhouse clearly visible to the west of the house. It 
has battered wall contours, and numerous saddle bag additions, probably used as tool sheds. (No other extent 
tankhouses in East Palo Alto display this example's pronounced battering.) The tankhouse is not currently in good 
repair, as plywood covers the windows and doors, and numerous holes in the siding are apparent. Synthetic 
shingles cover the original wood siding, and a new gable roof covers what was an earlier gable roof with a very 
slight pitch. The water tank, now missing, would have rested on this slightly pitched roof. As in most tankhouses, a 
square room stands beneath the water reservoir, its walls diagonally braced with heavy redwood beams. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address David N. Rages 

1007 Beech, East Palo Alto, CA 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5OO0 

13. Threats 



· dSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1916 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date A large addition was made to the rear of the bungalow in the 1980s. An earlier additon may have been made 

in 1950, as well. 

16. Architect Unkown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

According to Assessor's property maps of East Palo Alto of 1922, an early inhabitant (perhaps the first> was Jennie 
M. Griffith, who owned a one acre parcel. "J.M. Griffith" was listed in the 1919-1920 Runnymede City Directory as 
a poultry farmer, and this owner continued to reside here through at least 1933. (No traces of the Weeks era poultry 
houses remain.) Jennie M. Griffith may have been one of a number of single women attracted to the ideas of inde
pendent, intensive farming promoted by Charles Weeks. Although greatly altered, the Griffith house and 
ta~ouse at 1007 Beech St. still suggest the layout of a Weeks-era small farm. The tankhouse is set close to the 
house, but slightly behind it. The house has the small dimensions, simple outlines, and symmetrical window 
configurations of many farmhouses in the nearby Weeks subdivisions. Extensive greenhouses on the property 
owned next door (on the west) \' _ by a Japanese-American family, also remain to indicate the land's recent 
agricultural usage. 

20. Sources San Mateo County Assessors Records; Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, 1922; 
Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo County, Ca., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, and Stanford, 
(Willis L. Hall, Publisher, S.F., 1919-20, 1921-22). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition ------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation Feb.23, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



· dSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1916A Original location believed to be same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date Two skylights have been inserted into the portion of the roof facing the street. The wooden porch rail has 

been replaced by an iron one and it is likely that the position of the stairs has been shifted from front to side. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

763 Bell was once a ranch in the first settled section of the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony. The house bears a 
striking resemblance to one that was owned by a Mr. and Mrs. Weir, shown in the Palo Alto Times, in 1918. (See 
illustration on continuation sheet.) Both have side-gabled roofs with exposed rafters, the same asymmetrical 
fenestration, and a porch at the left. They are so similar that they are probably the same house. The caption beneath 
the photograph explains that "MR. AND MRS. WEIR Enjoy Their Country Home. He Left the Law Office For the 
Open Air." Weeks had hoped to attract professioI'\al people, like the Weirs, from the city to country life in his 
colony. 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); Map 
of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, ~alif., 1922 (col~ection of Palo Alt~ Hi~torical As.so~iation~; Map of 
Ravenswood and East Palo Alto San Mateo County CalIf., 1925 (collectton of Palo Alto HIstorIcal ASSOCIation); DIrectory of Palo 
Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Willis L. HaU, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922); Palo Alto Times, 16 May 1918; 
videotaped oral history of Miriam Turner (former owner) cond ucted by Miriam Greenberg and EPA HAS, Summer 1992. 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation September 8, 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

1. Historic name formerly 519 Cherry 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 763 Bell 

City East Palo Alto 

4 .. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

Vicinity only 

B 576290 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146740 

Parcel No. Turner: 063-362-180-0; Bethel: 063-362-610-6 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

Other 

.6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7.· Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related featUres, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

763 Bell is a compact, rectangular box sheltered by a gable which runs parallel to the street. The roof, once grey, has 
been replaced with light brown asphalt shingles, and two skylights have been cut into its street side. The exposed 
rafters and triangular brackets at the comers are features common in contemporary bungalows. The narrow 
clapboard siding has been painted a pale brown to coordinate with the roof. An entrance porch, covered with a shed 
roof, projects from the left third of the facade. Plain square posts, painted white, support the porch roof and an iron 
rail encloses it. The iron replaced an open rail of simple wooden ballusters. Three double-hung windows with plain 
surrounds painted white are distributed across the facade, one to the left of the door, beneath the porch roof, the 
other two at the right, occupying the facade's middle third. While there is room for another window next to them, 
the wall remains blank, giving the facade an interestingly balanced asymmetry. Today, the house appears pressed 
close to the street, with only a narrow strip of green separating it from the sidewalk. When San Mateo County added 
the sidewalk in front of the house, it lost most of its front yard. 763 Bell is freshly painted - its white trim and 
darker siding true to a paint scheme that was popular in Runnymede - and remains in excellent condition. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address 

Albert H. and Miriam B. Turner 

763 Bell St., East Palo Alto, CA 

94303 and 

Glen L. Bethel (same address) 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13.Threats 



,ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1925 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The house The small cross-gabled house at 736 Bell St. dates from c.1919, a period of great expansion of what was 
then called Runnymede, now a part of East Palo Alto. The house is in the Bungalow Style, probably built by W.e. 
Ehrich, a carpenter, and his wife, Helen. Typical of Craftsman bungalows, cobblestone pylons support a central, 
projecting, front porch. Ehrich probably derived the dwelling's simple design from a mass-market plan book. By 
1925,736 Bell St. and the neighboring acre were owned by Marie Neff. Although it is not especially noteworthy 
from an architectural standpoint, the property-- the house, lot, and outbuildings- has social significance. It 
represents a link to Runnymede, a utopian agricultural colony, that during its peak in the early 1920s, was one of 
the largest poultry producers in the U.S. The lot surrounding 736 Bell St. is nearly an acre, configured in unusually 
long and narrow proportions. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records; Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1922; 
Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and 
Stanford, (Willis Hall Pub., 1919-1920 & 1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) ------

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation March 22,1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name. East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 594 Cherry 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 882 Bell A and B 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576510 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146710 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 
5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Curry and Leech: 063-363-270; Martin: 063-363-070 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

882 kBell Street. This is a rectangular side-gabled bungalow with asphalt roof shingles and a very uncomplicated 
fenestration. The front door on the right (west) of the facade is covered by a shed-roofed shelter. To its left (east), is 
a large double-hung window. the walls are covered by thin clapboards. Rafter tails protrude on the front facade. A 
shed-roofed addition lines the back of this simple farmhouse. The building is angled somewhat to Bell St., not 
exactly parallel to it, suggesting, perhaps, it was rePoSitioned when the dwelling at 882 B Bell St. behind it was 
moved here in the 1930s. This house apparently had an open-framed water tower on its property during the 1920s. 
(This last bit of information was passed on by Foster Curry in an interview 8 December 1992.) The lot also had at 
least one, long, Weeks- type poultry house in back. 

882 B Bell Street. This house was moved from another site in Mountain View, well after the heyday of the Weeks 
Poultry Colony (probably around 1937, according to Assessors Office dates). It is a very attractive bungalow, 
composed in a cross-gabled design. Brown shingles cover the exterior, and asphalt shingles cover the roof. Trim is 
painted white. The long gable facing front is supported by five white knee brackets. A long lattice grille ventilates 
the attic space. In the center of the front facade is a smaller gable roof sheltering the main entry. The entryway is 
balanced on either side by large double-hung windows. These windows have seven small top lights and on~road 
fixed bottom light. Behind this cross-gabled farmhouse are a series of sheds housing a working goat farm. IC 

i 
I 

I 8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Ralph H. and Leah O. Martin 

882 Bell St., 'East Palo Alto 94303 

and Foster B. Curry and Nancy J. Leech 

882 Bell St., East Palo Alto 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential, Agricultural 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



/ rORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1921/1937 Original location Not for 882B, at least. Date moved 1930s (882B) 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown for both Builder Unknown for both 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 19105-19305 Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

In all likelihood, the front house (882 A) has stood here since the early 1920s, at least. As per a 1921 city directory of 
East Palo Alto, a Henry and Mary Schilder worked as poultry ranchers at this address on what was Cherry St. 
before it was renamed Bell St. The Schilder family continued to operate a poultry fann at this address until at least 
1940. The house at 882 A Bell St. stands as a typical example of a Weeks-era farmhouse- simple in contours, 
cladding, and fenestration. Its siting, somewhat slanted to the street, may not have been original. The house behind 
at 882 B was moved here from a Mountain View 19cation. It is one of the most interesting and well-preserved 
bungalows left in East Palo Alto, with its chalet-like cross-gabled rooflines. Clad in shingles allowed to weather 
naturally, it has a rustic aesthetic, characteristic of tastes of the 1910s. The owners of this bungalow are a young 
couple, who operate a small farm producing goat cheese. Their efforts at intensive agriculture on a small parcel of 
land recall the practices of the early Weeks colonists. 

20. Sources San Mateo Co., Assessors Records; Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San MAteo Co., Ca., 1922; Map 
of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and 
Stanford, (Willis Hall, Pub.,1919-1920 & 1921-1922); interview with Foster Curry 12/8/92. 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) ------

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation Dec.16, 1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



.ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1935 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-- Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Post-war Residential Development Area East Palo Alto 

Period 193Os-1950s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The dwelling at 2050 Capitol Ave. is one of the very few English Tudor Revival Style houses left in East Palo Alto. It 
was probably erected in the early-to-mid 1930s, when such revival styles had their greatest popularity. Its L-shaped 
plan with a turret located at the intersection of two perpendicular wings, was typical of Tudor Revival houses. The 
house's stucco exterior, its simple half-timbering, diamond paned windows, and arched entryway also characterized 
the Tudor Revival Style. This houses's decorative flourishes were unusual in East Palo Alto; constraints imposed by 
the Depression an4 low family incomes kept most dwellings constructed in subdivisions of the 1930s and 1940s very 
modest in size and plain in style. 

20. Sources 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation Feb.24. 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc, 
Name each feature. 



882 Bell Sf. (Can't.) 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization Sarlo-Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip San Mateo, CA 94402 

Phone 415/574-6441 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2050 Capitol 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576110 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146250 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 
5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-312-040 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (ifappropriate) architectural style. 

This Tudor Revival Style house is located close to entrance and exit ramps of the Bayshore Highway. Intrusions 
from passing cars have necessitated the building of a tall privacy fence along the front facade. Any proposed 
widening of this interchange would likely require the demolition of this residence. 2050 Capitol Ave. is an L-shaped, 
two-story building with cross-gabled rooflines. The roofs are of uneven height, and rafter ends protrude from under 
the eaves. Asphalt shingles cover the roof; stucco faces the exterior walls. A round turret, located in the crotch of the 
L, stands out as the most distinctive feature of the front facade. The turret contains two round-arched openings, on 
the first floor accommodating an inset main entry and on the second an ornamental shuttered window. Brick steps 
lead up to the entryway. To the right of the front door, is a pair of casement windows with muntins arranged in a 
diamond pattern. To the left of the main entry, is a large plate glass window composed of three lights, each the same 
height, the middle being larger than the other two. The west end of the wing closest to Capitol Ave. has a large 
fifteen light window with louvered vents below it. This end also features some simple half-timbered details. The 
north end of this wing features a brick chimney, numerous double-hung windows of various sizes, and a wooden 
stairway leading to a second floor room. A two floor addition has been made to the gabled wing to the rear. 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Paul and Nhi Anh Black 

6583 Blanche Bell Dr. 

Sacramento, CA 95824 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 
~ t) . . "'. ZOlling R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



IDENllFICA TlON AND LOCA llON 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 1999 Clarke 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576610 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C4146120 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-511-300 & 063-512-160 Otherr 

DESCRIPTION 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 583 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

6. Property category building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

',' 1999 Clarke stands at the comer of Clarke and O'Connor Streets on a portion of lot 9 of the Faber Subdivision. It is a 
simple, single-story stucco structure with a shake-covered hipped roof. A cutaway porch with a closed rail spans the 
front two thirds of the house. Above the closed rail are two two broad, round-headed openings, one on the front, 
one around the comer. To the left, at the center of the facade, an arched doorway leads onto the porch. To the left of 
the door, a wide, fixed-paned window with a delicately arched header lights the front of the house. A stuccoed 
chimney rises up the structure's right side. Though this house is little more than a simple box, it has some delicately 
conceived details that distinguish it. These include the arched header in the front window, an inset panel on the 
chimney, and moldings lining the arched openings. Today, the house continues to be in excellent condition. It has 
been little altered except for the elaborate wrought-iron grills that fan out to fill the arched openings. 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning 
Department 

9. Owner & address 
Laura Chaverri 
40651/2 Irving Pl., Culver City, 
CA90232 
Herbert and Felicia Downing 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



. dSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1931F Original location Assumed to be same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date Elaborate ironwork now fiUes the arched openings in the cutaway porch and a grill has been added to a side 

window. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02--Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization in the 1920s and 1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s and 1930s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

1999-Clarke is an example of the suburban infill that occurred in the Runnymede area from the 19205 on. 
'.' Throughout the colony's existence, a considerable change of ownership occurred in the holding of Runnymede 

properties. In some cases, the land continued to be used for agricultural purposes, but in others, such as this, all or 
part of a property was sold for new development. The reasons for this varied. The land on which this house stands 
was once a portion of a five-acre holding farmed by Warren and Jessie Huffman. Huffman had been a farmer in the 
(See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford, Willis L. HaU, Publisher, 1919-20, 1921-22, 1930,1935; Map of 
the Subdivisions of Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (in the collection of the Palo Alto Historical Association). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

. State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25; Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



,',< 

CONTINUATION SHEET, 1999 Clarke 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

first portion of Runnymede since at least 1919 (when the first directory of Runnymede was put out), but by 1930, Huffman 
was listed in the city directory as a barber rather than as a farmer. Not long after, in 1931, this house was constructed. It is 
possible that, like many Runnymede colonists, especially during the Depression, Huffman found that he needed to take on 
outside work in addition to farming. At this point, the Huffmans may have decided to sell the portion of their five-acre 
holding where this house, now stands. 1999 Clarke, with its subtle yet graceful details, is somewhat more elaborate than 
many of the modest houses constructed in the first portion of Runnymede, where it is located. Though it is only a little bit 
larger than the houses constructed by Runnymede's first settlers, it differs from them most markedly in its stucco 
cladding and arched openings. Besides exemplifying the newer houses constructed during Runnymede's declining years, 
it is also a good example of the elaborate ironwork which many more recent East Palo Alto residents, especially those from 
Mexico, have added as a form of aesthetized fortification. 



IDENTIFICA nON AND LOCA nON 
1. Historic name 300 Clarke Ave. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2012 Clarke Ave. 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFIC.E OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B576650 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146180 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 482 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The one-story dwelling at 2012 Clarke Ave. occupies a lot once set amidst large agricultural properties. The house 
'.' stands just off Clarke Ave. , and does not have a front yard. Both sides of the property are enclosed with dense 

vegetation. The house is set on tall foundations. A hipped roof covers the rectangular contours of the residence, and 
asphalt shingles wE:!atherproof the roof. Rafter tails are exposed. On the center of the front facade, is a hipped attic 
donner with a rectangular fixed or awning window. Thin clapboards cover the walls. A covered porch projects off 
the length of the house's front facade. Stairs, located centrally, lead up to the main entry; this front door is flanked 
on either side by double-hung windows with wooden sash. These double-hung openings have one over one lights. 
The north side fenestration is irregular, composed of wood double-hung windows of different sizes. A small one-car 
garage stands to the east of the house in the rear. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



,ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1910 Original location Unknown Date moved 

15. Alterations & date' 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme The town of Ravenswood Area East Palo Alto 

Period Property type Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The house at 2012 Clarke Ave. is located in an area of East Palo Alto once composed of large (more than five acre) 
farms. Large farms covered most of the town of Ravenswood during the last quarter of the nineteenth century and 
into·"the twentieth. Originally, this dwelling could have served as an early farmhouse for tenant farmers raising 
produce or dairy cattle on land owned by Peter Faber. Until his death in the arly 1940s, Faber was one of East Palo 
Alto's largest lalldowners, holding extensive acreage in the southern portion of the community. During the early 
decades of this century, Faber sold small parcels <;>f his land (ten to twenty acres) to the Sequeira family, who 
held a twenty acre parcel near the intersection of Clarke Ave. and O'Connor St since at least 1922. Mrs. Mary 
Sequeira (widow of Anthony P.) was listed in Palo Alto's city directory as the owner of 2012 Clarke St. from the 
early 1920s to at least 1944. Stylistically, 2012 Clarke probably dates between 1905-1915, a few years earlier than the 
first houses of the nearby Weeks Poultry Colony. If this building predates 1915, which is possible, it remains one of 
the oldest in East Palo Alto. 

20. Sources Map of the subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1922; Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, 
San Mateo, Co., Ca., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford, (Willis L. Hall, Publisher, Palo 
Alto, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922); R.L. Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: R.L. Polk, 1928, 1944, 1948). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) ------

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation March 12, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



2012 Clarke St.(Con't.) 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization Sari Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip San Mateo, CA 94402 

Phone 415/574-6441 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2190 Clarke 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 

5, Quad map No. 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category building 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVA nON 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 

Parcel No. 063-343-940 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 

Other 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

2190 Clarke is a tankhouse that has been extended to provide living.9uarters. The left half of the building is the 
portion that would once have functioned as a tankhouse. It rises two stories high and is topped with a heavy 
wooden platform with a slight upward curve to allow water to drain. Sloping down from this is the thinner shed 
room that covers the right half of the structure. The upper story, when seen from the front, is clad with shingles, 
which also cover the posts that support the small gable covering the entry porch. Narrow clapboard siding, probably 
the original cladding, is still in evidence at the side. The ground floor has been covered with stucco. A small 
shingled garage extends to the left. Though trees hide large portions of the structure, several irregularly placed 
vertical windows, now boarded up, may be seen. Those that light the front of the building bear narrow wooden 
shutters embellished with diamond-shaped cutouts. the structure is in a deteriorated condition. Shingles have 
chipped off of the porch supports; windows are boarded up, and it appears to be unoccupied. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Clarence & Charlotte Hynes 

Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership private 

11. Present use unoccupied 

12. Zoning R-1-S000· 

13. Threats 



tllSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1918 Original location Date moved 

15. Alterations & date Three different types of cladding cover this sturcture: clapboard, shingles, and stucco. It is possible that the 
narrow clapboards are original. OtherWIse, the building has been so substantially refaced that it is difficult to determine its original 
character. The garage is clearly a alter addition. . 

16. Architect unknown Builder unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property; 33-Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-1920s Property type residential 1 agricultural Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

2190 Oarke is a good example of the tankhouses combined with living quarters that once dotted Runnymede's 
landscape. The tankhouse was one of the first things that Runnymede colonists would construct on their new 
farms. Because the heavy timber frame supporting the tank was fully enclosed, two rooms, one above the other, 
could offer shelter until the house was completed. In some cases, such as this, the tankhouse received an addition, 
creating a tankhouse and dwelling combined. These additions took a variety of forms. Some, such as 965 Weeks, 
were surrounded by a series of one-story additions, including a wide front porch. 2190 Clarke, with its two-story 
addition stretching out to one side, represents a type that was more common than 965 Weeks. The tankhouse 
belonging to L.R. Semenetz, shown in the Palo Alto Times (May 16, 1918), suggest how 2190 Oarke might have 
looked when it still bore its water tank. In some cases, it appears that tankhouses with substantial enough 
additions became the family's residence, while in other cases the addition offered storage space once the new house 
was built. A number of tankhouses continue to provide living space in East Palo Alto today. 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); 
PaloAlto Times, May 16, 1918. 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition •.••••• 

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation April 1994 

24. SUrVay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2260 Clarke 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category building 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576640 

Parcel No. 063-341-300 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C4146470 

Other 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

If district, number of documented resources ' 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

2260 Clarke is a simple front gabled house with long, horizontal proportions. These are enhanced by the narrow 
clapboard siding that runs in horizontal bands across the structure, and the low eaves which hover over double
hung windows that are nearly square. Set on a low foundation (hidden by the bushes), the house hugs the ground. 
The only pronounced vertical element is the front dpor, which is set in the center of the bilaterally symmetrical 
facade. This beautifully-maintained house boasts little ornamentation. Door and window surrounds are plain and 
flat, the sills simple strips of wood. Only the delicate mullions, which make a geometric pattern in the upper sashes 
of the symmetrically placed windows, provide a bit of embellishment. Spindly triangular brackets have been 
inserted at the comers beneath the eaves. An additional wing, with exposed rafters and similar narrow siding is 
barely visible behind a high wooden fence. A chain link fence and a white picket fence enclose the front yard. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address 

MartinJ. &.MaryD.Joyce 

Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership private 

11. Present use residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats private development 



'''-

· dSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date{s) 1919F Original location believed to be same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date Because houses of this type constructed during the Runnymede era usually consisted of no more than a 
simple rectangular box, the small wing at the back may be an addition. If so, it was either constructed not long after the main 
portion of the nouse, or it was carefulfy done later to maintain a character that harmonizes with the earlier part of the house. 

16. Architect unknown Builder unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family PropertYi 33--Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUA nON 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-1920s Property type residential structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

2260 Clarke was constructed on the property that once belonged William and Hedwig Gurr, who had settled in the 
firstportion of the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony by c. 1919-20. The Gurrs held two acres at the comer of Clarke 
and Garden (which was called Cherry at the time), where they raised poultry. The house on their property typifies 
the simplest of dwellings constructed by Runnymede's earliest colonists. It is similar to the Morse house, the first in 
the colony, which is a simple gabled rectangular box with narrow clapboard siding, plain double-hung windows, 
and a door opening into the long side of the hous~. (See illustration on continuation sheet.) The primary difference 
(See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); 
"First Families of Runnymede," n.d., brochure in the collection of the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society; Map of 
the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Map of 
Ravenswood and East Palo Alto San Mateo County Calif., 1925 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Directory of Palo 
Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name· East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



... 

CONTINUATION SHEET: 2260 CLARKE 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EV ~LUA nON (continued) 

between these two structures is the front porch appended to the Morse house. Because the Gurrs' property has now been 
subdivided into a number of smaller lots, this house no longer stands on a typical Runnymede holding of one acre or 
more, and the agricultural buildings that once accompanied it are no longer in sight. Even so, the house itself is an 
important example of an early Runnymede type . 

Photo from "First Families of Runnymede," n.d., a promotional brochure. 
Collection of the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society 



... 

IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 545 Clarke Ave. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2261 Clarke 

City East Palo Alto 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Cross-corridor 

Vicinity only Zip 94303 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

B 576590 

Parcel No. 

C 4146460 

Other 

County San Mateo 

D 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The building at 2261 Clarke Ave is a one-story side-gabled bungalow, covered by asphalt roof shingles and thin 
clapboard siding. On the front of the house in the center, is a projecting gable sheltering the front door. Two posts 
resting on battered pylons support the gable. Small ornamental windows adorn the porch gable. Under the eaves of 
each gable are three ornamental brackets consisting of two parallel horizontal members (the upper projecting out 
farther than the lower) separated by short impost blocks. The front fenestration is symmetrical. The central front 
door is flanked by two double-hung windows. These two windows, like those elsewhere on the house's first floor, 
have wood sash, with a single lower light and diamond pane upper lights. A small shed-roofed bay faces the 
driveway. The side gable of this facade is opened. by two small windows. On the opposite side facade, rises a tall 
brick chimney. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of oWl)ership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



.ISTORICAL INFORMA nON 

14. Construction date(s) 192011920 Original location Believed to be same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

This house was occupied from 1921 through at least 1944 by Alfred and Emily Gurr, who raised poultry on this par
cel. Alfred Gurr lived across the street from his brother, William Gurr, who also raised poultry at 518 Clarke 
Avenue for many years. William was listed in the Runnymede directory in 1919-1920, and may have convinced his 
brother to settle in the Weeks Colony. Alfred Gurr's bungalow, with its simple rooflines and projecting front porch, 
served as a typical farmhouse for the Weeks Poultry Colony. It had a clean modem aesthetic, free of cluttered 
Queen Anne Style ornament, and uncomplicated siimensions, inexpensive to construct. This bungalow possesses 
interesting ornamental brackets which recall those used in Japanese architecture. 

20. Sources Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1922; Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San 
Mateo Co., Ca., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede and Stanford, (Palo A.lto: Willis Hall, 1919-1920, 1921-1922); RL. 
Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: R.L. Polk, 1928, 1929, 1931, 1938, 1944). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation January 19,1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name· East Palo Alto.History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip San Mateo, CA 94402 Phone 415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF'PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

2. Common or current name Cooley Avenue Market 

3. Number & street 2235 Cooley 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

Vicinity only 

B576190 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-332-310 

DESCRIPTION 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146760 

Other 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 3 S 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 

6. Property category building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. . 

Inserted in a residential section of East Palo Alto, the Cooley A venue Market is a one-story commercial building of 
modest proportions and design. It is a plain stucco box, painted a well-maintained deep grey with white trim. A 
plain parapet on the front and two sides of the building gives the illusion that the building is taller than it is. The 
upper wall across the front is utterly unadorned ex{:ept for COOLEY A VENUE MARKET painted across its surface. 
Below this, a cloth awning stretches across the entire facade. This shades a three-part transom, which is now 
boarded up. Below this, a central door, flanked by narrow vertical windows (also boarded), opens into the store. On 
either side 6f door, broad display windows expand across the rest of the facade. The window on the left has been 
boarded up, but the one on the right, divided into four equal panes with thin wooden mullions, may be in its 
original condition save for the iron grate that covers it. Square tile fills the area beneath the windows. The two sides 
of the building are simple expanses of stucco pierced by two small square hopper windows (hinged on their lower 
edges) with plain wooden surrounds. A iow addition extends from the back. The market, pressed close to the street, 
rises directly from the sidewalk, but there is open space on either side, including a parking lot at the right. It stands 
on lots 33, 34, and 35 of block 16 of the Woodland Place subdivision, a district that was more suburban in character 
than the other portions of Runnymede. Today, the interior is one large open space filled with aisles of shelves. 
(See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning 
Department 

9. Owner & address 
Sidney J. & Wilma C. 

,Peters, Palo Alto 94303 

10. Type of ownership 
Private 

11. Present use commercial 

12. Zoning C-1 

13. Threats private 
development 



,'/ 

CONTINUATION SHEET: 2235 Cooley 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

In design, 2235 Cooley is what Richard Longstreth calls a one-part commercial block, a type that probably developed in 
cities and towns by the mid 19th century. The broad plate-glass windows surmounted by a transom zone that once lit the 
store, and the expanse of wall at the top used for the market's name, are typical of late nineteenth and early twentieth
century commercial structures. These features would point to an early date for this building. Even with its boarded-up 
windows, which could easily be reglazed, the market is in excellent condition. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

In 1923, the Runnymede Grocery, which was run by J.W. Grimes, advertised that it was "for everything that leads to 
Runnymede betterment!" It sold everything "From Soup to Nuts," including ice cream and root beer. The location was 
listed in the directory as Cooley and Runnymede, approximately where 2235 Cooley now stands. Because buildings in 
Runnymede did not have street numbers until 1925, the Runnymede Grocery's exact location is hard to pinpoint. Around 
this time, the Grimes family departed, and W.L. Greene opened a grocery on Cooley. In 1926, Greene's grocery was listed 
at 531 Cooley, which marks this location under the pre 1940 street numbering. There is a good chance that this building 
housed the original Runnymede Grocery as early as c. 1919-1920, and it is clear that it existed as a market by 1926. After 
this, it changed management numerous times, always remaining a grocery. William and Zada Barnett ran the store from 
about 1927 until 1935, and lived in the house next door, to the left of the store. When E.H. Heeren took over the store in 
1936, the Barnetts opened a gas station at 511 Cooley. Since then, it has experienced several different proprietors. 

The Cooley Avenue market was, and still is, a commercial structure inserted into a residential/agricultural environment . 
.. Tntil the mid 1930s, the East Palo Alto area had no real business center. The Johnsons ran another grocery at 201 Cooley 
\ which became 1935 Cooley in 1940) at the other end of the colony near the San Francisquito Creek, and a scattering of 
other stores are listed in other parts of the area; but University Avenue, which became an important commercial 
thoroughfare, was still largely residential, as was Cooley Avenue. Yet the Cooley A venue Market is clearly an urban, 
commercial type, with no residential overtones. Essentially a large rectangular box, its street facade is narrow compared to 
its depth, and it is pressed close to the street to make efficient use of space, a form particularly suitable for a commercial 
district where adjacent structures line the street. (It should be noted, however, that the street has been widened since the 
1920s, but even so, this structure sits closer to the streets than most houses in the area.) But a commercial district never 
grew up around this building. Instead, the business center developed from the mid 1930s in the vicinity of University 
Avenue and Bayshore Highway. As a result, today 2235 Cooley, now the Cooley Avenue Market, remains in a residential 
district which has become more densely developed over time. Though it stands out as a commercial structure, its 
proportions harmonize well with its surroundings. Its success here is more than visual. The most recent in an long 
succession of grocery stores housed here, the Cooley A venue Market conducts a thriving business. 



JISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) Original location Same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date The lower portion of the building projecting from the back is likely to be a later addition. In the street facade, 

the transom, the two narrow windos flaking the door, and the left display window have all been boarded up. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 06--Commercial Building, 1-3 stories 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Highway 101 and East Palo Alto's Business District Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1020s-1950s Property type Retail Store Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

223S'Cooley, which has been a grocery store throughout its history, is probably the earliest commercial structure in 
East Palo Alto. During Runnymede's first years, its colonists had to rely on deliveries from Palo Alto grocery stores. 
By 1917, Charles Weeks envisioned a cooperative store for the colony, much like the consumer cooperatives he 
admired in England, Russia, and the United States. It is not dear whether Weeks's idea ever came to fruition - if it 
had, he probably would have documented it as well as he did everything else - but the Palo Alto City Directory 
lists no groceries for Runnymede until 1919-20, when two of them, one called the Runnymede Grocery, had opened 
on Cooley Avenue. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources PA Times 14 Nov. 1917; PA Times, 2 May 1923; PA Times, 11 May 1923; PA Times, 25 Jan. 1924; Map of the Subdivisions 
at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Directories of Palo Alto (including 
various other towns, 1919-1930, 1933-1937, 1939, 1940, 1944, 1946, 1948, 1957); Richard Longstreth, The Buifdings of Main Street:.A 
Guide to American Commercial Architecture (Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 1987). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation September 10, 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 700 Cooley Ave. 

2. Common or current name 

3 .. Number & street 2360 Cooley 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

Cross-corridor Weeks 

Vicinity only 

B576200 

Zip 94303 

C 4147190 

County San Mateo 

D 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-220-480 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

Set behind a long front pergola covered with vegetation is the bungalow at 2360 Cooley Ave. It occupies a fenced .15 
acre lot, located on the corner of Cooley Ave. and Weeks St., in what was the Second Addition to Runnymede. The 
tall wood board fence encircles the property providing privacy and security at the busy intersection. The dwelling is 
side-gabled. and one story high, with a basically re~tangular configuration. A small bay, projecting towards Weeks 
St.; breaks the plan's absolute rectangularity. This bay also has a side-gabled roof, which is lower than the main roof. 
An odd donner-like feature (with projecting rafter tails) lies in the center of the main roof in front. Its purpose is 
unclear. All roof surfaces are clad n wood shingles. Thin clapboards cover the walls. The fenestration is difficult to 
see from Cooley Ave., but observed from Weeks is irregular, composed mostly of double-hung windows arranged 
in pairs. Knee brackets support each gable of the house's roofs. A brick chimney rises on the south end, probably 
serving a living room fireplace. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Sostenes and Ignacia Lopez 

2360 Cooley Ave. 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-S000 

Threats 



.~ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1922/1922 Original location Believed to be the same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-- Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUA nON 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

Records indicate that the earliest owners of this property were probably Frank C. and Lillian Nickerson. According 
to a 1922 property map of East Palo Alto, the Nickersons held two acres. The Palo Alto city directory for 1919-1920 
and 1921-1922 indicated the Nickersons to be ranchers, and a Palo Alto Times article of 19 May 1922 noted that they 
were among the first settlers in Runnymede's Second Addition, developed in 1917-1918. They continued to reside 

'f on this property through the mid-1920s, at least; by 1935, however, they had relocated to a residence in North Palo 
Alto. The Nickerson house possesses the simple form, clapboard siding, and pergola common to nearby farm 
bungalows built by Weeks Colony settlers. Its rectangular shape and long, low, gabled rooflines bear some 
resemblance to those of the contemporary dwelling at 2260 Cooley Ave. 

20. Sources Directory of Palo Alto City, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford ,(Willis Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922); Map of the 
Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1922; Map of ~avenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1925; 
article on Runnymede's early inhabitants in the Palo Alto Times ,19 May 1922. 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation Oct. 14,1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Yearform prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 110 DOMhoe St. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 134 DOMhoe St. 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 575190 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146450 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5 S 2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings,. 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

Set slightly back from the road, the one story dwelling at 134 Donahoe St. has a cross-gabled roof covered by 
'.' asphalt shingles. Clapboard siding covers the walls. Seen from the front, the dwelling has a basically H-shaped 

plan, with two gabled bays projecting forward connected by a cross-gabled section. This rear cross-gabled section 
extends out on the east beyond the end of the left (east) bay. The gable of the right bay has a shallower pitch than 
that of the left. Both gables are supported by knee brackets under the eaves. Between these gables is a front porch 
with a replacement fiberglass roof sheltering the front door. The right bay features a triplet window; the outer 
windows of this triplet are double-hung, while the middle has fixed sash. All have colored glass headers. The left 
bay is illuminated by a wide double-hung window with one over one lights. All double-hung windows of the front 
facade have new aluminum screens. A brick chimney rises on the west side. Behind the dwelling is the garage. The 
garage is topped by a front-facing gable roof, and has its original doors. The doors fold in three panels, each panel 
illuminated by six-light fixed windows. The gable roof has the same knee brackets as the main house. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



41STORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s} c.1920 Original location Believed to be the same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02- Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

This house may have been built by John and Wilhelmina Stangl, who, according to a 1922 article in the Palo Alto 
Times, were some of the earliest settlers in this neighborhood, the fourth addition to Charles Weeks's Runnymede 
Poultry Colony. The Fourth Addition was formed in 1920. Stangl was a painter, who owned a two acre plot; they 
stayed in the dwelling into the 1950s. His house is a nicely maintained bungalow set in a quiet residential section 
of East Palo Alto. The Stangl house's H-shaped or hyphenate plan was unusual in Runnymede, although its type 
can be found in abundance elsewhere in Californip. Its design probably came from one of the period's numerous 
bungalow plan books. In terms of roof framing and foundation costs, this floor plan would have been more 
expensive to construct than simpler rectangular plans, which probably limited its use in Runnymede. 

20. Sources 
Map of the subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1922; MaR of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo Co., Ca., 
1925; article on the earliest Runnymede inhabitants, Palo Alto Times, 19 May 1922. Robert Winter, The California Bungalow, (Hen 
nessey and Ingalls, 1980). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition ------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson 

Date of evaluation December 6, 1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 736 Bell 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576280 

Parcel No. 063-363-160 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146700 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 4 S2 
local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

Other 

If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The house at 736 Bell St. is set behind a chain-link security fence, which has wooden slats slid through its openings. 
'.' . A large garage stands behind the house to the southwest. The house has a cross-gabled configuration; the main 

gable faces to the side, while a front-gable porch projects from the center. The roof is clad in asphalt shingles. 
Clapboard siding, painted white, covers the walls. Trim is picked out in red. Supports for the front porch are 
composed of uncoarsed masonry, although they do not appear original. Sheltered by the porch is the front entry, 
faced by an aluminum screen door and flanked by single double-hung windows with wood sash. Each window has 
one over one lights. One of the most interesting features of the property is a large poultry house set well behind the 
main house. The poultry house has a long extended form with numerous doors opening onto individual roosting 
areas. The house was built to last, as its builder set it on a sturdy concrete foundation. A skeletal wood framework 
supports the building, with a cladding of horizontal and vertically placed wooden boards. Tar paper covers a roof of 
dual pitch. A lower shed roofed portion covers each doorway. A higher shed roof creates a long clerestory, 
admitting light to stimulate the hens' egg production. Each clerestory window is rectangular, and was probably of 
fixed glass originally. This Bell St. neighborhood has a suburban character- with its rows of tidy houses, curbs, 
gutters, and sidewalks. The presence of the poultry house-- an agricultural remnant-- offers interesting contrast to 
this suburban context. 

8.Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address Isaac and Jane 

Hansen. Menlo Park, CA 94025 and 

Robert Poulin, 736 Bell, 

East Palo Alto 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats private development 



ilSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s} c.1925 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

According to property maps, Eric G. Johnson occupied a two acre parcel at this address in 1922 and 1925. He and 
his ~fe, Mary, raised poultry on this lot in the Second Addition to the Weeks Poultry Colony until at least 1938. 
Before W.W. II, Chester A. Bigelow, an attendant at the nearby Veteran's Hospital, and his wife Clara also resided 
here. The Johnsons' buildings at 1036 Beech St. comprise one of the most complete ensembles of agricultural 
buildings remaining in East Palo Alto. The farmhouse, tankhouse, early agricultural storage buildings, and later 
greenhouses all remain in good repair. The farmhouse's footing, set well off the ground to accommodate a 
submerged garage, is unusual in East Palo Alto, but not unique. A handful of other houses, such as 799 Green St. 
and 2238 Lincoln Ave., also exhibit this basement garage feature. On a small, intensively cultivated plot, making 
room for a detached garage did not make sense if it could be incorporated within the footprint of the farmhouse. 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records; Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, 1922; 
Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo County, Ca., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede 
and Stanford, (Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922); R. L. Polk Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: 
R.L. Polk, 1928, 1929, 1931,1933,1935, 1938, and 1944.) 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation Oct. 12, 1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



,',! 

r.ONTINUATION SHEET: 763 Bell 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

But the Weirs had disappeared from Runnymede by 1919. By that date, it appears that the Bell Street (then called Cherry) 
property belonged to Martin and Andrea Anderson, who were still farming there in 1930. Martin died in 1935 and by 1937 
Andrea had sold the place to Frances M. Wyatt, a clerk at E.D. Keeble in Palo Alto. By this time, the farm had ceased to 
provide its owner's primary income. 

Assuming that the Weir's property was the same as 763 Bell, the pattern of land ownership outlined above was not 
unusual in the Weeks colony. There were other cases, such as 881 Green, where the owner tried farm life for only a short 
time before selling the place to someone else. In both of these cases, the next owner cultivated the site for at least decade or 
more until it was necessary to supplement farming with outside work. 

The house itself is a good example of the simple structures erected in the first portion of Runnymede. Though it is larger 
than 2260 Clarke, for example, they are both similarly restrained, relying only upon the comer brackets and exposed 
rafters (both of these common bungalow features) for embellishment. 

(Note about the date: The Assessor's records indicate the date as 1910. Though this could be accurate, it seems unlikely 
because the first house erected in Runnymede was put up in June or July of 1916, the year Weeks marketed Peter Faber's 
land for his' colony. While it is certainly possible that an earlier resident erected this house when Faber first decided to 
subdivide his land, the house itself was typical for this portion of the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony and it became a 
Runnymede ranch.) 

Picture from Palo Alto Times, 16 May 1918 



736 BELL CONTINUATION SHEET 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

The area was sub-divided by Charles Weeks, a poultry farmer living in Palo Alto, who promoted Runnymede, beginning 
in 1916. The long narrow lots accommodated extended poultry houses, which Weeks modeled on assembly lines. In the 
rear of this lot stands one of the few remaining poultry houses in East Palo Alto. It is in remarkably good condition, set on 
concrete foundations, an has a clerestory, facing east to catch the morning sun. (Morning light helped to stimulate the egg
production of hens. )This Bell St. neighborhood contained some of the last active poultry farms in East Palo Alto, which 
survived into the late 1950s. In short, the entire configuration of the original farmhouse, long deep lot, and poultry house 
stands as one of the best remnants of this 1920s agricultural community. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 666 Walnut 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 1036 Beech 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576840 

Parcel No. 063-351-260 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146610 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

Other 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The house at 1036 Beech St. has unusually high contours for a one-story dwelling. It has a side gabled roof and a 
'.' projecting front porch. Both main and porch roofs have protruding rafter tails. Five knee brackets support the main 

gable end. Asphalt shingles cover the roof and painted wood shingles sheath the walls. The porch roof is supported 
by a pair of squat piers, and covers a central front door, which is flanked by single double-hung windows, with 
wooden sash and one over one lights. A stairway leads up eight steps to the porch. The most distinctive 
characteristic of the house is its high foundations. The living rooms of the house have been raised nearly an extra 
story to accommodate a partially sunken garage below. Doors to the garage can be seen on the west facade with' a 
ramp leading down to them. A fixed rectangular window with four over four lights stands to the right of the garage 
doors. Above the garage doors is a pair of wooden double-hung windows and two awning windows to the right. 
The farmhouse at 1036 Beech St. stands in front of a group of agricultural buildings set on a compact plot. To the 
northwest, across the driveway, is a brown shingled tankhouse, with a shed-roofed addition to its rear facade. It 
appears to be used as living space and is in much better repair than the tankhouse across the street at 1007 Beech St. 
Set behind the tankhouse and main house, protected by chain-link and wood plank fences, is a long gable-roofed 
building with board and batten siding and a tar paper roof. Behind this board and batten storage building are a 
series of greenhouses, probably built for floriculture during the 1940s and 1950s. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & adpress Carlene R Tonini, et 

al., c/o Richard Arguello 

10065 La Paz, San Ramon, CA 94583 

,10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 125 Don:Jhoe St. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 231 Dom::hoe St. 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 575340 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146450 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D. 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The dwelling at 231 Donohoe St. is set on a barren lot in a residential section of East Palo Alto west of Highway 101. 
The area was once part of the Palo Alto Park subdivision. The house has been abandoned, and its thin clapboard 
siding is in need of paint. Plywood sheets cover the windows. The dwelling is laid out on one story, and is 
composed of two rectangular sections. The main wing to the west has a gable roof that is slightly taller than that of 
the east. Both roofs are topped with white gravel. The west wing has a shallowly pitched cross-gabled roof . 
sheltering the front door. This entry shelter is supported by prominent knee brackets, which hold a triangular 
framework of posts. The front fenestration is simple. Two windows flank either side of the front door, and two 
large openings (one on the east facade) illuminate the smaller eastern wing. Rafter tails protrude beneath each 
gable's eaves. The house's most prominent decorative feature is its fascia boards which flare up at their peaks, 
vaguely reminiscent of Asian architecture. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address Unknown 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



.ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1922 Orig inallocation Probably Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar property. 

Like so many bungalows of East Palo Alto built in the late 1910s and early 1920s, this one at 231 Dooohoe St. is 
quite small, reflecting its owners modest means. It has a very economical form and simple fenestration. The 
dwe1ling's builder hoped to dress the bungalow up with its fascia board detailing. Its flaring fascia boards give the -
house a somewhat exotic appearance, comparable to well-known bungalows designed by such architects as the 
Heineman Brothers in Southern California. Although in neglected condition, 231 Donohoe St. has great visual 
impact. Early occupants recorded in the Palo Alto, city directories were John Y. and Florence Burness; in 1928, Bur
ness worked as a draftsman, and perhaps had some input on the unusual architectural character of his house. By 
1933, poultry farmers, William H. and Emily G. Parkin resided here, when it was known as 125 Don3hoe St. At 
least two other families, Lambert H. and Desda Thoen and Herbst and Harriet Carpenter, occupied the property 
before W.W. II. William Thoen worked as an engineer, while his wife ran a beauty shop. Carpenter was a cream-
ery worker. Most of the occupants of this small dwelling held jobs with modest incomes. 

20. Sources PolKs Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: RL. Polk, 1928, 1933, 1938, 1944); Robert Winter, The California 
Bungalow, (Los Angeles: Hennessey and Ingalls, 1980). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation March 3, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive . 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 250 Donohoe· 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 3 S 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

5. Quad map No. Parcel No. 063-442-290 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category building If district, number of documented resources district, 5 resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

'.' 250 Donohoe is a property that includes not only of a house facing the street, but also a series of agricultural 
structures ranged behind it. The main house bears many of the typical hallmarks of the California bungalow: low 
horizontal proportions, widely overhanging eaves, grouped windows with headers divided into narrow vertical 
lights, a front porch. The house is in excellent condition, its stucco walls freshly painted, its asphalt-shingled roof in 
good repair. The front porch, projecting from the right, is sheltered by a gabled roof supported on three battered 
columns. Brackets, which suggest a Japanese influence in their deSign, jut out from beneath the eaves. Horizontal 
windows light the front, and groups of vertical double-hung windows light the sides. The most distinctive of these 
forms a T shape with two narrow windows at the center, flanked by two smaller square windows placed at the level 
of the upper sash. An unpainted picket fence creates a transitional space between street and front porch. Tucked just 
behind the bungalow is another structure, so obscured by foliage that it is difficult to see. This small gabled building, 
rectangular in plan, is clad With narrow clapboard and a lit by a number of small, irregularly-placed windows. 
(See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Donald Luntzel 

P.O. Box 627 

Glenn Dale; MD 20769 

10. Type of ownership private 

11. Present use residential 

12. Zoning R-l-S000 

13. Threats 



tllSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date~s) 1921 Original location Date moved 

15. Alterations & date The agricultural buildings (sheds and barn) appear to have received alterations in doors and windows at 
unknown dates. 

16. Architect unknown Builder unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02--Single Family Property; 33-Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-1920s Property type residential! agricultural Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

From the street, 250 Donohoe merges well into a street of small, Craftsman houses. Behind it, however, clusters a 
group of structures that link the property with its agricultural past. Both come together to present, in microcosm, 
Charles Weeks's vision of an agricultural suburb. 

With its excellent condition and fine details, the house fronting 250 Donohoe is one of the best examples of a 
Runnymede-era bungalow in East Palo Alto. Its welcoming front porch and neat front yard present to the street an 
image that would fit well into any suburban area dating from the same period. Weeks sought to reinforce (see 
continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); 
Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Map of 
Ravenswood and East Palo Alto San Mateo County Calif., 1925 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Directory of Palo 
Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Willis L. Hall; Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition ------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation April, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



CONTINUATION SHEET, 250 DONOHOE 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

Behind these two buildings is a series of other structures which are interconnected. These include a couple of 
sheds, one taller than the other, which are likely to have been outhouses. Both have board and batten siding and 
one has a door into which a sliver-like crescent moon and a star have been cut. Adjacent to this is another board 
and batten structure with a low gabled roof. A mass of foliage obscures much of it, but a newer window outfitted 
with mini-blinds suggests that it is occupied. Near the two outhouses and the structure adjacent to them is a long 
agricultural shed with a new garage door at one end and hinged doors on one of the long sides. The largest 
structure is a gabled barn clad with narrow vertical boards, unpainted and weathered. Wide sliding doors open 
into it on three sides. On the gable end farthest from the house (the northwest side), a small hinged door to the 
right of center give access to the interior. Beside this is a horizontal window, boarded up. Just beneath the apex of 
the gable is a square window, tilted to form a diamond, has been set slightly off center. 250 Donohoe comprises a 
portion of lots 12 and 13 of the fourth addition to Runnymede. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

Runnymede's suburban character by giving the one-acre lots a narrow street frontage so that the houses could 
form a well-integrated street line. This was not to be. Like many Runnymede settlers, the Halberts, who farmed 
this property in 1922, disrupted Weeks's suburban vision by purchasing four acres rather than one. By purchasing 
the three lots next door, other members of the Halbert family further diluted the street and contributed to the 
area's open, semi-I11.'(al character. 

Behind the house, the property's rural identity is fully asserted through the collection of agricultural structures 
that survive. A tiny clapboard building with a gabled roof nestles behind the main house. Its original function is 
difficult to determine, but it is possible that this was the house where the family lived when they first arrived in 
Runnymede. According to the 1921-22 Runnymede directory, W.E. and Estella M. Halbert were poultry farmers, 
yet neither tankhouse nor poultry house survives. The absence of the tankhouse is easily explained. Because the 
fourth addition to Runnymede, where this property is located, had a centralized water system, the colonists who 
settled there did not need to pump and store their own water supply. Unless the sheds are disguising it, the 
poultry house has disappeared. Very possibly the poultry house(s) was constructed on one of the adjacent lots 
that is now part of another holding. The bam does survive. Early photographs show that barns of various kinds 
were scattered throughout Runnymede, but the one at 250 Donohoe is among the few that still stands. 

This part of Donohoe Street has now filled in and fully asserted its residential character. Even so, the back of the 
property at 250 Donohoe, where graceful old trees shade agricultural structures converted to new uses, presents a 
rare glimpse of the city's agricultural past. 



. IDENllFICATION AND lOCA llON 
1.. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 809 Donohoe 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVA nON 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no . 
National Register status 5 S 2 
Local designation 

Cross-corridor Clarke 

Vicinity only 

B 576490 

Zip 94303 

C 4146740 

County San Mateo 

o 
5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. OJ Mock 063-374-180; Yee Wo Mock 063-372-920 Other 

DESCRIPllON 

6. Property category Building If district, number cif documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 

. and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

On~ of a row of small period revival and Craftsman cottages lining Donohoe Street, this house is sited on a deep lot 
with a narrow street frontage measuring about an acre. This site is lot 1 of lot 3 of the Faber subdivision. A straight, 
well-maintained concrete sidewalk and driveway lead up to this white stucco Spanish Colonial Revival box. From 
the front, the house has a L-shaped plan, a small block projecting forward at the right. The latter is lit with a triple 
window surmounted by a blind arch with a medallion at its center. To the left, a small porch with a tiled shed roof 
and an arched opening shelters the front door. A low wall extends left from the porch to enclose a small patio which 
is now covered by a more recently-added fiberglass sunroof. This roof now obscures the blind arch that surmounts 
the multipaned window or door below it that opens onto the patio. The house has a flat roof trimmed in places with 
red tile. A wing wall, with red tile running across its top, extends out to the right to form a nominal porte-cochere 
that spans the driveway but does not actually provide shelter. The driveway leads back to a stuccoed garage with a 
parapet that appears to be missing the tile that trims the front of the house. The back of the house-reveals a flat
topped stucco addition extending from the north side of the house. Two sheds of vertical boards, one of them moved 
from the former Oleson place at Pulgas and O'Connor where the present owner's family once farmed, provide 
storage. The expansive lot behind the house is no longer under cultivation, but the house itself has been maintained 
in pristine condition. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address David John Mock, 

et al, 809 Donohoe, 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-l-SOOO 

13. Threats 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1.. Historic name 571 Almond St. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 841 Donohoe 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5 S 2 
Local designation 

Cross-corridor Clarke 

Vicinity only 

B 576540 

Zip 94303 

C4146340 

County San Mateo 

o 
5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-372-120; 063~374-200 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The dwelling at 841 Donahoe St. is set behind a chain link fence with a large front yard. It is located in a residential subdivision 
once part of the Faber agricultural land. The house is arranged on one story and is topped by a large pyramidal hipped roof. The 
roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Th: building's square contour.s are sheathe? in fl';lsh }joar~ sIdmg. The hippoo r?af . 
overhangs a porch which stretches the WIdth of the front facade. ThIS porch roof IS carrIed on paIred columns, each WIth sImple 
sawn capitals. Above these capitals, rafter tails are also carved. The main entry is located centrally on the front porch, and is 
flanked by two pairs of one double-hung windows with one over one lights. A brick chimney rises off the east end of the house, 
and other patent chimney flues are visib1e on the roof. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Silvestre and Consorcia Maguad 

841 Donohoe 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



ilSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1927/1927 Original location Believed to be the same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The large pyramidal hipped roof of 841 Donahoe St. was a typical feature of many modest farmhouses built in 
California between 1900-1925. This property, originally 571 Almond St., was probably bought and developed by 
Hugh and Julia Patterson in the early 1920s. (This couple is listed in the 1921-22 City Directory as running a 
poultry farm on Almond St.) They moved from this property in the late 1920s. The Pattersons probably had long 

'".' Weeks-type poultry houses in their back yard, which have since disappeared from the property. 

20. Sources Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San ~ateo Co., Ca., 1922; Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo 
Co., Ca., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford, (Willis Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 &1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation November 20, 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



.~: 

IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 528 Euclid Ave. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2266 Euclid 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

8575870 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

5. Quad map N~. 1558 Parcel No. 063-302-100 

Zip 94303 

C 4146570 

Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property. including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

Stucco covers the walls of the two story house at 2266 Euclid Ave. The dwelling is large and blocky with at least 
one addition appended to the rear. The roof, as seen from the street, is a false gable covered with Spanish tile. This 
false gable hides the flat roof of the rest of the building. The front door is set in a slightly recessed wing of the 
house's front facade. It is reached up a long flight of stairs. This entryway is surrounded by a Tudor arch, and has a 
transom and two sidelights. Below, is a garage door is of two parts, each section possessing six lights. Above, the 
garage door is a triplet window, with two double-hung windows on the outside flanking a fixed window in the 
center. Horizontal muntin bars of each part of the triplet are slightly arched. An irregular assortment of windows 
illuminates the west facade. Nearest to the front door is another triplet window. This window, like the front door, 
has a Tudor arched header. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

ronald and Joy thayer 
2266 Euclid, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



· .ISTORICAL INFORMA nON 

14. Construction date(s) 1928 Original location Believed to be the same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUA nON 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization of East Palo Alto, 1920s-1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1930s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

This house was probably erected during the late 1920s, when Spanish Colonial Revival Style design was at its peak 
of popularity in California. (Assessors Office records put the construction date at 1928.) Stucco siding, Spanish tile, 
flat roofs, and arched openings were characteristic of this style. This house demonstrates an unusually tall profile 
caused by the placement of the garage within the house on the first floor. On a srrialilot, a separate garage would 
have taken up too much room; thus, incorporation of the garage into the building's first floor was probably a space
saving idea. Other dwellings in East Palo Alto share this same configuration, such as 2238 Lincoln St. 2266 Euclid 
Ave. may have been built by Frank and Matilda Bergstrom, who were listed in Palo Alto's city directory as the 
owners of the property at 528 Euclid as far back as 1929. Frank O. Bergstrom remained at this address until at least 
1944. Bergstrom was a stevedore; many of Bergstrom's neighbors in this Palo Alto Park subdivision also worked as 
craftsmen or laborers. 

20. Sources Polk's Palo Alto Directory, (R.L. Polk: San Francisco, Ca., directories for 1923, 1925, 1927, 1929, 1932, 1935, 1939, 
1940) 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation October 25, 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization· San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip San Mateo, CA 94402 Phone 415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 624 Cherry St. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 962 Garden 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Parcel No. 

Vicinity only 

B 576690 

Other 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146800 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 4 S 7 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The farmhouse and agricultural structures 962 Garden fonn one of East Palo Alto's most significant ensembles. The 
'.' site consists of a double lot (two of Charles Weeks's one-acre farms), one of which is an open field, once cultivated. 

The house, tankhouse, and two poultry houses occupy the lot to the right. The house, set back fromthe street behind 
a chain link fence and a cluster of foliage, stands in front of the tankhouse. Two long poultryhouses, with open space 
between them, stretch back along the long sides of the lot, marking its boundaries. 

The buildings themselves, though deteriorated, are intact enough to present an excellent idea of a Weeks-era ranch. 
The one-story house is side-gabled, with a gabled porch, supported by short piers, projecting in front. Black asphalt 
shingles sheath the roof and shingles painted brown clad the walls. Trim has has been picked out in white. Much of 
the front fenestration lies enshrouded behind the dense vegetation in the front yard. A front door, located just to the 

. east of center, lies sheltered beneath the porch. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of ownership p (2..l..v4~ 
11. Present use p-e;;; II) e;N n A (. 

12. Zoning R - \ - t;"OOO 

13. Threats 



.ISTORICAlINFORMA TlON 

14. Construction date(s) c. 1917 Original location Believed to be the same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date An addition of unknown date was made to the tankhouse in back. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property, 33--Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Doemstic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

962 Garden presents the most intact picture of the Weeks Poultry Colony ranch remaining in East Palo Alto today. 
Like many Runnymede ranches, the view presented to the street is suburban - a small bungalow with a front yard 
and a sidewalk leading up to the porch. It is set back from the street approximately the same distance as the 
surrounding houses, reinforcing this impression. The property's agricultural nature is suggested by the empty lot 
to the side and asserted at the rear, where the tankhouse and poultry houses follow the typical layout prescribed by 
Charles Weeks. East Palo Alto still abounds with yveeks-era "garden homes," a number of them retaining their 
tankhouses, and a small number of poultry houses remain, but this is the only site in East Palo Alto today that 
retains all three in an intact layout. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1922; Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo 
Co., Ca., 1925. R.L. Polk's Palo Alto City DIrectory, (San Francisco: R.L. Polk, 1928,1935,1938(1944) 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation March 12, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



q62 GARDEN CONTINUATION SHEET 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

On either side of the door are two wide windows with double-hung sash. These windows have one over one lights. On the 
west facade, the fenestration features two double-hung windows, the front being slightly smaller than the rear. Behind 
these two, toward the south, is a large fixed group of lights illuminating a rear porch. The gable roof is supported by 
several knee brackets which also protrude on the opposite side. The east side possesses there double-hung windows, the 
one in the middle being smaller than the two equivalently sized ones in either end. A large addition has been made to the 
rear. 

Directly behind the the house is a tankhouse, clad in board and batten siding. It lacks its original water reservoir. A sizable 
two story addition has been made to the east side, nearly doubling its size. It appears to have been used for storage 
purposes. Behind the farmhouse and tankhouse lie two rows of Weeks era poultry houses, probably the two best examples 
remaining in East Palo Alto. They are exceptionally long, easily 100 feet in length. They open to the east- to allow morning 
sun to wake nesting poultry. The eastern slope of each roof is shorter than the western slope. Flush boards or board and 
batten siding, haphazardly arranged, covers the exterior walls. The interiors of the poultry houses are in deteriorating 
condition, most stalls being open to the elements. On the east poultry house, a group of unevenly sized windows remain 
on an enclosed, walled portion to the north. The Travises, post Weeks-era residents, continued to use the poultry houses to 
raise chickens. Today, they serve as storage. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

.. n early Weeks colony resident, Mrs. Ida C. Furbush. Mrs. Furbush, may have lived here once. She had taken up 
residence on Cherry Street (Garden Street's original name) at least as early as 1919 when the first Runnymede Directory 
was issued, and may have settled there still earlier. While there was a significant degree of turnover during the 1920s, Mrs. 
Furbush remained on her property until the mid 1930s and apparently continued to farm it. The long stable ownership of 
962 Garden might help to explain why its original agricultural structures still exist. The Travises, who eventually moved to 
the property, continued to use the land and buildings for agricultural purposes. 

962 Garden Street's immediate surroundings attest to East Palo Alto's changing agricultural character. On the property 
next door, to the east, a Weeks-era tankhouse has been remodeled into a residence. Behind it extend the remnants of a 
poultry house as well as long greenhouses, marking the transition of a Runnymede poultry ranch to floriculture, a process 
which began in the 1930s. 

The combination of house, tankhouse, and poultry house make 962 Garden one of East Palo Alto's most historically 
significant properties, an intact fragment of Runnymede's agricultural landscape. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 661 Cherry St. 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 1039 Garden St. 
. Cross-corridor 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California ~ The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 577260 

Zip 94303 

C 4146850 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

" Set arriidst dense foliage is the house at 1039 Garden St. The dwelling is a boxy structure with thin clapboard siding 
covering most of the house. Wider shiplap siding covers the high foundations. The main entry is located centrally on 
the front facade. The front door has a single glazed panel. On th~ other side of the entry are two windows, one a pair 
of double-hung models, the other of the fixed sash variety. Behind the dwelling is an extensive collection of 
agricultural buildings. The remains of a 1920s tankhouse can be seen just behind a carport and just in front of a 
range of greenhouses. These greenhouses may have supported a small flower-growing business of a Japanese family 
during the 1940s and 195Os. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-~-5000 

13. Threats 



JSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1925 Original location Believed to be the same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUA TlON 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The house has little architectural significance. Better examples of bungalow architecture remain in East Palo Alto. 
The ensemble of agricultural buildings-- farmhouse, tankhouse, and greenouses, however,has social significance, 
however. The tankhouse probably served the needs of a small poultry or dairy farm during the 1920s and 1930s. 
The greenhouse may have supported the intensive agricultural efforts of Japanese owners during the following two 
or three decades. Increasingly few of these groups of agricultural buildings remain; few agricultural landowners 
can resist the economic pressures militating for r~sidential development. The house may have been built by Frank 
Woodside, an accountant, and his wife, Germaine, in the mid-1920s. The Woodsides lived here until the mid 1930s, 
when they sold the property to George Felsch, a machinist, and his wife, Agnes. 

20. Sources R. L. Pork Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: R.L. Polk, 1928,1931, 1933, 1935, 1938, 1944). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation October 10,1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2361 Glen Way 

City East Palo Alto 

·4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 575810 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4147080 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5 S 2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 
5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

1. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

·2361 Glen Way is a small side-gabled cottage set well back from the road. It is covered in light clapboard siding . 
. , Window and door trim, corner and fascia boards are painted a contrasting color. Asphalt shingles sheath the roof. 

The original house forms a simple rectangle; a small addition off the rear has given the tiny dwelling a saltbox 
shape. The entrance to the house is located centrally on the front facade. Two triplet windows frame the front door. 
The outer windows of each triplet are casements. One pair of casement windows exist on the north side. Above this 
window pair under the gable's peak, is a louvered attic vent. 

t~-~~ 
.;f,' 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

Owner. & address 

Type of ownership 

Present use 

Zoning 

Threats 



· ilSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1930 Original location Believed to be the same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization, 1920s-193Os Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1930s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The original owner of this tiny residence probably constructed it as a vacation dwelling, either for personal or rental 
use. In the 1930s and 1940s, many middle class families summered in the Palo Alto Park subdivision. Only two per
manent street adresses were listed in Palo Alto's 1944 city directory for houses on Glen Way, although more rent
al properties probably existed at the time. (An early listed owner, Mrs. Martha Hewitt, appeared in the 1948 direc
tory.) This house, along with its neighbor at 2369 Glen Way, probably accommodated vacationers, was much less 
densely populated, and boasted numerous amenipes to entice vacationers, including a large neighborhood 
swimming pool. This pool was located on the grounds of what is now the Palo Alto Park Water District 
headquarters. 

20. Sources R.L. Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: RL. Polk, 1944, 1948). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation February 12,1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2369 Glen Way 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTMzone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVA nON 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 575820 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5 S 2 F 

Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-197-220 

Zip 94303 

C 4147140 

Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7.· Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

<f The cottage at 2369 Glen Way is comparable to its neighbor at 2361 Glen Way, having a small cubic shape, simple 
gabled roof, and symmetrical fenestration. It is also positioned back from the road, behind a chainlink fence. The 
roof is side-gabled, clad with asphalt shingles. The front door is sheltered by a projecting front porch, which was 
probably added later. Elevated colonettes support the porch roof. The front door is located centrally, sandwiched 
between two windows. Both front windows have protective wrought iron bars over them. A sunken driveway 
trimmed with concrete curbs leads back to a small garage set behind the cottage. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Alberto Perez 

1655 Rogers Ave. 

San Jose, CA 95112 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

Threats 



IISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1930 Original location Believed to be the same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-SIngle Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization, 1920s-1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 19205-19305 Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

This tidy little house, like its neighbor at 2361 Glen Way, was probably built in the 1930s to serve as a vacation 
cottage in the Palo Alto Park subdivision. Its small size and economical character suggests that it was not meant 
originally for year-around habitation. According to the 1948 city directory, early owners were John H. and Martha 
E. Bastian. 

20. Sources R. L. Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San Franci5to: R.L. Polk, 1944, 1948). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation February 12, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENnFICATION AND LOCAnON 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 781 Green St. 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREA nON 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576360 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146540 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5 S 2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The fr-ont portion of the house at 781 Green St. is a small stucco-sided cube with a flat roof. Four square blocks 
project up at the comers above the parapet. A porch projects in front, sheltering the main entry. To either side of 
the door are two sidelights, and flanking these are double-hung windows. Subsequent owners have made 
numerous additions to this square front portion of the house; a large, front-gabled addition stands in back as does a 
smaller shed-roofed section. An important feature remaining in the backyard is the long agricultural shed strung 
along the property line with 763 Green St. This ramshackle structure appears to be a long chicken house, perhaps 
one of the few such remnants of the Weeks Poultry Colony. This poultry house's board sand batten walls list badly, 
and its roof is uncovered in spots. Plywood sheets cover holes in the wall fabric. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address Unknown 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats The poultry house is in 

a serious state of neglect. 



.•• STORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1920 Original location Unknown Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization in the 1920s & 1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s -193Os Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The remaining Weeks era poultry house at 781 Green St. gives this site its historical significance. It is probably one 
of th}:"ee such poultry house remnants left in East Palo Alto. The layout of the farmhouse and the extended chicken 
house corresponds to the model promoted by Charles Weeks. Weeks era farmers often positioned their poultry 
houses to act as boundary markers and fences, distinguishing their small one or two acre parcels from the next. 
The small, square, stucco-sided bungalow in front dates from c. 1920, and is a very simplified essay in the Spanish 
Colonial Revival Style. Better examples of the style exist in East Palo Alto, as at 2362 Palo Verde Ave. 

20. Sources 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition ------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation February 6, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 794 Green 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576340 

Parcel No. 063-372-470 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146500 

Other 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

If district, number of documented resources district, 3 resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

At 794 Green, one acre of land provides the site for a small house, a tankhouse, and a greenhouse. A side-gabled roof 
covers the small house, which has a compact rectangular plan with a rear addition. Three bays define the facade. A 
narrow gabled porch projects from the center and is flanked on each side by a pair of double-hung windows. The 
house is carefully maintained, with its narrow clapboard siding a freshly-painted pale yellow, its plain trim white. A 
new redwood rail enclosing the small porch is the only notable addition to the facade, and this does not significantly 
detract from the structure's integrity. The interior of the house retains the original woodwork. 

While the house is in excellent condition, the agricultural structures on the site have deteriorated significantly. The 
tankhouse, which stands to the right at a distance from the house, is partially obscured by a high fence and various 
things stacked around it. A thick wooden platform, missing its water tank, crowns the structure, which is clad with 

- narrow, unpainted clapboard siding edged with cornerboards. It is square in plan and its walls rise straight up from 
ground to platform, without noticeable battering. The structure may remain intact, but the cladding is splitting and 
cracking. (See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address: Ichitaro & M.J. 
Tanaka, 794 Green St., 

East Palo Alto, CA., 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-S000 

13. Threats 



.,'.' 

.IISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) house, 1927; tankhouse, 1920A; greenhouse, unknown 

Original location same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date A new porch rail of plain balusters has recently been added. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property; 33-Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony; Floriculture Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-1920s; 1930s-1950s Property type residential; agricultural Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The structures at 794 Green represent several aspects of East Palo Alto's history: the Runnymede poultry colony, 
new Jlinfill" (or replacement) construction during the later 1920s and 19305, and the influx of flower growers from 
the 1930s on. This one-acre lot was probably once part of a three-acre farm belonging to J. Herron and Frank 
Chester, who held this land beginning around 1921 or 1922. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); 
"First Families of Runnymede," n.d., brochure in the collection of the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society; Map of 
the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Map of 
Ravenswood and East Palo Alto San Mateo County Calif., 1925 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Directory of Palo 
Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation Sept. 9, 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



CONTINUATION SHEET: 794 Green 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

Behind the house stands a broad greenhouse reduced to a skeletal condition. Its wooden members form gables consisting 
of widely-spaced rafters rising to long ridgeboards. These rest on an unenclosed frame of girts and posts. The gables, 
which are immediately contiguous, cover an are that was once one continuous space. Today, the material that once filled 
this framework has disappeared except for a bits of plastic clinging to the wood. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

(Since they were not listed as living in Runnymede in the 1919-20 directory, it is possible that a predecessor on the land 
built the tankhouse.) The only structure remaining from their early days as Runnymede ranchers is the tankhouse. With its 
square footprint, stocky silhouette, and sturdy platform, it resembles others in the Runnymede area of East Palo Alto, such 
as the clapboard one sandwiched between two garages at 2124 University Avenue. 

While many Runnymede tankhouses are located close to the house, often immediately behind it (as at 992 Myrtle), this 
stands at a distance from the house's right side. It is likely that the house postdates the tankhouse; assessor's records list 
1927 as its date of construction. (Since the tankhouses was usually the first structure constructed on a Runnymede farm, it 
is unlikely that this tankhouse, located on land that had been farmed since the early 1920s, is contemporary with the 1927 
house). With its diminutive gabled porch and absence of such Craftsman features as exposed rafters or brackets, it bears a 
closer kinship with less rustic houses such as 820 Weeks than with 761 Weeks, which is a more classic Craftsman 

<, bungalow. We see here, then, a later house added onto an existing Runnymede lot, a phenomenon that would become 
increasingly common in the late 19208, when this house was built, and the 1930s. 

Beginning in the 1930s, flower growers began to establish nurseries in East Palo Alto, some of them on the larger 
. roperties near Bayshore, others on Weeks colony lots such as this one. The greenhouses crowd behind the small house, 
their proportions adapting quite easily to the dimensions of the Runnymede lot. Contiguous gables covering one large 
open space were used by many flower growers in East Palo Alto, including Albert Nakai whose greenhouses at 1054 
Weeks Street provide an example of how these might once have looked. Wooden frames such as this were especially 
common before World War II, when the more prosperous growers began to replace them with metal. Few if any 
greenhouses survive from the prewar period, however, and this may very well postdate the war. 

Only the house itself is in good condition (hence it is the primary resource documented here), but taken together, the 
ensemble of structures present in microcosm the remnants of several phases of East Palo Alto's history. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no. 
1. Historic name formerly 585 Walnut National Register status 4 S 2 

Local designation 
2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 881 Green 5t. 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

Vicinity only 

B 576520 

Parcel No. 063-371-090 Other 

6. Property category Building (house at front of lot not recorded) 

Cross-corridor Clarke 

Zip 94303 

C 4146560 

County San Mateo 

D 

If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surround 
ings,smd (if appropriate) architectural style. 

In a city where most structures have one, or at most two stories, the three-story agricultural structure at 881 Green 
stands out dramatically. The house in front of it, parts of which were purportedly moved from Camp Fremont, has 
been so radically altered that only the agricultural ,building behind it will be discussed in this survey. This 
structure, which is now quite ramshackle, once functioned as a combined barn and tankhouse. It consists of two 
gabled sections, side by side, one with two stories, the other with three. A lean-to with a sloping roof extends off to 
each side. Tattered shingled roofs covers the various portions of building, which is clad with weathered, unpainted 
clapboard siding. The boards are continuous from the gabled portions across the lean-tos. The third story of the 
tall, three-story portion of the building once contained a redwood water tank that held 3000 gallons. Two square 
windows with flat sills and plain surrounds light this area. In the early 1950s, an attempt was made to turn the 
second story into a living space with the addition of a triple window (now, with broken panes), the stairs that rise 
from the right, and the porch, with its plain balustrade and its square post supports with simple diagonal braces. 
(The space was never occupied.) Before these alterations, the second floor was reached by a ladder. In the two
story portion of the building, a large sliding door consisting of horizontal boards set in a plain square frame, opens 
into the second floor, and another sliding door opens into the first, which was once used as a wood shop. Each 
lean-to area may also be reached by a door. (Located on lot 4 of lot 26 Faber subdivision.) 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 
Romero A .. and Hermosa B. Tan 

881 Green St., East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Unknown 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats private development 



HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1917 A Original location Unknown Date moved Unknown 

15. Alterations & date Addition of stairs rising from the right to the second-story porch, also an addition of porch, and of three 
vertical windows lighting the second story, all done in the early 1950s to convernt the second story in the right-hand section 
into a iving space which was ultimately never occupied because there was not permit for the alterations. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property, 33--Farm/Ranch, 38-Women's Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-1920s Property type single family; ranch Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The property at 881 Green once consisted of a house, parts of which may have been moved from another location 
(puiportedly Camp Fremont), a combination bam and tankhouse behind it, and two long poultry houses. The 
house has been almost entirely rebuilt and the poultry houses are gone, but the three-story agricultural structure 
behind the house still looms higher than any other farm building in East Palo Alto. As a tankhouse, it is highly 
unusual. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources 
Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford. Willis L Hall, Publisher, 1919-20 and 1921-22 editions. 
San Mateo County Book of Deeds, vol. 268, pp. 100-101, and vol. 282, p. 359. 
Telephone interviews with Barbara Clark, Nancy Rusch, Rober Albertson, Margaret Albertson Edge, and 
Milton Lamoreaux, all on 30 Aug. 1993. 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) ------

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation September, 1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 
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SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (CONTINUED) 

This site was once part of the first section of the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony, also known as Runnymede, an area 
where the early settlers during the 'teens constructed tankhouses for water storage. Except for its vertical dimensions, 
nothing about the structure at 881 Green would immediately suggest that it is a tankhouse as well as a barn. In 
Runnymede, the tanks crowning the many tankhouses that once dotted the landscape rested atop the enclosed structure 
and were left open save, perhaps, for a protective railing and a pyramidal roof. Here, at 881 Green, the large redwood 
water tank was kept inside the building on the third floor, beneath the gabled roof. Many of Runnymede's tankhouses 
have sides that are slightly (or in some cases markedly) battered, but at 881 Green the walls rise straight up. In 
Runnymede, it is not unusual to find tankhouses with additional rooms built onto them, generally to provide living 
space, but there are no other known examples where a tankhouse abuts a barn of this size. In fact, this building bears 
little resemblence to Northern California tankhouses in general. 

As one of the more unusual sites in East Palo Alto today, this building raises the intriguing question of who built it this 
way and why. Unfortunately, it is not possible to determine this conclusively. Early deeds reveal that the property 
changed hands several times during Runnymede's founding years. It was first owned by of a man named Joseph Price, 
who probably acquired it from Peter Faber sometime in 1916 or early 1917 after Faber began selling his land to 
Runnymede settlers. Before long, on September 13, 1917, Price is recorded as having sold two acres to Nettie Reynolds, a 
single woman. Ms. Reynolds was one of a number of independent women who settled in Runnymede. Poultry farming 
had been touted as a good venture for women by the Palo Alto Woman's Club in a 1911 promotional book on Santa Clara 
Valley, and single women had been tilling irrigated acreage in California since the late nineteenth century. Nettie 
Reynolds only held the property for two years. On September 10, 1919, she sold her land to Alfred E. and Mayme E. 
Albertson, a married couple who had worked in wheat and grain in the San Joaquim Valley. The Albertson family held 
the property until the 1960s. The Albertsons' descendents and neighbors believe that both the agricultural building and a 
small house already stood on the site when the Albertso,ns bought the land; a photograph, thought to have been taken 
,:'ight after the purchase, shows both the house and the tankhouse in place, both of them immaculately painted. The 
Albertsons set themselves up as poultry farmers on two acres that stretched to the corner of Clarke. They continued to 
raise poultry into the 193Os, but during the Depression, like so many other Runnymede colonists, they sought outside 
employment. 

With the rapid changes in ownership during the late 'teens, it is hard to say who actually built this unusual structure or 
why he or she constructed it so differently from other Weeks colony buildings. If it were constructed in 1917, as the 
assessor's records indicate, this points to Nettie Reynolds. Another possibility might be that this structure, like the house, 
was an existing older building built here or moved from another location and adapted to Weeks colony purposes. It joins 
892 Green Street, a center-gabled structure that may date from the nineteenth century, in being a structure that is highly 
unusual for its context and a landmark in East Palo Alto. 
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IDEN11FICATION AND LOCA110N 
1 .. Historic name 586 Walnut 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 892 Green Street 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 4S2 
Local designation 

Cross-corridor Clarke 

Vicinity only 

B 

Zip 94303 

C 

County San Mateo 

o 
5. Quad map No. Parcel No. 063-373'-170 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The building at 892 Green St. is one of the most unusual in East Palo Alto, and perhaps is one of its oldest. It is cross-gabled,with 
a tar paper roof. A shed-roofed addition lines the rear, and a tankhouse is attached on the east end. The building is covered in 
board and batten siding with a brick veneer covering the foundation line in front. Its fenestration looks to have changed 
considerably over the years. The front door is locatea under a small but prominent center gable. The main entryway IS covered by 
a projecting roof, and the door is flanked by two sidelights. Above the tne porch roof is a large fixed window. To the east of the 
front door IS a long window with fixed sash. The west Facade of the first floor features two, large, double-hung windows. The 
second floor has a large, central double-hung opening set between two, smaller, fixed lights. A louvered attic vent exists above 
these windows. Behind the house on the south IS a long stucco addition creating a salt box form. This addition is lit by a long, ten
light fixed window on the west side. The tankhouse on the east side is also covered in board and batten siding. Its lower floor is 
lit by a fixed six-light window. Above this window is a row of dentils, painted white to match the window and door trim. Above 
the dentil band are two small windows on the upper floor. Heavy beams protrude under the eaves; these beams once supported 
a large water tank, but now hold only a slightly pItched roof. (Lot 5 of lot 27 Faber subdivision, per 1925 Runnymede map) 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Charles R. and Star M. Cook 

2063373170, Palo Alto, CA 94301 

10. Type of ownership private 

11. Present use residential 

12. Zoning R-1-:5000 

13. Threats 



· jlSTORICALINFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1916/1916 Original location Unknown Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 191Os-1920s Property type single family property Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The history and ownership of this unusual building are difficult to trace. Address numbers changed repeatedly in city 
diregories of the 1925-1940 peiod, and occupants of tne area seem to have moved in and out frequently. It is certain, however, 
that occupants of the late 1910s through the 1920s farmed here, raising either poultry or rabbits. Photographs of the Weeks 
Colony taken c.1917 show a center-gabled building and tankhouse on this location. A Robert Dunipace lived next door at 896 
Green, and owned the entire lot 5 of block 27 of the Faber subdivision, the plot on which 892 Green St. stands. Dunipace was a 
poultry farmer, and one of the first settlers in Runnymede's First Addition m 1916. It is possible that 892 Green St. ori~nally 
functioned as a barn for Dunipace's bungalow at 896 Green St., and was later renovated (perhaps during the DeJ?resslon) for 
housing purposes. It is also possible that the center-gabled building at 892 Green St. pre-dated Dunipace's arrival, and was an 
out-building for an earlier, perhaps nineteenth century farmer in the area. It could have been moved to this site. The building's 
center-gabled form and board ana batten siding recall Gothic Revival Style buildings built in California during the last quarter 
of the nineteenth century. The tankhouse coulcfhave been built earlier, at the same time as the barn, or later at the time of the 
Weeks Colony. The tankhouse's dentil band is a very unusual decorative flourish, rarely seen on other Runnymede tankhouses. 

This center-gabled house may be one of the few nineteenth-century structures remaining in East Palo Alto. It shares a one-acre 
Weeks-era lot with a Week-era bungalow that now has the address of 896 Green (formeily 590 Walnut). During the Runnymede 
era, the lot was owned by Robert U. and Rebecca Dunipace who were ranchers and raised IJoultry. In the 1919=-20 Palo Alto city 
directory there is an additional listing in bold, as an adertisement that says "fur and meat rabbits and squabs, Clark and Walnut, 
Runnymede, Menlo Park RFD I, box 1>2. Dunipace remained there and continued to raise poultry into tne 1930s (though in 1930 
he was a nurseryman). Dunipace was still there, at 896 Green, in 1940. 

So, the question is, when was 892 Green (formerly 586 Walnut), constructed, and when did it become a residence? The address 
of 586 Walnut does not appear in the directories until 1937, when Iva and George Dirks, a teacher moved in. A possible scenario: 
At some ~int the Dunipaces built this structure or perhaps moved it to this location. It is clearly on their property. Arguments 
in favor of it having been moved here: it has no foundation, its proportions and center-gabled form are reminiscent of an earlier 
Gothic Revival style buildings, and its siting is awkward. They may have used it as an agricultural structure and then rented it 
out as a house later on, perhaps during the DepreSSion to make extra money. 
The property has a small house plus a center-gabled structure that looks earlier and as if it could have been moved there. From 
the early construction date of 1916 listed in the San Mateo County Assessors records, it appears that this family was among 
Runnymede's first settlers. 

20. Sources Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1922; Map of Ravneswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo 
Co., Ca., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford, (Willis Hall, Publisher, Palo' Alto, 1921-22; Polk's Palo Alto 
Directory, (R.L. Polk San Francisco, Ca., editions for 1930, 1935, 1937, and 1940. San Mateo County Assessors Records. 



892 Green Sf. ( Con't.) 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation February 16, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENnFICA nON AND LOCA nON 
i. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2231 Lincoln 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 575630 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C41466790 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

. ·5 .. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Saxe: 063-182-100; McGee: 063-182-170 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property. including condition, boundaries, related features. surroundings. 
and (if.appropriate) architectural style . 

• :, The house at 2231 Lincoln St. is set close to the road behind a chain-link fence. The houses in the Palo Alto Park 
subdivision of East Palo Alto are densely packed, and 2231 Lincoln St. stands close to its neighbors on a fifty foot lot. 
The house has a cross-gabled roof covered with gravel. Rafters of the main side-facing gable project on the front. 
Knee brackets support the main gable on the north facade. Stucco covers the house's walls. A brick veneer stands 
out just above the foundation line. A matching brick base supports a projecting front porch. The front porch is 
covered by a small, shallowly pitched gable roof. Knee brackets support this porch roof. Paired brackets rest on the 
brick base to hold up this gable. The front door is set between two sidelights. Pairs of double-hung windows flank 
the main entry, creating a symmetrical fenestration. The north side facade is lit by a series of double-hung windows
- one large, one small, and a pair towards the rear (west). A detached garage stands in back. The garage door has a 
pediment above the garage door carried by simple Doric pilasters. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Janet C. Saxe 

st. on available 

Louise TR McGee 

2239 Lincoln St. 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



.ISTORICAL INFORMA nON 

14. Construction date(s) c.1930 Original location Presumably Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unkown Builder Unkown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-SIngle Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUA nON 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization, 1920s-1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1930s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

1bis house, probably dating from the late 1920s, is one of the best remaining bungalows in Palo Alto Park, a 
subdivision built to house middle class residents and vacationers, who migrated to the area during the summer. 
The awelling at 2231 Lincoln St. has many details- paired porch columns, symmetrical fenestration, knee 
brackets, and low one-story rooflines- which make it an excellent example of small pattern-book bungalows of the 
period. Most other 1920s bungalows remaining in East Palo Alto have undergone substantial modifications. 

20. Sources 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition ------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation January 6, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3 .. Number & street 992 Myrtle 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576710 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146410 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 4S2 Tmver 
Local designation 583 House 

County San Mateo 

o 
5; Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

992 Myrtle is a small side-gabled house with a tankhouse behind it. A simple cottage, rectangular in plan, it has long 
'f horizontal proportions. Tar paper weatherproofs the roof and wooden shingles, painted white, clad the exterior 

walls. Board and batten siding, rather than shingles, covers the gables Brown trim provides contrast. A shed roof, 
which slides down from the main roof to the left of center, creates a small porch sheltering the front door. To the 
west of the door is a single window, muntins dividi.ng the upper lights into a decorative pattern of squares and 
rectangles. To the east of the front door is a-triple set of double-hung windows with a similarly patterned header. 
The east facade bears windows of different sizes, and a windowless shed-roofed addition projects from the original 
rectangular plan. The west facade features two pairs of windows. Behind the house, one can glimpse a group of 
Weeks-era agricultural buildings, including a weathered board and batten tankhouse which no longer bears its 
water tank. The house, except for its roof, is in good condition. A picket fence. running along the street, marks the 
boundaries of the front garden. In front of the fence, a gnarled tree bears a metal sign indicating the house's address. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-S000 

13. Threats Residential development is en 

croaching on the water tower. 



,ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c. 1917 Original location Presumably Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Sturcture, 33--Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUA nON 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Chalrles Weeks Poutry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

992 Myrtle is an excellent example of the modest cottages constructed by Runnymede's earliest residents. When the 
colony was at its peak, the property belonged to either Annie W. Anderson or Susie E. Whitney (according to early 
maps). Though the early Runnymede directories reveal no specific information about either, they represent the 
small group of independent women who settled in Runnymede. Poultry farming was considered an appropriate 

,'.' occupation for the single woman. With its tankhouse, picket fence, and gnarled tree bearing a weathered sign 
giving the property's address, 992 Myrtle presents a glimpse of East Palo Alto's agricultural past. Rising next door, 
to the right, a water tower (discussed separately) marks the transition from an individual water supply to a series 
of centralized neighborhood water districts. Taken together, the house, tankhouse, and water tower comprise an 
excellent group of remnants of East Palo Alto's period of intensive agriculture during the 1920s. 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); Map 
of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Map of 
Ravenswood and East Palo Alto San Mateo County Calif., 1925 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Directory of Palo 
Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation March 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets,.railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



I 



992 Myrtle St. (Con't.) 

It is unclear who owned the property on which the tall water tower next door to 992 Myrtle rests. In the rnid-1920s 
this plot on which the tower stood probably belonged to either Annie W. Anderson or Susie E. Whitney, about whom lit
tle is known. According to Robert Garcia, whose father built the water tower and dug the well, the structure dated from 
1925 and served the East Almond St. Water Cooperative. A photograph exists of the elder Garcia posing with a son David 
near the tower just after its completion. In the mid-1920s, neighborhoods in East Palo Alto began to set up cooperative 
water districts to supercede individual wells, which either went dry (due to a sinking water table) or became contaminat
ed with salt water. 
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IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1.. Historic name Reno Club 

2. Common or current name 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

A-l Liquors 

3. Number & street 587 O'Connor 

City East Palo Alto Vicinity only 

B575990 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C4146100 

Other 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-283-110-3 

DESCRIPTION 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 

6. Property category building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The building which is now occupied by A-I Liquors was originally oriented toward University Avenue. Early 
photographs show a two-story, side-gabled structure that is quite similar to the building as it appears today. 
On the University Avenue side, two large windows (at least one of which is now filled in) flanked a doorway. The 
gable end facing O'Connor has been altered the most. Where there were once no openings on the ground floor, there 
are now three large plate-glass display windows which reorient the building toward University Avenue (probably 
after there was no longer direct access from Highway 101 after it was transformed into a freeway in the 1950s). 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address Paul & 

Nada B. Ferrando Trust 

587 O'Connor, East Palo 

Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Commercial 

12~Zoning C-l 

13.Threats Private 
development 



.IISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1938 Original location Same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date A one-story addition now projects from the back. Three square windows and a brick facing have been added 

to the west facade of the building, and the ground floor windows on the south facade have been filled in. It received new 

signage when the function changed from nightclub to liquor store. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 06-Commercial Building, 1-3 stories 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Highway 101 and East Palo Alto's Commercial District Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1950s Property type Retail Store Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

587 O'Connor, now A-I Liquors, was once the location of the well-known Reno Club. Though the club is long gone, 
,'.' the building remains one of the most prominent fragments of "Whiskey Gulch," the name that clings to East Palo 

Alto's business district to this day. Before Whiskey Gulch was in full swing, the site underwent a series of 
transitions. At the peak of the Weeks Poultry Colony, it was located in the heart of Woodland Place, a semi
suburban, semi-rural residential residential. During this period, Alice Needham, a widow, lived there from c. 1921-
22 until 1935. 

20. Sources Palo Alto City Directories of the 1920s, 1930s, 19405 and 19505; "Club Afrique," and article in the Times Tribune (June 21, 
1988) which cites an interview with Jim Zacanti (whom we could not locate); telephone interview with Clide Clard (August 30, 
1993); telephone interview with Barbara Clark (August 30, 1993); telephone interview with Margaret Albertson Edge ana Milton 
Lamoreaux (August 30, 1993). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation September 1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



~87 O'CONNOR, CONTINUATION SHEET 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

The Reno Club sign, which once wrapped around the corner between the first and second stories has been removed. So 
has the bucking bronco, which once filled the empty space next to the two casement windows, its rider swinging a lariat 
that curved upward to form the words "Reno Club"curling beneath the gable. Plain stucco once clad the entire structure, 
emphasizing its taut, planar surfaces, but today the ground floor is faced with brick. A row of six multi-paned casement 
windows with deep reveals light the second story on the University Avenue side. The side facing the freeway is blind. A 
one-story addition extends from the back. Typical of the businesses constructed along Highway 101 before it was widened 
in the 1950s, the structure is surrounded by off-street parking. . 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

By the time she left, the residential character of her neighborhood was undergoing a dramatic change. When Highway 101 
plunged through East Palo Alto in 1932, its path passed very near the site Mrs. Needham's home, stimulating commercial 
development along its path and on University Avenue. After Alice Needham moved, the property appears to have stood 
vacant until WaIter A. and Greta Sherlock may have opened a tire repair shop there in 1940. They took advantage of a site 
near the int~rsection of University A venue and Highway 101 to become one of several automobile-oriented businesses 

. .' clustered in the area. 

During the 1930s, this location's character changed along with East Palo Alto's business district. As numerous bars and 
1.iquor stores opened their doors to people from the dry city of Palo Alto and travelers on Highway 101, the area was 

'ansformed into "Whiskey Gulch." When the Reno Club, the site's longest and best-known resident, moved to the site in 
1946, it may already have been devoted to the liquor trade for nearly a decade. As early as 1938, John Ragno Liquors is 

. listed at approximately this location (2005 University Avenue). (Though it currently has an O'Connor address, the 
building faces University Avenue and the Reno Club once had the address of 2001 University. The changes in the street 
address at this location make it difficult to determine the presence of John Ragno Liquors with complete certainty, but Mr. 
Milton Lamoreaux, whose father excavated the site for construction with a team of mules, recalled without prompting 
that John's was there before the Reno Club.) Jim Zacanti and Ralph Brooks opened the Reno Club in the left two thirds of 
the building. The well-traveled location could easily be seen and reached from both University Avenue and Bayshore. Like 
most businesses along the highway, it stood in the middle of a pool of open space that provided plenty of parking. 
Appropriately for a club named after Reno, the club provided limited gambling; illegal slot machines, which were illegal 
but reportedly quite common in Whiskey Gulch, operated in the basement. To strengthen the association with Nevada, the 
silver state, they embedded more than 300 silver dollars in the bar and gave them out as change. Ralph Brooks lived on the 
second floor of the building until he died in 1963. The Reno Club eventually (c. 1962) moved into a new building next 
door. 

A-I Liquors eventually occupied the entire ground floor. The widening of Highway 101 (Bayshore) and its transformation 
into a freeway eliminated the direct access the building once enjoyed. As a result, it has been remodeled and reoriented 
toward O'Connor and its address has been changed from 2001 University Avenue to 587 O'Connor. Even so, travelers on 
the Bayshore can still see a fragment of Whiskey Gulch in A-1's neon sign with an arrow urging them to "DRIVE IN." 





;87 O'CONNOR, CONTINUATION SHEET 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

The Reno Club sign, which once wrapped around the corner between the first and second stories has been removed. So 
has the bucking bronco, which once filled the empty space next to the two casement windows, its rider swinging a lariat 
that curved upward to form the words "Reno Club"curling beneath the gable. Plain stucco once clad the entire structure, 
emphasizing its taut, planar surfaces, but today the ground floor is faced with brick. A row of six multi-paned casement 
windows with deep reveals light the second story on the University Avenue side. The side facing the freeway is blind. A 
one-story addition extends from the back. Typical of the businesses constructed along Highway 101 before it was widened 
in the 195Os, the structure is surrounded by off-street parking. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

By the time she left, the residential character of her neighborhood was undergoing a dramatic change. When Highway 101 
plunged through East Palo Alto in 1932, its path passed very near the site Mrs. Needham's home, stimulating commercial 
development along its path and on University A venue. After Alice Needham moved, the property appears to have stood 
vacant until Walter A. and Greta Sherlock may have opened a tire repair shop there in 1940. They took advantage of a site 
near the int~rsection of University A venue and Highway 101 to become one of several automobile-oriented businesses 

./ clustered in the area. 

During the 1930s, this location's character changed along with East Palo Alto's business district. As numerous bars and 
'5quor stores opened their doors to people from the dry city of Palo Alto and travelers on Highway 101, the area was 

'ansformed into 'Whiskey Gulch." When the Reno Club, the site's longest and best-known resident, moved to the site in 
1946, it may already have been devoted to the liquor trade for nearly a decade. As early as 1938, John Ragno Liquors is 
listed at approximately this location (2005 University A venue). (Though it currently has an O'Connor address, the 
building faces University Avenue and the Reno Club once had the address of 2001 University. The changes in the street 
address at this location make it difficult to determine the presence of John Ragno Liquors with complete certainty, but Mr. 
Milton Lamoreaux, whose father excavated the site for construction with a team of mules, recalled without prompting 
that John's was there before the Reno Club.) Jim Zacanti and Ralph Brooks opened the Reno Club in the left two thirds of 
the building. The well-traveled location could easily be seen and reached from both University Avenue and Bayshore. Like 
most businesses along the highway, it stood in the middle of a pool of open space that provided plenty of parking. 
Appropriately for a club named after Reno, the club provided limited gambling; illegal slot machines, which were illegal 
but reportedly quite common in Whiskey Gulch, operated in the basement. To strengthen the association with Nevada, the 
silver state, they embedded more than 300 silver dollars in the bar and gave them out as change. Ralph Brooks lived on the 
second floor of the building until he died in 1963. The Reno Club eventually (c. 1962) moved into a new building next 
door. 

A-l Liquors eventually occupied the entire ground floor. The widening of Highway 101 (Bayshore) and its transformation 
into a freeway eliminated the direct access the building once enjoyed. As a result, it has been remodeled and reoriented 
toward O'Connor and its address has been changed from 2001 University Avenue to 587 O'Connor. Even so, travelers on 
the Bayshore can still see a fragment of Whiskey Gulch in A-l's neon sign with an arrow urging them to "DRIVE IN." 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 940 O'Connor St. 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576730 

Parcel No.063-492-2S0 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4146130 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

Other 

If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The house at 940 O'Connor St. is set back from the road on a large agricultural property long owned by the Siri 
family. Originally, the house was built in the late 1910s or early 1920s to serve a single family; later, it appears to 
have been converted into multi-family housing for nursery workers. (There are two front doors on the front porch.) 
The house consists of a main rectangular front wing with a shallowly pitched gable roof. Tar paper covers the roof. 
Three knee brackets support the eaves. Wood shiplap siding covers the walls. The front wing has an inset front 
porch on the northeast. The porch shelters two doors and a window, now boarded up. To the west of the inset porch 
stands a single double-hung window. An assortment of differently sized double-hung windows open other facades. 
Attached to the rear of the main wing is a tankhouse whose reservoir has been removed, but has probably been 
refinished as living space. The tankhouse's north wall was stuccoed over at some later time. Behind the tankhouse 
is a shed-roofed addition. (The property is 1 acre of lot 17 arbit lot 31 acre of lot 17 arbit lot 4 faber sub rsm 8/31.) 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 
Frank J. Siri tr et al 
2100 Bryant St. 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-Soo0 

13. Threats 



.ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1920 Original location Unknown Date moved 

15. Alterations & date The tankhouse has been remodeled as living space, and a shed roofed addition of unknown Vintage has been 

connected to the rear. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property; 33--Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 191Os-1920s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

Judging from its small size and decorative simplicity, the bungalow at 940 O'Connor St. was probably erected by 
working class owners, or built by larger landowners to house farm laborers. It may have been built c. 1920, perhaps 
by a family farming a portion of the Faber Tract. Possible owners for this property were Carl S. and Marjorie 
Harlan. Mr. Harlan's occupation was listed as a bookkeeper in the aforementioned 1921-1922 directory. Whoever 
its first owner was, the house's small utilitarian size, simple layout, and lack of decoration mirrors many nearby 
bungalows built by fledgling poultry farmers in the Weeks Colony. Similar, too, was the location of the tankhouse 
attached directly behind the houses's living quarters. 

20. Sources 
Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo Co., Ca., 1922; Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo Co., Ca., 
1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Willis Hall, Pub., Palo Alto, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation January 13, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

Gity & Zip 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 Phone 415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

3. Number & street 2362 Palo Verde Ave. Cross-corridor 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Qu~d map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

Parcel No. 

Vicinity only 

B 575760 

Other 

Zip 94303 

C 4147090 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 583 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

Set behind a chain link fence, this well-maintained Spanish Colonial Revival Style bungalow at 2362 Palo Verde 
Ave. is located on a small lot in the Palo Alto Park subdivision. The building forms a compact L-shape, arranged on 
one floor. Its walls are covered by smooth cement plaster. The crotch of the L is filled in by a small entry porch with 
three arched openings, one arch over the door and ~wo arched windoyY"s on he side. The porch is covered by a 
hipped Spanish tile roof. The front and rear legs of the L are flat-roofed with parapets. The front leg's fenestration is 
composed of two, large, arched windows. Each opening is made up of four casement windows set beneath a half
round header. A long battered chimney separates these arched openings. Behind the entry porch, the rear leg 
features two double-hung windows, each covered by wrought iron grilles. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address Unknown 

10. Type of ownership Private 

. t 11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13.Threats 



· jlSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c. 1935 Original location Probably Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02--Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization in the 1920s &1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1930s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The house at 2362 Palo Verde Ave. was erected in the Palo Alto Park subdivision, an area composed originally of 
many vacation dwellings and small permanent residences. The building is larger than other houses nearby, such 
as tne vacation cottages at 2361 and 2369 Glen Way, suggesting perhaps that it was meant for year-around 
habitation from the beginning. One of the first families recorded at this address was George A. and Ann Olmo in 
1944. George Olmo worked as a salesman, and the Polk's 1944 Palo Alto City Directory indicated that he owned 
this property. Olmo's bungalow dates from the mjd to late 1930s, and is an excellent example of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival Style applied to a small house. Its stucco siding, Spanish tile, arched openings, battered chimney, 
and flat roof all are characteristic of this style, which attained the height of its popularity in the late 1920s and early 
1930s. 

20. Sources RL. Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: R.L. Polk, 1944). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson 

Date of evaluation February 13, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

1. Historic name Vitale house 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2183 Ralmar 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANt> RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B575350 

Cross:.corridor 

Ser. no. 

National Register status 3 S 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-152-140 

Zip 94303 

C 4146830 

Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if. appropriate) architectural style. 

Located in a neighborhood of small cottages, bungalows, and period revival houses, 2183 Rah.nar is one of the 
largest and most elaborate residences in the area. Stylistically, this complex stucco structure combines 
Mediterranean and Tudor elements. Two steeply-pitched intersecting gables punctuated with gabled dormers create 
the impression of complex silhouette based on a simple L-shaped plan. An arched front door, flanked by narrow 
arched side lights, opens into the side-gabled portion of the house paralleling the street. Semicircular stone steps 
lead up to a porch embraced on two sides by stucco lining walls with scalloped tops. Though the porch is not 
covered, the door itself is slightly recessed into a slightly-projecting vestibule, and is nestled beneath a wide gable 
with tightly rolled edges. Centered above this gable is a more steeply pitched gabled dormer with a pair of narrow 
sash windows. To the left of the entrance a large parabolic window provides an important focal point. 
(See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Jose and Josephine Jimenez 

2183 Ralmar, East Palo Alto, CA 

94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13.Threats 



ilSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1935F Original location Same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date A free-standing gabled carport now stands in front of the garage. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Ralph Vitale 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization in the 1920s and 1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1930s Property type domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

2183 Ralmar is one of the grandest houses constructed in the Palo Alto Park subdivision. This area, which was 
subdivided in 1924, became a neighborhood of houses ranging from tiny vacation cottages to more substantial 
period revival homes such as this. Its lots are far smaller than those in the Runnymede area, its street grid more 
densely suburban, and its prestige in the 1930s reportedly higher. Palo Alto Park was also a resort community, 

'.' where many people came to escape San Francisco's fog during weekends and summers. Yet some, like the Vitale 
family who first occupied this house, lived there year round. (See continuation sheet.) 

, 
20. Sources Telephone interview with Adrienne Vitale Principal, 25 July 1993; telephone interview with Mary Vitale MacLachlan, 4 

Sept. 1993; san Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); 
San Mateo County Maps Division Records 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation September 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



9'/ 

2183 RALMAR, CONTINUATION SHEET 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

The intersecting gabled wing which projects toward the street has two stories and houses a single-car garage on the first 
level. Above the garage door, a deeply cut arch holds a narrow rectangular window set beneath an applied gable with 
rolled edges, similar to the one over the front door but more steeply pitched, echoing the gable of the main roof above it, 
which also has rolled eaves. A pair of rectangular, vertically proportioned sash windows, set into the side overlooking the 
front door, lights the second story. At the far left side of the facade, a wing wall, its slope covered with rolled shingles that 
echo the rolled eaves elsewhere, hold a gate which leads to the back yard. At the back of the house, an arched doorway 
leads onto a small terrace at the right, and steps lead to the back door at the center, next to which there is an oriel with 
three double-hung windows. A small gabled dormer and a small double-hung window light the upper floor. 

Taken together, these elements form a Mediterranean-Tudor melange. The stucco walls, deep reveals, parabolic window, 
and wing wall are all commonly found in Mediterranean or Spanish Colonial Revival architecture of the 19205 and 1930s. 
It is more unusual to find them mixed with complex roof forms and steep gables with rolled edges meant to imitate 
thatching - elements that tend to be associated with Tudor structures. These diverse forms are combined in a carefully 
crafted house which has been meticulously maintained. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

During the"1930s, Ralph Vitale, a plumber who was born in Italy, left his San Francisco home each weekend to build a new 
house for his family with his own hands. In doing so, he combined diverse features that had become popular in Spanish 
Colonial and Tudor houses (the family thought of it as Spanish in style). Though some portions are a bit awkward - the 
broad gable capping the front door surmounted with a narrow gabled dormer with clashing proportions - but the whole 
,'ling gels into a structure that is among the most distinctive, and certainly among the largest, of this neighborhood's 
rleriod revival houses. Similar in scale but not as complex in detail nor in as good a condition, is 2195 Ralmar, reportedly 
built by the Payne family for their own use. 

Besides being an excellent example of the period revival structures built in this neighborhood during the 1920s and 1930s, 
this house is important for another reason. Its first owners, Ralph and Mary Vitale, their first names combined, gave the 
Ralmar its name. The street was once named Palo Alto A venue, a name that duplicated another street in the area. This 
caused problems for the fire department. When a new name needed to be chosen, Mary Vitale, who was president of the 
improvement club, thought of Pickfair, the house named after Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford, and combined her 
own name with her husband's to form the new street name. 



IDENllFICATION AND LOCAll0N 
-1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name' 

3. Number & street 2195 Ralmar 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B575350 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 
5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-152-120 

Zip 94303 

C 4146860 

Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

set behind a chain link fence on a tight fifty-foot lot, is the large unusual house at 2195 Ralmar Ave. The house 
has a tall profile, as it is set on high foundations. The dwelling stands two stories tall, and stucco covers the walls. A 
cross-gabled roof covers the building's complicated plan. Asphalt shingles sheath the roof surface. The roofs gable 
possesses a slightly flared shape. Seen from the eas~, the houses displays three front facing gables; two projecting 
side gables flank a taller central gable. In the center an arched entryway is recessed between the side gables. Above 
this front door is a pair of double-hung windows set behind a faux wrought iron balcony. The projecting side gable 
to the north has a triplet of arched windows, the two on the ends with double-hung sash, the middle with fixed sash. 
The projecting gabled bay to the south, like the middle section, possesses a pair of double-hung windows set behind 
an ornamental wrought iron balcony. A small arched ornamental doorframe is appended to this south gabled bay. 

Another entrance exists on the north facade. Proceeding toward this side door, one passes a single double-hug 
window (with an air conditioner in it), and above this opening is a dormer with a flared gable. The dormer is 
opened by a single double-hung window. A triplet window lights the hallway of the north side entry. A lower 
gable-roofed wing projects to the rear. Two single double-hung punctuate this west facing wall surface. Behind this 
rear wing is a long garage with two arched doorways, one for automobiles. This long thin garage appears 
tangentially attached to the house. set behind this small garage is a long rectangular building (bearing the address 
number 2197), which accommodates both a residence and a garage. The garage portion on the north is 
differentiated by its pair of garage doors. 

Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address Benson & Benson, Inc. 

11030 Magdalena Ave. 

Los Altos Hills, CA 94022 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-I-5000 

13. Threats 



lISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c. 1935 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization in the 1920s and 1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1930s Property type Domestic Structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The house at 2195 Ralmar Ave. has an unusual appearance, vaguely reflecting the influence of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival Style. Such decorative touches as its wrought iron balconies and arched openings suggest Spanish 
Colonial Revival Style houses of the 1920s. The house was probably built in the mid-1930s, at about the same time 
as its neighbor at 2183 Ralmar Ave. These two dwellings possess a similar complicated vertical massing of forms, 

.} arched windows, and stucco exteriors. Ralph and Mary Vitale built 2183 Ralmar, and operated a small farm in this 
area, which became part of the Palo Alto Park subdivision. I t was for the Vitales that the street name "Ralmar" was 
coined. It is possible that the Vitales built the house at 2195 Ralmar as a rental property, to serve seasonal 
vacationers, or that they erected it for a relative. Anello Silvester, a tailor, is listed as the owner of 2195 Ralrnar in 
the 1944, 1948, and 1954 Palo Alto city directories. Silvester and the Vitales were part of a small Italian-American 
cornrnunity'l~" settled in the Palo Alto Park subdivision during the 1930s and 1940s. 

vJn."k 
20. Sources Telephone interview with Adrienne Vitale Principal, 25 July 1993; Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: R.L. 

Polk, 1944, 1948, 1954). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson 

Date of evaluation November 11, 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 505 Runnymede 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

Vicinity only 

B575890 

Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

C4147020 D 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-201-210 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

This single story Mission-style house is set well back front the street, down a long drive and behind a high fence. 
" The dominant feature of its street facade is a parapet which projects above the roof line in a single broad curve, a 

highly simplified version of the more complex curvilinear parapets common to Mission-style structures. A similar 
parapet graces the other visible facade at the right, which runs perpendicular to the street. The main entrance, 
shaded by a a small shingled shed roof, opens into this facade. Beside it is a small arched window next to a chimney, 
with a gracefully curved silhouette bisects the parapet. A bay window with double-hung windows projects outward 
toward the back of the house. The street facade of this stucco house forms a flat, expansive plane relieved only by an 
arched window, its silhouette echoing Mission-style parapets more complex than those surmounting the house, 
been cut into its right half. It seems likely that a similar window once balanced it on the left, but this appears to have 
been replaced by a rectangular door. The house, which stands on lot 21 of lot 3 or the Ravenswood Villas 
subdivision, has been well maintained and is in excellent condition. A one-story apartment building has been 
constructed behind it. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address 

Christopher B. Ellis 

P.O. box 103 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



· HSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s} 1926F Original location Assumed to be same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date In the street facade, the rectangular doorway appears to be a later alteration. A one-story apartment 

building has been constructured to the rear. Neither of these changes significantly alters the integrity of this structure. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization in the 1920s and 1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-193Os Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

505 Runnymede is located in the Ravenswood Villa subdivision which was subdivided in 1926 by the land's 
owners, J.H. and Pearle R. Stubbe. The Stubbe's ran the Ravenswood Poultry Ranch which rivaled Runnymede in 

.'.< poultry production. (Stubbe's business, Ravenswood Baby Chicks, was located, according to the 1928 Palo Alto 
City Directory, at the corner of University Ave. and Lincoln Ave.) Together with Palo Alto Park, Ravenswood 
Villas represents the gradual suburbanization the East Palo Alto area underwent during the late 1920s and the 
1930s. This Mission style structure an excellent example of the period revival houses which became more 
fashionable than the craftsman bungalow (dominant in Runnymede) from the 1920s on. In addition to representing 
this particular phase in East Palo Alto's history, 505 Runnymede, with its balanced proportions and graceful details, 
is architecturally significant as one of the few examples of its style in East Palo Alto today. 

20. Sources San Mateo County Maps, 15-22; Polk's Palo Alto Directory, (R.L. Polk & Co., San Francisco, Ca., 1928), p. 410. 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation January 14,1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 583 
Local designation 

3. Number & street 529-31 Runnymede 

City East Palo Alto Vicinity only 

B575930 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building 

Parcel No. 063-201-200 

C4147020 

Other 

D 

If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
c:ind (if appropriate) architectural style. 

529 and 531 Runnymede St. are two gable roofed cottages, located on a large parcel set well back from the road. The 
., two dwellings are spaced widely from each other and are set perpendicularly. Each is one story high. The front 

dwelling is clapboard sided, while the rear house is stuccoed; both have asphalt roof shingles. The front house may 
have been built before the rear one, judging from its architectural details. The front house possesses a simple 
rectangular form; it has a door on the west side with a large multi-light window to its left. The south facade features 
a pair of double-hung windows, and a single double-hung opening. The rear house has a T-shaped, cross-gabled 
plan. A side-gabled wing has a long front porch sheltering the front door. The main entry is surrounded on the left 
by a pair of double-hung windows and on the right by a single double-hung opening. The south facade of the gable
front wing possesses two small double-hung windows. A detached garage lies just east of the rear T-shaped house. 

I 
I 

: 8. Planning Agency 
I 
I .. East Palo Alto Planning Department 

Owner & address 

Delmacio G. and Libradat Lete 

529 Runnymede 

East Palo Alto, CA 94043 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



,~ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1937 (529) c.1947 (531) Original location Unknown Date moved Unknown 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization in the 1920s and 1930s . Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1930s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

These two small houses are located in the Ravenswood Villas subdivision, a development set up by J.H. Stubbe in 
December 1926. Stubbe operated a large poultry business contemporaneously with the Weeks Poultry Colony, on a 
parcel bounded by Bay Road, Cooley Ave., Runnymeade St., and Glen Way. Stubbe and his associates gradually 
dev.eloped this poultry farmland in the 1930s and 1940s. It is difficult to date these buildings. One or both may have 

'i been moved to this location, thus accounting for their somewhat odd placement. They may have been built to serve 
as vacation cottages, such as those that filled the adjacent Palo Alto Park subdivision. Ray P. Squire, a driver, and 
his wife, Jean, owned 529 Runnymede St., according to the 1944 Palo Alto city directory. The 531 address is not list
ed until 1948 or so, suggesting that 531 Runnymede was either built later or moved to this site. 

20. Sources San Mateo County Maps Division Records; Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: R. L. Polk, 1944, 1948). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation December 21, 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

State of California -The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

3. Number & street 868 Runnymede St. Cross-corridor 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building 

Vicinity only 

B 576530 

Parcel No.063-252-080 

Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

C 4146980 D 

Other 

If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

Occupying land in the Weeks Colony's second subdivision, the dwelling at 868 Runnymede St. is laid out on a 
. large lot with mature trees, and is bounded by a picket fence in front. Part of the house was built as a tankhouse 

probably serving the residence next door at 872 Runnymede St. The tankhouse portion is appended to a two-story 
gable-roofed addition. The tankhouse is clad in wood siding. The first floor on the east side has a side entry. A small 
projecting gable roof shelters the door. A large doUble-hung window lies above this doorway on the second story, 
and just above this opening is a smaller window with sliding sash. The gable roofed addition has a pent roof over 
the main entry. To the east of the front door is a triplet window and to the west a smaller double-hung opening. 
Above the pent roof is a pair of double-hung openings, each trimmed by one shutter. Behind the tankhouse is 
another added wing. A large multi-stall garage is detached in the rear. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address Jimmie and 

Tomiko Sujishi, same address. 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-I-5000 

13. Threats 



IISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c. 1917 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 191Os-1920s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

Until at least W.W. II., the building at 868 Runnymede served as a storage facility and tankhouse for the house next 
door at 872 Runnymede owned for a number of years by Andrew Bean, a poultryman. Bean's tankhouse portion 
had"unusually large dimensions when compared with others in the Weeks Poultry Colony. It may have served a 
larger agricultural enterprise than the neighboring one acre farms. A small early photograph of this tankhouse 
may have been illustrated in Charles Weeks's book Egg Farming in California, (San Francisco, CA.: 1919). 

20. Sources 

Charles Weeks, Egg Farming in Caifornia, (San Francisco: 1919), n.p. R.L Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: R.L. 
Polk, 1928). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation January 5, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, 
etc. Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no. 
1. Historic riame fonnerly 584 Runnymede National Register status 5 S 2 

Local designation 
2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 872 Runnymede 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

Vicinity only 

B 576560 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-252-070 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

C 4146980 

Other 

D 

If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The nouse at 872 Runnymede St. is cross-gabled with asphalt shingles cladding the roof. Two brick chimneys rise 
up from the roof. The builder configured the one-story dwelling in an L-shaped plan. Thin wood clapboards sheath 
its wall contours. Entry is gained via a flight of brick steps angled obliquely away from a large front porch. Part of 
this porch is covered by a projecting gable roof. Pi~rs, resting on brick foundations, carry the small gable, and elbow 
brackets support the gable's eaves. The front door, with its eight fixed lights, is set beneath the projecting gable. 
Around the corner from the front door, a fixed window located on a west-facing wall also opens onto the front 
porch. The north (front) facade also features a triplet window, with fixed central sash, flanked by thinner double
hung openings. As with the lower porch gable, the larger gable facing Runnymede St. is also supported by two 
elbow brackets, one on the east side, one at the peak. A detached one-car garage, also built c. 1920, stands behind the 
bungalow. 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



JSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(~) 1916 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16 .. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

Located in the second addition to the Weeks Poultry Colony, this dwelling was occupied at Runnymede's peak by 
Andrew Bean, who in the 1928 Palo Alto City Directory was identified as a poultry farmer. In 1929 Bean sold the 
property to Walter F. Cross, who for his first years of ownership also worked the land asa poultry farmer. The 
Depression lowered the prices paid for eggs and poultry, which may have forced Cross in 1931 to find employment 
as a pressman for the Stanford University Press, a job which he held until at least 1944. The house is a good 
example of the Bungalow Style favored by the Weeks Colonists. The simplicity of the bungalow was seen as a 
direct contrast to the decorative and formal variety of the earlier Queen Anne Style house. Its uncomplicated, single 
story configuration, unadorned elbow brackets, and plain fenestration, all reflected simpler architectural tastes 
during the late 1910s and early 1920s. Charles Weeks thought enough of this farmhouse, with its oblique porch, that 

. he featured a photograph of it in advertising published in his promotional magazine, One Acre and Independence. 

20. Sources 
Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford, (Palo Alto: Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920, & 1921-1922); Polk's Palo 
Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: RL. Polk, 1928, 1929, 1931, 1933, 1935, 1938, 1944, 1948); advertisement in One Acre and 
Independence (March 1921). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation March 12, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 
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IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Ser. no. 

1. Historic name formerly 611 Runnymede National Register status 552 
Local designation 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 971 Runnymede 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone AIO 

Vicinity only 

B 576770 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063 265170 

DESCRIPTION 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4147030 

Other 

County San Mateo 

D 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if.appropriate) architectural style. 

971 Runnymede is a variation on the traditional I-house form. It is a two-story, side-gabled structure with a compact 
rectangular plan. The front door, sheltered by a shed roof resting on enormous brackets, opens into the far left side 
of the house and may be reached by flight of four concrete steps. A long horizontal window with four vertical lights 
stretches across the right two thirds of the ground floor and represents an alteration. Narrow louvered shutters flank 
this window as well as the paired double-hung windows above. These windows, with their multipaned upper 
sashes, are original and suggest what the ground-floor window might have been like. A small window is nestled 
next to the paired window on the left. Similar windows light the side elevations. Narrow clapboard siding clads the 
entire house, which is in excellent condition. A stone wall of rustic boulders, which dips and curves between 
rectangular piers, separates the front yard from the street. (See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address Hoyd Wright 
971 Runnymede, East Palo Alto 
94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



'jSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1918 Original location Date moved 

15. Alterations & date A horizontal window with four vertical lights has replaced what was once probably a paired, double-hung 
window with a multi paned upper sash. The tankhouse has been considerably altered. Its tank, with the roof and rail that sheltered it, 
has been removed. Stucco has replaced the wooden siding (which appears from an earlier photo to be clapboard). Aluminum 
windows have replaced the formerly wood-framed ones. 

16. Architect Unknown Builde Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02--Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-1920s Property type Domesti,c structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

Albert M. and Lida Buchanan, who constructed this two-story house on their one-acre holding, were among the 
first settlers in the second addition to Runnymede. According to the Palo Alto Times (May 19, 1922), this area 

.',' boasted "beautiful and permanent homes." Even for a section of the colony where the homes were said to be more 
substantial (and generally were ), this, and 991 Weeks - the nearly identical house next door - were among the 
few two-storied structures in the entire colony. The Buchanans began their lives in Runnymede as ranchers, and 
they kept this up until well into the 1920s. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources San Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); Map 
of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Map of 
Ravenswood and East Palo Alto San Mateo County Calif., 1925 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Directory of Palo 
Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Palo Alto: Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922); Palo Alto city directories 
from the 19305; Palo Alto Times (May 19, 1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-644 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



971 RUNNYMEDE, CONTINUATION SHEET 

DESCRIPTION (coptinued) 

A tankhouse, considerably altered, stands behind the house to the left, at the end of the driveway. Like the house, it once 
was clad with narrow clapboard siding, but today it has been stuccoed over. The water tank and the roof and railing 
which once sheltered it, are now gone. The windows have all been replaced with aluminum ones, but the door remains in 
approximately its original location, providing an entrance into the apartment which the tankhouse has now become. 

The only remnant of their agricultural lives is the much-altered tankhouse which stands behind the house. The 
tankhouse's renovation, which appears to be fairly recent, represents a gr~at loss. A photograph taken before it was altered 
shows that it was perhaps the best example of a Runnymede tankhouse to survive into the postwar period. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

Although the Buchanans continued to live in East Palo Alto throughout the 1930s, like so many other colonists, it appears 
that they had ceased to make their living exclusively from farming with the onset of the Depression. (In 1930 Albert 
Buchanan is listed in the city directory as a minister.) Although this house contrasts with most of its Runnymede-era 
neighbors, in many respects its history is typical of Runnymede. The houses the colonists constructed varied with 
individual tastes and means, though distinctiveness usually veered more in the direction of variations on the Craftsman-

" style bungalow. The tankhouse recalls the colony's agricultural past, and its transformation into a dwelling bears witness 
to the colony's disintegration and the pervasive transformation of its agricultural structures to other purposes. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 1275 Runnymede 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 582 
Local designation 

Vicinity only 

B 577270 

Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

C4147050 D 

5, Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-271-070 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings. 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

Set atthe end of Runnymede St., adjoining the Baylands Nature Preserve, the house at 1275 Runnymede St. is a long 
one-story building covered with brown clapboard siding. The dwelling has a large 1.37 acre lot, with an ample 
front yard set behind a chain-link fence. A cross-gabled roof covers the house; asphalt singles clad the roof. Two 
front facing gables are located on either end of the south facade, joined by a long side-gabled central section. The 
west front-facing gable is larger and taller than that' of the east. The east and west gables are opened by small 
windows with fixed wooden sashes. An assortment of windows on the south facade creates an irregular 
fenestration. A small extension of the side-gabled roof extends over the front door, in the middle of the south facade, 
creating a covered entry porch. The front door is protected by wrought iron bars. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Thomasyne Lightfoote Wilson 

1275 runnymede 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-S000 

13. Threats 



ilSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1937 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Suburbanization in the 1920s and 1930s Area East Palo Alto 

Period 193Os-1940s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

This lot may have accommodated Charles Weeks's "Demonstration Acre, " a plot of land on which Weeks's 
methods of intensive farming were demonstrated for potential settlers. See One Acre and Independence, Nov. 1922 
fora picture of Weeks standing in the Chard Patch on this site. 

Built in 1937, the current house at 1275 Runnymede St. is one of East Palo Alto's earliest California Ranch Style 
houses. During the 1930s, architects in the state b~gan to study and re-use architectural elements of the Hispanic 
adobe houses built in California during the early nineteenth century. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources R.L. PolKs Palo Alto City Directory, (San Francisco: RL. Polk, 1944,1948,1954). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson 

Date of evaluation February 16, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



1275 RUNNYMEDE CONTINUATION SHEET 

SIGNIFICANCE Al;JD EVALUATION (continued) 

These figures, such as William Wurster and Cliff May, liked the long simple rooflines and undecorated appearances of 
these early California houses. They also wanted to use architectural sources that they felt were indigenous and well
adapted to the traditions and climate of California. The builder of 1275 Runnymede St. was probably aware of these 
contemporary trends. The dwelling has the attenuated, ground-hugging plan and simple farmhouse-like aesthetic 
common to California Ranch Style houses of the 1930s. Popular interest in the ranch house's long, low and open design 
grew during the '30s. In the 1940s and 50s developers built new subdivisions of Ranch Style houses, as seen on many 
streets in East Palo Alto. 
Early owners of this house were Juan and Bernice Villariza, whose names are listed in the 1944,1948, and 1954 Palo Alto 
city directories. Like a number of others in East Palo Alto at this time, Villariza worked at the nearby Veteran's Adminis
tration Hospital in Menlo Park. 



IDENTIFICATION AND lOCATION 
1. Historic name 

,2. Common or current name 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVA nON 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

3., Number & street 1939-43 University Avenue 
Cross-corridor 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

Vicinity only 

B575980 

Parcel No. 063-474-150 

Zip 94303 

C 4145950 

Other 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 3 S 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

OJ 1939-43 University A venue is a long, two-story structure of white stucco which displays many of the features 
commonly associated with the Monterey style. Its side-gabled roof, covered with red tile, shelters a second-story 
recessed balcony which runs the full length of the building. Five pairs of French doors, with ten lights each, open 
onto the balcony. A balustrade of plain, narrow wobden balusters encloses the balcony, and thin, square wooden 
posts topped with wide, gracefully curving brackets rise to support the roof. Below, the building houses three shops, 
each with a separate door recessed from the sidewalk and flanked by large plate-glass display windows. A panel of 
vertical wooden boards runs beneath the widows, which appear to have been replaced and set in aluminum frames. 
The building, which is in excellent condition in all respects, is integrated into the row of shops that lines University 
Avenue. It makes an effective unit with the one-story Spanish Colonial Revival commercial structure that stands to 
its right. A sidewalk and diagonal, on-street parking run immediately in front of the building. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address: Shuman Muti 

635 Donahoe St., 

East Palo Alto, CA., 94303 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Commercial ' 

12.Zoning C-l 

13. Threats Private development 



IISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s} Unknown Original location Same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date The door opening into 1943 has been replacedwith one of aluminum and glass, and the windows 
appear to have been replaced and set in aluminum frames. 

16. Architect Unknown (Birge Clark?) Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 06--Commercial Building, 1-3 stories 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Highway 101 and East Palo Alto's Business District Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1950s Property type retail store Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

1939.-43 University Avenue is a fine example of the Monterey style. Influenced by the nineteenth-century 
architecture of the Monterey area, the Monterey style was considered particularly appropriate to Northern 
California where it was first developed. With its pitched tile roof, stucco cladding, and curving brackets, it fuses 
Spanish elements with the Anglo architecture of New England. The Monterey style gained currency in the mid 
1920s, a time when period revival styles in general increased in popularity for both domestic and commercial 
architecture. Probably one of the earliest extant commercial structures remaining in East Palo Alto's business 
district, it represents a period when East Palo Alto business enjoyed increased prosperity stimulated by the 
completion of Highway 101 and the growth in the area's population. Well integrated into the row of shops which 
hug the street, it forms a unit with the Spanish Colonial Revival structure next door at 1945-47 University. Together, 
they contribute significantly to the texture of University A venue. 

20. Sources 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation January 15, 1994 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENllFICATION AND LOCAllON 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

3. Number & street 1945-47 University Avenue 

City East Palo Alto Vicinity only 

B 575980 

C-ross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4145970 

Other 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-474-140 

DESCRIPllON 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 3S 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

1245-47 University Avenue is a single-story commercial structure which stretches horizontally along University 
Avenue. Its shallowly-sloping, side-gabled roof of red tile and its creamy stucco facade allude to the Spanish 
Colonial Revival Style. Except for two brackets with triangular ends, the building is devoid of applied 
ornamentation~ Instead, this handsome structure's impact relies on its simple, boldly-conceived facade defined by 
two piers which divide it into three bays. Because the shop fronts are recessed behind these piers, three cleanly cut 
rectangles define a shallow covered area over the doors and windows. The central window provides a projecting 
display case resting on two slender supports, added later. This is flanked by two doors and two windows, flush 
with the recessed portion of the facade. A thin mullion, possibly of aluminum, bisects each window vertically and ( 
transome surmounts each of the doors. A zone of painted brick runs beneath the windows and also forms the lowe 
quarter of each of the piers. The building has been altered very little, and its excellent condition is comparable to 
1939-43 University next door. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address John L. & 

Mary M. Giovanzana, 225 Oa 

Ct., Menlo Park, CA 94025 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Commercial 

12.Zoning C-1 

13. Threats Private developmen 



HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1935A Original location Same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date The door on the right has been changed to a metal-framed door and a low brick planter has been 
constructed below the window on the right. The central projecting window is a later alteration. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 06-Commercial Building, 1-3 stories 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Highway 101 and East Palo Alto's Business District Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-195Os Property type Retail store Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

Like 1939-43 University beside it, this building is an excellent example of a period revival commercial structure. 
Jhe Spanish Colonial Revival style was considered especially appropriate for California because of the state's owr 
Spanish heritage. Period revival styles like this became increasingly popular for commercial architecture during tr 
1920s and 1930s. The building was probably constructed in the mid 1930s; the Palo Alto City Directory lists BergeE 
and Huss Real Estate at 1945 University Avenue. As a fine example of its style as well as one of the oldest 
structures in the business district, this building harks back to the commercial growth along University Avenue 
during the 1930s in response to the newly constructed Highway 101. Well integrated into the row of shops lining 
the street, this building joins 1939-43 University Avenue in contributing to the character of University Avenue. 

20. Sources Polk's Palo Alto City Directories (San Francisco: R.L. Polk, 1925-1940); Palo Alto Times (various articles and 
advertisements) 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation September, 1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

1. Historic name Safeway Grocery Store· 

2. Common or current name University Liquors 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 38 
Local designation 

3. Number & street 1991 University 

City East Palo Alto Vicinity only 

B 575980 

Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

4. UTM zone A 10 C4146060 0 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-474-280-3 Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

'.' Located in East Palo Alto's business district near Highway 101, 1991 University Avenue was once a Safeway store. 
The building is integrated into the row of shops that line University Avenue, but it also provides off-street parking 
in an adjacent lot to the east. The University Avenue facade of this one-story stucco structure features two main 
piers, one at each end, between which runs a long expanse of flat wall, bisected horizontally with a flat molding. 
Beneath this are two large square windows with black ceramic tile under them. These are separated by a door which 
rises to their same height; another door opens to the left of them. It is quite possible that these windows and doors 
represent alterations. The facade facing O'Connor is framed and divided by tall piers similar to those on the 
University facade. Two large windows which reach to the ground light the store's interior. These windows, which 
are divided into six lights, the lower ones smaller than those above, are clearly alterations. Dark ceramic tile, rising 
to a level higher than on the facade, wraps around each of the corner piers. The building was designed with a bold 
(See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning 
Department 

9. Owner & address: Joseph F.X. 
and Gloria Murphy, 2700 Pierce 
St., San Francisco, CA., 94123 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Commercial 

12. Zoning C-l 

13. Threats Private development 



,ISTORICAL INFORMATION 
14. Construction date(s) opened 1937 F Original location Same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date,.The two windows on the east side of the building have been enlarged to meet the ground and reglazed (with 
six large windows. The two front windows may also have been altered. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 06--Commercial Building, 1-3 stories 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUA nON 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Highway 101 and East Palo Alto's Business District Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1920s-1950s Property type Retail store Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

On August 13, 1937, the new Palo Alto Safeway, located at E. University and O'Connor, threw its doors open to the 
pub!ic. The advertisement announcing the opening promised each visitor a gift and "free Coca Cola, ice cold!" East 
Palo Alto had a number of markets at this time, but this Safeway appears to have been the first supermarket in 
town. (The Buy and Save Market at Bayshore and Manhattan would follow four years later.) By the 1930s, with the 
growth of the Palo Alto Park and Woodland Place subdivisions, East Palo Alto had the population to support a 
supermarket. Its location just off Bayshore also mc;tde it easily accessible to other peninsula communities. 
(See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources 

Palo Alto Times, Aug. 12,1937; Redwood City Tribune, Sept. 28, 1974; Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street: 
A Guide to American Commercial Architecture (Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, 1987). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation September 1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



Continuation of description 

simplicity and it features little ornamentation. The piers, which project slightly from the facade, are characteristic of 
Depression-era structures, both public and private. Each of these has a slight ridge rising up its center, terminating 
in a shallow triangular projection above the roof line. Running beneath the molding that stretches between the piers 
is a small scalloped band. Taken together, these features represent a highly simplified form of Deco ornamentation. 
Inside, the building was designed to provide the' expansive floor area necessary for the display of this chain store's 
goods. Currently the structure is painted a dark brown (which tends to minimize its ornamentation) and a sign 
with "University Liquors" on it wraps around the corner. 

It is interesting to compare the structure as it is now with a drawing inserted into the advertisement announcing the 
store's grand opening. (See illustration on continuation sheet.) In the drawing, the University Avenue facade bears 
a long SAFEW AY sign that stretches between the piers, and a single striped awning shades the door and windows. 
It is difficult to get more than a generalized impression of the structure itself from this drawing. The awnings and a 
crowd of eager people obscure the doors and windows, but the general shape of the building is the same (except 
perhaps a bit wider), and the facade consists of little more than a pier at each end framing the horizontal expanse in 
between. The principal difference between the drawing and the structure as it is today is that the piers in the 
drawing lack the pointed tops. Because these do not look at all as though they are the result of later alterations, it is 
likely that the artist simplified the structure or that the drawing was a generalized rendering of the architectural 
type Safeway preferred for its stores at that time. Except for the obvious alterations and some chipped tile, the 
building today is generally in good condition. 

Continuation of significance and evaluation 

The Safeway was sited with the automobile in mi:t;td. One of its greatest assets was a paved parking lot in addition 
to the usual on-street parking. The store biIIed itself as "Palo Alto's new drive-in complete food market." Its ad 
explained: "No need to drive 'round and 'round looking for a place to park when you want to buy meats, groceries 
and vegetables. Just drive out University almost to the Bayshore and park on our smooth surfaced parking lot." 
(Palo Alto Times, Aug. 12, 1937) A parking lot on its east side still remains. Today the building is integrated into the 
row of shops on University A venue. Since the building next door appears to be newer, the supermarket may have 
been free standing when it was first constructed. Even so, it maintains the established street line. As a result, it 
combines the traditional siting of the pre-automobile main street with the newer concept of space for off-street 
parking. Eventually, the Safeway chain and other supermarkets would break away from the street grid altogether 
to become free standing structures surrounded by vast, open parking lots. 

Small by today's supermarket standards, in 1937 the new store offered the large open floor area that supermarkets 
and other chain stores needed for the display of their wide selection of goods. Here the shopper could find meat 
and fruit as well as a broad choice of staples and prepared foods. These were lit by " bright new fixtures," and 
accessible from "wide clean aisles." Safeway felt confident that the shopper would "delighted with this new 
store .... " (Palo Alto Times, Aug. 12, 1937) Its boldly-designed fa~ade, with its simplified Art Deco ornamentation, 
connoted the newness and modernity the new chain store offered. 

In 1959 Safeway moved to a new building one block north of University Avenue at Bayshore. When this store 
closed in 1974, East Palo Altans were left with only smaller markets and convenience stores in their immediate 
vicinity. The Safeway building at 1991 University represents a time when business in the area was gathering 
momentum and the commercial district included many of the basic stores and services its local population needed. 
Though the Safeway building has received some alterations and has now been converted into a liquor store, it 
represents the introduction of a new building type and chain store retail concept into East Palo Alto. At a time 
when people were experimenting with various ways to accommodate the automobile into the retail environment, 
East Palo Alto's Safeway presents a solution that combines the traditional with the new. 



IDENllFICATION AND LOCAllON 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 2126 University 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5 S 2 
Local designation 

Vicinity only 

B 576020 

Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

C4146400 0 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-321-050 Other 

DESCRIPllON 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The Martinelli house at 2126 University Ave. is a large two-story bungalow with a long side-gabled roof. The house 
-.' is set in a dense residential subdivision. Smooth stucco covers the walls and asphalt shingles protect the roof. The 

house has a basically square footprint, although a sizable gabled bay projects on the east. The front facade displays 
the extended horizontal lines typical of the Bungalow Style popular c.191S. Seen from University Ave., battered 
pylons support what was originally an open front porch on the first floor. It has since been enclosed to create more 
interior space. A group of replacement doors and windows line the wood walls of these new front rooms. To the left 
of the front facade, facing north, is a large glazed bay, also supported by pylons, which probably functioned as a 
sun room originally. Large knee brackets support the long roof of this bay. Returning to the main (north) facade, a 
large gabled dormer with a triplet of double-hung windows with wooden sash, occupies the center of the roof. 
(See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Ina Mae Norman and Pauline Wells 

2124 University, East Palo Alto 

415/329-1290 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



.ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date{s) 1919 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

This house at 2126 University Ave. possesses many of the architectural features associated with a Craftsman 
bungalow. The dwelling's long lines, its extensive outdoor living spaces ,(such as its sun room and front porch), 
pylons, ample fenestration, and projecting rafter tails make it a good example of this style. The early owners were 
Arngld E. and Louise Martinelli, according to a 1922 property map of East Palo Alto. According to the Runnymede 
News (April 1919), Martinelli was a retired businessman, one of many retirees who chose to make his home in 
Runnymede. With Louise he raised poultry on this ranch until the early 1930s. When Arnold Martinelli died in the 
mid-1930s, Louise moved to Woodland Avenue and the house became a convalescent home run by Mrs. Linnie 
Wilson, a widow. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources 
Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Ca., 1922; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford 
(Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922); "New Buyers in the Ravenswood Tract," Runnymede News, April 1919, vol. 1, 
no. 20. 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation February 17, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



~126 UNIVERSITY CONTINUATION SHEET 

DESCRIPTION (co,ntinued) 

Each donner window has one over one lights; rafter tails project from the dormer's roof, another feature typical of 
bungalows. The roofs notably low pitch can be seen especially well on the south facade. Seven heavy knee rackets 
support the roofs eaves. A tall chimney faced in stucco extends up on this facade. (Its wide fire box tapers to a narrow 
flue.) Windows of this facade (many of them recent replacements> make up an irregular fenestration. A bay window with 
two large main lights occupies the center. To the left are two, recent, aluminum, sliding windows (on either side of the 
chimney), and to the right is a thin, horizontal, sliding window and a pair of double-hung windows toward the rear. 

In the rear stands one of East Palo Alto's most notable tankhouses. Thin clapboards clad the building and asphalt tiles 
sheath the roof. In the center rises a two story portion, which once supported the tankhouse's reservoir. On the west 
facade It has two wooden double-hung windows with mismatched casings illuminating a second floor space. A gable roof 
with slight pitch covers this towered form. On either side of the central tower are two spaces used for storage and garage 
purposes. The central tower flanked by two first floor rooms creates an imposing fonnal composition, suggesting at a 
glance the owner's wealth and status. 

SIGNIFIGANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

She made numerous changes in the interior of the house. The Martinellis originally held about 4 acres of Faber Tract land, 
and their farm apparently prospered. Their house was one of the largest and most up-to-date bungalows in East Palo Alto 
at the time of its construCtion, and their tankhouse, with its grand tower and symmetrical garages, reified the owner's 
, rosperity. 
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IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

1/\. 
3. Number & street u~own 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 

5. Quad map No. 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category building 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVA nON 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 4S2 
Local designation 

Vicinity only Zip 94303 County San Mateo 

B C 0 

Parcel No. unknown Other 

If district, number of documented resources district; 3 resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style .. 

This cluster of buildings - a house, a tankhouse, and a barn - are situated in a setting that retains its rural 
character. They are reached by an unused gravel rofid, and they are surrounded by open land and overgrown 
foliage. The house is a simple bungalow clad with thin clapboard siding. A small front porch covered with a gabled 
roof projects from the right side of the facade. Its supports are plain square posts. The house itself is front-gabled, 
with widely overhanging eaves, exposed rafters, and large triangular brackets.The roof, covered with asphalt 
shingles, appears to be in good condition. A triple window, the narrow portion wider than those flanking it, is 
located to the left of the door. The upper sash has been divided into four narrow, vertical lights, a motif that is 
echoed in the windows that light the side of the house. Several window panes are broken but other wise the 
structure appears sound. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

10. Type of ownership private 

11. Present use vacant 

12. Zoning 

13. Threats 



tilSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) unknown Original location Date moved 

15. Alterations & date unknown 

16. Architect unknown Builder unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property; 33-Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony; Floriculture Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-19205 Property type residential/agricultural Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

Behind a fence and down an unused gravel road in the midst of East Palo Alto's greenhouse operations lie the 
remnants of a Runnymede farm. The house, the tankhouse, and the bam represent the only remaining Runnymede 
strus:tures that still may be seen in such a rural setting. It is possible that the tankhouse and its addition, like others 
in Runnymede, were constructed first to provide an immediate water supply and shelter for the new settlers. In its 
general outlines it is similar to the extended tankhouse at 2190 Oarke and may suggest what that structure looked 
like before it was reclad. Early photographs of Runnymede reveal a number of other similar tankhouses in the area. 
(See continuation sheet.) . 

20. Sources 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition ------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation April, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



~ONTINUATION SHEET 

DESCRIPTION (contll'lued) 

To the right of the house stands the tankhouse, augmented by a two-story extension. The right half of the structure, topped 
with a sturdy platform that rises slightly at the center, once supported the water tank. The two-story addition, which 
extends to the left, is covered with a shed roof that slopes gently down from the tankhouse platform. The entire structure 
is clad with narrow clapboard Siding similar to the bungalow. Double-hung windows, irregularly placed, light both 
portions of the structure along with an assortment of other, smaller openings. The main door opens into the tankhouse on 
the long side facing the gravel road leading into the site. A low lean-to, one story high, projects from the left side of the 
tankhouse. In the bushes near the lean-to is an old pump, cylindrical in shape. 

Behind bungalow and tankhouse is a gabled barn, portions of which are obscured by foliage. The shingled roof is chipping 
away, and the weathered vertical siding is beginning to burst loose at the bottom. Various openings have been cut into the 
building to make windows, which are now sagging and without their glazing. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

Because the bungalow next to it is somewhat more substantial than many of the other cottages constructed in the first 
portion of I(unnymede (where this is located), it is possible that the house was constructed after the family was well 

'.' settled. It is now relatively rare to find both house and extended tankhouse on the same property. Rarer still is the 
presence of a barn. Though Charles Weeks did not prescribe a barn as one of the structures necessary to his approach to 
farming, photographs reveal that a number of colonists constructed them anyway. The barn on this property joins the one 

.. 250 Donohoe as one of the few that remains in East Palo Alto today. The most unusual remnant of Runnymede found 
..,11 this site is an old pump, nestled in the bushes near the tankhouse. Its cylindrical form closely resembles pumps that 
were advertised in Runnymede publications during the late 'teens and early 'twenties. Though there is no poultry house 

- in evidence, this cluster of structures, together with its undeveloped setting, is an important fragment of Runnymede's 
landscape. The long greenhouses that surround them represent the next phase of East Palo Alto's agricultural history. 



IDENllFICA 1l0N AND LOCA 1l0N 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 761 Weeks 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576290 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

o 
5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. 063-221-400 

Zip 94303 

C 4147190 

Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

The house at 761 Weeks St. is a side-gabled one story bungalow, very similar in appearance to its neighbor at 820 
Weeks St. Its plan creates a rectangle, although a small side-gabled bay projects out from the house's east side. The 
house has thick clapboard siding and asphalt roof shingles. A front-gabled porch, sheltering the front door, projects 
from the center of the street-facing south facade. Two squat pylons with Tuscan capitals support the porch's gabled 
roof. Three knee brackets project out under the porch's eaves. The porch gable has a prominent vent at its peak. Two 
wood balustrades trim the east and west sides of the porch. On either side of the front door are two pairs of triplet 
windows. Both triplets are composed of thin outer double-hung windows and a middle fixed window. The middle 
window has a large plate glass lower light and ten square upper lights. This symmetrical fenestration resembles that 
of 820 Weeks St. Unlike 820 Weeks St., however, this dwelling has the projecting rafter tails typical of houses built in 
the 1910s and earlier 1920s. A brick chimney with molded flue is visible rising from the house's north side. The east 
facade, with its projecting side gabled bay, is lit by several double-hung windows, including a pair located nearest to 
the street. A small detached garage with a front gabled roof stands out just behind the house to the west. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address 

Fleming Development Inc. 

P.O. Box 2807 

Santa Clara, CA 95055 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



,ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1920 Original location Probably Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties 

According to a San Mateo County 1922 property map of East Palo Alto, J.e. And Mary Pollard owned the one acre 
on which this house now stands. The 1920-1921 Palo Alto city directory noted that the Pollards worked as 
ranchers, probably of poultry. No traces of their poultry houses remain. For most of the 1920s, a mixture of poul
try farmers and tradesmen inhabited this block of Weeks St. Houses were widely spaced apart; only eight dwell-

'.' ings existed on what was called the 500 block of Weeks St. between Cooley Ave. and Clarke Ave. in 1928. This 
house, located in Runnymede's First Addition, makes a nice comparison with the bungalow built later in the 1920s 
at 820 Weeks. 761 Weeks St. has a smaller, simpler, less decorated appearance than the later house, reflecting tastes 
for austerity and simplicity during the 1910s and, perhaps, the earlier period's more sluggish economy. 

20. Sources 
Map of the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, CaUf., 1922; Map of Ravenswood and East Palo Alto, San Mateo 
County, Calif., 1925; Directory of Palo Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford, (Palo Alto: Willis L. Hall, 1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation February 22, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

1. Historic name 550 Weeks 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 820 Weeks 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576470 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4147160 

Ser. no. 

National Register status 5 S 2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

5. Quad map No. 1558 Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if. appropriate) architectural style. 

The house at 820 Weeks St. is a one story side-gabled residence. An addition with a hipped roof can be seen in back, 
connecting the main house with the garage behind. The house has thin clapboard siding on its walls, and asphalt 
shingles on the roof. Seen from Weeks St. on the north, one sees a projecting front-gabled porch in the center. The 
porch has a segmental arch over the doorway, and IS supported by two Tuscan piers. On either side of the central 
front door, are two sets of triplet windows. Each set features two thin windows with double-hung sash sandwiching 
a middle fixed window. This square middle window is separated into one large light below with a thin row of four 
lights above. The east facade features two small double-hung windows on each side of a tall brick chimney, and two 
pairs of double-hung windows behind. A pair of French doors is visible on the addition's north wall. The dwelling's 
west wall is punctuated by two square plate glass windows with fixed sash. Louvered attic vents open the gable 
peaks on both the east and west facades. Especially prominent on the lot are are two large black walnut trees which 
edge Weeks St. The current ()wner was instrumental in preserving these trees when the county sought to widen 
Weeks St. Many such mature trees were eliminated in East Palo Alto during widening projects in recent years. 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning Department 

Owner & address 

Larry and Emma Atwater 

820 Weeks, East Palo Alto, CA 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12. Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



,ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) c.1928 Original location Yes Date moved 

15. Alterations & date 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1910s-1920s Property type Domestic structure Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The residence at 820 Weeks St. is located in the Weeks Colony's First Addition (begun 1916) , although this house 
was not built until c. 1925. A 1922 property map of East Palo Alto shows lot 42 to be part of a five acre parcel owned 
by P.c. Poulson. P.c. Poulson carne from Utah and grew com on his holding, as noted in a Palo Alto Times article of 
May. 1918. This article shows a photo of Poulson in his cornfield - but none of his buildings. Poulson sold this land 

'.' to Lloyd O. and Mary Mayer, who raised poultry on this land in 1921-1922. The first listing for residents at 550 
Weeks St. (its previous number) was of Harold C. and Mathilda A. Frewert in 1928. The Frewerts were poultry 
farmers, who may have built this house at about this time. They continued to farm on this land until the rnid-1930s, 
at least. The dwelling has a cleaner, more polished look to it than many of the bungalows constructed in the 1910s 
and early 19205, such as the dwelling at 761 Weeks St. Fascia boards give rooflines a trim, neat look; rafter tails do 
not protrude as at 761 Weeks St. Knee brackets, typical of earlier bungalows in East Palo Alto, are missing here. 
(See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources Article in the Palo Alto Times, May 1918; interview with Larry Atwater, July 1993. Polk's Palo Alto City Directory, (San 
Francisco: R.L. Polk, 1928-1940). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation December 13, 1993 

24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 Phone 415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



820 WEEKS CONTINUATION SHEET 

SIGNIFICANCE A~D EVALUATION (continued) 

Decorative Tuscan piers support the projecting porch, whose arch is neatly molded over the entryway. This arch is a 
decorative feature not found in simpler earlier designs. the front fenestration is symmetrical, and window muntins are 
thin and elegant. The house resembles many bungalows illustrated in mass-market plan books published in the late 
1920s.The house's polish and size may reflect a prosperous owner and the greater levels of affluence enjoyed during the 
late 1920s, a period of active building. The house has been owned or over twenty years by Lawrence and Emma Atwater. 
Lawrence Atwater, a Stanford University employee, has maintained both the house and grounds (especially the two black 
walnut trees in front) in excellent condition. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

1. Historic name Runnymede Clubhouse 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 906 Weeks 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

A 10 

Vicinity only 

B576610 

Parcel No. 063-263-010 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4147160 

Other 

6. Property category Building If district, number of documented resources 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 4 S 7 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

906 Weeks was once Runnymede's community center, known as the Runnymede Gub House. (See illustrations on 
continuation sheet.) Mter it fell into disuse as a clubhouse by the early 1920s, it was converted into a house. In the 
process it has undergone a number of changes over the years. The one-story building is a long rectangular structure, 
the length of its gabled roof running along Weeks Street. Five large brackets have been inserted beneath each gable, 
and the gable end is closed by a long, horizontal line. Early photographs show that vertical boards of a lighter color 
than the walls below once filled the gable, but today these have been covered by what appear to be asbestos 
shingles. The same material clads the rest of the structure, but it is difficult to discern from the existing photographs 
the original siding they now cover. While it was still a clubhouse, the main door was centered beneath the gable. 
Today, a similarly positioned door opens onto Garke A venue, but it is narrower than it was in 1922. The 
fenestration at this end of the building has also been changed. When it was still a clubhouse, two vertical, 
rectangular windows, with eight lights each, flanked the door, one on each side. These, like the rest of the windows 
lighting the building, appear to be casements. Today, the window on the left is wider, and the one on the right has 
been converted into a double hung window placed lower in the wall. From early photographs, it appears that the 
fenestration on the sides of the building consisted of a row of paired windows similar to those in the gable end. This 
has been disrupted. The Weeks Street facade currently has two double windows at the left end, between which has 
been inser'ted a glass door with thin mullions delineating narrow panes around its edges. This end of the building is 
obscured in early photographs, so it is difficult to discern whether these were there when the building was a 
clubhouse. (See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address 

Gladys A. Jedlicka & 

Darlene J. Excell 

Palo Alto, CA 94302 

10. Type of ownership Private 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats 



t'lISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date,(s) 1917 A Original location Believed to be same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date The building has been rec1ad with asbestos and the fenestration has been altered throughout. While paired 
casement windows once lined the building's Weeks Street facade, two double hung windows have been added, an undetermined 
number of original windows have been elIminated, and two pair appear to have been lowered to align with a glass door, which is in 
character with the structure and may have been added when it was converted into a residence. The door beneath the gable on the 
Clarke A venue end has been narrowed. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 13-CommunityCenter/Social Hall 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area 

Period 1916-1920s Property type Community building Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

906 Weeks Street was once the community center, the place where Runnymede's colonists gathered for social 
events and to discuss business. When the poultry colony was first founded, its settlers met iIl each others homes, 
but Weeks realized that a common space was necessary. In the second addition to Runnymede, he designated one 
of the lots laid out for a one-acre farm for the compmnity center. Although the site was not particularly central, nor 
was it set off in any way from the surrounding farms, it was located near the railway spur and the community 
warehouse, Runnymede's other common structure. There, the community center was constructed. 

20. Sources Edna Wolverton, "The Process of Social Life In Runnymede," One Acre and Independence (Oct. 1922): 10-11; Mar of 
the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (collection of Palo Alto Bistorical Association); Map 0 
Ravenswood and East Palo Alto San Mateo County Calif., 1925 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Directory of Palo 
Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Palo Alto: Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920, 1921-1922); R. L. Polk Directory oJ Palo Alto, 
(San Francisco: RL. Polk, 1923,1925,1930,1935, 1937, 1940). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation Sept. 8, 1993 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

City & Zip 

Phone 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



~ONTINUATION SHEET, 906 Weeks 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

Door and windows form a well integrated unit, their tops all at the same level, but the windows are set lower than they 
appear to be in the old photographs. This door may have been inserted and the windows lowered when the building was 
converted into a house. Another pair of windows, set higher in the wall, appear at the right, and then a larger double hung 
window, a single casement window, and a smaller double hung window. Though the fenestration has been altered and 
the building reclad, enough of the building remains intact to get some sense of how it appeared as a clubhouse. It stands 
on lot 46 of the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony (the second addition to Runnymede). Early photographs show it in the 
midst of open fields. Today, with the widening of Weeks Street and Clarke Avenue, only a thin strip of yard space 
separates it from the sidewalk and street. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

Though it was (and still is) a simple rectangular box, it displays such Craftsman details as the triangular brackets at the 
gable ends and a broad, low-pitched roof. This building came to be known as the Club House, a place where the colonists 
met for business meetings, box suppers, musical performances, and other cultural events. It is not clear how many rooms 
the building contained, but an article in One Acre and Independence described a large room where the colonists gathered. 

906 Weeks Served as a clubhouse for only a short period of time. As Runnymede continued to grow, the building could no 
'.' longer accommodate all of the colonists. In 1919, a building with four classrooms and an auditorium for Runnymede 

gatherings was constructed in Woodland Place and named Woods School after Isaiah Woods. (This received a Mission 
Style addition in the early 1920s and was renamed Rave~swood School, but has since been torn down.) As early as 1919 or 
.. 920, a gardener named James W. Taylor had made the Old Club House (as it came to be known) his home. It appears 
(rom city directories that the house was thenceforth occupied by people who made their living from something other than 
farming. For example, Guy R. Payne, who lived there with his wife Jennie probably from 1923 into at least the 1940s, was 
involved with insurance. This makes sense, since the building occupied a larger portion of its lot than the typical 
Runnymede house, thus limiting possible agricultural activity. Though the building has been somewhat clumsily altered 
in its cladding and fenestration, as Runnymede's clubhouse, it is a particularly important historic resource in East Palo 
Alto. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 
1. Historic name 

2. Common or current name 

3. Number & street 965 Weeks 

City East Palo Alto 

4. UTM zone A 10 

5. Quad map No. 1558 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category Building 

State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

Vicinity only 

B 576730 

Parcel No. 

Cross-corridor 

Zip 94303 

C 4147210 

Other. 

Ser. no. 
National Register status 5S2 
Local designation 

County San Mateo 

D 

If district. number of documented resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property. including condition. boundaries. related features. surroundings. 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

965 Weeks is a tankhouse has been converted into a residence through a variety of additional features. The 
., tankhouse itself is similar to those found throughout the Weeks Poultry Colony area. It reaches two stories up to a 

sturdy wooden platform covered with an extremely shallow gable. This supported a water tank, now missing. Two 
rectangular double-hung windows, placed close to the corners, light each side of the second story, while paired 
windows light one side of the first. ' 

At the front of the tankhouse, a gabled porch with a shake roof suggests its domestic character. The gable end is 
filled with the same narrow clapboard siding that clads the tankhouse itself. Below this, a wider siding, added later, 
encloses the porch, and aluminum sliders provide light. A door cut into the left side of the porch now provides 
access to the building. At the back of the building, a one-story extension expands the limited living space within the 
tankhouse. This appears to be connected to the garage, at the left, which is also attached to the house by a low 
passageway. Gabled shake roofs shelter garage and extension, both of which are clad with narrow clapboard siding 
similar to the tankhouse. Additional rectangular windows light the garage, three on the north side and one on the 
east, and wide, hinged, double wooden door provides access. (See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 
East Palo Alto Planning Department 

9. Owner & address Unknown 

10. Type of ownership Unknown 

11. Present use Residential 

12.Zoning R-1-5000 

13. Threats Private development 



jiSTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s) 1917A Original location Believed to be same Date moved 

15. Alterations & date The gabled porch has been enclosed with wider clapboard siding than the main structure and aluminum 
sliders have been inserted to light it. A rear addition with clapboard siding and a gabled roof has been appended to the rear at 

an unknown date. It could have been added not long after the tan1<house's construction. 

16. Architect Unknown Builder Unknown 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 02-Single Family Property; 33--Farm/Ranch 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme Runnymede: The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony Area East Palo Alto 

Period 1916-1920s Property type residential! agricultural Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The tankhouse-residence located at 965 Weeks stands on the berry farm run by Edward and Ida Tobin at 
Runpymede's peak. The Tobins held four lots in the second addition to Runnymede (they were among this 
section's first settlers) just beside the spur track that looped down between Bay Road and Weeks Street. Professor L. 
Barnier of the University of California wrote that the Tobins raspberries were two and a half times the size of 
ordinary Logans, and they had be advantage of growing on thorn-free bushes. Their location next to the track was 
convenient, for they shipped their loganberries toSan Francisco. Today, the area the Tobins once cultivated remains 
wide open and undeveloped. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources Professor L. Barnier, 'A Dream Corne True," One Acre and Independence (Aug. 1922): 12; PA Times, 19 May 1922; San 
Mateo County, Assessors Records (printout in the archives of the San Mateo County Historical Association); Mal' of 
the Subdivisions at Runnymede, San Mateo County, Calif., 1922 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Map of 
Ravenswood and East Palo Alto San Mateo County Calif., 1925 (collection of Palo Alto Historical Association); Directory of Palo 
Alto, Mayfield, Runnymede, and Stanford (Willis L. Hall, Publisher, 1919-1920 & 1921-1922). 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation September 7, 1994 

24. Survey type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1993 

By (name) A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical Association 

Address 

City & Zip 

Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



CONTINUATION SHEET 965 Weeks 

DESCRIPTION (continued) 

Today, tankhouse and garage are painted a bright turquoise with pink trim, which have grown somewhat faded, and 
grills protect some of the lower windows. The garage doors are beginning to splinter, and some of the siding has slipped 
out of alignment, but otherwise the structures are in fairly good condition. They now stand in a broad open space devoid 
of other development. 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION (continued) 

Because the Tobins were not poultry farmers, it is unlikely that there was ever a poultry house on this property. In fact, it 
is possible that there were few other structures on the site than those that remain today. 

The extensions added to the tankhouse may represent the Tobin's own efforts to turn their tankhouse into a residence. 
This was not uncommon in Runnymede. Since the tankhouse was often the first structure built on a Runnymede farm, 
some families lived in their tankhouses while their homes were under construction. Others made the tankhouse their 
permanent home with the addition of several rooms. 2190 Clarke, for example, combines a tankhouse with a two-story 
addition and a small porch. Old photographs reveal a number structures like this in the early days of Runnymede. Less 
usual is the. broad, low porch appended to the Tobin's tankhouse. The residence possibly grew by accretion, the back 

., extension added as needed. Since many Runnymede colonists owned automobiles, the garage could be original to the 
Tobin farm. 

965 Weeks suggests one way in which the agricultural tankhouse was domesticated in Runnymede, and it also represents 
. lore recent changes in East Palo Alto's cultural landscape. The intensity of its bright turquoise and pink color scheme, 
covering paint that was once a weathered brown, is showing up in other parts of the city as the area's Mexican population 
has increased. On its wide sweep of land, 965 Weeks suggests what the Tobin property may once have been like, minus 
the berries. Though the immediate area has changed, it presents an abbreviated glimpse of Runnymede's open expanse, 
punctuated by vertical tankhouses such as this. 



IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION 

State of California· The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

1. Historic name Donohoe Swimming Pool 

2. Common or current name Palo Alto Park Mutual Water Company 

Cross-corridor 

Ser. no. 
National Register status r' 
Local designation 

3. Number & street 2190 Addison 

City East Palo Alto Vicinity only Zip 94303-1434 County San Mateo 

4. UTM zone A B C 0 

5. Quad map No. Parcel No. Other 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Property category buildings If district, number of documented resources district - 3 resources 

7. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the property, including condition, boundaries, related features, surroundings, 
and (if appropriate) architectural style. 

When the visitor approaches the Palo Alto Park Mutual Water Company from the street, at first only a long, low 
mid-20th century building is apparent. This is sited at the edge of a large rectangular oak-shaded park that stretches 
on either side and behind. A vast, shallowly sloping concavity yawns at the center of this park, all that remains of a 
75 x 175-foot swirmtling pool/reservoir. Chunks of \he concrete slabs that once lined the pool may still be found on 
the property. 

Three structures that once serviced the pool still stand. Two tiny gabled buildings house toilets, one for men, the 
other for women. Each is clapboard, with vertical slats filling the gable ends, the spaces between them allowing air 
to flow into the interior. A vine-clad lathe enclosure (two rectangular lathe panels set at right angles to one another,) 
provides a private, open-air vestibule in front of each door. These two small structures, both painted a crisp white, 
stand at the edge of the site, close to the chain-link fence that encloses the property. (See continuation sheet.) 

8. Planning Agency 

East Palo Alto Planning 

Department 

9. Owner & address 

Palo Alto Park Water District 

10. Type of ownership 

11. Present use 

12.Zoning 

13.Threats 





,-1ISTORICAL INFORMATION 

14. Construction date(s.) Original location Date moved 

15. Alterations & date The swimming pool was destroyed in 1955. The tankhouse no longer has a tank (date of removal unknown), 
and, according to the Palo Alto Park Water District, the tankhouse windows were recently replaced with windows from 
another old building. . 

16. Architect unknown Builder 

17. Historic attributes (with number from list) 

SIGNIFICANCE AND EVALUATION 

18. Context for evaluation: Theme 19th-century land owners/suburbanization Area East Palo Alto 

Period 19th century /1920s Property type Context formally developed? Yes 

19. Briefly discuss the property's importance within the context. Use historical and architectural analysis as appropriate. Compare 
with similar properties. 

The PJll0 Alto Park Mutual Water Water Company site shows evidence of each of East Palo Alto's major phases of 
growth. The area was once part of the 1,500-acre holding belonging to Joseph Donohoe, one of the East Palo Alto 
area's large-scale late nineteenth-century land owners. It is believed that his son Edward had a swimming pool 
constructed here sometime between the U360s and 1900. The pool, lined by slabs of concrete, had sides that sloped 
gently to form a long, shallow oval. Redwood pipes, bound together with wire, supplied the pool with water. 
When it was destroyed in the mid 1950s, it was found that fourteen-inch cement irrigation pipes led from the pool 
to tlle surrounding district. (See continuation sheet.) 

20. Sources Palo Alto Times, April 22, 1955; Palo Alto Times, Sept. 11, 1958; "History of East Palo Alto and Palo Alto Park" (undated 
typescript in the files of the Palo Alto Park Mutual Water TIistrict); telephone interview with former Palo Alto Park resident 

. Adrienne Vitale Principal, July 25,1993. Special thanks to Catherine Loud, head of the Palo Alto Park Mutual Water District. 

21. Applicable National Register criteria 

22. Other recognition -------

State Landmark No. (if applicable) 

23. Evaluator A. Michelson & K. Solomonson 

Date of evaluation June, 1994 

.. 24. Survay type Comprehensive 

25. Survey name East Palo Alto History Project 

26. Year form prepared 1994 

By (name) K. Solomonson 

Organization San Mateo County Historical 

Address 

City & Zip 

.Phone 

1700 West Hillsdale Blvd. 

San Mateo, CA 94402 

415/574-6441 

Sketch map. Show location and boundaries of property in 
relation to nearby streets, railways, natural landmarks, etc. 
Name each feature. 



~ONTINUATION SHEET. PALO ALTO PARK MUTUAL WATER DISTRICT 

Description (continued) 

On the other side of the'property stands a broad tank or pump house. This building is approximately square in plan. Its 
battered walls, which slope up to support a shallow gabled roof, are clad with clapboard siding painted white. The roof 
has exposed rafters. Lighting the interior are two horizontally proportioned windows (side by side), one double, the other 
triple. Because these windows were taken from other older buildings to replace the originals, the appearance of the 
original windows is uncertain. A rectangular doorway, set off-center to the left on one side, gives access to an interior 
which continues to house pumping equipment. These structures are all meticulously maintained. 

Significance and evaluation (continued) 

The sloping concavity that remains on this site, as well as chunks of concrete that lined it, are among the few tangible 
remnants of the large nineteenth-century land holdings that once covered the East Palo Alto area. 

In addition to recreation, the Donohoe swimming pool was also used as a reservoir. It is possible that Edward Donohoe 
irrigated a prune orchard with water from the pool. By 1915, A.B. Partee rented it to irrigate his own prunes and 
strawberries. During World War I, the U.S. Army transformed the site into Camp Remount, a horse and mule depot 
associated with Camp Fremont in Menlo Park. In 1955 (just before the pool was decimated), a local resident recalled that 
soldiers from Camp Fremont used to swim in the pool, which served primarily to water the animals . 

• , The 1920s saw a transition from military and agricultural use back to recreation. East Palo Alto's good climate and 
. country atmosphere made it an attractive country retreat for urban families. People who later bought property in the area 

camped out around the pool during the first half of the decade. Then, in 1925, the Koff Realty Company acquired the pool 
and the area around it and transformed it into the subdivision of Palo Alto Park. It was conceived as a resort area where 
'~ople might spend weekends and summers, but some residents chose to live there year round. The pool and the park 

around it provided the development's centerpiece and contributed to its resort-like atmosphere. The Palo Alto Park 
Mutual Water Company, which continues to operate on this site, was founded to provide a centralized water supply. Its 

. operation was turned over to the residents of Palo Alto Park in 1929. 

Except for a brief period during World War II, when it once again served as a reservoir (to maintain an emergency water 
supply), the pool continued to be used for recreation, averaging more than 300 swimmers per day by the early 1950s. In 
1955, Palo Alto Park residendts came to the reluctant conclusion that their swimming pool could no longer be maintained. 
Because it lacked automatic chl<;>rinating and filter systems, it could not meet the county's public health requirements. 
Because it would cost a prohibitive sixteen to thirty thousand dollars to bring the pool up to code, residents resigned 
themselves to giving it up. It was replaced by a new, modern pool constructed by the Ravenswood Recreation and Park 
District at University and Bell. The abandoned Donohoe pool was completely filled in by 1958. 

It is likely that the tankhouse and the two restrooms on the site were constructed during the early development of Palo 
Alto Park during the 1920s. The stout tankhouse, which survives in excellent condition, shelters the pumping equipment 
that filled the pool and provided water to the subdivision's houses. With its gabled roof and broad proportions (due to 
the amount of equipment it houses), it contrasts with the smaller individual tankhouses that once irrigated Runnymede's 
ranches. As such, it represents the 1920s transition in East Palo Alto from independent to centralized water management. 
Standing among the oaks, these structures, along with some of the tiny cottages sprinkled throughout the subdivision, 
represent a period when a large land holding that had once belonged to a single family was transformed into a sunny 
resort-like subdivision. 



r::ONTINUATION SHEET. PALO ALTO PARK MUTUAL WATER DISTRICT 

DAILY PALO' ALTO TIMES. FRl~AY, APRil 22. "955 

POOL TO' BE ClOSED~The swimming' pool in 
Palo Alto Park, an East Palo Alto residential 
area, will not open when swimming time ~omes 
around next month. Residents have decided 
that the cost of improvements to bring the 

pool up to sta~dards required by the county 
health department is too high. They're now 
considering what t() do ~ith t,he new property. 
Here H~rry Wilcoxen, water company super
intendent. looks at the empty' pool. 



_____ --"'11' __ VI 11- __ 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 
~ Lat. _____ _ 

o 
Lon _____ _ Era ___ Sig __ _ 

Adm __ T2 __ T3 Cat __ HABS _HAER Fed 

IDENTIFICATION 

1. Commonname: _____ ~~~~o~o~l~e~y~L=a~n~d~i~n~g~ _________________________________________ _ 

2. Historic nan'le, if known: ___________________________________ _ 

City: _--'-F.;J;..a ... , .... ;::::: ..... t'--·~ ... I-''"'ao..JJ'_IQ..L_..t:.Al..J.I....l.<t.\..Q'__ _____ _ ZIP: _____ _ County: _~8~~a~n~J~~aawt~e~Q~ ___ _ 

4. Present owner, if known: __________________ Address: ______________ _ 

City: _______________________ _ ZIP: ____ _ Ownership is: Public D Private D 
5. Present Use: ______________ _ Original Use: ___________________________ __ 

Otherpastuses: _________________________________________________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 

6. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its original 
condition: ' 

No longer in eXistence 

7. Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

lq,., 1f NORTH 

)PR 523 (Rev. 7175) 

8. Approximate property size: 

Lot size (in feet) Frontage _______ _ 

Depth ______ ' ; 

or approx. acreage ___ _ 

9. Condition: (check one) 

a. Excellent D b. Good D c. Fair D 
d. Deteriorated D e. ,No longer in existence [XJ 

10. Is the feature a. Altered? D b. Unaltered? D 
11. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) 

a, Open land D b. Scattered buildings D 
c. Densely built-up D d. Residential D 
e. Commercial D f. Industrial D 
g. Other D 

12. Threats to site: 

a. None known D b. Private development D 
c. Zoning 0 d. Public Works project 0 
e. Vandalism D f. Other D 

13. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s): 



NOTE:. The following (Items 14-19) are for structures only. 

14. Primary exterior building material: a. Stone 0 b. Brick 0 c. Stucco 0 d. Adobe 0 e. Wood 0 
f. Other 0 ________________________________ ___ 

15. Is the structure: a. On its original site? 0 b. Moved? 0 c. Unknown? 0 
16. Year of initial construction 18 S'3 This date is: a. Factual 0 b. Estimated []. 

18. Builder (if known): 

19. Related features: a. Barn 0 b. Carriage house 0 c: Outhouse 0 d. Shed(s) 0 e. Formal garden(s) 0 
f. Windmill 0 g. Watertower/tankhouse 0 h. Other 0 __________________ _ i. None 0 

SIGNIFICANCE 

20. Briefly state historical and/or arch itectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site when known): 

Adams and Co. of S.F. (President Isaiah C. Hoods) purchased. 3,673.76 
acres from owners of Rancho de las I)ulgas. Caused subd i vision of new 
town liRavenS\.'lOod II to be laid out near eastern end of where Bay road 
now runs. Wharf was constructed ( all because they thought the railroad 
vms coming through). 'fhe HIt abandoned its plans. Hharf knm'/ll as 
Cooley's Landing was named for Lester Phillip' Cooley, purchaser of 
ranch adjacent to tovmsliJ.dIe development. Only one steamer landed. Jenny 
Ling, in 1853. 'rhe steamer exploded. Site now the county dump. 

21. Main theme of the historic resource: (Check only one): a. Architecture 0 b. Arts & Leisure 0 
c. Economic/I ndustrial 0 d. Exploration/Settlement 

g. Religion 0 h. Social/Education 0 
e. Government 0 f. Military 0 

22. Sources: List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews, and their dates: 

23. Date form prepared: Pob. 197?By (name): ________________________ ..:.-_____________ _ 

Address: 
____________________________ City _______________________ _ 

ZIP: 

Phone: ___ ..;:".,,_------------ Organization: _____ -'-'-__________________________ _ 

(State Use Only) 





Introduction 

Today more and more communities are recognizing the importance of 
their special heritage. This heritage. reflected in the cultural 
landscape, shapes and gives meaning to community. East Palo Alto is 
one of many places discovering the stories told by its settlement 
patterns and other features of the land. 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park 
Service are both involved in issues of rural landscape heritage. The 
National Trust has a Rural Heritage program which works to promote, 
and mitigate the loss of, rural heritage. The National Park Service 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program (NPS-RTCA) works 
with communities to help them protect their landscapes as well as their ' 
river and trail resources. 

Through a cooperative agreement, NPS-RTCA has been able to provide 
technical assistance from the National Trust to some of the groups NPS
RTCA has been working with around the country. East Palo Alto is 
one such area; NPS-RTCA has been working in East Palo Alto for the 
last several years, primarily through the East Palo Alto Historical and 
Agricultural Society (EPA HAS). The National Trust and the National 
Park Service agreed to collaborate on a preliminary cultural landscape 
assessment focusing on the Weeks Poultry Colony area of East Palo 
Alto. 

This assessment is very preliminary. It is based on a one-day tour of 
East Palo Alto conducted by EPA HAS, the National Trust, and the 
National Park Service. as well as two community meetings. This 
assessment is intended to provide a general evaluation and 
identification of significant elements of the landscape of the Weeks 
Poultry Colony area and to raise the visibility of the landscape and its 
history. We hope that this project will lead to more opportunities to 
examine the relationship between people and the land in East Palo Alto. 



What is a Cultural Landscape? 

A cultural landscape is the tangible evidence on the land of the interaction between 
human societies and the natural environment--the patterns made on the land as a result 
of human mobility and settlement. A cultural landscape is a geographical area that 
has been modified by human activity and possesses a significant concentration of land 
use patterns, buildings, structures, roads and waterways, and natural features. These 
reflect the cultural traditions of a population and show their response to the natural 
environment. 

Some of the important components of the cultural landscape include: 

- circulation networks, such as road and canal systems 

- boundary demarcations, including property and political boundaries 

- vegetation related to land use, such as agricultural crops, hedges, and 
windbreaks 

- buildings, structures and objects 

- small-scale elements, such as signs, gates and fences. 

A Brief History of East Palo Alto's Landscape 

East Palo Alto today is a community of approximately 23,500 people living on 2.5 
square miles of land, most of which lies between the Bayshore Freeway and San 
Francisco Bay. Historically, East Palo Alto was much larger, including parts of what 
are now Menlo Park and Palo Alto. 

The history of East Palo Alto can be traced to Native American settlement of some 
3,000 years ago. In the late 1700's, Spanish soldiers and missionaries arrived, and 
for decades the area was known as Rancho de las Pulgas ("Flea Ranch" --after which a 
street in East Palo Alto is named). In the mid- to late-1800's, two subsequent 
settlements were initiated, but both were abandoned. However, in 1916 the Weeks 
Poultry Colony was established and is now the dominant history evident on the 
landscape of East Palo Alto. 

The Weeks Poultry Colony was a 6OO+-acre Utopian community--called 
"Runnymede"--founded by Charles Weeks. Weeks was a visionary who believed in 
the virtues of a democratic, communal society of agricultural production far from the 
unhealthiness of urban-industrial America. Runnymede was one of several Utopian 
settlements established at about the same time in California--part of the "Little 
Landers" movemen.t. 



Among the chief settlement characteristics of the Weeks Poultry Colony were the 
long, narrow lots, typically one acre in size ("One acre and independence" was the 
Colony's motto) but sometimes two to five acres when residents were able to settle 
more land. The houses (or "garden homes") were located at the front of each lot 
facing the street, each one close to its neighbor. Agricultural production took place 
behind each house. 

The major component of agriculture was egg production. Long chicken houses ran 
perpendicular to the dwellings, often marking the boundaries between lots. In these, 
some 20-25 hens were raised in an 8x8 square foot space. Long, narrow gardens 
stretched parallel to the poultry buildings. Each lot had its own well, and water was 
stored in tanks elevated within tank houses, from which it served the house, chicken 
house, and garden in back. 

In Runnymede, the community shared sources of supply and marketed produce in 
common. Some communal aspects of the settlement were reflected directly on the 
land--such as the community clubhouse, park, and school. Community festivals were 
important to the social integration of the residents. 

East Palo Alto's Cultural Landscape 

The features of the Weeks Poultry Colony that are most evident on the current 
landscape of East Palo Alto include: 

- the grid pattern of streets: straight and orthogonal (at right angles) 

- the rural character of the streets: no curb, gutter or sidewalks; rather, 
dirt or grass shoulders; narrow streets 

- the long, narrow lots 

- an abundance of trees and shrubbery 

- the bungalows in front of the lots, many built in the 1920's with 
distinctive architectural features of the era, such as small front porches 
and gabled roofs 

- the detached garages, separated from the houses because of the danger 
of explosions from early automobiles 

- the water tank houses 

- long, narrow chicken houses perpendicular to the dwellings 

- long, narrow gardens or open space and abundant vegetation behind 
the dwellings. 



East Palo Alto's 
Cultural Landscape 

East Palo Alto's landscape includes cultural elements such as streets in a grid pattern, dirt or grass 
shoulders without curbs and gutters, long narrow lots, an abwtdance of trees and shrubbery, houses at 
the front of the lots with gardens or open space behind, detached garages, water tank houses, and 
narrow chicken houses perpendicular to the streets. 

The typical 1920's bungalow was built at thefront 
of the lot, with distinctive architecturalfeatures such 
as smallfront porches and gabled roofs. 

Each lot had its own well, and water was 
stored in tanks elevated within tank houses, 
from which the water served the house, chicken 
house, and garden in back. 

T'ne CO/TlJnUJlity h..as a speciolrusociL"y 
seldomjound so dose to a majm
populati.Dt!. cente,. 

"Tne rural heritage in the city mnkes you not OT1ly relax but 
reminds you ojthe way you grew up_" 





Although the Weeks Poultry Colony declined in the early 1930's, the tradition of 
agriculture was carried on by subsequent settlers, most notably the Japanese. Today, 
the abundance of greenhouses and other crop production can be considered a legacy 
of the early agriCUltural settlement and an important component of the cultural 
landscape. 

East Palo Alto is a special place with a special cultural heritage that has evolved and 
grown more complex with time. It is an enclave of openness and agricultural 
potential in dense suburban surroundings. As a local resident speaking for the 
cultural landscape said: "The rural heritage in the city makes you not only relax but 
reminds you of the way you grew up ... 

East Palo Alto today has one of the greatest concentrations of agricultural structures 
in an urbanized area as part of a planned community. Approximately 300 acres 
remain of the original Weeks Colony and are officially recognized as such by the 
community. Remnants also exist on the west side of the Freeway. 

Some intrusions have occurred which detract from the original landscape features. 
Among these intrusions are the cul-de-sac developments that have occurred on some 
of the lots, covering much of the land's surface with housing and concrete or asphalt. 
Nevertheless, the' community has a special rusticity seldom found so close to a major 
population center. The Rural Program of the National Trust has not encountered a 
comparable community. 

This specialness was expressed by members of the East Palo Alto community at the 
two meetings held during part of the assessment. East Palo Alto was described as a 
place where you "don't feel squeezed," a place designed for the outdoors. It feels 
like country living and is better than the city where houses are clustered. At night, 
there are few lights and you can see the moon; here you are closer to nature and can 
lead a simpler life. It is a neighborly place, where you can drop in through the back 
door--a sign of trust and comfort. 



Next Steps 

Now that East Palo Alto's general plan update is underway, it is time for the 
community to consider which aspects of its cultural landscape deserve attention in the 
plan. What contributes toward the special quality of life in East Palo Alto that the 
community wants to preserve and protect? The general plan update is the time to set 
a vision for the community through meetings and community involvement. It is a 
time to take special resources into account and to build open space and historical and 
cultural resource elements into a structured process that recognizes these resources 
throughout the community. 

Sources of assistance are available to help the community through this process-
particularly the National Park Service's RTCA staff and the staff of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 



Thanks to: 

Cover graphic: 

- the people of East Palo Alto who allowed us to 
visit their homes and land; 

- the people who attended the cultural landscape 
presentations on March 31 and April 1, sharing with us 
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Alto special; 

- the members of the East Palo Alto Historical and 
Agricultural Society. 
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A Heartfelt Thanks 
A very special afternooll tea is planned for Wednesday, 

April 19th when the history center celebrates National 
Volunteer Week by recognizing the many hours donated to the 
CHC by our volunteers. While the tea is being held to 
recognize everyone who gives time to the center, including a 
wonderfully dedicated Board of Trustees that volunteers 
untold hours, I want to take this opportunity to tell you about 
a typical week at the center and highlight those volunteers that 
you will find here, week in and week out, giving their time 
and energy. Without this group, it definitely would not be 
business as usual! 

Monday is, in general, a fairly quiet day, and finds the staff 
on its own - in addition to the regular demands of our jobs 
you will find us greeting students and visitors, answering 
phones and questions, getting and distributing mail, etc. But 
when Tuesday rolls around ... 

Janet Hoffman is the first to arrive, usually around 8:30, 
and after putting her things away and getting a cup of hot 
water she staffs the front desk, greeting visitors and answering 
phones as well as doing various other clerical tasks. 

Dee Liotta and Helen Riisberg are the other Tuesday 
volunteers. Dee, in addition to being volunteer coordinator for 
the center, processes all book orders that come in, and has 
recently been working on organizing the contemporary photo 
file. She also staffs the front desk and is noted for "grabbing" 
any 8p.d aU visitors and telling them everything they ever 
';,ranted to know about the Trianon and CHC. Helen Riisberg 
works with the pamphlet files in the Stocklmeir library; 
clipping and coding newspapers and other items. She also 
produces the Volunteer Voice, our three-times-per-year 
volunteer newsletter. 

We have two day-long volunteers on Wednesday as well. 
Trudy Frank is our front person, staffing the desk and han
dling general clerical duties. In addition, using her accounting 
background, Trudy processes our deposits for the district 
accountant and is great with any detailed assignment. More 
recently, when time allows, she has been inventorying a new 
acquisition, microfilm from the files of the defunct Peninsula 

Times Tribune newspaper. 

Cover: 
East Almond Cooperative Water Company S water tower and pumphouse all 

Mvrtle Street, the last remailling old l\'Gter tower ill East Palo Alto, circa 

1925. Photography by Shattuck Photogral'iI.\', Palo Alto. Courtesy East Palo 

Alto Hisraricnl and AgriclIltural Soc;e". 

Nancy Bratman works on Wednesdays also and has 
volunteered her time over the years exclusively in the 
Stocklmeir Library. Her current project is organizing and 
identifying the slide collection. A fun, but detailed, time
consuming task! 

Three volunteers join us once again on Thursdays. Mary 
Strong is in a full day and has been doing all membership 
processing, from billing notices to computer updating to thank 
you letters in addition to staffing the front desk. Mary was 
also the creator and coordinator for "Little Shoppe of CHC" 
the volunteer-sponsored arts and crafts fundraiser held in 
October that raised $1500 for the center. Trudy and Mary will 
be co-chairing the event next year. 

Thursday afternoons see two more library volunteers, 
Elizabeth Archambeault and Maureen Kelly. Elizabeth does 
book processing and works with the clippings, and Maureen, a 
professional librarian in her other life, works with the library's 
Jacobson collection, describing and inventorying these 
irreplaceable archival materials. 

It is fitting that we take the time to recognize the contribu
tions of California History Center volunteers in general, and 
these volunteers in particular. There are no words that say 
thank you adequately enough for all of the wonderful work 
done for us by our faithful volunteers - they are indeed part 
of the CHC family. 

Next time you are at the center, take the opportunity to say 
hello and thanks to these wonderful people. 

Kathleen Peregrin 
Director 

\follillreers Mary Strollg and Trlldv Frallk ar 1994's Lillie SllOppe boutique. 



CALENDAR 

3/10 

3/16 

4/3 

Volunteers' and members' brown bag lunch for 

Women's History Month, speaker Mary 10 

Ignoffo. 

eHe students, faculty and members meeting to 

discuss future classes and programming. 7 p.m. 

(See detailed explanation on page 4) 

De Anza College classes begin. 

4/17-21 National Volunteer Week 

4/19 

5/20 

Volunteer Day Tea. As a special thank you to our 

many volunteers we would like to invite them to 

enjoy a pleasant afternoon of good company and 

refreshments starting at 1:00 p.m. RSVP to 
408/864-8712. 

Game Day. Culminating CHC's membership drive 

for the year is a special day of fun from 11:00 a.m. 

to 2:00 p.m. Come join a team and compete to win 

in the center's version of trivial pursuits featuring 

California name places and history. Match wits, 

wisdom, and creative thinking! Lunch available for 

a nominal fee. 

Panel from ClIrrent exhibit. Silver Anniversary Golden Opportunity. 

5/29 Memorial Day Holiday. Classes do not meet and 

CHC will be closed. 

6/1 Ken Bruce Farewell Party & eHe Benefit. 

6/11 

6/23 

6/30 

CHC hosts a farewell/retirement party for Ken 

Bruce, long-time history instructor at De Anza 

College and special friend of CHe. The event 

will be at the center from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. with 

dessert and coffee served. A $25 donation is 
requested. RSVP to 408/864-g712. 

De Anza Day. CHC will hold its annual benefit 

used-book sale at the center between 10:00 a.m. 

and 4:00 p.m. during this college-sponsored 

event. Proceeds from the book sale benefit the 
center's library. 

Spring Quarter ends 

CHC closes for summer break 

Need more information about any of our upcoming events? 
Please call us at: 408/864-8712. 
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EDUCATION 

State and Regional History 

The following courses will be offered spring quarter through the 
California History Center. Please see the California History 
Center class listings section of De Anza s Schedule of Classes for 
detailed information (i.e., course ID #, call #, days, dates, time 
and units). For additional course information, call the center at 
(408) 864-8712. 

Neighborhoods of San Francisco Part II: Betty Hirsch 
San Francisco is defined by its specific districts and neighbor
hoods. This class explores the evolution of such areas as Barbary 
Coast, Market Street, the Pacific Ocean areas including the San 
Francisco Zoo and Stem Grove. Students willleam about 
significant people who shaped each area's identity, the contribu
tions made by various ethnic groups, important dates and events, 
and analyze how the geography and climate has impacted the 
growth and development in each area. One lecture, one field trip. 
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History of Bay Area Public Gardens: Betty Hirsch 
The Bay Area is enhanced by a vast array of public gardens 
which are creations and outgrowths of the personalities of such 
historical figures as James Duval Phelan, William Bourne, and 
John McLaren. Students in this class will visit a variety of 
gardens and discuss how gardens serve as an art form; are a 
symbol of the Bay Area and what is grown here; and reflect the 
culture of different ethnic groups. In addition students will 
address some contemporary concerns brought about by limited 
rainfall and water rationing in the state, and the corresponding 
impact on environmental, political and social issues. Two 
lectures, two field trips. 

Drake in California: Hugh Thomas 
Drake in California traces the general background of European 
exploration and expansion in the 16th century; the development 
and growth of England during the Tudor period; antagonism 
between England and Spain; the English privateers and personal 
career of Drake, who circumnavigated the world, landing in 
California. Three lectures, one field trip. 

Santa Barbara and the Channel Missions: Chatham Forbes 
Santa Barbara was the last of four pueblos founded around a 
presidio, and the tenth of the chain of 21 Franciscan Missions 
founded by Spain in Alta California. Some 40,000 Native 
Americans lived on the Channel Coast served by the Santa 
Barbara and San Buenaventura Missions, hence both the reli
gious and civil institutions were of great importance for Spain's 
purposes in California. Today. Santa Barbara is the major 
archival center for Mission historical studies. Two lectures, 
weekend field study to the Santa Barbara Area. 

History of Sonoma County: Chatham Forbes 
Students in this course will study and discuss the pivotal roles of 
Mariano Vallejo, Agoston Haraszthy, Jack London, and Luther 
Burbank in the development of Sonoma County. By tracing their 
lives and visiting their home and work sites students will have a 
fuller comprehension of the history and special character of 
Sonoma County. Two lectures, two field trips. 



Threatened California: Julie Phillips 
Join De Anza Environmental Studies faculty member Julie 
Phillips as she explores the wonders of the beautiful state of 
California. Students will visit and study a variety of California's 
ecosystems including the coastal redwood forest, marshlands, 
Pacific tidepools and the rugged and spectacular mountain 
regions of the Diablo range. Students will discuss the many 
environmental factors that threaten California flora and fauna 
including global warming, overpopulation, pollution, ozone 
depletion, deforestation and the biodiversity crisis. A major focus 
of the class will be sustainable use of California's varied re
sources. Three evening lectures and one day-long field trip. 

Creating New Partnerships 

January 6th found the CHC staff and two members from the 
Board of Trustees on a journey to the Center for California 
Studies, located on the campus of California State University, 
Sacramento. We wanted to visit the center not only because it too 
is located on a college campus, but it is also an organization 
committed to bringing together a variety of communities -
academic, business, government and local citizens - for 
discussion, debate, and intellectual interchange about the past, 
present, and future of this state we call home. 

We had an excellent meeting with the staff of the center and 
came away with a better understanding of each other's programs, 
strengths and differences. We also agreed that we very much 
want to do some collaborative projects in the future. As the 
California History Center begins its transition to a California 
Studies learning community, we hope to form more of these 
partnerships in order to enhance the educational opportunities we 
provide our members and students. We will keep you informed. 

Street scene 
from 19th
century San 
Francisco. 
Courtesy 
California 
History Center 
Foundation, 
Stocklll1eir 
Library 
Archive. 
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FEATURE 

A History 
of East Palo Alto 

Thefollowing article is abridgedfrom two chapters in East 
Palo Alto s historic resources survey. It tells the story of a rancho 
and one-time wharf, to its genesis as an agricultural utopian 
colony, through the building of the Bayshore Freeway that left it 
a segregated community. Today, through preservation of its 
historical landscape, it is creating a new community identity 
which includes its agricultural roots. 

Before European settlers transformed the landscape that is 
now the city of East Palo Alto, arroyo, willows, cottonwoods, 
and blackberry thickets flourished in its meadows. Forests of 
elder and live oak were rooted in the rich, loamy soil. 

The Ohlone tribal groups who made their home in the East 
Palo Alto area were a group known as the Puichon. Their 
territory stretched between the lower San Francisquito Creek and 
the foothills, perhaps reaching all the way back to Portola Valley. 
In 1776, Spanish visitors noted a village called Ssiputca, consist
ing of twenty to twenty-five huts clustered near the mouth of San 
Francisquito Creek. 

In 1769, the Spanish explorer Don Gaspar de Portola, search
ing for Monterey Bay, sailed by accident into the much larger 
San Francisco Bay. Portola and his military party traveled to the 
south end of the bay and came ashore near East Palo Alto. They 
paddled their canoes up the San Francisquito Creek to a site 
marked by mature, twin redwood trees ("El Palo Alto "). Here 
the Portola expedition camped for five days and set up the first 

Cooley's Landing, 1977. Photograph by Ken Yimm, Palo Alto Times. Courtesy 
Palo Alto Historical Association. 
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by the San Mateo County Historical Association with 
contributions by Alan Michelson and Katherine Solomonson 

Spanish territorial markers in the Bay Area. After this, Spanish 
settlers began to colonize the area. 

Much of East Palo Alto was once part of the vast Rancho de 
las Pulgas, which according to some accounts, Spanish Governor 
Diego Borica granted in 1795 to Don Jose Dario Arguello. In 
1824 and 1835, the government in Mexico City made two more 
land grants to the Arguello family. In 1852 they sold the section 
of its holdings that included the area that is now East Palo Alto. 
The land appears to have changed hands several times that year, 
finally landing in the hands of Rufus Rowe. Rowe then sold it off 
in large parcels. 

Ravenswood 
During the early 1850s, Isaiah Churchill Woods, one of San 

Francisco's leading citizens, along with William Rowe, 
assembled a 3,674 acre parcel covering much of present-day 
East Palo Alto. Naming the area Ravenswood (supposedly 
combining his own name with a reference to the large number of 
ravens in the area), Woods constructed a house and farm for 
himself, called Woodside Dairy. It became a showplace, the first 
of many great summer houses built by wealthy San Francisco 
businessmen in the vicinity of Menlo Park and East Palo Alto. 

During the final quarter of the nineteenth-century, Ravenswood 
grew very slowly, with little expansion of the town site platted 
along Bay Road near the wharf. The town supported little more 
than a small hotel, a dock, a few houses and saloons, and a 
handful of businesses. Though the dream of a thriving town and 

Woodland Place, East Palo Alto's first truly suburban development planned 
simultaneously as the nell' Dumbartol1 Railroad Bridge, circa 1910. COllrtesv 
Palo Alto Historical Association. 



Weeks Pouftr\' Rallcll. CO/lrres\, Berton Crandall ro Palo Alto His'orical Association, 

wharf at Ravenswood never materialized. the name Ravenswood 

continued to be used to identify the area well into the twentieth 

century. 

Cooley's Landing 

Lester Cooley arrived in California in 1859. and prospered in 

: gold fields of the Mother Lode country. After running a dairy 

in San Francisco, he resettled in Ravenswood in 1868. By 1878, 

he had assembled 400 acres which ran along Bay Road out to the 

San Francisco Bay. There he raised cattle and grain and estab

lished one of the best dairies in the area. The property also 

included the old Ravenswood wharf built by Isaiah Woods. He 

refurbished the wharf, which was known thereafter as "Cooley's 

Landing," for commercial use, and constructed a warehouse 

where the area's farmers could storc their grain. 

Woodland Place 

Sometime before 1907. the Port Palo Alto Land and Town 

Company acquired the Crow and Cooley ranches. The company 

envisioned transforming their holdings into an area of "busy 

factories and wharves and warehouses, bathhouses, casino, 

theatre, schools, churches. stores. shops ... " In 1907, their first 

step in developing the area was to subdivide the old Crow Ranch. 

which they renamed Woodland Place. It was to be built simulta

neously as the Dumbarton Railroad Bridge. This subdivision, 

which follows the contours of the area ill East Palo Alto that is 

\till known as Woodland Placc (but cxteJl(ling all the \Vay to the 

crcck). was planned ~IS all e\Clu.sll C suhurb~ln rcsidenti~t1 dIStrict 

II ith Unll'ersity Alcnuc ,11\),)tll1.':' llmlligh Ih L·cnlCr. \\'u()dl:tllli 

PlaL'c W;IS ncvcr dC\ clupcd ll) the l:\lClll Ih ()rlglll;!l()r, Illll:nLic',i. 

R Ullll \ Illeck 

l)c',','lllIlillg 111 1')I(1.I)C'''I'ic' 11,'1',' ,1i'~IIIIII(llil,' 1,~I'll),i1(\ \lll) 

,lIl'~1 11',)111 ~lll \1\c'l ll1l' I Ill:c" \i,ll," \L11:\ ,)1 Illl'lll 11.ld ,,','ll ,1,1, 

in agricultural newspapers or heard lectures or seen a float go by 

with a big banner advertising the agricultural colony of 

Runnymede, where anyone with a little money and a lot of 

motivation could come and make a living on one acre of land. 

Runnymede was founded in the East Palo Alto area in 1916 by 

Charles Weeks, a former Indiana farmer who combined entrepre

neurship with social vision. Also known as the Charles Weeks 

Poultry Colony after its founder, Runnymede once covered frolll 

Bay Road to the San Francisquito Creek, and from Cooley's 

Landing to Menalto. More than any previous phase of East Palo 

Alto's history, Runnymede has left a tangible imprint on the 

shape of the city as it is today. 

While there were many utopian experiments in the western 

United States during the late nineteenth and early twentietil 

centuries, most of these colonies have all but vanished. But in 

East Palo Alto, the buildings and farms that once gave tangible 

form to a utopian vision still lie at the city's heart. As a result. 

Runnymede's residual landscape, embedded in East Palo Alto, 

provides an important conduit to a much larger movement that 

gained momentum in the early twentieth century. This gives East 

Palo Alto a significant position not only in the history of the Bay 

Area but in the history of the western United States. 

Charles Weeks dreamed of a community consisting of inde

pendently-owned, one-acre farms whose members were drawn 

togethl'r through a shared approach to farming. communil:

"'Icilltics. and cooperativc marketing. He realized thal a SlICL'CSS

ful smalllwlding would requirc an abumbnl 1\ ater SlIPPI\. 

l:\cL'lknl soil. and proxilllitv lo urb;11l ilwrh.cl\, Thc' L~lsl I'~!I\) 

\ Iln Ill'c'J II II' Ilfeld 



One Acre and Independence in California, a /1U1gazine published by Charles 
Weeks to advertise his poultry colony, November 1922. Courtesy East Palo Alto 
Historical and Agricultural Society. Inscription reads: "10116/92 Gift to: Trevor 
Burrowes National Trust Conference Historical Society By: Charles Weeks, Ir. 
Born 4125119 Palo Alto, Calif. Charles Weeks Ir. .. 

Trumpeting the slogan, "One Acre and Independence," 
Charles Weeks promoted his vision widely through a variety of 
books, pamphlets, and articles, and he ran ads in periodicals that 
reached people throughout the country. He also published a 
monthly periodical called One Acre and Independence, and a 
local newspaper called Runnymede News. 

Within five years, Runnymede had attracted 1200 people 
drawn from all over the country, and it had become one of the 
largest poultry producers in the United States. When new 
colonists first arrived. they stayed in dormitories at Charles 
Weeks's own ranch to be trained in what Weeks modestly called 

the "Charles Weeks Poultry System." There, they sat on benches 
outdoors while they listened to their teacher outline how new 
scientific methods and efficiency engineering techniques could 
maximize farm output, and how combining community coopera
tion and individual enterprise could bring prosperity to everyone. 
At Weeks's ranch, they also received practical experience in 
intensive farming and poUltry raising. Many of them had never 
before done farming of any kind. With Weeks's training, they 
became more equipped to tum open fields of the East Palo Alto 
area into a checker board of intensively cultivated poUltry farms. 

Having come from a large Midwestern farm, Weeks remem
bered how lonely farm life could be when families were 
separated by vast tracts of land. For Runnymede, he envisioned a 
farming community that put neighbors as close to one another as 
if they were living in an ordinary suburb. To facilitate this, 
Runnymede's broad grid of unpaved streets was lined with long, 
narrow, one-acre lots, their short ends fronting the street. Though 
the lots were (and still are) extraordinarily deep, the width of 
their street frontages was similar to those in other modest 
suburban areas. With this layout, if a house had been constructed 
on every lot, a visitor walking down one of Runnymede's streets 
might have thought she or he was in an ordinary suburban 
neighborhood. 

Among the most distinctive features of East Palo Alto's 
historic landscape are the tankhouses erected adjacent to 
Runnymede's original "garden homes." Charles Weeks believed 
that one of the most important keys to independence was an 
abundant, low-cost water supply. As he explained, "Indepen
dence as regards water is of the highest importance for the 
California farmer and the very essential of success." Tankhouses, 
many of which survive today, provided the center of each small 
farm's irrigation system. They are sturdy two-story structures 
that are rectilinear or slightly tapered in outline. During 
Runnymede's peak, their heavy framing, enclosed and reinforced 
with a protective siding, supported an elevated water tank resting 
on a platform that was slightly arched to allow for rainwater run
off. The elevated reservoirs, most of which were left exposed, 
provided a gravity induced pressure system for the farm family's 
needs. Similar tankhouses are still sprinkled throughout the Santa 
Clara Valley stretching down to Gilroy, south of San Jose. 

A variety of factors contributed to Runnymede's demise by the 
1930s. From the very beginning, the colony's land sold quickly, 
but there was also considerable turnover in property. Some 
people remained for no more than a year. Some of this may have 



been due to people finding life and work in Runnymede less 
idyllic than they had anticipated, but it is also likely that some 
people were simply speculating in real estate. In 1919, The 
Runnymede News commented on how easy it was to sell 
Runnymede's farms, but warned that proper.y values were going 
up and that he or she who sells now may never be able to buy 
back into the colony. The sale of Runnymede properties report
edly accelerated in the 1930s. In 1958, Collis Steere, who had 
held land in East Palo Alto since 1926, recalled that, "The 
poUltry ranches began dying at the same time Bayshore [High
way 101] was built. The highway raised land values so it didn't 
pay to keep ranches." Charles Weeks departure from the colony 
may also have contributed to its demise. In the early 1920s, 
Weeks attention wandered from Runnymede to a new colony, 
named Owensmouth, which he established near Los Angeles. 
Sometime between 1921 and 1923 he left Runnymede, and a 
man named Edwin S. Williams was listed in the city directory as 

lroprietor of the Weeks Poultry Ranch in Palo Alto. It is 
1 .... Ay that the loss of its dynamic leader disturbed Runnymede's 
equilibriuf!l. In 1921, the cooperative Runnymede Poultry Farms, 
Tn.:::. went into liquidation and a longtime Palo Alto resident, W. 
O. Rorabin purchased the community warehouse on the railroad 
spur. The independent water supply that started out to be such an 
important component in the Charles Weeks Poultry System, grew 
less and less dependable. Gradually, salt water reportedly seeped 
into the wells, poisoning the chickens, and a local well-driller 
could no longer guarantee sweet water in Runnymede-area wells. 

Highway 101 
Highway 101, also known as Bayshore, began as a four-lane 

highway designed to supplement El Camino Real, which was 
already overloaded with automobile traffic by 1914. Construc
tion commenced at 10: lOon September 11, 1924, on the 
highway that was expected to "forever crash 'the bottleneck' that 
has so long curbed peninsula development ... " As its construc
tion progressed from San Francisco southward, peninsula 
communities held festive ceremonies and hailed it for the growth 
and economic development they expected it would bring. 

East Palo Alto's residents saw the benefits of improved motor 
transportation, but they were also apprehensive about the 
possible problems caused by a highway plunging through their 
cf''l1munity. Early on, there was some discussion about routing 

along Middlefield Road in Palo Alto. Both Palo Altans and 
East Palo Altans objected, urging instead that the highway be 
constructed to the east rather than through a populated section of 

Palo Alto. But East Palo Alto also wanted to avoid having their 
own community bisected. In 1923 and 1926, the Ravenswood 
Chamber of Commerce passed resolutions urging that the 
highway be routed as close to the bay as possible. Despite the 
Chan:ber of Commerce's efforts, by 1932 Highway 101 cut right 
through East Palo Alto, dividing it in two. 

Floriculture 
The period from the late 1930s through the 19508 was the 

heyday of flower-growing in East Palo Alto. During the first half 
of the twentieth century, the raising of chrysanthemums, violets, 
carnations, and lilies was San Mateo County's largest industry. 
Refrigerated "flower trains" transported the blooms grown in 
portions of Colma, Belmont, Redwood CitY and East Palo Alto 
back to Eastern markets. 

At its peak, the business was dominated by Italian, and 
especially by Japanese-American families who built rows of long 
greenhouses on their properties. Many smaller mom-and-pop 
operations (mostly Japanese), filled in scattered lots in the former 
Runnymede colony. 

The numbers of Japanese in East Palo Alto grew in the 1930s 
and 1940s, save for the period of war-time internment from 1942 
to 1945. Most, if not all, of East Palo Alto's population of 
Japanese-Americans were part of a group of 144 sent from Palo 
Alto to the war-time internment camp at Heart Mountain, 
Wyoming, in May 1942. Following their humiliating war-time 
experience, many returned to the area. Some experienced a new 
level of prosperity, becoming land and business owners. In 1948, 
for example, four Japanese families had opened florist shops or 
nurseries on Bayshore Highway. By 1954, eighteen nurseries 
existed in East Palo Alto, and twenty were located there in 1957, 
the great majority owned by Japanese-American families. East 
Palo Alto possessed during the 1950s, one of the largest remain
ing concentrations of agricultural enterprises on the San 
Francisco Peninsula. The success of these flower-growing 
businesses continued well into the 1970s when, many of the 
older growers began to die off, and their children, many of them 
college educated, did not take up the family businesses. 

Desegregation and Incorporation 
In the Fall of 1954, William A. Bailey and his family became 

the first African-Americans to move into East Palo Alto's new 
Palo Alto Gardens subdivision. They may, in fact, have been the 
first black family to move into East Palo Alto after World War II. 
The Baileys' arrival on the 150 block of Wisteria Drive touched 



University Village Shopping Center's name was changed to Nairobi Village in the 
late 1960s, when locals wanted to revitalize the area. The center was demolished 
in 1989. Photograph by Ken Yimm, Palo Alto Times. Courtesy Palo Alto 
Historical Association. 

off bitter protests from the white property owners nearby. One 
hundred twenty-five neighborhood residents attended the usually 
placid meeting of the Palo Alto Gardens Improvement Associa
tion on November 29, 1954 to voice their outrage over the fact 
that a black family had moved into their neighborhood. Neigh
bors pooled their money and offered Bailey $3750 to move out 
of Palo Alto Gardens. Bailey chose not to move, and was 
supported by such local organizations as the Palo Alto Fair Play 
Council, the N.A.A.C.P., the South Palo Alto Democratic Club, 
and the First Methodist Church of Palo Alto. Reportedly, when 
Bailey refused to leave, twenty percent of his Euro-American 
neighbors on Wisteria Drive put their houses on the market and 
departed. 

As increasing numbers of African-Americans settled in East 
Palo Alto, the area became more isolated and more dependent 
upon nearby communities. Several events contributed to this. 
Though the widening of Highway 101 eased the flow of traffic 
moving along the peninsula's main high-speed artery, it also 
deepened the psychological and economic chasm separating East 
Palo Alto from its affluent western neighbors. During this period, 
East Palo Alto was the only city on the peninsula that had most 
of its land 'sandwiched between Highway 101 and the Bay. It is 
possible that its relatively isolated position, its preexisting 
separateness, made it a particularly desirable site for real estate 
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interests to target for block-busting, African-American reloca
tion, and ultimately - segregation. 

University Village Shopping Center, erected at the comer of 
Bay Road and University Avenue, operated for a number of years 
'vith a large grocery store as its anchor tena~t. Gradual dilapida
tion befell the enterprise during the 1960s and 1970s. Its name 
was changed to Nairobi Village to suggest a new attitude of 
community spirit, but stores continued to vacate the develop
ment. By 1982, only two businesses remained at Nairobi. It was 
demolished in 1989. 

East Palo Alto gained a measure of governmental autonomy by 
the late 1960s. In the wake of civil unrest in Watts and elsewhere 
across the United States, San Mateo County's Board of Supervi
sors realized that East Palo Alto's largely African-American 
population wanted and needed more self-government. An elected 
board of five members, called the East Palo Alto Municipal 
Council, was set up in 1967. San Mateo County continued to 
exert control over East Palo Alto's internal affairs, but the 
Municipal Council was widely seen as a step toward the ultimate 
incorporation of the area. 

On June 7, 1983, an East Palo Alto incorporation initiative 
finally passed by a fifteen vote margin. Lawsuits waged in the 
courts between 1983-1987 over the incorporation vote exacer
bated rancor in the community. California's Supreme Court 
decided on the validity of East Palo Alto's incorporation vote 
finally in 1986 and 1987, throwing out the anti-incorporationist 
lawsuits. 

A Multicultural Community 
In 1993 East Palo Alto was able to celebrate ten years of 

cityhood. During the previous two decades, the city's demo
graphics had changed considerably. The arrival of Latinos and 
Pacific Islanders shifted East Palo Alto's ethnic balance, and the 
new populations began to leave their own mark on East Palo 
Alto's landscape. Recently, African-Americans, (most notably 
the members of the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural 
Society) have spearheaded a community garden movement, with 
Charles Weeks's vision for Runnymede as its historical anchor 
- a new vision for revitalized future. 

Abridged from The City of East Palo Alto Historic Resources 
Inventory: Significant Historic Structures and Places, chapters 

4-6 (reprinted with permission). 



CULTURAL PRESERVATION 

East Palo Alto Historical 
and Agricultural Society 

East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society (EPA HAS) 
is a multi-faceted organization which fosters sustainable develop
ment through land and historic preservation, urban agriculture, 
and ecologically sound urban planning. 

EPA HAS, founded in 1990, aims to celebrate the strengths of 
the local community, the beauty and fertility of its land, and 
diversity and talent of its people and its rich history. The people 
of EPA HAS believe that land-based businesses are a good 
starting place for immediate economic regeneration. They also 
work with the city to ensure that the mainstream development it 
seeks is responsive to the needs of the community to preserve its 
essential character as well as adequate open space. 

Despite its reputation for crime, East Palo Alto has a wealth of 
agricultural, human and historical resources that make it a rich 
bed of potential. The Charles Weeks Poultry Colony is a neigh
borhood which abounds with all these resources. Also known as 
Runnymede, the Charles Weeks Poultry Colony was created in 
·916 as a utopian agricultural community and an idyllic alterna
,Lve to urbanized industrial life. As Runnymede declined with the 
Depression, new immigrants succeeded the utopians and main
tained agriculture in the 300 acre neighborhood up to the present 
time. 

Trevor Burrowes. 
Executive Director of 
East Palo Alto 
Historical and 
Agricultural Society 
(EPA HAS) giving a 
tour of an organic 
community garden. 
1993. Photograph by 
Yvonne Jacobson. 
Courtesy California 
History Center 
Foundation. 
Stock/meir Libran 

Archive. 

The Weeks neighborhood was passed over in the Silicon 
Valley development boom and this has helped to preserve its 
large home lots, historic buildings, open space and farming 
enterprises. Many rural African Americans moved up from the 
south during the 1950's ane 60's and in recent years an influx of 
Latinos and Pacific Islanders have added to the cultural diversity 
and pool of agricultural skills to be found in the neighborhood. 

In its attempts to bring about a renaissance of the East Palo 
Alto heritage, EPA HAS focuses on the Weeks Poultry Colony 
neighborhood which has enormous potential to become a model 
sustainable community. It is conceivable for East Palo Alto to 
become the "ORGANIC PRODUCE CAPITAL of the BAY 
AREA," as well as a major center of the region's history. 

The main program areas for EPA HAS are to create, sponsor, 
promote and direct backyard gardens, mini-farms, community 
gardens, and East Palo Alto's new Certified Farmer's Market. 
The farmers' market, funded by the Peninsula Community 
Foundation, is an attempt to create pride in the city and demon
strate that urban agriculture is a viable economic resource. All 
sellers are from East Palo Alto or are growing produce here. 

The community garden has also been a great success. Over 
twenty lOO-square-foot beds are shared by mostly low-income 
members of the community. Twelve are used as demonstration 
market beds by EPA HAS. Neighboring children who played in 
this formerly garbage-strewn lot now participate in the garden, 
within a supportive atmosphere. 

CAL TRANS has funded a tree planting project. This project 
involves planting approximately 1,250 trees in East Palo Alto 
and East-of-Bayshore Menlo Park. EPA HAS also advocates for 
the preservation and care of trees. 

EPA HAS continues to provide advocacy and free consulta
tion, particularly within the 300-acre Charles Weeks Poultry 
Colony neighborhood, a remnant of an early twentieth-century 
utopian agricultural community. 

For more information about EPA HAS call (415) 329-0294. 

Reprinted/rom membership brochure with permission. 
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PIONEER PROFILE 

Faces of the Foundation (part three) 

Some "pioneering people" have put a great deal of time and 
effort into the California History Center and Foundation over the 
course of the last twenty-five years. The CHCF is grateful to 
each individual mentioned in this three-part series and the many 
more not mentioned. 

The current President of the Board of Trustees and three 
former presidents who are currently serving on the board share 
their views here. 

Yvonne Jacobson, a board member since 1984, has served as 
president of the CHCF Board of Trustees from 1987 until 1989. 
She has published fiction, poetry, articles, photographs, book 
reviews, and her 1985 book Passing Farms: Enduring Values, 
California s Santa Clara Valley. 

Jacobson explains that the board has tried to accommodate the 
extraordinary change in the history center's relationship with the 
college, primarily by creative new ways to raise funds and 
different approaches to teaching courses. She also identifies a 
need for increasingly active board members to "roll up their 
sleeves and work" to pick up where the college leaves off. 

While acknowledging that the last few years have been a "dark 
period" for the center, she is happy she has been involved with 
history center people and has found the work rewarding. As for 
the future, Jacobson sees the prospect of interdisciplinary study, 
undertaken by the CHCF as the California Studies program, 
promises a very vibrant future. 

Ward Winslow, former managing editor of the Peninsula 
Times Tribune and currently running his Palo Alto-based writing 
service has served on the CHCF board since 1984 and was 
president from 1989 until 1992. Among others, Winslow's 
publications include co-authoring Palo Alto: A Centennial 
History (1993) and his own Pages From a Palo Alto Editor's 
Scrapbook. 

Winslow is concerned about some of the changes he has 
noticed in the last ten years, namely the need to bolster finances 
and the loss of 
membership. Never
theless, he continues 
to be impressed by the 
quality of the publica
tions and exhibits, as 
well as the staff 

12 

Yl'{IlIl1e Jacobson Ward Winsloll' 

members who generate fresh ideas despite their shrinking 
numbers. He sees the California Studies program as an exciting 
way to bring in more diverse groups of the population and create 
a forum for discussion that does not often happen. Winslow notes 
with appreciation the recognition given the center by De Anza 
College President Martha Kanter. 

Roy Roberts also joined the CHCF Board of Trustees in 1984 
and his term as president was from 1992 to 1994. An Arkansas 
native and electrical engineer by profession, Roberts has a 
number of publications to his name and three patents in the field 
of microwave electronics. He has an interest in preserving early 
technical history of Silicon Valley. 

Roberts finds the most significant change at the CHCF to be 
the decrease in funding from the college and the resulting 
decrease in the number of courses offered by the history center. 
He notes with optimism, however, the new role the center will 
play through the California Studies program. He contends that 
De Anza College administrators see the center as an academic 
arm as well as a link with the larger community. Roberts feels the. 
CHCF is well on its way to achieving its new goals. 

Although a relative newcomer to the CHCF board serving since 
1991, Bill Lester is the current president. An investment property 
manager, he has degrees in biology and botany, and he has been 
an instructor of wilderness field study classes for UCSC. 

The most dramatic change that Lester has observed is the 
downsizing of the college budget and shift in student fee struc
ture which has impacted the number of staff people at the history 
center as well as the number of courses offered. The CHCF board 
members have had to focus their efforts, raise more money, and 
determine which programs are most important to the members. 

The result of the last couple of years is a rejuvenated board 
that seeks to expand the library as well as make its data more 
accessible. The CHCF, like many non-profits, needs to seek 
more funding, perhaps in partnership with businesses. Lester 
hopes the emerging California Studies program has the capacity 

Rov RoberTS Bill Lester 

to entice a younger, 
larger audience 
because it entails a 
wider range of 
historic and contem
porary California 
topics. 



FOUNDATION NOTES 

Upcoming Events 

Volunteers 
Keep the following dates open for events for volunteers: 
March 10: Brown bag lunch and program celebrating 

Women's History Month. 
April 19: Volunteers' Tea 
Apri117-21 National Volunteer Week 
For more infonnation on these events contact Dee Liotta at (408) 
864-8712. Pick up a copy of The Volunteer Voice, the newsletter 
for the volunteers of the CHCF. It recaps recent happenings at the 
center and gives information on upcoming events. 

Women's History Month 
Brown-bag lunch on March 10. Speaker Mary Jo Ignoffo will 
discuss her research on Laura Thane Whipple's role in the 
establishment of Moffett Field. 

Reminder: 
h 16, 7 p.m. meeting to discuss classes and programming. 

See full description on pg. 4. 

Game Day 
Saturday, May 20, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Test your knowledge 
of California's history and compete with team members in the 
CHCF's version of "trivial pursuits!" Even if you don't have 
time to "brush up~' on people, places and dates, join the good fun 
as the CHCF wraps up its membership drive for the year. Lunch 
is available for a nominal fee. David Howard-Pitney is chairper
son for this event. Invitations to follow. See you there! 

Ken Bruce Retirement 
Thursday, June 1,7:00 to 10:00 p.m. What a combination! A 
retirement party for longtime De Anza College History Instructor 
Ken Bruce AND a benefit for the CHCF. A dessert and coffee 
reception will be held at the center to say thank you and good 
luck to our very good friend. A $25 donation is requested. RSVP 
to (408) 864-8712. 

De Anza Day 
Sunday, June 11. During De Anza College's 1995 open house 
and day of entertainment, good food and fun the CHCF will hold 
it fiual used-book sale from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Used 
bvv,,-s are donated by the community and proceeds benefit the 
center's Stocklmeir Library and Archive. 

Event Re-cap 

Holiday Party 
The 1994 holiday party at the history center was an open house 
on December 2. Delicious hors
d'oeuvres were accompanied by very 
talented De Anza student musicians 
under the direction of Instructor Bob 
Farrington. The event was well 
attended and an enjoyable entree into 
the holiday season. 

CHC's 1994 Christmas tree - the last real 
tree. De Anza College has stipulated that real 
Christmas trees may nol be ill allY college 
buildings due to fire hazard. 

Th;~~Strikes'a ,. 
New Member ....... _ .... _ 

Was 

The CHeF Board 
on February 24 wel
The baseball theme 
the Ken Bums lecture 
was a special tribute 
former major league 
longtime De Anza Col-

Ed Bressoud 

coming new members. 
gathering preceded 
at Flint Center. There 
to Ed Bressoud, 

baseball player and 
lege baseball coach. 



Library News 

New this fall on the shelves of the Stocklmeir 
Library are the following books: 

Californian Catholicism by Kay Alexander (Vol. I of The 
Religious Contours of California) 

California s Architectural Frontier: Style and Tradition in the 
Nineteenth Century by Harold Kirker 

The Castros of Soquel by Ronald Powell 

Citizen 13660 by Mine Okubo 

Competing Visions of Paradise: The California Experience of 
19th Century American Sectarianism by John K. Simmons and 
Brian Wilson (Vol. m of The Religious Contours of California) 

Early Naturalists in the Far West by Roland H. Alden and John 
D.Ifft 

Flutes of Fire: Essays on California Indian Languages by 
Leanne Hinton 

Fruit of the Valley by California artists and writers of the San 
; Qaquin Valley 

The Health Seekers of Southern Cr::lfornia. 1870-1900 by John 
E. Baur 

History Outreach: Pr~grams for Museums, Historical Organiza
tions, and flr;fl;:;emic History Departments edited by J. D. Britton 

and !)iane F. Britton 

loe lowell of Namaqualand: The Story of a Modern-day Pioneer 
by Phyllis Jowell (Ask about our connection with this book!) 

Kinenhi: Reflections on Tule Lake 

Life on the Edge: A Guide to California s Endangered Natural 
Resources: Wildlife 

A List of California Nurseries and Their Catalogues 1850-1900 

by Thomas A. Brown 

New Deal Adobe: The Civilian Conservation Corps and the 
Reconstruction of Mission La Purisima 1934-1942 

Newcomers and Nomads in California by William T. Cross and 

Dorothy Embry Cross 

Open to the Public: A Guide to the Museums of Northern 
California by Charlene Akers 

Pages from a Palo Alto Editor's Scrapbook by Ward Winslow 
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Parks of Palo Alto by the Palo Alto Historical Association (from 

The Tall Tree, Vol. V, No. 1, October 1983) 

Pat lacobsens Collectors Guide to Fruit Crate Labels by 
Thomas Patrick Jacobsen 

Pilgrim Progression: The Protestant Experience in California by 
Eldon G. Ernst with Douglas Firth Anderson (Vol. II of The 
Religious Contours of California) 

Sentinels of Love: Rural Churches of California by Bette R. 

Millis and Jeanne Mord 

Struggle and Success: An Anthology of the Italian Immigrant 
Experience in California edited by Paola A. Sensi-Isolani and 

Phylis Cancilla Martinelli 

Tahoe: An Environmental History by Douglas H. Strong 

A Walk Through History: Women of Palo Alto by Margaret R. 

Feuer and Courtney Clements 

The Water Seekers by Remi A. Nadeau 

Wide Places in the California Roads by David W. Kean, Vol. 1: 

Southern California Counties 

Wide Places in the California Roads by David W. Kean, VoL 2: 

The Mountain Counties 

A Wild Flower by Any Other Name: Sketches of Pioneer Natural
ists Who Named Our Western Plants by Karen B. Nilsson 

Volunteer Nancy Bratman and Librarian Lisa Christiansen in the library: 1994. 



Donors of Special Gifts 

Joseph & Doris Adamo 
Rena Frabony-DeHart 

Marion & Bob Grimm 
Stella B. Gross Charitable Trust 
Doni Hubbard 

Yvonne Jacobson 
Barbara Jobe 

Brenda & Henry KIehn 
Hazel Lester 

William Lester III 
Barbara Rogers 

Robert Smithwick 
Ward Winslow 

Matching Grants 
Cirrus Logic 

Varian Associates Inc. 

The California History Center Foundation (CHCF), 
established to support preservation and edllcaltiOll~fforts 
state and regional history, is celebrating its silver ., .... : m· I1VPT_ 

sary year in 1994-95. Your tax..<Jeductible CO[ltrit>Utiou. 
supports services not funded by De A~ coueg~e;'l~'e:the 

Louis Stockln::.eir Regional tfistory Library and /Ul;;mve. 

i.Qr~ IiIstory Studies book series, and a rotatiJng¢~~bit 
program. The current exhibit, on display tf. '·T ",,,,,,h"IUmIP 

Silver Anniversary ~Golden 
showcasirlg'ihe 25~y~ history 

Center Foundation and its partnership with the 
Anza Community College District. 

A good way to increase your gift to the CHCF is through 

employer matching gift programs. Many times your 
donation or membership is doubled through a contribution 

by your employer. Check with your company becau~e the 
CHCF qualifies as an educational institution. 

New Members 

Supporter 
Barbara A. Jobe 

Family 
Robin Amundson & Family 

Individuals 
Elizabeth Archambeault. Ed Bressoud, Mr. & Mrs. Bill Cilker, Mr. & Mrs. 
George Cilker, Larry Cohen, Daniel Cornford, Linda Craig, Bernadine Chuck 
Fong, Conrad Heintzelman, Dick Henning, Bea Hubbard, Sven Jensen, Leonard 
Koppett. Mike Malone, Bill Mead, Betty Normandin, Julia O'Keefe, Don Perata, 
Sam Reeves, Pat Smith, John Waters 

Renewing Members 
Colleague 
Gladys Stocklmeir 

Sponsor 
loseph & Doris Adamo, Ernest & Marion Card, Burrel Leonard, Hazel Lester, 
Deanna & loe Liotta, Michael Mahoney, John L. & Clysta Seney McLemore. 
Lester Tikvica, Margaret E. Wozniak 

Supporter 
Bruce & Lynn Bowen, Alfred P. Chasuk. Stephen & Judy Ehrat. Gertrude Frank, 
Phillip Grasser, Elliott & Tille Hinely, Carl E. Jones, Martha Kanter, Ruth & 
Luther Kolarik, Elizabeth Petersen, John T. Smithson, Kurt & Barbara Voester 

Family 
Robert & Patricia Brown, Marianne & Bjame Dahl, Don & Rosalyn Frolich, Paul 
& Maria Griffiths, James & Colleen Hunts, Donald & June Ladd, Edward & 
Joanne Preston, Nicholas Rokitiansky, Bill & Roz Schwartz 

Individual 
Brian Barclay, c.J. Bocchieri, Jim Cochrane, Alice M. Corboline, Howard 
Desart, Kathryn Donahue, Jean Farran, Joel Franks, Virginia Frazier, Helen 
Guida, Merlyn S. Howell, Bill Helfman, Mary 10 Ignoffo, Maureen Kelley, Leslie 
Masunaga, Mrs. Robert Moore, Letizia Picchetti, David Schutt. Frankie Sexton, 
Marie Smith, Miriam Stelling, Zee Tieger, Paul Trimble, Evelyn Turkus, Lillian 
Wurzel 

Errata: 
The credit line on the photograph of the Garden Theatre 
entrance on page 4 of the last issue of the Californian 
was mistakenly omitted. The photograph was taken by 
Jenny Brookshire. 
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ONEACRE & INDEPENDENCE 
The Newsletter o/the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society 

VoL 2, Issue 1 Spring 1994 

"/ believe that the best platform for the highest development of 
man, physIcally, mentally and morally is in his own garden. " 
- Charles Weeks, founder of the Weeks Poultry Colony 

EPA-HAS Moves to 1923 University Avenue EPA's "Community COp" 

This is our fust newsletter since we 
moved our office to East Palo Alto! We 
are now at 1923 University Avenue, in 
1he one-block commercial strip west of 
Highway 101. It feels good to be here. 
We share space with Plugged In which 
is a computer learning center for youth. 
University Avenuehasavarietyofplaces 
to eat, severnl nonprofit organizations, 
and lots of human scaled small busi
nesses. It is a place where you run into 
people who are making a difference in 
1he city, where you feel1he flavor of our 
multi-cu1tural community. Through 1he 

'llerosity of friends, we have a good 
oasic work sitUation and 1he confidence 
1hatwewill soon be equipped wi1hall the 
other good fuings we need.We were se
riously hampered, however, by having 
to move our office twice during a period 
of just over two months. This has set us 
back greatly and we are badly behind in 
ourgrantwriting and ftmd-raising efforts. 

Sprucing up: L. Fran90is and T. Burrowes 
standing by new sidewalk and tree grate installed 
by your next door neighbor, SLR Archectics. 

Your membership contributions 
would be very helpful to us at this time. 
We are also including a Wish List in this 
newsletter. Please be as generous as you 
can.The new year promises to be one of 
solid progress. Now that we have expe
rience, we will open the Fanners' Market 
on a bigger scale. We will greatly im
prove our market gardening operations, 
complete a major video script, and work 
with the city to promote the planning ofan 
innovative, sustainable East Palo Alto. 

Welcome to City Staft! 
We welcome two new staffmembers 

tothe City: OurnewCity Manager, Gerry 
Groomes, has already distinguished him
self as a consummate professional, as 
well as a caring, considerate human be
ing. William Howard has taken off two 
years from his position as head of the 
Planning Department at Cal Poly to over
haul East Palo Alto's General Plan, and 

has brought significant skills 
and resources with him. EPA
HAS looks forward to a pro
ductive working relationship 
with both of these outstanding 
gentlemen. 

EPA-HAS New Board 
Members: The East Palo Alto 
Historical & Agricultural Soci
ety is proud to announce five 
new board members: Foster 
Cuny, Jeanne English, Rebekah 
Finer, Aretha Lawrence, and 
Zalika Sykes. 1his is an excep
tional group of people and we 
look fOIWard to their help to 
guide EPA-HAS toward greater 
service to our city! 

- by Susan Perkins 

After receiving a grant from the 
Guggenheim Foundation, the East Palo 
Alto Police Department developed a 
"Community Cop" position. Russ 
Thwman, who has been assigned this 
position, is responsible for "building re
lationships wi1h 1he community, meet
ing the people who reside in it, and 
demonstrating that cops are people just 
like everyone else." 

Russ walks the streets on a daily 
basis, stoppingto chat and converse with 
the citizens ofEast Palo Alto. Heknows 
many of them by name and makes a 
point to greet them whenever he con
verses with them. Because he is so well 
respected, the residents often have to 
wait 1heirtum in orderto chat with him. 
In the long run this can only improve 
relations between the people and the 
police. 

Originally, a policeman walked his 
neighborhood beat interacting with the 
same citizens on a daily basis. When 
officers began driving patrol cars with . 
radios, they interacted with their beat 
less and less. The 911 system resulted in 
even less interaction with the local citi
zens. Russ Thurman doesnotacceptthis 
transformation. 

After doing extensive research into 
the effectiveness of "Community Cops" 
Thwman compiled crime statistics from 
four areas of East Palo Alto. From the 
results, Russ decided to focus on an area 
that was "one block by six blocks in 
dimension and that included 172 resi
dences and a nice park. " By walking the 
streets and biking through his neighbor-

continued page 3 



"C 'ty C " . ommunl op contmued 

hoods, Russ has made progress in uniting 
the community.This unification has al
ready led to an overall decrease in crime 
in the neighborhood and the number of 
calls to 911 has lessened by over fifty 
percent. 

Thunnan believes that yet another 
way to unite the community is through a 
cleaner physical environment. Russ has 
made a huge effort to improve the 
neighborbood'sappearance.Throughthe 
various clean-up efforts which he has 
organized, East Palo Alto area looks like 
a brand new town. Says Russ: ''the mo
mentum is there and now we just have to 
keep the ball rolling. " 

................ ; ... ' ...... . 
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Become an EPA-HAS Member! 
EPA HAS needs the support of the 

East Palo Alto community in order to 
continue its work. Our membership base 
is one of the ways we demonstrate the 
importance of our work when we talk to 
potential funders. Please consider making 
a donation NOW. Thanks! 

Letter from Kenya 

Thomasyne Lightfoot Wilson visited George E. Kinyanjui in Kenya, and told him about 
East Palo Alto and EPA-HAS's work. Mr. Kinyanjui responded with a letter to EPA-HI> r 

describing agricutural activities near Nairobi: 

"We overlook the Great Rift Valley and escarpment. We are 8000 ft. above the 
sea level. Our climate is moderate ... Coffoe is grown within 16 miles from Nairobi 
as the climate is hotter. Afabulous tea plantation is within the reach of20-25 miles 
from City Centre. We produce coffoe, 
pineapple, bananas, sweet potatoes, 
grains, yams, cassava, etc. on the east-
ern side. Large scale farms for wheat 
and grains are Within the reach of 100 
miles. ''My sincere encouragement to 
your members for them to folly make 
use of any portion ofland or space they 
possess by inserting any compost, ma
nure or organic material. Where there 
is power with God, everything is pos
sible ... I very much want to meet you 
andyour members in person, andifyou 
all can, please come to Nairobi. " -
P.O. Box 176, Matathia, Kenya 

Special Mention 
• Peter Evans, Director, EPA SanitaIy 

District, for extensive WOlf< prepar
ing site for the Fanner's Market. 

• BF! for donating dumpsters used in 
the clean-up of the community gar
den lots. 

• Menlo Park Fire Department for vol
untary help of the clean-up of com
munity garden lots. 

• A big WELCOME to Hem Hall, just 
back from the U. C. Santa CmzAgro
Ecology Program. 

• Banana Office Systems (415) 325-
7700 fordo~ghelp to repair copier. 

This Charles Weeks Poultry Colony tank house 
has been donated to EPA HAS by its owner, 
David Rages. We need a volunteer or affordable 
house mover to move it to land which is leased 
by EPA HAS. We also need volunteer builders 
to restore it. 

EPA-HAS Wish List 

,------------------------1 
I EPA HAS Membership Form 

We need: seeds, garden tools, organic 
compost, work clothing, microwave 
oven, coffee maker, money, a 3-hole 
paper punch, FAX machine, small re
frigerator, MAC Plus, etc. and time! 

I Name: 
IAddre-s-s-:--------------------------------------
I City, Zip: 
IPhone:~H-:~(~)----~W=-:~(~)------------------

I 
I Annual dues: 0$5 0 $10 0 $20 0 $50 0 Other $ 

'I want to support the work of EPA HAS in building a sustainable community by 
Ipreserving agricultural lands, open space, and the historical and cultural traditions of 

lEast Palo Alto. 

I Signature: Date: I ------------------

One Acre and Independence is a produc
tion of EPA HAS, P.O. Box 51504, East 
Palo Alto, CA 94303,4151329-0294, with 
support from the National Park Service, 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assitance 
Program. 

Editor: Olivia de Haullville 

Et Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society (EPA-HAS 

lO~ox =04, Ea~alo Alt~CA 94303 ~4':'=') -=9-0294 _______ -.J 

Photos: Martha Crusius, Lorraine Davi r 

Printed by: Prodigy Press - (415) 494-02. 
The name: "One Acre& Independence" is 
borrowed from the Charles Weeks Poultry 
Colony Publication of the same name. 
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OUR RURAL HERITAGE 
Leroy Musgraves, Farmer, Artist, Teacher- by Gregory Garvin 

"The future is going to be the fanner, 
the teacher, and the artist "These words 
exemplify both the life 

California and a Wallace Stegner Fel
lowship at Stanford University, Leroy 

believes that artists 
make a valuable con
tribution to society: 
"Farmer, soil -
Teacher, plant - Art
ist, people. The artist 
is a historian." By 
writing down both re
ality and non-reality 
in a creative form, 
artists preserve the 
thoughts and the be
liefs of a time period 
for later generations. 

and the beliefs of Leroy 
Musgraves. Through
out his life, Leroy has 
practiced, written about, 
and taught the art of 
fanning. Because of this 
experience, he con
cludes: "in the future, 
there will be no other 
way for people to sur
vive." The current em
phasis on technology, 
which produces toxic 
waste that pollutes our 
land, water, air, and our 
food, can only be rem
edied by a return to or
ganic fanning. 

Leroy Musgraves tends the cab
bage plants in his East Palo Alto 
Mini-farm, 

Teacher: Leroy 
combined his love of 
farming and his quest 
to educate by teach
ing mini-farming at 

Farmer: "Every living thing is a 
'umer directly or indirectly." Leroy be

rieves that we all have an influence on the 
land. "We used to become compost or 
nutrient when we died; now, we become 
formaldehyde!" These convictions, as 
well as much of Mr. Musgraves' profi
ciency in fanning, are rooted in his child
hood in Arkansas. The son of a sharecrop
per and the grandson of a landowner, 
Leroy learned to farm at the sprouting age 
offour. His lessons include the planting 
of root crops such as potatoes, turnips, 
and carrots when the moon is waning, and 
above-ground crops-including all greens 
and grains-when the moon is waxing. 
However, over the years he has come to 
believe in the rule, "if you plant it in 
healthy soil and nurture it, it will grow. " 

Artist: In order to pass on his farm
ing experience, Leroy has written four 
novels, one of which is planned for pub
lishing this year, Leroy's artistic ability 
reaches over to his creative \\ Titing, ",:hich 
~ms from his inheritance of a rich oral 

uadition, He has received fellowships 
from the Dorland Mountain Colony of 
Poets, Painters, and Writers In Soutl1ern 

Willow Oaks Elementary School, 
Ravenswood, and Cesar Chavez, in San 
Francisco. He sees his work as a way of 
"getting to children and teaching them 
how to get along with each other, " This 
is accomplished by teaching children 
how to care for their plants. This lesson 
in respect then carries over to their 
fellow classmates. Leroy plans to teach 
for a while longer and then turn his 
classes overto someone who will spend 
all his or her time teaching: "All they will do 
and all they will want to do is teach. " 

Now, Mr. Musgraves spends his 
time trying to raise money to buy the 
acre ofland which he has been fanning 
these last two years in East Palo Alto. 
Currently he lives in Palo Alto, but he 
wants to move "because of the positive 
energy level and the diversity of East 
Palo Alto The people are diverse both 
racially, culturally and economic
ally Diversity is what the future is." 
And, of course, East Palo Alto is also 
where the land is No other town in the 
Mid-Penmsulahas managed to sustain, 
to such an extent, the farming roots that 
Leroy \1usgravcs loves 

Farmers Market, Garden: 
Plans for a New Season 

With expenence under our belt, EPA 
HAS hopes to open the East Palo Alto 
Farmers Market for a second season. 
The market will again focus on East 
Palo Alto growers. This year, how
ever, growers will not need to go 
through a state certification process to 
sell their produce. This system will 
provide more flexible options for local 
gardeners. 

EPA HAS also has a program to 
help you start a garden and grow pro
duce for the market. Our Community 
Growers gardening program will again 
be double-digging garden beds on Sat
urday mornings, with priority given to 
people who want to grow for the mar
ket. A 100 square foot bed can provide 
nutritious food for your family, with 
extra that you can sell at the Fanners 
Market. 

We expect these changes to lead to 
more produce at the market, and greater 
variety for the customers (who, we 
hope, will include you!). Call the EPA 
HAS office formore information about 
the Farmers Market. Call Doug Burck 
(325-6634) for infonnation about 
double-dug garden beds. 

Gardener'5 Tips 
Organic Garden Insect Repellent 
Grind 1 clove garlic, 3 cayenne pep
pers and 1 onion; add 114 oz soap 
plus enough water to blend Let this 
mixturesitfor 3t04days. Add2parts 
water for every one part of this mix. 

Yeast Solution For Slugs 
Mix 3 packets of yeast with 3 table
spoons sugar. Add J 12 quart water, 
mix and JXJUr into empty tin cans. Dig 
these into the earth near your be
loved plant leaving jUst' the rim to 
emerge above earth-level 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Soil and Soul, EPA-HAS Video: 

EPA -HAS has received a grant from 
the Califomia Council for the Hu
manities to produce a video on the rich 
history of East Palo Alto entitled Soil 
and Soul - using history to create the 
future. If you have access to any of the 
following, please contact the Project 
Coordinator, Stephenie Smith, at (415) 
324-1303 . Your assistance will be 
greatly appreciated. 

- Photographs (will be reproduc~d with care and 

returned to you). 

- Your personal story to tell. Your family's life in 

East Palo Alto. Any tidbit of history . If you ever 

lived in EPA, you have a story to tell. 
- Artifacts - farming equipment, pottery, quilts, 

etc. to donate or allow to be photographed. 

- Artwork or music. 
- Tapes of speeches, home movies. 

• Underground Railroad Emancipa
tion Day: EPA HAS is participating 
with Shule Mandela Academy in its 
10th annual Underground Railroad 
Fmancipation Day acknowledging M
rican American history. An all-day 
affair February 27. Call Shule at 327-
5848 for information. 

• Tree Planting: EPA HAS is planting 
trees again. Over 350 trees have been 
planted by conununitypeopleanddedi
cated friends. Please call Jeri at 329-
8771. 

• Free at Last: "Free at Last," a com
munity recovery and rehabilitation cen-

terhasopenedat 1946 University Ave. 
A big EPA HAS congratulations to 
you . 

• Community Organizer: EPA HAS 
and Urban Ecology have submitted a 
grant proposal to fund community or
ganizing and planning within the 
Weeks Poultry Colony area Iffunded, 
we will be looking to hire a locally
based community organizerlplanner. 
If you are interested, please contact 
Paul Okamoto, Urban Ecology, 4151 
788-2118. 

• Special Friend Program: 
Ravenswood City School District has 
a Special Friend program that is in its 
second year of operation at Belle Ha
ven and Willow Oaks schools. The 
program uses District-trained com
munity para-professionals working 

with students in non-directive activity 
sessions (play and assisted conver~ 
tion). The program provides a SpeciaI 
Friend to assist students through minor 
adjustments and difficulties so that 
they can grow and flourish. For more 
information please contact: Ralph.. 
Howe at 329-2859. 

• Plugged In: Our mission is to bring 
technology to children from low-in
come communities. We run programs 
at our site in East Palo Alto, For more 
info: 322-1134. 

• Clean Up: The EPA Police Depart
ment is conducting a neighborhood 
clean up progrnm February 26-27, 
March 26-27, Apri130 and May 1. For 
more info, call Officer Peter Nwokolo 
at 853-3144 or 519-0615. 

The 1993 Summit on Regional Economic Issues. From left to right - Robert Beyer, Executive 
Director, EPA Redevelopment Agency; Ruben Abrica, Director, Ravenswood City School Dis!. 
Board; Trevor Burrowes, President EPA-HAS; Assemblywoman, Jackie Speir, 19th AD; Assembly
man Byron Sher, 21 st AD; EPA Mayor, Sharifa Wilson 
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urbanized people. Still, the more opporumities there are to sat7 

isfy one's daily needs locally, the closer the community comes 

to the ideal. VVhen many walking-based communities are effec

tively linked together by public transit (and pedestrian and bike 

paths), and when each community supports a wide range of 

activities, the potential for structuring varied, complex and sat

isfying lives without being dependent on cars is high. 

Preservation of and access to significant natural areas. Part of 

the motivation for preserving and regenerating natural areas 

within or near sustainable communities is that such environ

ments are among the places to which people want access in 

their everyday lives. But underlying the whole concept of sus

tainable communities is the understanding that we humans are 

part of the larger web of natural systems, and that our contin

ued healthy survival depends also on the healthy survival of the 

"living earth." In general, the larger the geographic area 

encompassed in a sustainable development, the more complex 

and the more prominent are the provisions for protecting and 

enhancing natural systems. 

Phalen Village 

Phalen Village covers a smaller area than does the St. Vrncent's 

proposal, but it uses the same set of strategies, in much the 

same ways, toward achieving sustainability. The primary differ

ence between these two projects is that while the physical con

text for St. Vincent's is primarily land, plants, animals and 

water, with a secondary (though important) overlay of existing 

buildings, the Phalen Village context is primarily artifacts -

buildings, roads, parking lots, utility systems - with a sec

ondary (though, again, very important) set of existing "natural" 

systems. In both cases, the objective is the same: to bring the 

complex of human and non-human systems into an ecological

ly balanced relationship. 

Haymount 

Again we see the same basic set of strategies, but this time in a 

project that is on its way toward full implementation. Besides 

that fact, distinguishing in itself, two things are especially 

notable about this project. First, an immense effort has been 

made here to understand the precise characteristics of the 

existing site, and to devise management systems for future use 

of the site that will not only preserve but strengthen the site as 

a support system for healthy life of all kinds - including, for 

example, a combination of "sequence batch technology, 

advanced tertiary treatment, and constructed wetlands, to pro

duce discharge water cleaner than that which is withdrawn 

from the river"; storm water management with "constructed 

PAL 0 A L TO. CAL I f 

Weeks neighborhood, a 300-acre site in the heart 

of East Palo Alto, is a grid of very large blocks sub

divided into predominantly one-acre lots. The soils 

are deep, water is abundant and the microclimate 

is very favorable for agriculture. Historically, these 

lots were the basis of an early twentieth-century 

utopian agricultural community; later, they were 

owned by families who successfully operated truck 

farms and flower growing businesses. 

Contemporary East Palo Alto, including Weeks 

neighborhood, "embodies the urban crisb condI

tions facing the nation today: poverty, racial ten

sion, crime, drugs, disrupted families, unemploy

ment, a decaying urban infrastructure and a lack of 

affordable housing." This project, a joint effort by 

public agencies, foundations and community 

groups, hopes to ameliorate those crisis conditions 

by rejuvenating the agricultural economy that once 

thrived here - and is still very evident - by provid

ing both a sense of identity and a livelihood for the 

existing multi-ethnic, low-income residents. The 

objective is to establish Weeks neighborhood as "a 

green village within the city," with its own local ser

vices, new housing of many kinds and a variety of 

local transportation options. 

Project team: 

Paul Okamoto (Urban Ecology), Trevor Burrowes 

(East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society), 

Martha Crusius (National Park Service, Rivers and 

Trails Conservation Assistance Program) 

PLACES 9:3 
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East P.A. to tally architectural treasures 
By SUE HUTCHISON 
Mm-ury News Staff Wnter 

Architectural history buff Trevor Burrowes was 
delivering newspapers in Atherton 10 years ago 
when he was struck by the unlikely similarity be
tween the Lindenwood area there and his home
town, East Palo Alto. 

"Some of the large lots in East Palo Alto have the 
same rural quality as the Lindenwood proper
ty." Burrowes said. "There's that sense of natural 
landscaping and things (growing) wild." 

To find out more about his dty's architectural 
treasures, Burrowes two Years ago founded the 
East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society 
(EPAHAS). And this month, the group was awarded 

Jewish cer 

'What we are doing will show 
the city leadership what the 
resources are. , 

an $8,425 grant from the Peninsula Community 
Foundation to commission a historic architectural 
survey of East Palo Alto. The grant will be adminis· 
tered through the San Mateo County Historical As·· 
sodation 

"East Palo Alto has an incredible agricultural 
history." Burrowes said. "What we are doing will 

show the dty leadership whal the resources are, 
and they will know (which pmperty and buildings) 
to protect." . 

The San Mateo County HistOrlcal .-\ssociation has 
hired two Stanford UniverSlt \' archItectural histori
ans to make a list of the most sl~J1Ificant buildings 
in the city. 

Mitch Postel, director uf the hIstorical associa
tion, said the group anticipates that GO buildings, 
along with photographs, maps and a description of 
their history, will make the list by the time the 
survey is completed next fall 

According to Burrowes. East Palo Alto is an im
portant landmark because It W<LS the site of one of 
the Little Land utopian agricultural developments, 

founded in the early 20th century. Poultr\ 1:,' I', , 
Charles Weeks joined the colony in WIG it.' p,", 
an agricultllral movement dedicated 1<1 " 

sufficiency 

"The area on three blocks of Runnvmedl' >. 
(near) Cooley is Interesting," Burrowes S<lIc1 
parts of Garden and Myrtle (streets) are ai", 
interesting. " 

Postel said It was Burrowes' drive that ". " 
survey grant - "most towns that wanted 
something like thIS would have to pay fnr " 
selves" - and the effort may play an ""I" ",.," 

See HISTORl', /",,). 



.S.::'I).\I\II' 1':o.:pl'lldllUre 0)' tne cny 
1)1' ~tttll\\'\'alt' to remove a chunk 
"r cOIln:l'l.e from a parking ga
I'agi', when I was rudely inter
rupted by the pressing need to 
fih~ incOIl'le taxes. 

!\s this fairy tale goes, the Sun
l1\"yal<, Town Center mall will be
c("lI1e the new home for the Moun
lain VICW .r.c. Penney store some
Illne in early October. With com
pany Ci>n1l11g, the center is doing a 
little sprucing up, and the city ap
pears I() be joining in to at least 
lhi' lum' of $40K to $50K. 

III C;lSt:' vou are not familiar 
Wit h I he 1;\<\11, it's located about 
tl:1(, (':1,' block from the nearest 
[Ilam street, Mathilda Avenue, 
-"nci qUite a few blocks from ei· 
L her I he ('('ntral Expressway or 
El (';\1r1 I rw Heal Ea..,';y freeway ac· 
',\'~_'" 1:-: ;11Ort' lllan a mile away, 
;'tw loclt\()n is a retailer's worst 
n l!.l h i rn a fI' 

.. \ report til the city council 
"",cd tll"l ,);Lssing motorists "are 
rn ... quently !lot aware that there is 

.-,'" ",r n"'Ql0nal mall. Potential 

,--\ 1 _______ 

O'NEN WHETZEL 

couple of hundred yards away. 
What will spending up to $50,O()() 
to remove Ihis overhang accom
plish? 

Liltll' If anything. Not c,'erO'
body looking for the center will 
be standing on the corner as we 
are. Most people will be zipping 
down Mathilda at 35 mph. This 
means that drivers will need to 
take a pilow-flash look between 
the bank buildings, then up the 
ramp, gaze past the parking ga
rage [0 the distant second-story 
entrance to the mall and the cen
ter's sign - again, all while trav· 
e1ing at 35 mph. (Attention, math 
whizzes: At 35 mph, how many 
seconds elapse in about 120 feet, 
the approximate width of the to
tal view") 

t<--'"~~t~~~~Jl"I'I<I-;-;'.-,}.--,:- -, I ~f\\ 1\\ I L~~ -Ji/~;~j I lw L_::!.i1c-2:::J .,,' .'. I ',- .. '___' ... ' ~ ___ " ~ ,',. ""·.~·,b,, Vc<~~<'-4'+ '~R- ',"'\'. 
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Tools called works o'f art 
Craftsmanship 
to be discussed 
.. TOOLS 
from Page 1 
carpentry, blacksmithing, cabi
netry and miler disciplines. The 
touls on display include woud
working planes, drills, saws, vises 
and awls dating back to the 
1850s 

"The 1""ls themselves are 
works of an," said Adams, who 
studied to be a carpenter and ma
chinist bdore attending the Cali
fornia Institute of Technology in 
Pasadena "There's a finish and 

East P.A. 
will survey 
architecture 
III HISTORY 
frampage 1 

role in East Palo Alto's futur,' 
"East Palo Alto is go"" 

through some major change. 
Postel said. "We're going to h,;'" 

to step up to the plate and I, 
civic leaders know what theLI I, 
sources are. 

Burrowes said the city's m'" 
historically significant propl'ri' 
may be threatened more by SC:l: 

tered residential developrner: 
than by the large-scale build",. 
projects that are on the dra WLi' i 

board. "The way developers Stll' 

divide those lots and buLid II:· 
biggest houses possible is totall\ 
out of keeping with the way th,,·. 
were designed," he said. 

But Burrowes is confident til,,: 
a series of forums EPA HAS pia,,' 
to offer after the historical 11'1 
will motivate residents to prou',·! 
the city's architectural history 

"The acronym EPA HAS is n,,1 
an accident," Burrowes said. "\1, 
arc trying to (communicate) til,,' 
this city really has somell1111: 
sp('cial wunh saving It's nol Iii" 
an empty vflIrl .. 



Charles Wuks 

ROOTED IN THE PAST 
On tlJeir one-acre farm in EaA Palo Alto, tbe Curry famiLy Livu out a utopian dream ellvuwlle() in tbe early 1900.1 

I I was 1Y16, and Charles Weeks. a poullry farmer 

. 
H'lIh (J ~'islOn, CQme to the sunny little lown of 
Hm't'nswood on the shore of San Francisco Bay to 

I dl1hlnh his dream_ (l colony oj heavily cultivated one~ 
,Ie !(' }nr",,\ through w/llch a Jilrf1lt'r could .'iUpport his 
l<1nlIlv, andfosler a qualitv of life superior to rhal of the 
IndIJ.HTlalized cJlies 

Weeks named his 600-acre enclave Runnymede. after 
rhe Eng!ish meadow rhar wilnessed rhe signing of the 
Magna Cana, Elaboraring on his morro. "One Acre and 
Independence." Weeks declared: "/ believe that the 
hlghesr independence of which Man is capable can be 
had In a lillie garden, intenSively culrivated. where nei
rher wage earning nor rhe hiring of help enslave." 

U/l J picasant, U-cc-ll/lccJ hlock oj [aSI PaJo Ali,,' s Bell 
\UCCI. In the hcan uf \\;ccks' old poulLry colony, one 
!111·h {Ill' CUrTY J;11Tl11\ ., l\ilchwur\... Farlll, a r:lfl1;-.haeUc 
",n (lJ p!;:ll"C ;-.t:i h3C~ a I (V. ! ,lrd;:. ! rom the street 

t)n .111 L '\harx:J aLrc 01 lentle Lmd. Wllh Lhelf anlfnah 
dlld mini-orchard. lhe Currys have carved out for thcm
\(ivt";\ hucohc Ide \),.')111.11, 1f1ICrC'llogly. IS a~ progrc\
\I\C .1\ II 1\ rctrnsrxC1I\(' !'!lCIr '(){h-slyle emrhaSl\ on 

by MonIca Hayde • photographs by Karen C. Hanner 

CCnfer, Lolfte und her dad, Foster Curry, milk one of 
Ihe famtly '5 goalS on rneir one-acre farm In East Palo 
A flO. Ahove. fresh hens' and ducks' eggs in the Curry 
famlly's kitchen 

sustainability. efliciency and communtly would havc 
made Wecks proud. 

On thc other side of the freeway from the Silicon VJJlcv 
communities that lost their agrarian hl5tone\ to the clevel 
opmenl boum of the last few decades. WSI PaJo Allo It", 
quietly kept much of its unique agricullural heriwge, es· 
pecially in the arca of Weeks' old poultry colony, roughl" 
a quaner of modem-day East Palo Alto. Here. many resi
dents still grow a few crops on Iheir long narrow 101\ 
Some have goats and chickens. 0.0. Sims slill hiLS three 
horses on his acre just down the road from the Currys 

But as developers now cas I their eyes to the relauvc
Iy inexpensive. slill-undeveloped land in East PaJo Alin, 
families like the Currys arc an eyer-diminishing breed 

On all sides of their little farm, "for salc" "gn, hJ\'C 
sprouleo like the com and bC3J1\ thai once grc\\ there 
Leroy Musgraves, the much-lo\"cd lo,,-',J! !;;lfdcnlfl,\~ 
teacher who culllv{1lcd {j on(-JCll' pill! ujrc(\:~ hchi:hl 
the Currys, wa~ recently JI":;f1I~J(cJ ilom h!'! fUllCJ :,I~ld 

when the owner deCided 10 sell Mcarn"hlic, (ul-Jc-\.ll.'\ / 
of rfc-fah. salmon-rink how,es h;jvc qUickly rcrl;\u:d 
many of' the Weeki-era hrrnhllu\c\. \\ !Ih Illt'lf qU;iin: 

~l!tachcd w~l!cr tower\ 



':1'1" 

"" \f' 

While many welcomc the idca of dcvclorrnCll1 
111 E(I'\1 Pa.lo Allo----a.nd the much-needed l;p:: h,I"C 
1\ "",!II hflflg--nlhcrli worry ;dH1Ul whal \"'111 he 
i(l\1 

I(/hh/I.\ ond {'roln (HI [I'," "11'11 ';,'f'" 

1I('1\·.\{I'J/f'r '-(JUl' A( ! /' jl,'!I"!,''','' " 
fJ()!It'fll of I'llil III ul !,!( \\ I' 

", 'I!nt! I,! 

1\\', ('III h I \ '\l,'1 ( :11: \ )( 11111'<1 : II~' III ;,1111 II! IiI! "i \, 

1 ,I": 1'.1.<, \ :1, I Ii:,,;, ':" .,: ,1;1(1 '\)':;\ iii 11:; ,Ii ,\", 1\'1, 1,,'\/; ., .'/'1, . 

! ]'.\ 1(·\", .1 \',1,,'''11.1:1 (1IIi, 1]1l11 (11":11 11'/1 ",'\' 

jll~;:I\!l',! .I',! r~JIl \1\ ,Il< LIIII.)I"IIl !1<11I1 I Jt'\lll 

i -\ li OIl J', ("" \\. h 1,-l1 I" ~ I 1:: 1: III i i " ,i 1 L 1 11\) I c· \ \ II~ .111 

,It .lillll: ,I n(\~ \ <\:I~;ll\lllil\ liIO,!;:i tIll 1-:1,,-\ )',ill 

·\(11,,'\ ill',\!i( ,III UI\1;1!\ .!/::!:I!I.\ll Idc.d h:I\(ll ,\\', 

\111.111 ll()!lll'\. Llrgc I"ll 1\ of 1:11 II I ,lfid d ~{1!l1/1l;1 

h(lf""!(I\l .. \ f!ll;n :Ii(' P,I\1 h;r !\ I()-_u\(";] IH] Ille !1I 

lure 

'nun \\i;,;ij{i it,' 

\fUrI 

h )\1([ CUrI't 111\ \~ 

I\~,~ \..~llld!l·\1 I (liil( 
'1\ Ihl. 



ed III the past 

':','... ,n~','i ,;.1,,,, 

• < j ... , 'L ~ \ '! ~,) I' "" di, h.: .111 ,.! 

';<11,: tl! ;!,l j \ n:,'\ (.r: 

'k'!l\l'" l:lltll IOl' [fl'l'" III [),,'11 h,k ~ 

.:.d!'L'1 1 il ,,:1 l',l.:.t-: ... i<J! \IJ1i,L!~ tIT,'.!'" 

,.1,:-, ,1 "Ii,,: ,11,:.1' ;:lCli\h .Ilh: 

.. ;:1, \.1 :nl' tl.\Li. J\ .... 1i f '" 

\1\1' 

-"lui [\1.\1 )I.:..1f\, t>l'IllfC the chllJren 
'n. hl~lcr anD :-":JflCY lived III an 
:~ Hailer on UlClf olle-acre 10(' tryIng 

\It, iIClher lo ~lllc 1Il E.:l.'\! Palo Alto· .......... 
.... h{Ju~:-, UO\l,:n fru/ll Nancy's motil-
',,' ahrnJd for d few ycar:-. 
tfll":y \.aW a da.\\lt"lcJ ad Jor a ··t!OU\C 

which waS to be Jcmoli~hcJ to 
,. tur the Shurehnc hU~lnc\:-, P,lft. III 

\'Lev., they JC"':H.kJ thcy undd,,'! 
•• ,J de..!l IIfl J !V2lh J;.JlInlluu,c v. Ill! ,I 

;!Il'~ II,H} tllcll :1L'V. hUlIle llll)\ cd lIt 

. \i[, , [ll,il v. .1\ I (I \ 1..".11:-. dgll 

,I: ttlt") Ie C\I • .ddJ. ... lll·J IIIl Edl \lJCC!. 

. HlWlJll.J:AJ to ~Laylllg Su OIlW;.uJ·J.JlJ· 

:!c.nL.i1liY hCll': 

't' Oil tht: 50-<1'c.aJ plan," h)\lCr \JY, 

',d~ "Wt: ha ..... e a Ul't.: Ulat won'Levell 

j,H l-ILIlIIHJl!! ufllLl (hell .. 

I;"t'rd U'iIIJUXn llJt' uj)nLI' lal1.(' Iht' 

, }'l'.w-r, COfl/('nlnl('ni. come5Jir.H frum 

'l.1 f7U..l1r.s ill own em'JronmenJ Tht' 
,:nrr whll has 5JXnl 011 her .tour·score 
r./r Ll/li'(,.'irraJ htJfnt'. wrroUJ1.l.iLJ k Ilh (1 

" "t"·Xt'lI.;..!JII'J. h<rne's. VLIlt'.\, Iri'n (JIh/ 

,:.,nj.' \/nIjJ{e tli.llurul II/I' ft'UflflX 

UIX (I1rt' rl(-/) I/i lht' Iill I' ,,{ 

.. '1..;, I, r'·'dil.r.\ ~Jd {flO:,}.I. I,,' 

CIII('f Siorr 

"/,i\ /1,.\1 !I \\ /\,iurl/ 

\,llf(',/ ",\ 11I1I1/hJlt·,]:(I fill' 

! he ("\Hly\ alC 11tH .1hk to "CJrn a cumlon· 
,dlk III'ln)! jrll/ll 'II lIllie a:-. nile Aue 01 
I .llld," <1\ \I/ce "'<> put II ;,dl!l{)~t a cenlury ago. 
hh[(! \l.lld,;-..,J. ... ,I \\lflware proJcct m;'Hldger at 
t :111':" III Sail Jo,e The Llrm, at least al thl~ 

!"lIrlt, l~ lllore of J hohhy thall anYlhIng-al
lho\l);h the fJllltly dllJ toy with the idea oj 
'l.JIlIII!-! J P[{)k~\HH1.tl d.llry afler FO~lcr wa~ 
!.IIJ ()J I ;1 lew y(;tf~ ago 

lh :>.clllllg IrulI and Lgg~ .11 1~K:JJ Llflll~n,' 
111.11 ~({., .!lld C.lUIl]; Illu(h ()j v.hal lhcy Pf\)
,Ju\.L. {he f;.JJ1uly Ju:-.t ;Ihnu( hrcab LV L !} on lhc 
\.lffll 

HUl IhL Curry) arel\'t plaYing urban fanner 
lor the fll1anclal rewards 

"What we ulInk I~ most Important," says Fos
ter "-, he dnnls a steaming cup of goats' milk 
hot chocolate at the kitchen wble, "is that the 
~iJs ic.1m annul huilding something from noth
Ing Oil a farm. the kjds sec firsthand the prn
ce", 01 Ide and death, (they) learn how to take 
C3Ie of tJungs, they learn responsibility for life." 

"I lJt'lu'\'t' Ih,,;! t'vt'ry (hdd should huve lht' 

111"111(' pr/l'dcKt' ofgrU'r'dIlK up It I {hI! pure (.lIr, 
Iln.jl'( fht' hfut' 5~ \, III {he .\u/l,\hlllt' ufa Ueau 
;1!I.i (;{UJt'11 J/nOlt" - Ch.uln \Vt'I'1.:.\, lY]7 

"Look' We have baby rolbblts," says Devon, 
holding a s.quinning gray bunny. 

A nod of baby chickens and a couple of 
IIlcJdlcsome Juvenile goals round out the re
(elll aJJIlIOil." to the ever-growing animal pop
ulation aL the Palchwork Farm. so named, says 
h)~lCr, "because things are patched together, 
a_nJ Il'S a 101 of work ... 

In aJowon to dnnk.mg goalS' milk. and cat· 
Ing Iresh eggs, the Currys shear the sheep for 
their wool (which the family has been sloring 
HI VIC garage for yca.nr---waiLing until they can 
fllld wne to try uut their new spinnulg whc.cl) 
(kC:L'>H1I1Jlly, thl'Y h,lVC ~()HlC 01 lhL gnats and 
I..I1:.:kem <;laughtcrcJ lor j[}uJ 

:'\,J{ tl!\l'\ III 1,\,1,1,' It',,":!'I', tl" 

dJll.!:"CU ...I ~lI,.!hk .,Ll\. ~ ,II l~"di Il:\k~ \\ III, II 

Ill)"'" decorate l11l· h,ll..~ (II;J 11\lllt-: [lhlll] ~(Jl;~h 

More thall <J ~uurcc 01 loud. \1.(101 or q!~"" 

thuugh, liIe Curry'~ wclJ-C.lH,:d-lIH rllCIl,Jf~crJL 

I~ a ~\lUrLe of intere ... t ;.mJ flill lor llClghhlH 

hood fnclllh and ~ch{)t)l ChUlll\ C!lJldrLIl Ill) 

ficlJ (flPS frum Lj~t J>,ti() J\!l()'~ Alw-u:1l1fll.." 

school ShulL MandeLl ;\c!(Jcmy h.lVL comc 10 

the farm on :-,cvcral O(CJ:,III11\, anJ h)~jcr lld:" 

been known to give bU;ll Ilulkillg, k~~um tu 
nelghhnrhooJ klJ~ 

It i~ Un:.. klnJ t)J UlIlIlCl"\I\l!l II) thelT LUll)· 

lllUflllY lhallllL CUrl) !.IJ!lIh \,illll"" dh\J\( t1i 
lllo.,t all eht.: 

"LIVing 011 a L.JIlil {luI 111 llll' fllH,ldk (II 

fluwtiLle wuulun'( hI..' Ull': ,.HIlL.' !\Jfll..'y .... .1):
"AIlJ, I don't know, sumc uf Llic:-.c I~O!ilILJ 

places are nO{ ex.actly tolerant of ulvcrsHY." 

Diversity, Thal'!l cxacLly what Foster and 
Nancy love about East Palo Alto, sp"ulically 
their neighborhO<X.1. which FO!lter says IS a [a:-.
cinaling mix. of hlacks, whiles, Asians. Hi~· 
panics and Pacific islander;., 

"I tJunk Ea5t Palo Alto, 10 re>pc<:tlO dlve""),, 
is 30 yean; ahead of allier ciucs III Cali/um," and 
the counLry," Foster s.ays "If you tJunk ilbout II. 

East Palo Alto is the future uJ Caldomll.l at t:lff,:(, 

anJ If the city COll\lIlueS to handle uung:" lh)(,'\/l'l 

lo~ Ie. cultural ul y cr\J1y ;lIld It;-.. agnculllJl.d 1m 
lury a.nu geL"; lhrough :-'<HllC ul !l~ gr()Wlflg ]\.1111., . 

II cuulJ tx:. a mood for ule IUlure for lhe rc:-.l \II 
the StalC, and some pam of the coumry," 

This view on dlvcrsily IS one oplfllon thaI 
Weels-insulated 10 IllS all,white pOUltry 
colony-probably would not have shanxI wIlh 
lhe Currys, According to Trevor Burrowes. lhc 
founder of EPA-l-iAS who gives regular lOur;.. of 
t.hc city's agnculwraJ landmarks in hl:\ old Peu
geot, some members of the E.,ast Palo AllU CUIll
munity fCSCntthc aucmp! to keep alive the agrar· 
ian ideals of <! man whose "utnpian" dream was 
nut nccessanly open to lho~ who weren't while. 

"But that wa~ another IIIne," Burrowe~ 
~Jys. "Exclu~!()11 was practiced hy lTIilny Pl'\)

pk. t;vt.:rywherL Ju~{ becau~e J 1ll~1!l h,IlJ 

Vlew~ t!J.J{ we uo nOl aglce wHh Iluv.dt.h),." 

Tw() kids of play' Lollu' and (l frl.l~\ \{/1lI:~. 

,I', (J(J I frO/I(' If/ flit' gOOf I)t'li 

fly lhe late lY20s, us lhe Ut:f)fe~.\ll!/1 :"",,:' 
lOli on rrwny of fhe furmers, Wab' 11.':1":, 

once lhe largest in the country, h(,~uJ! :0 1:(' 

cline. Weeks had left RWVlymeJe uruWlrj I',~' \ 
Co sian a new colony o!smalf fu.nnf n('(Jr /./1\ 

Angeles, and a1Jhough he ("tin/(' bwk {II 1.0,1: 

Palo ALto perwdicalfy, hIS colon) LIIU:lifl : 

Jeem 10 funuion us smoolhly us ... ·hell Ill' "" (J, 

a permanent resaienl, Squabbles hr:IWt'I'!! ;ht' 

Runnymede lnhabiIants aru:l th()u .... ·ho Ii q',: 

1fI (he surrounding RtJ.\,ienswood t'sca/(JIcJ ill; 
stvt'ru{ ali-our feuds, unJ thf' rw() c(lmm:1!: 
lit',\ Wf'ft: never ahle In work fugt'liJr'f If I \",,' 

locol problenlJ. 13\ Iht' nlla . tIJI. ~\.I "; 

(O/(JIIY had dl.<;i>wuj{'li • 





-
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A breath 
of life for 
landmarks 
Tim Pryor 
PENlNSlJLA TIMt:S Tkllll·.'.,· 

Thanks to one lllstonans 
persistence, East Palo Alto 
will conduct a historic archI
tectural survey that could 
provide information needed 
to protect the city's historic 
structures from demolition. 

The San Mateo Count\ 
Historical Association n' 
ceived a $8,425 grallt fl'lll11 

The Peninsula COI1l111Ulllt\' 
Foundation for the prcJjI'ct 
The histoncal aSSOCICltJOll·::' 
director Mitch Postel say·" 
it's because of East Palo Al
to's Trevor Burrowes' well
organized effort to bring the 
survey to his city 

JOE MELENA I PENlNSULA TIMES TRIBUNE 

A survey of East Palo Alto's historic 
structures is likely to include about 50 sites, 

. "Burrowes has expressed 
interest for several vears," 
Postel said, 

Burrowes' Interest III Iii\.' 

history of East Palo Alto gal':' 

including this water tower on Myrtle Street. 

back to 1985. Since then, he has 
explored its past through the East 
Palo Alto Arts and Culture Com
mission and the East Palo Alto 
Agricultural and Historical Soci
ety, which he helped found t\\'o 
years ago. 

The San Mateo County Histori
cal Association expects some 50 
buildings to make the final list
ing, which will include each edi
fice's history, their architectural 
descriptions, photographs of 
them and maps with their loca· 
tions. 

Most noteworthy among them 
may be one of the six former Little 
Lal1ds utopian developments. 
which was founded on a concept 
of agricultural self-sufficiency. 
Poultry Farmer Charles Weeks 
developed 600 acres of his land in-

Prospects brighten 
to the colony in 1916. motivated 
by the idea of self-sufficiency. ac
cording to Palo Alto Librarian 
Steve Staigner. 

Staigner said that. given the 
growth and development of Palo 
Alto, East Palo Alto may not be 
far behind, "In Palo Alto, it lIould 
be difficult to build on more than 
two plots ofland," he said. "But in 
East Palo Alto, that's still a 
threat." 

Burrowes believes that up to a 
half of the city's structures that 
were more than 50 years old al
ready have been destroyed or al· 
tered, 

lf the survey's partlcipant~ 
comprised of Stanford arch nee 
tural historians as \I.'ell as student 
and community volunteers. rec 
ognize certain structures as h lS 

torically significant, it doesn't 
mean they will be protected nee 
essarily 
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'-.JJ), Sims keeps Betsy and his other horses on his son's one-acre lot on Green Street in East Palo Alto, 

East Palo Alto's rural history 
II HUTCHISON 
,from Page 1 B 

~nd other vegetables in their 
yards, The historical and agricul
tural society also has planted S('\'

eral community gardens in an ef
fort to encourage residents "to 
get back to the land," Burrowes 
said, 

"The Weeks (farms) are a won
derful way to look at alternative 
development," Burrowes said. 
"You're using land as a resource, 
and not just to mark something, 
The houses here are small, and 
it's in the back yards where this 
land really comes alive, 

"People in town don't even 
know that what they've got is 
valuable," Burrowes said. "For so 
long, it's been hammered into 
.' oi r heads that nothing in East 

o Alto is worth anything," 
Robert Garcia, 73, whose farrll

ly moved to the city in 1921, is 
one of a few residents whom the 
agrIcultural society videotaped 
gl vll1g an oral history of the city 
1'h, \\<'II-c:lIggll1g company Gar-

'.1; \1\'1' -,1 ,{!"It,d 10....; <-;{!!1 In (11)"":'1 

SUE HUTCHISON 
Today On The Peninsula 

before the 1950s, when post-war 
development began. 

"There were a Jot of dairy 
farms, and many people did a lit
tle farming on the side, It was 
very peaceful, and there was no 
crime," Garcia said. "But even 
then it wasn't like Palo Alto. Palo 
Alto was kind of snobbish. Once, 
they wanted to park their gar
bage trucks in East Palo Alto," 

Burrowes laments that the in
feriority complex that has long 
been festering in East Palo Alto 
has led to cul-de-sac develop
ments of large houses "t.hat 0('
--:. t r I) \. 1 III' 1 III I'; ~! )! \" , 1 I 'I" "!! 1 rl 

ditions on the backs of houses 
that are out of sight from the 
street and still leave plenty of 
Lind .. 

"These houses threaten the 
area more than the large develop
ments that are planned," Bur
rowes said as he drove past the 
newly constructed Mandela Es
tates on Runnymede Street. 
"There is no room to work on 
your land. The house is just a big 
status symbol. 

"There's no scale and humility 
to them, like the (Weeks era) 
houses," he said. "I don't know 
what kind of vulgar person would 
live in that kind of house." 



.;..;, ___ __ ......... ~I ~ I.Ut'ld 
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Trevor Burrowes, founder of the East Palo Alto Historical and Agricultural Society, sits in front of a Weeks era house on Garden Street 

Remnants ofE. Palo Alto's rural past 

WHEN Trevor Burrowes 
drives down Universi
ty Avenue, across the 

)rder that starkly divides East 
i.lo Alto from Palo Alto, he 
mally feels a twinge of sad-
~SS. 

But it's not the astonishing 
ntrast between poverty and 
fluenC€ that brings him down, 
"Palo Alto is so dull and 
1id," Burrowes sighed Mon-
y as he drove past shady, 
illicured lawns. "It's too con
)lled, It just doesn't have the 
)rance of East Palo Alto." 
For Burrowes, vibrance trans
es to open spaces and rustic 
lts of things past. He doesn't 
~ East Palo Alto's tiny houses 
large ramshackle lots as 
ns of a suburban ghetto. He 
's them as a rare example of 
agricultural u(.Qpia that 

SUE HUTCHISON ..................................................... 

Today On The Peninsula 

flourished at the turn of the cen
tury, when garages housed trac
tors and most residents had 
their own corn crop, , 

Two years ago, Burrowes 
founded the East Palo Alto His
torical and Agricultural Society, 
which, to the uninitiated, 
seemed like a contradiction in 

terms, But Burrowes has 
worked to dust off the city's of
ten-overiooked rural history 
and preserve its acres of wild 
and overgrown farmland for 
contemporary uses, 

The group celebrated its first 
major victory in April when it 
was awarded an $8,425 grant to 
conduct an architectural survey 
of the city, 

Burrowes, who studied art 
and architecture at Yale Univer
sity, became fascinated with 
East Palo Alto's history when 
he learned that poultry farmer 
Charles Weeks founded a Little 
Land agricultural colony there 
in 1916. The Little Land farms 
were part of an agricultural 
movement dedicated to self
sufficiency. 

"Now here's a lovely piece of 
nlral land," Burrowes said as he 
drove past a tree-shrouded field 

on Green Street. "There's a Hells 
Angels church in there. There 
have been times when the place 
is crawling with bikers." 

"People use the space in dif
ferent ways," Burrowes said, 
pointing to a flat-roofed two
story farmhouse, "The bottom 
of that building is a Tongan 
church, and people live on the 
floor above," 

Burrowes lived in East Palo 
Alto for 20 years, and seems to 
know just about everyone ther(' 
He also knows every corn crib, 
water tower and fallow field in 
town. "!t's funny, but the only 
reason these things are still here 
is due to neglect." 

Some of the Little Land chicJ',,;.--
houses, which used to defin(' . 
property boundaries, are still 
standing in East Palo Alto, and 
many residents still grow corn 

See HUTCHISON, Page 611 
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Trevor Burrowes stands before one of East Palo Alto's many historical buildings that he and others are trying to preserve, 

East Palo Alto prizes its rich past 
y DALE MARTIN 

EI\ST PALO ALTO - East 
dlo Alto IS a city with a past 
ld lOCal preservationists 
all to dnve thal'point home 
lW Ihilt " illSTOrical survey is 
Jr111 

Frl .Jll Uhlone bunal site 
a utopian poultry colony, 
jst Palo Alto has its own 
:h history that advocates 
luld like to see preserved, 
'('v are hoping the East Palo 
'r, I Iisioric Fes(]urccs 

Finished survey a tool to' save it 
for future preservation, 

"It's a very important 
building block in terms of 
identifying the resources of 
the community and creating a 
plan that will use (them) 
wisely," said Trevor 
Burrowes, executive director 
of the East Palo Alto 
Historical and Agricultural 
Society, which assisted in the 
survey. "If we don't know the 
\'alue of wh,if \I't' h,lvl', IV(' 

preserving it." 
Burrowes, who has a 

background in fine arts and 
architecture, was 
lI1strumental in preservIng 
many of JamaIca's 
19th-century bulldings before 
he started documenting East 
Palo Alto's architectural 
history in the mid-1980s, 

He also helped persuade 
the county's HL';toric 
P('\r)l!I'C~'<'" i\~~\·)··.,{)r'. J~:':li' 1 !" 

was financed through d gralll 
from the Pen insu la 
Community FUlltJ 

The survey has hec()ll1e ,.Ii 
the more cruCIal c,lllce Dldn)' 

of the cIty's remiJlI1lllg 
histOrical structure" are 
smack In the pathway (Jf 
redevel opmen t ~ ~pec IllCa I iy 
the city's Gateway J UJ 
proJect, a regIOnal shOPPIng 
center city officials hope lI'ill 
proVlde the spnngnoard for' 
East Palo Alto's economic 



East Palo Alto 
Continued from Page One 

Burrowes can cite home 
after home as examples of the 
city's historic past. At the 
heart of the survey is 
Runnymede, also known as 
the Charles Weeks Poultry 
Colony. Begun in 1916, 
Runnymede was a utopian 
agricultural community that 
consisted of long, narrow lots 
with single-story "garden 
homes," poultry coops and 
two-story tankhouses that 
provided an abundant and 
low-cost water supply. Many 
of the old structures survive 
today in East Palo Alto. 

There were six similar 
utopian communities in 
California during that period, 
but Runnymede is the only 
one in which there is an 
architectural legacy , 
according to Mitch Postel, 
executive director of the San 
Mateo County Historical 
Association. 

"The back-to-the-land 
movement was very 
significant in California. That 
alone is very important," 
Postel said. 

Although it would be up to 
city officials to enact a 
historic-preservation 
ordinance, nothing can be 
done without the 
documentation the survey 
provides. 

"If it's on a historical 
survey, there are things that 

'I 

have to be taken into 
consideration," said Gay 
Kocmich, chairman of the 
historic resources advisory 
board. "It's a guide for future 
development - of which we 
have so much." 

Burrowes is concerned that 
the historic structures can be 
easily tom down - as many 
already have been. 

"They are in danger. The 
redevelopment agency stated 
it is willing to remove some of 
the structures. In the hurly 
burly of everything, I'm 
afraid they will get destroyed 
anyway," he said. 

In addition to the quirky 
tankhouses, there are several 
other suburban houses of the 
1920s and '30s in period 
revival styles and bungalows 
within East Palo Alto. Several 
commercial buildings have 
historical architectural 
significance. as well. A 
number of greenhouses from 
the 1950s also stand to be 
destroyed. 

Much of East Palo Alto's 
past has already been 
whittled away - through 
fires, demolition and the 
creation of small 
subdivisions. 

"But this survey is most 
valuable," Postel said, 
"because East Palo Alto 
hasn't gotten into its major 
development yet. ... There ~ 
are structures that are still 
existing and the city's lead-
ers may want to preserve the 
best of them." 
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'Eastt~Palo r 

AHogets 
inventory 

450 pre-World War II 
buildings are included 

by Don Kazak 

T
he next lime someone in East 
Palo Alto suggests that a cer
tain house or building has his

toric value, city offIcials can turn to 
a book for the answer. . 

The "book"-,-acrually two loose
leaf binders----is anmventoryof the 
city's historic -resources, including 
about 450 structures.tha! predate 
World War li. 

The inventory, compiled by the 
San Matea County Historical N;S{)
ciation, also ha.s a lOO-page summa
ry of the city's history. 

The history tells how OWone In
dians lived on the site of what is 
now the city 2,000 years ago, and 
were later followed by Spanish 
ranchers, Gold Rush-era specula
tors. dairy farmers and utopian 
agrarians. 

(continued on next page) 
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Upfront 

History 
(continued from previous page) 

"It's a tool for planning," Trevor 
Burrowes said of the inventory. 
Burrowes, of the East Palo Alto 
Historical and Agricultural Associa
tion, had asked that the inventory be 
compiled. 

Mitchell Postel, executive director 
of the San Mateo County Historical 
Association. said the association had 
compiled similar inventories for sev
eral other cities in the last 10 years. 

The county group was able to ob
tain a $9,000 grant from the Penin
sula Community Foundation for the 
work and hired two Stanford gradu
ate students who literally walked 
the streets of the city, cataloging all 
the buildings. 

The city retained much of its 
agricultural character until suburban 
subdivisions were built following 
World War II. Burrowes and his 
group have championed the idea of 
retaining as much of that <>riginal 
agricultural heritage as possible. 

Historical strucrures include rem
nants of Runnymede, the agricultur
al colony that existed from 1916 
through the 19205, vacation cot
tages that had been used as summer 
homes, early greenhouses and bun
galows and other homes that also 
predate the war. 

Now that the inventory has been 
compiled. Burrowes said, it will en
able the city "to better decide what to 
keep and what it can afford to lose." 

The inventory supplements a 28-
page booklet on the history of the 
community written last year by 
Rhonda Rigenhagen of Romic En
vironmental Technologies. 

The inventory will be formally 
presented to city officials at 4 p.m. 
July 20 at City Hall.. 
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Inl .. ()Vative furming 
from bygone days 
Stanford duo explores E. Palo Alto history 
By S.L. WYl\EC; 
Mvrnll,)' \l'W-, ~t;trr WI'ill'! 

Katie Solomonson and Alan Mi
chelson walked carefully beside 
the razor-wired fence endosing 
the East Palo Alto property on 
Green Street, noting with alarm 
the 1"1\,(' Rott weilers on guard in
side and worrying they'd never 
see what was on the other side of 
the forbidding barrier. 

"Then a \'Ulce came through 
the fence - '~lay I help you with 
anything')" .. rl'calls Solomonson. 
They ('xpi<:innl \\'hat they were 
aboul -~ (\ stirn'), of East Palo 
Alto's hisloric architecture -
and tht' gatl',>\\ung open. 

lnsidl', they found what they 
werp lo(\king fill' - a chicken 
coop and garden house dating 
back to the teens and '205 of this 
centu ry - pract itally ancient 
history for Silicon Valley, They 
had been immaculately, metitu
lously kept, said Solomonson, and 
they were beautiful. 

The structures the pair found 
in East Palo Alto "are very mod
est, very small. but they're the 
remaills of an incredibly rich his
tory that can be made use of in 
the present," Solomonson said. 

In fact, said Mithelson, East 
Palo Alto may turn out to have 
one of t he highest concentrations 
of wal!'r tank houses in the statL', 
"an ('xcl'llcnl symbol of Califor
nia 's ~\gri('\ ilt II 1'<11 past," he said. 

Sol()rn()l1s()I\'~ and Michelson's 
S\\("(('SS at putting East Palo Al
to's ;lIThltl,(·tural heritage into 
print and (In t hI' map is the culmi· 
nation of Ihe '>t(,;tdy Pllsh of Tn'-

vor Burrowes, East Palo Alto res
ident and founder of the East 
Palo Alto Historical and Agricul
tural Society and the larger or
ganizational umbrella of the San 
Mateo County Historical Associa
tion. 

The association has found 
funding for surveys of other cit
ies in San Mateo County - Hills
borough, Menlo Park, Redwood 
City, San Mateo, for example. 
And it found the money for this 
one, too - about $8,500 from the 
Peninsula Community Founda
tion. 

Solomonson, W~() has a doctor
ate in architectural history from 
Stanford llniversity, and Michel
son, working on his doctoral dis
sertation at Stanford in the san1l' 
area, had worked on some of, the 
other city surveys and were 
called in on this one. 

They focused on finding What's 
left of Runnymede, the utopian 
community established in I ~ 16 
by Indiana chicken farmer 
Charles Weeks. Weeks' idea was 
to use high-efficiency farming 
techniques - compact, portable 
coops on small plots of land - in 
an approach that was part of a 
national "back to the land" move
ment prominent in an era of mass 
industrialization. 

By 1 ~22, Hllnnyml'dp had al· 
tract('d mol'(' than 22(} families 
and was producing mort' than Pit)(1 
C<lS('S of eggs a wi'ek, in addit iOI1 
to n1l'at, poultry, l)('rril's, mush
rooms and rabbits bred for fur 

Th!' Ik'pn'ssiol1, d!'Vi!stat illn 
from poultry discas('s and f!lwl\1-

LLOYD FRANCIS JR - MERCURY' 

The building that houses the East Palo Alto Law Project may have been the home of Charles Kavanaugh 

ating prices combined to kill 
Weeks' cooperative venture. 

What's left 
But many of till' on('-(l(Tl' plots 

remain. as do some coop foullda
t ions, hOllSt'S, water I an k houses 
and other farm building.~, till' SUI'

\'evo!'s fOllnd. Tlwv also trackpd 
dll~\'ll Wn.'ks· 73·y~ar-old son li\
ing in Palm lkach. Charll's \\'('('ks 
.Jr, who was born in llllnnynwde, 
is sending along an onglT1al copy 
of rill' ("o-()p'~ magazine. "()Il(' 

See HISJ'OR'¥', 1'1111" 7 
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An aerial view of East Palo Alto In 1952 shows the old Dumbarton Bride, top, and the Helch Hetchy pipeline, 
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[nnovative 
farming 
[rom a past 
~eneration 
I HISTORY 
rmiL Page 6 

tTl' and Independence" and his 
ncouragement for the project. 
"Ill' thought his father would 

ave been very pleased to know 
I' were doing this," Burrowes 
!Id, 
Although the survey concen

'a[ed on the Runnymede area, it 
:SIJ documents earlier pieces of 
aSl Palo Alto's history, Solomon-
111 and Ylichelson believe they 
,1\[' found one house that may 
;HI' back to 1870, when "Ra
'nswood" was the name given 
) a community Isiah Woods 
)[il'd would prosper as a rail-
)(' \-vn. 

:'"d tlll're's another house, on 
,tV f{oad. that may be the home 
I thl' ""In lIr one of the area's 
,1;"1 i;ll:dh(Jld('l's. rancher' and 

i, < '- i~' I \ 1'1. I "f II 

Turn-ot-century bungalows 
.Joseph Parkinson, a prominent 

Palo Alto real estate developer, 
sold lot.s and bungalows in the 
Woodland Place subdivision of 
E,Lst Palo Alto at the turn of the 
cenlury, The surveyors believe 
they have found some of those 
still standing. 

In addition to the survey, com
plete with photographs and de
tailed histories of buildings, Mi
chelson and Solomonson have put -
their work into a paper to be pre
sented at this year's conference 
of the Vernacular Architectural 
Forum in Natchez, Mississippi. 

Solomonson, who's headed off 
to teach at the architectural 
school of the University of Min
nesota, is particularly interested 
in seeing parts of the survey 
transformed in a way that will 
reach people, she said, especially 
to teach East Palo Alto school
children about the city where 
they livt', 

Uses for the survey 

Burrowes is Jllst as interested 
in using the survey ,L<; a planning 
tool, to preserve what. exists, to 
guide restorat.ion and to ins pin' 
more sensitive r(,development. 

But just the survey proce~s 
may have accomplished a gn~at 
deal. Both Michelson and Solo
monson said every homeowner 
they talked to was eager to share 
their family history, "People had 
a powerful desire to have a sensl' 
of history, a sense of place," Solo
monson said. "People take a great 
deal of pride in having a connec
tion with history," 

IF YOU'RE INTERESTED 
For more information on the East 
Palo Alto survey, call the East Palo 
Alto Historical and Agricultural So
ciety, (415) 329-0294, or the San 
Mateo County Historical Associa
tion at (415) 574-6441, 
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DUW'N ON 1-HE FARM 

East Palo Alto Begins to 
Reclaim Garden Heritage 
BY SIBELlA KRA US 
Chronicle Sial! Writer 

~ ast Palo Alto is a place that time 
fI12 has forgotten. Some of the nar· 
row streets have no sidewalks, tiny 
bungalows ,cluster on the edges of 
deep lots with ramshackle out
buildings, backyards have chicken 
pens. not swimming pools. 

Incorporated only in 1983, East 
Palo Alto is clearly on the other 
side of the tracks from the afflu
ent communities that characterize 
the Peninsula. 

1950s when the freeway cut off the 
town from Palo Alto. may prove to 
be its salvation. 

"We see East Palo Alto becom
ing the organic mini-farm and gar
den capital of the Peninsula," says 
Trevor Burrowes. the Jamaican
born founder of the East Palo Alto 
Historical and Agricultural Soci
ety. "Economic development does 
not have to mean ugly malls and 
tract homes that wipe out all trac
es of rural character." 

The group was formed two 
years ago in an effort to preserve 

BYSi But the downturn in East Palo 
Aft )'S fortunes, whic!1 began in the See Pug!? 8 Gardening instructor Leroy Musgraves teaches kids to garden 



;rowing Future Rooted in the Pa~+ 
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town's historical and agricul· 
al heritage and, more impor' 
t, to use that heritage to create 
ew kind of multicultural corn· 
nity based on the area's consid· 
ble natural resources. 
Already, group members have 
: and planted dozens of gardens 
allow back yards - a few in a 
que share·cropping arrange· 
nt - and have established a 
Jpst demonstration garden. 
v'\,(' gotten a garden·science 
,~ going at the local alternative 
Ilt'lltary school, and are work· 
llil a community garden, where 
('rnwloll vines, corn and beans 
~ up the sun and an 80·foot· 
1. 50-foot·wide walnut tree pro· 
~s cool shade, 

S History 
rhe fertile flatland of East Palo 
) has a long agricultural histo· 
)riginally a major Ohlone Indi· 
settlement, for much of the 
)s it was the Ravenswood Ran-

a huge diversified farm of 
ns, animals, and fruit and veg· 
de crops. Where the farm met 
Bay, the port of Ravenswood 
ilne a major transportation 
er for the Peninsula. 
n 1916, Jtopian landowner 
-Ies Weeks carved a large part 
s 640-acre holding into an agri· 
Iral community called Runny· 
\' Thl' motto: "Olle acre and in· 
'ndence," The lots - 200 of 
1 originally - were long and 
ow to accommodate the chick· 
ouses that were the business 
Istay of the community. 

'oday, about 100 of these lots 
Olin, accounting for about a 
·ter of East Palo Alto. It is in 
e blocks, with street names 
Garden and Myrtle and Beech, 
the historical·agricultural so
, has concentrated its preser
m efforts. 

's an ethnically diverse area; a 
10 planting of corn and beans 
next to an Japanese garden. 
lring bonsai and carefully 
ed shrubs. And at O. D. Sims' 
,even horses share the one· 
backyard. 
11ake that six horses; one got 
n." says Sims, who recently re-

from an airport catering 
l:ll1\ "Wt!pre [ come from in 

\ \' , I ! '. '. :' ." I ~ , 1 (I i i ! i'" ( ., 

BY STEVE CASTIllO/THE" '°0; 

Trevor Burrowes' project has an early 20th century forerun~er, a community called Runnymeo 

Digging up community garden advice 
, hroughout the Bay Area, the 

community gardening move
ment is blossoming. 

The San Francisco League of 
Urban Gardeners (SLUG), the 
largest and best organized Bay 
Area community gardening asso
ciation, now oversees 81 gardens 
in San Francisco. Other SLUG 
programs include advising com
munity groups on setting up gar
dens; offering classes, compost
ing information and horticultur
al advice; and managing a 
demonstration garden. 

In the East Bay, the Ecology 
Center in Berkeley coordinates 
information about local commu
nity gardens. 

In the South Bay, the San 
Jose Recreation, Parks and Corn· 
munity Services Department 
manages 15 community gardens 
with 857 individual plots. Both 
centers also offer gardening 
classes. 

Recently the community gar
dening concept has been expan· 
ded to include some remarkable 
and innovative programs 

1,' \ I r 11)1! I" )"t II! '(' fl"1 1 iiI) 1 i ' 

Santa Cruz and Petaluma, to ex
quisite cultural heritage gardens 
(Chinese and Japanese so far, 
with Mexican to corne) in San 
Jose's Prusch Park. 

The Garden Project in San 
Francisco has set up a working 
garden to give horticultural 
training and jobs to people just 
released from jail. 

Urban agriculture is also 
prospering. The most notable ex
ample is Berkeley's Kona Kai 
Gardens, which produce lettuce, 
but other small-scale entrepre
neurial urban gardens are pop· 
ping up here and there - often 

,as self-help programs, such as 
East Palo Alto's Lettuce Works. 

Resources, information and 
classes about gardening are 
available from a' number of 
sources, including County Coop
erative Extension offices, col
lege horticultural programs and 
botanical gardens. Regional wa
ter districts are also getting into 
the act by establishing drought· 
tolerant demonstration gardens, 
A number of schools have built 
r;:lrr!('flS that an' w,c'd :lion)! with 

There are also a host of help 
ful associations and organiza 
tions that work on urban green 
ing and gardening projects. T( 
name just a few: the Californic 
Native Plant Society, the Tru,: 
for Public Land, and the Peopl( 
of Color Gardening Coalition 
which is under the auspices o! 
Urban Habitat/Earth Island In 
stitute. 

A resource directory just 
published by the East Bay Com· 
munity Gardening and Greening 
Coalition offers listings of com
munity gardening networks, reo 
source centers, classes, school 
garden projects, homeless gar· 
dens, local "green" organiza
tions, tree-planting projects and 
more. 

It is available for $3 a' 
Ecology Center Bookstore \_ JJ 
San Pablo Avenue, Berkeley) 
and at the San Francisco League 
of Urban Gardeners (SLUG) (2088 
Oakdale Avenue, San Francisco 
94124) 



crops. \\'twre the farm met 
jay, the port of Ravenswood 

• ,Ime a major transportation 
liter for the Peninsula. 
In lY16, .ltopian landowner 

,;11'1 "eeks carved a large part 
his, dere holding into an agri-
ltural community called Runny
'de, The motto: "one acre and in
pendence." The lots - 200 of 
em originally - were long and 
,rrow to accommodate the chick-

houses that were the business 
ainstay of the community, 

Today, about 100 of these lots 
'main, accounting for about a 
~arter of East Palo Alto, It is in 
lese blocks, with street names 
ke Garden and Myrtle and Beech, 
1at the historical-agricultural so
ety has concentrated its preser
Hion efforts, 

It's an ethnically diverse area; a 
atmo planting of corn and beans 
b next to an Japanese garden 
'.aturing bonsai and carefully 
~nded shrubs. And at 0, D, Sims' 
It. seven horses share the one
C're backyard, 

"Make that six horses; one got 
:olen," says Sims, who recently re
red from an airport catering 
ompany. "Where I come from in 
iississippi, we always had horses 
nti had smokehouses where 
:e'Q .re pork and fish, When I 
('tired. J got this place because it 
:a, pedrct for horses," 

But people with agricultural 
ensibilities like Sims' are rare in 
;ast Palo Alto_ So the historical-ag
icultural group has begun several 
,rojects to awaken young people' 
o the pleasures and rewards of 
vorking with the earth, 

"We want the kids to see that 
ardening can be fun and that 
!arning can be fun at the same 
me," says gardening instructor 
"roy Musgraves, "We'll have 
iH'Il1 counting how many seeds 
re in a package and how many 
,Iants per row_to 

LaSt spring, 13-year-old Eduar
.a Johnson, one of Musgraves' stu
,ents at Shule Mandela, an alterna
lve school, won a national science 
Irize for a project about bio-inten
ive gardening, "It gets nutrients 
leeper into the soil," she says, 

Musgraves is part of thesoci
,ty's efforts to develop a garden 
)ro> '1 for kids that combines in
en" summer work with after
chool entrepreneurial activities_ 
When kids start growing food 
,nd selling it," adds Stephanie 
;mith, a group member who's ac
ive in drug·prevention programs, 
they'll learn the business of mak-
111: ilttie cottage industries - just 

,." .", 1 " ,t I I '\.- '~I' (\r1 f (',.. 

Digging up community garden advice 
, hroughout the Bay Area, the 

community gardening move
ment is blossoming. 

The San Francisco League of 
Urban Gardeners (SLUG), the 
largest and best organized Bay 
Area community gardening asso
Ciation, now oversees 81 gardens 
in San Francisco, Other SLUG 
programs include advising com
munity groups on setting up gar
dens; offering classes, compost
ing information and horticultur
al advice; and managing a 
demonstration garden. 

In the East Bay, the Ecology 
Center in Berkeley coordinates 
information about local commu
nity gardens. 

In the South Bay, the San 
Jose Recreation, Parks and Com
munity Services Department 
manages 15 community gardens 
with 857 individual plots, Both 
centers also offer gardening 
classes, 

Recently the community gar
dening concept has been expan
ded to include some remarkable 
and innovative programs_ 

Examples range from thriv
ing "homeless" gardens (where 
the homeless are employed) in 

For people who want a little 
help establishing gardens in their 
own yards, the group provides -
for just $16 - the service of dou
ble-digging a 100-foot-square bed, 
plus initial compost and seeds, So 
far, 31 beds have been dug, mainly 
in residential backyards but also in 
schoolyards, "My husband and I 
COUldn't physically do the digging 
because of illness," says Aretha 
Lawrence_ "Now the soil is loose 
and we have absolutely beautiful 
mustards, and the tomatoes, on
ions, peppers, cabbage are all 
growing." 

And for people who have re
sources they can't use - bearing 
orchards or open land - the group 
has organized a share-cropping 
network One of the three lots in 
this program so far is owned by the 
Rev. Lyrte Gully, pastor at St. 
Marks African Methodist Episco
pal Zion Church, It's being farmed 
by Leroy Musgraves, 

"I own the land, but I can't take 
credit," says Gully, a soft-spoken 
but dynamiC woman, "The land is 
so rich and Leroy works hard," 

The two plan to eat some of the 
organic beans, corn, tomatoes, 
okra, black-eyed peas and melons 
thl)'.' i\f>f'idl)(-1 tn I"'lio:..;p 1\11<"': t..:l]P1Pll'T' 

Santa Cruz and Petaluma, to ex
quisite cultural heritage gardens 
(Chinese and Japanese so far, 
with Mexican to come) in San 
Jose's Prusch Park. 

The Garden Project in San 
Francisco has set up a working 
garden to give horticultural 
training and jobs to people just 
released from jail. 

Urban agriculture is also 
prospering_ The most notable ex
ample is Berkeley's Kona Kai 
Gardens, which produce lettuce, 
but other smaU-scale entrepre
neurial urban gardens are pop
ping up here and there - often 

. as self-help programs, such as 
East Palo Alto's Lettuce Works_ 

Resources, information and 
classes about gardening are 
available from a number of 
sources, including County Coop
erative Extension offices, col
lege horticultural programs and 
botanical gardens_ Regional wa
ter districts are also getting into 
the act by establishing drought
tolerant demonstration gardens_ 
A number of schools have built 
gardens that are used along with 
science and social studies curric
ula; many other schools are ea
ger to follow suit. 

den costs. 
One of the group's goals is a 

demonstration mini-farm and ur
ban agriculture education center. 
Such a project would build on the 
small-scale intensive agriculture 
that has long been important to 
the local economy: poultry and 
greenhouse floriculture, practiced 
mainly by farmers of Italian and 
Japanese descent 

Those flower businesses have 
fallen on hard times, however, due 
to overseas competition, but 
they've left a legacy of old green
houses scattered throughout the 
city, 

New Ventures 
Several new farming enterpris

es are springing up_ These include 
Lettuce Works, a women's agricul
tural cooperative, and Happy 
Quail Farm, which produces spe
cialty peppers in one of the old 
greenhouses, 

"Our task is to put agriculture 
in the context of the community as 
a whole," stresses Burrowes, "We 
need to preserve the rural legacy 
and at the same time promote a 
different kind of multicultural 
economic development." 

<\' \\'p ril'iu' rj(1wn tl," I'Il:lrl h., 

There are also a host of hel p 
ful associations and organiz(J 
tions that work on urban green· 
ing and gardening projects. T(I 
name just a few: the California 
Native Plant Society, the Trust 
for Public Land, and the People 
of Color Gardening Coalition. 
which is under the auspices of 
Urban Habitat/Earth Island In 
stitute. 

A resource directory just 
published by the East Bay Com 
munity Gardening and Greenin~ 
Coalition offers listings Df corn 
munity gardening netw6rks, re 
source centers, classes, schoo] 
garden projects, homeless gar 
dens, local "green" organiza 
tions, tree-planting projects ane 
more. 

It is available for' $3 at th' 
Ecology Center Bookstore (253' 
San Pablo Avenue, Berkele~ 
and at the San Francisco Leagu, 
of Urban Gardeners (SLUG) (200 
Oakdale Avenue, San Francisc 
94124). 

(It is also available by rna 
from SLUG, but the cost goes u 
to $4,) 

- SIBELlA KRAUS 

Here is 'unimproved' Runn\'n 
Street." . 

The deep lots and disc 
houses are shaded bv an extra( 
nary variety of fruit trees. wall 
and evergreens, The relati 
narrow, dirt-sidewalk roadway 
the friendly feel of a country 'I 

"And here is progress." hE' 
a two blocks away, pointing 
recently completed "gentrif 
housing development. It's a I 
ed-gate compound with big ho 
of assertive design, all within a 
feet of each other and of the 
but lifeless sidewalks, 

It's this kind of impositiOl 
the rural patterns of the neigh 
hOCld that has reinforced 
rowes' sense of urgency. 

There are allies in the stru~ 
however. Recently, the group I 
$8,000 grant from the San M 
County Historical Association 
an architectural sur\'cy. The il 
mation gathered could help \(1 

serve some of the area's hiS] 
structures, And concerned pr' 
sionals in the area - architect 
borists, ecologists - have aI, 
[ered assistance. 

For information, write to East Poi, 
Historical and Agrlculfurel So. 
P (J 80\ .<j 7 S(Lf ;:,~,I n~,lt 



,jb~;'ild Illll\ ~'II\l \':1-; 

,5, \Vhere the farm met 
,he port of Ravenswood 

~ a major transportation 
for the Peninsula, 
H1l6. .ltopian landowner 

; V.:eeks carved a large part 
4D-acre holding into an agri
I community called Runny
~hE' motto: "one acre and in
ence," The lots - 200 of 
riginally - were long and 
to accommodate the chick

ses that were the business 
ay of the community. 

lay, about 100 of these lots 
1, accounting for about a 
'f of East Palo Alto. It is in 
blocks, with street names 
lrden and Myrtle and Beech, 
1e historical-agricultural so-
1as concentrated its preser-
efforts. 
an ethnically diverse area; a 
planting of corn and beans 
~xt to an Japanese garden 
ing bonsai and carefully 
1 shrubs. And at O. D. Sims' 
'ven horses share the one
ackyard, 
ake that six horses; one got 
"says Sims. who recently re
from an airport catering 

my, "Where I come from in 
<;ippi, we always had horses 
dO' had smokehouses where 
cure pork and fish. When I 
d. I got this place because it 
eriect for horses." 
t people with agricultural 
lilities like Sims' are rare in 
'ala Alto. So the historical-ag
ural group has begun several 
~ts to awaken young people' 
" pleasures and rewards of 
ng with the earth. 

'e want the kids to see that 
ning can be fun and that 
ng can be fun at the same 

says gardening instructor 
Musgraves, "We'll have 

counting how many seeds 
I a package and how many 
. per row." 
st spring. 13-year-old Eduar
lflson, one of Musgraves' stu
at Shule Mandela, an alterna
~hool, won a national science 
for a project about bio-inten
;ardening. "It gets nutrients 
or into the soil," she says. 

lsgraves is part of the soci
efforts to develop a garden 
am for kids that combines in
e summer work with after
I entrepreneurial activities. 
II kids start growing food 
selling it." adds Stephanie 
'. a group member who's ac· 
:1 drug-prevention programs, 
'11 learn the business of mak-

Digging up community garden advice 
T hroughout the Bay Area, the 

community gardening move
ment is blossoming. 

The San Francisco League of 
Urban Gardeners (SLUG), the 
largest and best organized Bay 
Area community gardening asso
ciation, now oversees 81 gardens 
in San Francisco. Other SLUG 
programs include advising com
munity groups on setting up gar
dens; offering classes, compost
ing information and horticultur
al advice; and managing a 
demonstration garden. 

In the East Bay, the Ecology 
Center in Berkeley coordinates 
information about local commu
nity gardens. 

In the South Bay, the San 
Jose Recreation, Parks and Com
munity Services Department 
manages 15 community gardens 
with 857 individual plots. Both 
centers also offer gardening 
classes. 

Recently the community gar
dening concept has been expan
ded to include some remarkable 
and innovative programs. 

Examples range from thriv
ing "homeless" gardens (where 
the homeless are employed) in 

For people who want a little 
help establishing gardens in their 
own yards, the group provides -
for just $16 - the service of dou
ble-digging a lOO-foot-square bed, 
plus initial compost and seeds. So 
far, 31 beds have been dug, mainly 
in residential backyards but also in 
schoolyards, "My husband and I 
couldn't physically do the digging 
because of illness," says Aretha 
Lawrence. "Now the soil is loose 
and we have absolutely beautiful 
mustards, and the tomatoes, on
ions, peppers, cabbage are aU 
growing." 

And for people who have reo 
sources they can't use - bearing 
orchards or open land -- the group 
has organized a share-cropping 
network. One of the three lots in 
this program so far is owned by the 
Rev. Lyrte Gully, pastor at st. 
Marks African Methodist Episco
pal Zion Church. It's being farmed 
by Leroy Musgraves. 

"1 own the land, but I can't take 
credit," says Gully, a soft-spoken 
but dynamic woman. "The land is 
so rich and Leroy works hard." 

The two plan to eat some of the 
organic beans. corn, tomatoes, 
(,l r r r

, l,l"l'ol" rQ'{\rl nn')c- "l~n n,(,.1"nc 

Santa Cruz and Petaluma, to ex
quisite cultural heritage gardens 
(Chinese and Japanese so far, 
with· Mexican to cornel in San 
Jose's Prusch Park. 

The Garden Project in San 
Francisco has set up a working 
garden to give horticultural 
training and jobs to people just 
released from jail. 

Urban agriculture is also 
prospering. The most notable ex
ample is Berkeley's Kona Kai 
Gardens, which produce lettuce, 
but other small-scale entrepre
neurial urban gardens are pop
ping up here and there - often 

. as self-help programs, such as 
East Palo Alto's Lettuce Works. 

Resources, information and 
classes about gardening are 
available from a number of 
sources, including County Coop
erative Extension offices, col
lege horticultural programs and 
botanical gardens. Regional wa
ter districts are also getting into 
the act by establishing drought
tolerant demonstration gardens. 
A number of schools have built 
gardens that are used along with 
science and social studies curric
ula; many other schools are ea
ger to follow suit. 

den costs, 
One of the group's goals is a 

demonstration mini-farm and ur
ban agriculture education center. 
Such a project would build on the 
small-scale intensive agriculture 
that has long been important to 
the local economy: poultry and 
greenhouse floriculture, practiced 
mainly by farmers of Italian and 
Japanese descent. 

Those flower businesses have 
fallen on hard times, however, due 
to overseas competition, but 
they've left a legacy of old green
houses scattered throughout the 
city. 

New Ventures 
Several new farming enterpris

es are springing up. These include 
Lettuce Works, a women's agricul
tural cooperative, and Happy 
Quail Farm, which produces spe
cialty peppers in one of the old 
greenhouses. 

"Our task is to put agriculture 
in the context of the community as 
a whole," stresses Burrowes, "We 
need to preserve the rural legacy 
and at the same time promote a 
different kind of multicultural 
economic rirvrloprnent ,. 

There are also a host of hel p. 
ful associations and organiza· 
tions that work on urhan greC' 
ing and gardening proJects,', 
name just a few: the California 
Native Plant Society, the Trust 
for Public Land, and the People 
of Color Gardening Coalition. 
which is under the auspices of 
Urban Habitat/Earth Island In~ 
stitute. 

A resource directory just 
published by the East Bay Com
munity Gardening and GreeQ,ing 
Coalition offers listings of cum
munity gardening networks. re
source centers, 'classes. school 
garden projects, homeless gar
dens, local "green" organiza
tions, tree-planting prajE'cts and 
more. 

It is available for $3 at the 
Ecology Center Bookstore (2530 
San Pablo Avenue, Berkeley) 
and at the San Francisco League 
of Urban Gardeners (SLUG) (2088 
Oakdale Avenue. San. FranC'isco 
94124). 

(It is also available bv mail 
from SLUG, but the cost goes up 
to $4.l 

- SIBELLA KRAL 

Here is 'unimproved' Runnymede 
Street." 

The deep lots and discreet 
houses are shaded by an extraordi 
nary variety of fruit trees, walnut~ 
and evergreens. The relativeh 
narrow, dirt-sidewalk roadway ha', 
the friendly feel of a country -lane 

"And here is progress," he say~ 
a two blocks away, pointing to ~ 
recently completed "gentrified' 
housing development It's a lock 
ed-gate compound with big housE'~ 
of assertive design, all within a fe\' 
feet of each other and of the nea' 
but lifeless sidewalks, 

It's this kind of imposition 01 

the rural patterns of the neigh bur 
hood that has reinforced Bur 
rowes' sense of urgency, 

There are allies in the struggle 
however. Recently, the group got; 
$8,000 grant from the San Mate( 
County Historical Association fo 
an architectural survey. The ir 

mation gathered could help < ,JrIC 

serve some of the area's histori, 
structures, And concerned profe' 
sionals in the area - architects. a 1 

borists, ecologists - have alsl1 01 
fered assistance. 

For information, write to East Palo A It 
LJ J 



TImeslribune 

Farming 
in the city 
is touted 
Even a weedy lot can yield 
a hountiful harvest quickly 
ImranGhori 
1'r-:I'."f!I ... \ TI~I~:" ThtnllSt: 

FIH' months ago, weeds cov· 
NNj (til pmpty lot on Gr('rn Street 
III F."'t Palo Alto. and fruit and 
nuts from a plum trec and two 
largf' wJlnut trees lay unwanted 
un tile ground. 

flut on Sundar afternoon. about 
;,0 people nocked to the same lot 
for the first Harvest Celebration 
at the Green Street Fann. [n con· 
trast to its unkempt state of just a 
few months ago, the one-acre lot 
at 8.); Green SI. now sports lUoot 
stalks of corn, plump tomatoes. 
IUJ!f' wrttcrmelons and 17 other 
klllcis of fruits anrl vrj.!('tahl('s. 

\,.",1\' ~lu~~r,'\'rs, a mrmbcr of 
~!11' E;1~1 P;iln Altl) Historical Agri· 
f'li:!U:':1l SnrJl'ty, s;-\ul hI' took on 
lip' prol"!'i 111 !\pnilo "put forth;l 
,,""lOll pf whal {'ould hI' cion£' ,-

\1usgr;\\i's h'arnt'{\ ahoul farm· 
1;1~ WhliC' growing up in Arkansas 
3" the son of sharpcroPDel"s. "This 
IS \\ hat we dId to survive," he 
said 

The resident of Palo Alto has 
worked in East Palo Alto more 
than a rear, including several 
stmts as a substitute teacher in 
the RaHnswood City School Dis· 
tnct 

il wa, through the AgTicultural 
StlClf'ty thar IlP pot In touch with 
thL' Rt'\' L~Ttf' Cully. wllo was 
I;'')h:n'b for "nlTIf'hndy tn do 5.001('

l11mg \\ 1111 tht' 101 s.hr owned on 
Crrf'~l S1JTf't. SII1Cf' then. f\lus· 
gTa" ('s ~nd other n1rmbcrs of the 
A!-Tlcul!ural Society have worked 
the land. many times putting in 
BUllOur weeks. 

And they did it all by hand, rely· 
ing on only four tools: a shovel, a 
pick. a rake and a forkhoc. 

Musgraves said it's better to dig 
by hand because it doesn't de
slroy any of the microbes in the 
soil. It also makes him more 
aware of soil types "You have a 
kJwwledge of the texture of the 
50:1. the color of the soil. how Jt 
5-!neils.·· he SJln • 

Ill'" qJlII('<;!l!l)..: thf' ndlllf'SS or 
-..,.;) ,1I:d 11:1<':' p!:nlll'd crop" III 

.. " ~1.1:( /";, ..... ,]:1 t:\ l'r (h(' lot 

: ::: 1-2", ~: ,: :., \\ .1 1 1 :1 \ 1'.11" ;l!]d rn 
:.,',' ;1](' Cl C'P~ l'\ I'r' ;]11(\ O\'('r 

::n ill' <:",\Id "1 w111 IH'\,f'r 

p!,llll somf'llilllj.! Ifl till' same place 
i'\(('pt file lH';I!IS TIlt' most l!llpor· 

1;1111 thlllg IS to keep the soil alive, 
i-.!'I'P It proctuclng . 

Crop..; f.!r(lWIl 011 the mini·fann. 
,;) tllL'Y (,dl It, Include tomatoes. 
11I\t.l~I)~'''. !!!;tl"j.., c;.·ed P(';!s. six <llf· 

PENINSULA NEWS 

VERN FISHER / PP'J".ISL'U Tl:-.n5TfI\I!!.":'o"l: 

Like Jack and his beanstalk. Leroy Musgraves is especially fond of the beans grown on a one-acre lot in East Palo 
Alto, site of a harvest celebration Sunday. . 

f('rent varieties of corn, four 
kinds or squash. okra. southern 
butterbeans, green beans, bush
beans, cucumbers, jalapeno pep
pers, pumpkins, watermelons. 
cantaloupes and honeydew mel
ons, 

At tlle celebration Sunday, visi· 
tors enjoyed fresh vegetables 
from the farm, roast turkey and 
home-made ice cream. There was 
also music, poetry and horse 
rides for children. 

Musgraves said he wants to pro
vide the community a model for 
growing crops organically. No 
prsticictes, herbicides or other 
chemicals were lisen on the farm 

'\~TI("l]11\1r;d SIl("\f>(\' Illl'lllhl'r<; 

IJOllltl'{\ to tJlI.' nllll1 farm ;]s an (':\ 
,1I1lpif' of the s11lall,sC:lk. sf'lf 
SUlllcil'l1( farll1!llg promot<'d hy 
E<lst Palo Alto pioIlP('r Charles 
Weeks in the J!l20s. Weeks was all 
3ct\'ocate of farming illld st.:1rtcd 
the "one acre and independence" 
movement. 

"You could be completely self· 
sufficIent on an acre oflalld IJasc<.l 
on his Illethod of poultry farming. 

:lS well as b1'owing ~I \'arirty 01 
crops," said Trevor Rurrowcs of 
the AbTicuJtural Soclety. . 

The Green Street rann Isn't the 
only one in tile city. Just over the 
fence is ~ goat farm. and next door 
the neighbors are raising poultry. 

"This square block - Green 
Street, Park Avenue, Bell Street 
and Cooley Avenue - has more 
examples of Charles Weeks' one
acre lot than any other place in 
the city," Burrowes said. 

Calling East Palo Alto an "ur· 
ban rural" community, Mus· 
graves said it has the right c1i· 
mate and soil for fanning. "Good 
soil. grcal planL,. and great pco
ric" 

'"This l~ n'ally jU5.t getting start· 
pO.' BIlITOW('S promised "We 
know we c:an do much better." 

MusgTJves said the mini-fann 
will be completely self-suffiClent 
in just one year, and the society 
will be able to hire workers to 
maintain it. Members also hope to 
organize oth('r farmers and gar
deners and start a rarmer's mar
ket in tile city next year. 

VERN nSHER I Pn' .. l~sul""" Ti.\U;S ThlHl' I 
Homemade Ice cream was prepared Sunday by Steph; 
Carpenter (left) and Hameed Nuru 
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July 28. 1997 

Dear HHW Program Managers: 

~l€~~aW~lF 
\! AUG 0 4 1997 ill) 
PLANNING DIVISION 

CITY OF E!1ST PALO ALTO 

Enclosed is the California Integrated Waste Management Board's (CIWMB) 
Form 303. Please read this letter and the attached instructions carefully before 
filling it out. 

Pete Wlh('ln 

Form 303 must be completed by all public agencies that sponsored a HHW 
program during the past fiscal year commencing July 1, 1996 and ending June 30. 
1997. However, even if your agency did not sponsor a collection program or if 
you participated in collection activities sponsored by another agency, we ask that 
you complete and submit Parts A and B of the form to help us maintain an 
updated mailing list. 

In completing Form 303, please note the following: 

> Commencing with this reporting period you may choose to report by HHW 
program type rather than by facility location. A separate form does not need 
to be filled out for each site with an EPA identification number. Reporting by 
program type may be easier for you, and will yield more useful data for all of 
us. 

To report by program types, summarize the totals for each HHW facility type 
on a separate Form 303. For instance, submit one form with the waste volume 
totals for permanent HHW facilities, another for all temporary HHW facilities, 
and another for all recycle-only facilities, etc. If more than one site has been 
used for a specific program type, list the EPA identification numbers, 
locations, and addresses on a blank sheet of paper and attach it to the 
corresponding summary. 

> Report all HHW waste volumes collected including used oil if you consider it 
part of your HHW program. Only the lead agency of an HHW collection 
program should report the total waste volumes collected. 

> If you choose to not use the official CIWMB Form 303, you must ensure that 
the order and contents are identical to the CIWMB Form 303. 

> All waste volumes must be reported in pounds (round off to the nearest 
pound). Conversion rates are included in the Instructions. Also, report the 
percentages of waste management methods used to the nearest percentage 
point. 





STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CIWMB 303 
5/95 

CALlFOR.."JIA INTEGRATED 
WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD 

Form 303 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Information 
For Fiscal Year 1996/97 

. INTRODUC ..... ON 

Purpose of this form 

This fonn is to be completed by each jurisdiction in 
California that is required by the California Integrated 
Waste Management Board (CIWMB) to report 
infonnation annually on the collection of household 
hazardous waste (HHW). The form is specifically 
intended to fulfill reporting requirements of the 
Household Hazardous Waste Element of the 
Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plans. It 
also contributes to the database the CIWMB and 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) are 
mandated to develop and maintain for all HHW 
collection events. facilities, and programs within the 
state. The completed Form 303 must be submitted to' 
the CIWMB each year. 

The completed form for the program sponsored in the 
previous fiscal year, starting July 1 and ending June 30 
is due on the first Monday of October. 

Instructions 

Detailed instructions have been written to help you 
complete this fonn. Please refer to the instructions 
titled "Instructions for Completing Fonn 303 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Information" 
on pages 4 through 8. 

One Fonn 303 must be completed for each facility site 
that is used with a specific EPA identification number. 

Only one form is to be filled out for each site used. 
regardless of how many times the site has been used 
throughout the fiscal year. For example. one facility 
site with one EPA identification number is used for ~ 
temporary collection facility five times in one year. 
Thus, one form will be filled out for this site .. If, in 
addition, another site with another EPA identification 
number is used for a temporary collection facility in 
the same year, another form must be filled out. 

Send to 

Household Hazardous Waste Section 
California Integrated Waste Management Boa!"~ 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95826 

Check here if your agency did not have a collection program. Please complete Part B. 
Jurisdiction and return one copy only to CIWMB at the address shown above. 

Check this box if your agency participated in another agency's program. Please complete Part 
B. Jurisdiction and D. Sponsors and return one copy only to CIWMB at the address shown above. 



Cf\NMB 303 

5195 

I. Flammable Flammable solid/liquid 
& Poison Bulked flammable liquids 

Oil-base paint 

3. Base 

4. Oxidizer 

Poison (exc!. aerosols) 
Reactive and explosive 
Subtotal 

Inorganic acid 
Organic acid 
Subtotal 

Inorganic base 
Organic base 
Subtotal 

Neutral oxidizers 
Organic peroxides 
Oxidizing acid 
Oxidizing base 
Subtotal 

5. PCB-contai PCB-containing paint 
Other PCB waste 
Subtotal 

6. Aerosol Corrosive aerosols 
Flammable aerosols 
Poison aerosols 
Subtotal 

7. Reclaimable Antifreeze 

8. Other 

9. Asbestos 

Car batteries 
Fluorescent bulbs 
Latex paint 
Motor oil/oil products 
Oil filters 
Mercury (metallic) 
Subtotal 

Medical waste 
Household batteries 
Other 
Subtotal 

10. Grand Total 

EPA ID # .... IC_A_H ____________ -' 

Weight 
(in pounds) DI 

I I 

Management Method(s) 
Include percentage if more 
than one method was used 

FI L N RC RU s 

I I I I I I I I I 
I I 
I I I I I I I I I 

I I I I I I I 





CIWMB 303 

5/95 

PartF 

PartG 

PartH 

First 
Column 

Second 
Column 

Instructions for Completing Form 303 (Volumes) 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Information 

Location 

DlIl!e5 

Check all boxes that describe where household hazardous waste was collected for the jurisdiction. 

Participation 

Number of participants. Enter the number of participants served by the collection program. 

Number of days open. Enter the number of days the collection facility was operated during the 
reporting period. 

Population of service area. Enter the population of people living in the service area of this 
collection site using the most recent Department of Finance population data. 

Waste Volume Collected 

Use manifest to classify waste. Use Table 1 and your manifest records and/or inventories to 
classify each waste stream into the categories listed on Page 3 of the form. For each waste stream 
listed, enter the weight, and management method for each type of waste shipped from the collection 
program. Do not include waste volumes for certified oil collection centers. 

Weight is defined as the number of pounds of hazardous waste (liquid or solid including container) 
shipped from the collection program(s) during the fiscal year. Weight includes the volume of 
absorbent in a drum. 

If data was collected in gallons, convert waste. amounts from gallons to pounds by multiplying 
the number of gallons times the conversion factor of 8.5 pounds/gallon. [Example: . For a half
full 5 gallon container of a waste, lab packed in ~ 55 gallon drum, the volume is 2.5 gallons. 2.5 
gallons x 8.5 pounds/gallon = 21.25 pounds.] 

If your program does not inventory the volume/weight of waste for lab packs; estimate the volume 
based on an average according to the requirements of your Treatment, Storage, and Disposal 
FaciIity(ies). [Example: 127.5 pounds(15 gallons) waste per 55 gallon drum.] 

Convert each oil filter and lead acid battery to pounds. Each oil fIlter = 1.5 pounds. And each lead 
acid battery = 40 pounds. It is not necessary to utilize the conversion formulas if you know the 
weight. 

Management Method. Use the following abbreviations to indicate how each waste type is managed. 
If more than one method was used for a waste stream, indicate, in percentages, the relative amounts 
managed by each method. 
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Table 1. Waste Types, DOT Descriptions and Examples 

This table is meant only to depict examples of DOT hazardous materials descriptions and proper shipping names described in Section 

172.101 of 49 Code of Feceral Regulations (CFR), as they may relate to waste types on the form. For shipping purposes. the 

numerical designation of the hazard class or division, an identification number and the packing group number must be identified with the 

hazardouos material description. Refer to the lastest version of 49 CFR for additional information. 

_Waste Type on Form DOT Description Examples 

1 Flammable solidlliquid Waste Flammable Solid. N.O.S. Flammable solids (bulked and labpacked): 
Asbestos-containing organic resins, non-asbestos-containing 
organic resins, roofing tar, putty, adhesives, paint sludge 

Waste Flammable Liquid, N.O.S. Flammable liquids (Iabpacked only): 
Organic solvents, chlorinated and non-chlorinated solvents, 
gasoline. alcohol, paint thinner, acetone 

Bulked flammable Waste Flammable Liquids, Toxic, N.O.S. Flammable liquids (bulked only): 
liquids Organic solvents, chlorinated and non-chlorinated solvents, 

gasoline, alcohol, paint thinner, acetone 

Oil base paint lWaste Paint, Flammable Liquid Oil base paint 

Poison (excl. aerosols) Waste Flammable Liquids, Toxic, N.O.S. Organic poisons. dioxin precursors, pesticides, herbicides 

Waste Flammable Liquids, Toxic, N.O.S. Inorganic poisons, mercury-containing poisons, inorganic 
cyanides, arsenic compounds, solutions. containing regulated 
heavy metals 

Waste Flammable Solid, N.O.S. Snail bait, poisonous solids, may include asbestos 

Reactive and explosive Waste Water-Reactive Solid, Flammable, Water reactive compounds, such as sodium metal, calcium 
N.O.S. carbide, amides, hydrides 

2 Inorganic acid Waste Corrosive Liquids, Acidic, N.O.S. Inorganic acids, hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, phosphoric 
acid 

Organic acid Waste Corrosive. Liquids, Acidic, Organic, Organic acids, acetic acid, citric acid, butyric acid 
N.O.S. 

3 Inorganic base Waste Corrosive Liquids, Basic, Inorganic, Inorganic bases, sodium hydroxide, lye, ammonia based 
N.O.S. cleaners 

Organic base [Waste Corrosive liqUid, Basic, Organic. Organic bases, organo-amines . 
N.O.S. 

4 Neutral oxidizers [Waste Oxidizing Solid, N.O.S. Managanese peroxide, hydrogen peroxide, sodium bromate. 
sodium perchlorate, sodium chromate, ammonium dichromate, 
sodium iodate, sodium nitrate. potassium permanganate 

Organic peroxides Waste Organic Peroxide Solution, (Types A- Ketone peroxides, benzoyl peroxide 
F,) N.O.S. 

Oxidizing acid Waste Corrosive-Liquids, Oxidizing; N.O.S. Nitric-acid, chromic acid, molybdic acid, perchloric acid, 
pholphomolybdic acid 

Oxidizing base iWaste Corrosive Liquids, Oxidizing, N.O.S. Sodium hypochlorite, sodium chlorate, sodium perborate 

5 PCB-containing paint Waste Polychlorinated Biphenyls PCB-containing paint 

Other PCB waste [Waste Polychlorinated Biphenyls Transformer oil. PCB ballasts 

6 Corrosive aerosols iWaste Aerosols, Non-Flammable, N.O.S. Oven cleaners 

Flammable aerosols Waste Aerosols, Flammable. N.O.S.- Spray paint 



CIWMB HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM SURVEY 
Fiscal Year 1996/97 

JURISDICTION ______________________________________________________ __ 
COUNTY ------------------------------------------------------------------------
HHW Program Costs 

Personnel 
Transportation and Disposal 
On Site Service Costs 
Other Contract Costs (explain) 
Equipment Costs 
Materials and Supplies 
Education 
Publicity 
Permits and Other Fees 
Insurance 
Other Program Costs (identify) 
Total Program Cost 

$----------------
$----------------
$----------------
$----------------
$------~--------$----------------
$----------------$----------------$----------------$----------------$-----------------$----------------

Program Funding Source(s) ________________________ __ 

COLLECTION PROGRAM SURVEY QUESTIONS 

1. Are Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators (CESQGs) allowed 
to participate in your HHW program? 

2. Is collected latex paint reused? ____________________ _ 

3. Is collected latex paint sent to be reprocessed? 
a. If yes, what is the company name and telephone number? 

b. What is the per gallon cost for reprocessing? 
--,...,...,..-~::----

c. If returned after reprocessing, what is done with it? 

4. Are empty paint containers collected for recycling? ___________ _ 

5. Are empty aerosol containers collected for recycling? __________ _ 

6. Recognizing the high cost of conducting HHW collection facility 
(temporary and mobile) events, are other opportunities for collecting 
used oil promoted (hotline, lists of centers,etc.) --------------------
7. If yes, what methods to promote using permanent used oil collection 
sites are employed (eg. advertising $.04 incentive, free 
containers,etc.)? ----------------------------------------------------
8. What is the cost range of the premiums given away .. in HHW/Oil 
Programs? cheapest most expensive Of all 
premiums, which seem to be the most effective? ---------------------------
Thank you for your input. Please return the survey with Form 303 to: 

Anna Ward, HHW Program 
CA Integrated Waste Management Board 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95826 
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R . E· tiT h CIIfY Of EAST PALO ALTO omlc nVlronmen a lee nologles 

FadSheel 

Community Assessment 
Fact Sheet 

The California Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC) is seeking public input on Romic 
Environmental Technologies Corporation's re
newal and modification of their hazardous waste 
treatment and storage permit at 2081 Bay Road, 
East Palo Alto (see Figure 1). In addition to the 

June 1997 

Hoja de Informacion para la 
Avaluacion de parte de la Comunidad 

EI Departamento de Control de Substancias 
Toxicas (DTSC) solicita comentarios publicos 
sobre la renovacion y modificacion del permiso 
para el tratamiento y almacenaje de desperdicios 
pe1igrosos de Romic Environmental TechnolOgies, 
ubicada en 2081 Bay Road, East Palo Alto (vease 

.... ---------------~~--...... ilustracion 1). En 
~ 

.•. ,.p~ adicion a la renovacion 
llAVI!NSWOOJC Q>,n del permiso, DTSC esta 

, OPENSPACE C'o 
. PB!5ERVE <&> preparando un Informe 

permit re
newal, DTSC 
is preparing an 
Environmen
tal Impact Re
port (EIR) for 
this project. 
This fact sheet 
describes 
Romic's per
mit renewal re
quest and 
DTSC's public 
involvement 
process for the 
EIR and per
mit process. 

III 
COSTAND 
SCHOOl. 

ROMIe ENVIRONMENTAL 
'I'ECffl\IOLOGIES CORPORATION 

sobre el Impacto al 
Medio Ambiente (EIR). 
Esta hoja de 
informacion describe la 
solicitud de Romic para 
una renovacion de su 
permiso y el proceso de 

After reading 
the informa-
tion presented, 

CITY HAll. 
CEASARCHAVEZ flUBRARY 
A=~ ~11~ __ -=~ 

L--_-=II~sAYROAD 

Figure 1 
Vease ilustracl6n 1 

we hope that you will take a few minutes to com
plete the enclosed questionnaire and return it to 
DTSC by June 30, 1997. Your response will allow 
DTSC to assess if the mandated public involve
ment activities meet your needs or if they need to 
be expanded to include additional fact sheets, pub
lic workshops and/ or meetings. 

. ... COOIEY'S 
IAIIIlfG 

PALQAL'IO 
SANl'A ClAR.\ 
COllN'lY AiRPORT 

PALQAL'IO 
MllMClPAL 
OOIFCOURSE 

EAST PALO ALTO 

DTSC para la 
participacion del 
pubBco en el proceso 
para el EIR y el permiso. 

Despues de leer la 
informacion 
presentada, esperamos 
que usted dedique unos 
cuantos minutos para 

completar el cuestionario adjunto y que se 10 
devuelva a DTSC antes del 30 de junio, 1997. Sus 
respuestas dejaran que DTSC avalue si las 
actividades mandadas para Ia participacion del 
publico cumplen con sus necesidades 0 si 
necesitan ser extendidas para inc1uir hojas 
adicionales de informacion, talleres publicos y /0 
reuniones. 
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N 
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0. de ague Estaclonamlento 

lIovedlZO I 

Vease ilustraci6n 2 

La Historia de la Planta 

La planta de ROrrllc (vease TIustraci6n 2) consiste 
de cuatro areas principales: la oficina y los 
edificios dellaboratorio; las areas donde rcciben 
y almacenan los desperdicios; la area donde se 
procesan los desperdicios. La planta recibe 
disolventes desechados, anticongelantes, agua 
desechado contaminado con disolventes y 
metales como plomo y niquel, y otras materias 
como pinturas desechadas y filtros us ados para 
aeeite. Los desperdicios llegaron en envases de 
cinco a 30 gaIones, en cilindros de 55 galones, en 
envases portatiles 0 en eamiones tanques. Las 
operaciones principales consisten en procesar 
disolventes desechados por su distilaci6n y 
mezcla para produeir disolventes y materias de 
calidad combustible para uso repetido. Las 
materias de ealidad combustible son trasladas a 
fabric antes de cementos y quemadas en vez de 
aceite, gas natural 0 carb6n para sus proeesos. 
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La Historia de los Perm is os 

DTSC dio a Romie Un Documento Interino (ISD) 
en abril de 1981 y dio un permiso para una planta 
para e! tratamiento de desperdicios peligrosos en 
mayo de 1986. Romic present6 una modificaci6n 
del permiso del Estado y una aplicaci6n inicial 
para un permiso federal en mayo de 1989. La 
Agencia de Proteeci6n Ambiental de Los EE.UU. 
(EPA) Y DTSC dieron el permiso federal y el 
permiso modifieado del Estado en julio de 1990. 
De todos modos, el permiso Federal fue apelado 
y renovado en julio de 1992 despues de una revista 
de la apelaci6n. El permiso del Estado que fue 
dado en 1986 y renovado mas tarde, termin6 en 
mayo de 1991. De todos modos, DTSC dej6 que 
Romie eontinuara a opeiar bajo las condiciones 
del permiso terminado. 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 



Romie ha solicitado que DTSC les de una 
renovacion y modificacion del permiso para 
continuar a operar una planta para el tratamiento 
y almacenaje de desperdicios peligrosos. Las 
modificaciones incluyen: la adicion de unidades 
no reguladas anteriormente; y el aumento del 
volumen y tipos de desperdicios almacenados y 
tratados. Actualmente, Romic puede almacenar 
2,531 cilindros de 55 gaIones. Una area existente 
para pro bar muestras de 1,026 cilindros de 55 
galones ha side clasificado de nuevo como una 
unidad regulada incluida en la renovacion del 

Capacidad 
Unidad Actual 

Permitida 

permiso. Ademas, Romic pidio un aumento de 969 
cilindros de 55 galones de otras areas existentes 
para el almacenaje de cilindros, aumentando Ia 
capacidad maxima de almacenaje a 4,526 cilindros 
de 55 galones. EI almacenaje en tanques y Ia 
capacidad para el tratamiento se aumentara de 
241,000 galones en 50 tanques superficiales a 
310,500 galones en 55 tanques superficiales. EI 
aumento en la capacidad de los tanques fue debido a 
la nueva clasificaci6n de los tanques existentes como 
unidades reguladas par DTSC. La capacidad de las 
unidades de la planta sera la misma a 154,512 galones 
par dia en 55 unidades de tratamiento. 

Unidades no Capacidad 
Reguladas Propuesta 
(actuales) 

Envases 
2,531 CiIindros 1,026 Cilindros 4,526 CiIindros 
de 55 galones 

50 Tanques 

Tanques Superficiales 
de 241,000 galones 

Unidades 55 Unidades de 
de 154,512 galones 

Tratamiento por dia 

La Historia de Ejecuci6n 

DTSC inspecciono a Romic en agosto de 1995 y 
observo una violacion de menor importancia: el 
almacenaje de cilindros por mas de 144 horas. Los 
cilindros fueron traslados y la violacion fue 
corregida. La Ultima vez que DTSC inspecciono a 
Romic fue el21 de mayo, 1996. No se nota ninguna 
violacion durante la inspeccion. La planta esta 
obrando de acuerdo con las regulaciones de DTSC. 

EI Proceso de EIR 

DTSC esta solicitando la participacion del publico 
y de agencias con relacion a los posibles impactos 
de la planta sobre la comunidad y sobre el medio 
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de 55 gal ones de 55 galones 

5 Tanques 55 Tanques 
Superficiales de 310,500 gal one::; 

de 69,500 galones 

55 Unidades de 
Ninguna 154, 512 galones 

por dia 

ambiente. Despues de identificar los puntos que 
seran discutidos, DTSC mandara que un 
contratista independiente (pagado por Romic y 
dirigido por DTSC) prepare el EIR. Cuando este 
listo el borrador del ErR, se les pide al publico y a 
las agencias responsibles que 10 repasen y que 
presenten sus comentarios. DTSC examinara los 
comentarios, y preparara y adoptara el EIR finaI. 
Luego DTSC decidira si debe negar, aprobar, 0 

modificar y aprobar, la solicitud de Romic para 
un permiso. Esa decision sera basada sobre la 
informacion en el ErR y sobre otros factores, como 
sean apropiados 0 requeridos por regulacion. 

En junio de 1997, Romic les enviara un pedido 
para propuestas a posibles consultores para que 





trabajen en el ElR. Tambien, DTSC y Romic 
anticipan la conclusion de su informe de trabajo 
para el EIR y entrevistaran a consultores en junio. 
Una vez que se contrate a un consultor, el EIR sera 
completado en aproximadamente un ano. (Vease 
la grafica donde se describen los procesos .) 

EI Proceso de Dar los Perm is os 

El DTSC raliza comprensivas revisiones tecnicas 
de solicitudes parp permisos para plantas para 
procesar desperdicios peligrosos. En coordinaci6n 
con otras agencias estatales y federales, el personal 
del DTSC que da los permisos investiga la 
sumision del solicitante con las apropiadas 
regulaciones estatales y federales sobre el medio 
ambiente incluyendo La Ley de Calidad 
Arnbiental de California (CEQA). Actualmente, 
Romic esta haciendo un Informe sobre el Impacto 
al Medio Arnbiente (EIR) para conformarse con 
la CEQA. Una vez que se competen toda las 
revisiones, DTSC prepara un permiso en borrador 
para una planta que trata desperdicios peligrosos 
o prop one una negaci6n del permiso. La 
determinacion del permiso propuesta junto con 
el ElR DTSC considerara los comentarios hechos 
por el solicitante, por el publico, 0 por otras 
agendas del goierno antes de hacer la 
determinaci6n final para el permiso. 

EI Proceso para la Participacion del Publico 

DTSC esta en el proceso de preparar un Plan para 
la Participacion del Publico (PPP) para este 
projecto. El PPP documentara las preocupaciones 
de la comunidad y describira las actividades de 
participacion publica que seran realizadas durante 
el proceso de autorizar el permiso y el ElR. DTSC 
hizo entrevistas en la comunidad en abril de 1997 
para recoger informacion para el PPP y el EIR. Una 
vez completada, una copia del PPP sera 
depositada en el repositorio de informacion 
indicado en la pagina siete. 

DTSC tendra periodos para comentarios publicos 
durante puntos tecnicos en el proceso. El publico 
puede expresar sus preocupaciones 0 comentarios 
durante el periodo para comentar en el ElR, y otra 
vez durante la audiencia publica cuando un 
borrador del EIR y la decision sobre el permiso 
son revelados. Se les enviara una respuesta for-
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mal sobre los comentarios a todos los que hicieron 
comentarios y la respuesta sera depositada en el 
repositorio de informaci6n para el publico en gen
eral. Se les informara a los interesados en estos 
periodos para comentarios por varios medios, 
incluyendo correo directo y anuncios en el 
peri6dico. DTSC considerara otras actividades 
adicionales para la participaci6n publica como la 
publicacion de hojas de informaci6n y reuniones 
de la comunidad, si hay suficiente interes. 
Favor de compartir esta informaci6n con los que 
usted piensa pueden estar interesados. El 
cuestionario completado debe ser devuelto a 
DTSC antes del 30 de junio de 1997. Para mas 
informacion sobre el pedido de Romic para un 
permiso para operar una planta para tratar 
desperdicios peligrosos 0 sobre el ElR, llame al: 

HenryChui, 
director del proyecto 

(510) 540-3960 

Claire Best 
la coordinadora para la participacion publica 

(916) 324-2809 

Oscar Porto carrero 
La ofina de Berkeley del DTSC 

El contacto para la comunidad de 
hispanoparlentas 

(510) 540-3951 

El Repositorio de Informacion 

U sted puede repasar los documentos 
pertenecientes al proyecto en dos sitios: 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Contact: Henry Chui 

700 Heinz Ave., Suite 200 
Berkeley, CA 95710 

(510) 540-3960 

San Mateo County Public library 
East Palo Alto Branch 

2415 University Avenue 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

(415) 321-7712 





Generally, the EIR and permit process are conducted conurrently as indicated below. Please note there 
. will be a combined public notice announcing the public comment period for the Draft EIR and permit 

decision and a public hearing to receive public comments on both documents. 

The EIR Process The Permitting Process 

Notice 
of Application 

Preparation 

J I 

Scoping Meetings DTSC Technical Review 
Agency and Public 

I I 

Notice of Completion 
Annouces that a draft EIR is complete 

Determination of Technical Completeness 

I 

Public Notice of draft EIR Public Notice of Draft Permit Decision 

I I 

Public Hearing Public Hearing on Draft Permit Decision 

I I 

Response to Comments Draft Permit notice of decision and 
Response to Comments 

J 
I I 

Notice of Determination Final Permit Decision 

(See over for Spanish translation) 





Community Survey Questionnaire 

Please complete this form and return it to: Ms. Claire Best, Public Participation Specialist, P.O. Box 806, Sacramento, 
CA.95812-0806 by June 30, 1997. (Please use reverse side of this Questionnaire for additional comments.) 

1. How long have you lived in this area? 
_ 0-5 years _ 6-12 years _13-20 years 
_ 21 or more years 

2. Did you previously know that Romie handles and stores hazardous waste? 
___ Yes No 

If yes, where did you acquire your previous knowledge about Romic? 
_ Newspapers _ Neighbors Relatives 

_ Others (please specify): __ -'--_________________________ _ 

3. What is your current level of interest in this site, if any? 
_ No present concerns _ Low to moderate _Moderate to high 

Do you have any specific concerns about this facility? If so, please specify. 

4. Have you had any contact with local, state or other officials regarding this site? 
Yes No 

If yes, what was the nature of this contact? ________________________ _ 

5. What is the best way to provide you with information? 
Fact Sheet _ Community Meetings 

_ Other (please specify): ______________________________ _ 

6. Please advise us how often, or at what points in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and the permitting 
process, you want us to contact you? 

7. Can you suggest anyone else we may want to talk to? 

8. Please make any additional comments that are of concern to you. 

p------------------------------------~ 
Mailing Coupon 

Please place me on the mailing list to receive all future DTSC materials related to this facility. 

Nrune:, ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

AffiIiation: ___________________________________ _ 

Address:, _______________________________________________ ___ 

L ____________________________________ • 



Cuestionario y Encuesta de la Comunidad 

Favor de completar este formulario y devuelvaIo a: Ia srta. Claire Best, EspeciaIista para Ia Participaci6n Publica, P.O. 
Box 806, Sacramento, CA 95812-0806 antes del 30 de junio, 1997. (Favor de usar eI otro lado de este questionario para 
comentarios adicionaIes.) 

1. lHace cuanto tiempo que ha vivido usted en esta area? 

___ 0-5 mos ___ 6-12 mos ___ 13-20 mos 

2. lSabia usted antes que Romic trata y aImacena desperdicios peligrosos? 

___ ,sl __ ~no 

Si usted contesto "sf", ldonde recibio usted anteriormente informacion sobre Romic? 

__ Periodicos __ Vecinos __ Parientes __ Otros (favor de especificar) 

3. lA que punto tiene usted interes en este sitio? 

__ No ten go cuidados aI presente. __ Poco a moderado interes. __ Moderado a alto interes. 

4. lHa tenido usted contacto con oficiales locales, del estado u otros sobre este sitio? 

__ Si __ No 

Si ha tenido contacto, lque rue Ia esencia de este contacto? 

5. lComo podemos darle mas informacion? 

__ Hoja de informacion __ Reuniones en Ia Comunidad 

__ Otros medios (favor de especificar): ________________________ _ 

6. Favor de indicarnos con que frecuencia, 0 en que puntos en el Informe del Impacto sobre el Medio Arnbiente (EIR) 
y en el proceso de autorizar un perrniso, que usted quiere que hagamos contacto con usted? 

7. lPuede usted pensar de otros con quienes tal vez queremos hablar? 

8. Favor de hacer algunos comentarios adicionales sobre este asunto, si usted quiere. 

p------------------------------------. 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Cup6n 

Favor de poner mi nombre en la lista para recibir en el futuro toda la informaci6n de DTSC perteneciente a esta planta. 

I Nombre: _________________________________________________________________ _ 

I 
I Afiliaci6n: _______________________________________ _ 

I 
I D · ., I rrecclon: ____________________________________________________________________ __ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~------------------------------------. 
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MACIEL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

WEDNESDAY 
NOVEMBER 24, 1993 

San Jose mercUt1J News 

1918 mission-style mobile home 
George Maciel watches the historic Jamison 
House being moved along Lafayette Street in 
Santa Clara on Tuesday from Hope Rehabilita-

tion Services property to its new location. where 
Maciel will restore the 2.600-square-foot farm
house, complete with bell tower, as a residence. 

A Lecture Prepared By: 

Michael D. Bethke 
HO!J$inS, loning ena Civil (oeles 
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Tuesdays, January 11 - April 12, 1994 

6 30 9 JO pm 

CTGE "828 
1.4 sessIons 

.1 2 CEUs 
CaGe 00667. Seclion 01 

Pro(e55rono/ Developmenf Center 
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5 J E. Campbell Avenv<.', SUIte I JO, Cornp&.ell 
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AGENDA ITEM 10 FOR 09/15/93 FILE: 1.1559/U.1967/V.2193 (1) 

File: 
Location: 

Applicant: 

Owner: 
Request: 

CURRENT USE/ZONING 
Current Use: 
Current Zoning: 

NEARBY PROPERTY 
North: 
East: 

South: 
West: 

PROPOSAL 

Z.1559/U.1967/V.2193 
4350 Bassett street, a 9,375 square foot lot 
located on the west side of Bassett street, 
between Second Street and Agnew Road 
(APN 104-11-004) 
City of Santa Clara (rezo.ning) 
Craig Mineweaser (use permit/variance) 
George Maciel 
Planning commission initiated Rezoning from B 
(Public) to RI-6L (Single Family Residential): 
Use Permit (house move permit) to relocate an 
existing residential structure to a single 
family zoned lot, and: 
Variance to allow a building height of 29 feet 
where 25 feet is the maximum allowed (for the 
main unit); detached garage height of 14 feet 
where 12 feet is the maximum permitted and 
increased rear yard coverage for a detached 
accessory building (garage) where 40 percent 
is the maximum allowed 

Vacant (former PG&E SUb-station Site) 
RI-6L (Single Family Residential) 

Single Family Residence, Zoned Rl-6L 
Southern Pacific Railroad Tracts and Lafayette 
Street 
Duplex, Zoned R2-7L (Duplex) 
Single Family Residence, Zoned Rl-6L 

The applicant is requesting to move a designated Historically 
Significant residential structure onto a vacant lot within an 
existing Agnew Village residential neighborhood. The existing B 
zone is to be changed to a single family residential designation. 
A variance has been requested to allow for the increased building 
height of this building, as well as to permit increased rear yard 
building coverage and building height for the detached garage to be 
constructed in the rear yard. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
Categorically exempt project, Section 15301 of the CEQA guidelines. 

COMMUNITY IMPACT 
Provides an additional housing unit within the City and is 
compatible with single family use existing in this area. This 
approval also helps to assure the preservation of the structure. 

PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 15, 1993 Mineweaser/Maciel 
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AGENDA :ITEM 10 FOR 09/15/93 F:ILE: Z.1559/U.1967/V.2193 (2) 

GENERAL PLAN 
This area is designated for Single Family residential uses in the 
General Plan. 

STAFF REPORT - SEPTEMBER 15, 1993 
The request to initiate rezoning of the property was considered by 
the Planning Commission on November 18, 1992. At that time the 
Planning Commission agreed to initiate the rezoning, but the file 
was held until the request for the future house move onto this 
property was processed concurrently. 

This structure has been adopted as a Historically Significant 
Property by the Historical and Landmarks Commission (former Jamison 
House - historic resource inventory attached). The existing 
residence is currently stored on the east side of Lafayette Street, 
near the Hope Rehabilitation Services office. It is approximately 
1,945 square feet in size, with a first floor of 1,205 square feet 
and the second floor 740 square feet. The proposed garage for 
four vehicles and workshop space, at 1,295 square feet in size, 
will be new co~struction. Total building site coverage is 29 only 
percent as the lot is 9,375 square feet in area. 

The architect and property owner have taken care to preserve the 
existing residence. The proposed garage is well designed to 
complement the existing eclectic style of the residence. Given the 
existing height of the main structure, the proposed 14 foot height 
of the garage, as well as its overall size, is not out of scale. 
However, given the large size of the lot, the excess rear yard 
building coverage can be avoided by appropriate siting of the 
garage, where up to 40 percent coverage is permitted. In addition, 
the proposed paved area in the rear yard could be reduced with 
relocation of the structure. 

staff is recommending approval of the house move and the variance 
for building heights. However, staff is recommending moving the 
garage a minimum of 5 feet (preferably 8 feet) toward the southerly 
property line to minimize the abundant paving in the rear yard 
area. In addition, staff is recommending the reduction in garage 
depth from 24 feet to 20 feet in order to meet the minimum 40 
percent rear yard coverage. 

The City of San Jose has requested an avigation easement consistent 
with ALUC policies. This has been included as a recommended 
condition of approval. 

STAFF RECOXMENDAT:ION - SEPTEMBER 15, 1993 
Recommend that the Planning Commission find that the proposed 
Planning Commission rezoning from B (Public) to Single Family 
Residential (R1-6L) is in keeping with the purpose intent of the 

PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 15, 1993 Mineweaser/Maciel 
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AGENDA ITEM 10 FOR 09/15/93 FILE: Z.lSS9/0.1967/V.2193 (3) 

zoning Ordinance and General Plan as the proposed zone change will 
conserve property values; protect and 1mprove the existing 
residential character and stability of the area and likewise 
promote the orderly and beneficial development of Agnew Village and 
therefore approve this rezoning request. 

Recommend that the Planning Commission find that the proposed 
variance to permit excess rear yard building coverage for the 
proposed detached garage is not justified given the large size of 
the lot and the options available and therefore deny this variance. 

Recommend that the Planning Commission find that the proposed use 
permit to relocate an existing residential structure to a single 
family zoned lot and the variance to allow a building height of 29 
feet where 25 feet is the maximum allowed (for the main unit) and 
detached garage height of 14 feet where 12 feet is the maximum 
permitted is appropriate and desirable for the public convenience 
and welfare as a measure to protect a significant historic 
structure, meets the intent of the General Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance and will not have an adverse effect on property values or 
on persons working or residing in the area given the large lot area 
and therefore approve these requests. 

In addition to complying with all applicable codes, regulations, 
resolutions and ordinances, the following conditions of approval 
are recommended: 

GENERAL 
1. If relocation of an existing public facility becomes necessary 

due to a conflict with the. developer's new improvements, then 
the cost of the relocation shall be paid for by the 
developer/owner. 

ENGINEERING 
2. Obtain site clearance through Engineering Department prior to 

issuance of any building permit. 

WATER 
3. All sanitary sewer lateral(s), either proposed or existing, 

shall be equipped with a clean-out at the property line. 

FIRE 
4. Provide smoke detectors for dwelling unit per California 

Building Code. 

ELECTRIC 
5. Developer to obtain necessary over height/weight permit and 

coordinate move with Southern Pacific Transportation Company, 
CALTRAIN I Pacific Bell, Pacific Gas & Electric, south Bay 

PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 
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Cable and city of santa Clara Electric Department. 

PLANNING AND INSPECTION 
6. Submit detailed plans to the Planning Division for final 

archi tectural review and approval prior to plan check and 
issuance of building permits. 

7. Obtain required permits and inspections from the Building 
Official and comply with the conditions thereof. 

8. Relocate and or reduce garage area to meet maximum building 
coverage allowances and to reduce paving coverage the 
satisfaction of the City through the architectural review 
process. 

9. File an Avigation Easement with the City of San Jose prior to 
issuance of building permits. 

PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 
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staff present: Arthur Henriques (Staff Liaison) 
Michael Bethke (Assistant Staff Liaison) 

Guests : George Maciel, Victor Markovich, Marie 
Markovich, Lorie Garcia. 

III. Disposition of Minutes 

It was moved by Commissioner High, seconded by 
Commissioner Quinlan and carried by those Commissioners 
present to approve the Historical and Landmarks 
Commission minutes of October 7, 1992. 

IV. Report on city Council and Planning Commission Actions 
Plrtaining to the Historical and Landmarks Commission 

V. 

A. Note City council approved up to $1, 000 to fund 
Commissioner McLemore's attendance at the Preser~ation 
Leadership Conference in Pacific Grove should he be 
selected to attend. 

Mr. Henriques informed the Commission that he and 
Commissioner McLemore will serve as a Staff/Commissioner 
preservationist team representing the City of Santa Clara 
should their application be approved by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. The Commission will be 
notified as soon as the selection process has been 
completed. 

Correspondence 

A. Note that Commissioner McLemore has been appointed to 
serve as a member of the Board of Directors for the Santa 
Clara County Heritage Council. 

It was also noted that Assistant Staff Liaison Michael 
Bethke has been appointed to serve as a new member of the 
Board of Directors for the Santa Clara County Heritage 
Council. 

r;;. Note Use Permit application that is being prepared by 
George Maciel to relocate a historic home (Jamison House) 
that used to be located at 1880 Agnew Road. Mr. Maciel is 
interested in possibly having this structure historically 
inventoried and added to the list of historically 
significant properties. 

Mr. Bethke gave a brief introduction of the issues facing 
Mr. Maciel regarding his attempt to move the old Jamison 
House to a new site located at ~350 Bassett Stre2t. The 

HISTORICAL AND LANDMAaKS COMMISSION MINUTES 
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Jamison house was previously located at 1880 Agnew Road 
and was moved approximately twelve years ago to make way 
for new apartment buildings. The structure was purchased 
by Hope Rehabilitation Services and relocated to its 
present site behind their administrative building next to 
Agnews Redevelopment center on Lafayette Street. The 
house is still temporarily resting on the structural 
support beams used by the house moving company. Mr. 
Maciel has just recently secured an option to buy the 
Jamison House and will be submitting plans to the 
Planning Division for a Conditional Use Permit to 
relocate the structure to his vacant property at 4350 
Bassett Street, which will also have to be rezoned from 
its current zoning of "B" (PubliC/Quasi-Public) to Rl-6L 
(Single Family Residential). 
Ir order to help mitigate some of the strict Uniform 
Building Code (UBC) and/or noise attenuation requirements 
that may be conditioned by the Airport Land Use 
Commission (ALUC) it was proposed that Mr. Maciel should 
request that his property be surveyed and nominated for 
the historical resources inventory. Once approved, this 
property would fall under the jurisdiction of the more 
flexible State Historical Building Code. 
Mr. Maciel briefly spoke about his ten year effort to 
purchase the Jamison House and relocate it to t~le 
property he purchased from P.G.& E. on Bassett street. He 
noted for the Commission that he was firmly d€~~cated to 
relocating and structurally preserving ~he original 
architectural integrity of this historic house. He also 
noted that any new construction of a q~rage or accessory 
structure will be consistent wi th the existing 
Mediterranean Style of the Jamison House. 
The Commission thanked Mr. Maciel for his interest and 
dedication in attempting to preserve this historic home. 
It was moved by Commissioner McLemore I seconded by 
Commissioner Harper and approved by all Commissioners 
present that the Jamison House, which will be relocated 
to 4350 Bassett Street, be added to the list of the 
City's Architecturally or Historically Significant 
Properties. This action was noted with the full support 
of the property owner - George Maciel. 

U
t was noted by Commissioner High that this relocation 

and remodel project should be used as a model example of 
how historic preservation can really benefit both the 
City and property owner. 

C. Note recent conversation with the Santa Clara 
University Architect and status of renewing historic 
inventories of specific campus structures. 

Mr. Bethke informed the Commission that he recently spoke 

HISTORICAL AND LANDMARKS COMMISSION MINUTES 
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OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVAnON 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

ICENTlFICATlON AND LOCATION . 
1. His:oricnarne Floyd JamIson House 

Ser.No. __ _ 
National F.egis:er s:atus ____ _ 
LocaJ desi;nation ____ -_ 

.. 2. Common or C'.Jrrent narne __ G;::.,e::.;o:.;r:...;o::.;e=-.;.M..;.:a::..!c::...:i:...::e::...:l'-'-___________ _ 

.. 3. Number & street 4350 Bassett Street (to be moved to) Cross-c::Jrridor 
Cit'l Santa Clara Vic:inityoniy __ Zip 95054 -c-o-u-nty-~si""a~n~t:-a--,C'MI....,a:-:r:-::a:---

4. UTMzone __ A 10/592340/4138790 8 C ________ D ______ _ 
5. Ouad map No. Pareal No. Other ___________________ _ 

DESCRIPTION Building 6. Property category ______________ If cistric:. number of Oocumented resources ________ _ 
... 7. Sriefly describe the present physical appearance ot me property. induCing condition. boundaries. re/a[eC features. surroundings. and (if a;:oro: .. ;;.:e; 

arci:jte~.:.aJ style. 

The Jamison house is of Transitional Spanish Ecleticstyled architecture. 
The dwelling has a low pitched red tile roof, heavy stucco walls and an 
equally strong chimney with graphic reliefs. T-he front entrance has a 
prominent arched porch roof and a shed roof overhangs two thirds of the 
front elevation. 

Both hipped, gable and flat roofs with bracketed supported tiled parapets 
are used in combination in an irregular, informal pattern. The front 
elevation contains a large palladium window, square beTI tower containing 
arched windows with iron railings along with tile drainage vents protruding 
the stucco wall. The second story windows are a pair of six along six 
casement, wood sash type with wooden shutters. 

8. Planning aoenC'1 
City of Santa Clara 

9. Cwner & address 
~ef'\rge Maciol 
DO Box 321 
Alviso CA Q5002 

Type ot::wnership _--+pJJ.r-"i....lvw;Bwt...:;o=--_ 

11. Present use ---" ..... 1 a .... c..J;al.l.n.ut _____ _ 

Zoning _________ _ 
Demolition/Vandalism/ 

Threats De t 0.,.. ; or B h nn 

.-.J '.'. 942506-:00 1 , 

I · Cvmp~te these items for historic preservation compiianc:a projec:s und~r Sec:ion 106 i30 erM 800). All items mus: be c:::mcleted for his:oric:al rescurc::!s survey tnformation. . 

~ OPR 523 (Rev. 6i90) 





I. :il~TORlpAI..INFORMAnoN 1918 1880 Agnew Road ad 1981 ~, : .. ~4. Conslruc::ion eate(s) C. OriginalloC::llion --:.::;..;;;;...:;.....,;~..;..::..:.:....:.:..::::.::::..:::'... _____ Date mov -------

none known 
, 

.

. " 15. Alteralions & eate 

. unknown ___ u_n_k_n_o_w_n ___________ BUilder ____________________ _ 
Architec:: 

02 (Single Family Property) 
.,~~~~~~~~~m~Q-_-----------______ ----------

II. 
.,;;GNIFiCANCE AND EVA. LUA nON 

Residential Architecture A Agnews ; 18. Context 10r evaluation: Tneme _____________ rea ________________ _ 

Feriod 1 918 Proper.y type _______________ Context ;orrr.aily develepee? ---"v..;::e""s __ _ 

II· . *19. Sriefly disC'.Jss the prtlper!'f's importanca within the context Use histcrical and arC':i:ec::.m;./ anGiysis as appropriate. Compare with similar 
properties. 

IIf 
IIi 

, 

"-
The Jamison House is significant due to its architecture and due to its historical 
association with a well known Santa Clara (Agnew) family of farmers. The 
architecture is important as this residence was considered quite promi~t in an 
area adjacent to predominantly vernacular wooden cottages and Queen Anne cottages 
in the adjacent Agnews Village. Landmark houses of this style are rare in this 
area and this is northern Santa Clara's only example of thi5 style of architecture. 

A 1876 map of the Avnew-area shows the Jamison family owning a tract of land 
just west of the Agnew Village area from where this house was moved. The Jamison 
family (Samuel Jamison) constructed a house on Coffin Road (now Great America 
Parkway) in the 1860s. This house now resides on the Triton Museum grounds 
(Warburton Avenue). Earlier photographs reveal the two water towers associated 
with this structure were demolished when the Agnew Road property was developed. 
The orChards that originally surrounding the Jamison house were pear orchards and 
several of the old time residents remaining remember the many chickens and exotic 

20. £LrJl~ (peacocks. etc.) that the Jamisons raised on their estate, as well. as the ~any 
• 1" 1 . . /. . j, redwood trees (some st III rema tn ) • 
~ orar. IntervIews - Ade lne Velga SIS QUIeto WA-LTE2. 8120WN 

S.C.County Heritage Resource Inventory,P.Pace . 
et al 1975, page 32 r-------------------

'

''A Field Guide to American Houses ~lester* "Sketch ma:::o Show loca~cn:nd bounCciries of ;::r::ee!"~"f in /\ 
, relaoen to near:Jy streets, railways. narurallancmari<s. etc. L N '1 

21. Applicable National Regis:er c:iteria=--________ I Name each feawre. : i 

,
.22. CtrJer recoanition 

S!.a.[e Lancmari< No. (It applhc;,ble) ________ _ 

23. Evaluator J. S i 1 va 
, Cale 01 evaiua:ion _1_o_-_3_o_-_92 _________ _ 

24. Survey:ype Comprehensi ve/Project 

I:::. Survey name Agnew Vi llage 

Related 

1'25. Year form preoared 1992 
By (name) J. :s,....~llr.v-:-:a:-------------

- Crganizalicn Cl ty OT Santa Clara 
Acicress 1 :00 warbur:on Avenue I C;ry & Z:c Santa c1 ara CA 95050 
~hona 498/98 21 -3111 

II *Polk City Directories: 1889, 1911,1912-13. 
1923, 1927, 1930 

1876 Map - Santa Clara 

I --~ST,~E::T--' ;; I I 

I 
4 _. 

.. on. 
_ ( :~ z: ,b:":J -';';.J \ 

- "'" I- !l-_ ~9 ---= ~1' ~ '-
~~u.: .. i~ - ... ,!l' .=.,t':"·!f')e' 

:.,: ~ 2t:--~--~~==~~-z:;~~0; ~ 
- ~ '!' L __________ ,J ... -:.~~-~~ (J") 

.....r :~ -: ".~-- ~t: . . - ;r-.: --- - -e~"" 
_ ~ ~_ :5 __________ ':..! 

~ ~ ~I~ 

I-~ l ; r--~--~~=~;}~-:=j·~~ 
1_ ~ ~ =,- i£. !C_.:.~ •. "~/;-

I~ ; ; i~::~~~-~--~-~~,. I ~~ ~I ~ ,-f ~ ='L'O ~ ... - '::..' ~-;--~----j:: .:.::-

~~~ :~;'I= :~--.. -.=:-- it =~~ i _' I:' 
-~~ 1-_ ~ iC;C{ ':--: "I i-:! I 
I" I ,~ ~ "".:-_. 
- :,.., 1- =-- -- - ':2 .~:..u 
~ - I - ;2; -; .-;/;; :.ri - > r- -. ._,:n, t.I.J 

.J 2 \. ~ ,~ : .: ,. Y ;! I' .. .-;~. .'" L _ .~ 

~~ , , c:, ; =_.'. - , :. -I ::: 
. ~ .... """'"". -~nAr.-· " ..... - '" ! ;~:; .J.. 

< 

'''l 
:; 

-



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

, . .... ,\ 

. . ' .. . . ,' .. :.. ," ...... , .... 
.. ' -~ ~.'" '. 

::; ·--!)~t:; ~~ :.' 
. , 

;:: . -
... ;~., 

.. 
. :.". ! ..... 

. - . 
•• : 6 

.. 

. ' .... . ~ .. 

........ . -. :, 

.. .-, " ..... 

, .. ..... _ .. (0 
.<~. ". . 

. . 
.. ........ , '., . :"'~'. . 

~ " ~., ":. 

" . 
. .. ;~ . 

. , .. . ........ 
. .' -... :: .. ,. -, 

'. ~. - ' .. 

, . 
~·Z 

·0 >.-.. ~ . 

~ 
W 
...Ac 
W~ 

~ 

I-~ 
LL
W~ 
...J~ 



I 
E 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

, . 

.' a. . 

/ 

1 

I 

! ' 

. ,-
. :' i ··~:~·:·~i 

I n 

U , , 
. i ',' , ,I ~ ... ,.;. 

I 
.1 , 

'\ 

!" . . . .. -:-
" , 

i 
-I 

" , .. :. ,: 'ffi3. ' . ',I", ."1 , '.'-.' ~>::--i ':,' . I I ' , 
;..: '. 'J' .:. • \': . ', .. 

. :- ; .. ;.~.' . ". " 

J.' -. "' 

f ~ .. , ... ': _ . . ,' . . . , ' , 

. ~:'~."~:"'~:':"'- ~ .. .. 
., . 

, [t::::t:1 ===============:=lii!' 

: . ~.,':.:.. " 



i 
. ~ I 

~======F======~Y=='~ w- JIi 

-

./~ .~~ II 
.~ I! 

~. 

= 

.. . ~:~. . . . 

I 
I. 

~:':. III 
" III 

..!. 
o 
o 

I Cl 
I~ 
, ::l 
I ' • ...J 

I 'i 
, '" I .. 
',.) 
I -

..t . . 
i .,. 
i 



I: ,. 
I 

• , , 
i' i , 

I ". 
-I 
I 
I 

) 

I \ 

i . '" ~ 
I . I~;r 

I \l... , X 
I I t:i 
II 

i . 
I 1 • 
: • I t 

- . -

I 

DODD 
, . 



• 
II 
II 
II 

9. !JEMS SET FOR HEARING: 
George Maciel: Oy.rrul.d Planning commission and approved 
a variance to allow a detached accessory building (garage) 
to exceed the 40 percent rear yard building coverage at 
4350 Bassett Street [Item 10 9/15/93 V.2193 
(Z.1559/U.1967 - previously reviewed related tiles)] • 

10. WRITTEN PETITIONS: 

11. BOARDS AND COMMIS,SIONS FOR ACTION: 

12. REPORTS BY PROFESSIONAL CONTRACTORS/CONSULTANTS: 

13. CONSENT ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION: 

14. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS: 

15. REPORT - CITY CLERK: 

16. REPORT - CITY ATTORNEY: II CITY ATTORNEY A. Approved the settlement agreement in connection with 
Caputo vs. . JH Squared« ,t 21.1. I San Francisco Superior 
Court Case No. 923973. 
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17. REPORT - DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
DIR PUB WaRES A. Continued to October 12, 1993 the report and 

recommendations regarding the Santa Clara University 
students request that the no parking restrictions on 
Market Street between Lafayette Street and The Alameda 
stay in place from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on weekdays with 
weekends and holidays excluded. 

18. REPORT - CITY MANAGER: 
DIR PLANNING 0) Set Tuesday, October 26, 1993 at 5:30 p.m. for a Study 

Session on the city Lands and for authorization to invite 
the Planning commission to participate. 

CITY ATTORNEY B. Denied Police Chief's request for lower fines for parking 
POLICE CHIEF in disabled stalls and for blocking disabled access ramps; 

adopted Resolution No. 5850 establishing parking penalties 
and adopting state established penal ties for parking in or 
blocking disabled parking stalls and ramps. 

DIR FINANC! C. continued to october 12, 1993 the request for a budget 
transfer in the amount of $130,300 to fund the Storm Drain 
utility Enterprise Fund through December 31, 1993. 

DIR ~INANCB D. Approyed budget transfers totalling $758 for the purchase 
of an attendant monitoring device and a refurbished 24 
button telephone for the Finance Department. 

DIR PARKS E. Authorized the attendance of the Parks and Recreation 
Commissioners at the NRPA Congress for Recreation and 
Parks on October 21-25, 1993 in San Jose and ,pproved a 
budget transfer of $805 to cover the costs. 
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