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Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance 
-Purpose 

(a)To increase the supply of affordable housing by allowing accessory dwelling units 
(also known as second units) in conformance with Government Code Section 65852.2 
to be established on lots zoned for single-family or multiple-family dwellings and 
containing a single-family dwelling;  
(b) To establish standards for the development and occupancy of accessory dwelling 
units to ensure that they are compatible with neighboring uses and structures, 
adequately equipped with public utility services, do not result in negative traffic or 
public safety impacts, and are safe for human occupancy; and  
(c) To restrict or prohibit accessory dwelling units which create unreasonable traffic, 
safety, privacy or other adverse impacts, and to prevent adverse impacts on any real 
property listed in the California Register of Historic Places.  
 



Accessory Dwelling 
Unit Ordinance-History 

2003-State passed legislation requiring ministerial 
review of second units 
2013-2014-Garage/Conversion Task Force-reduced 
setbacks; reduced lot size of units. 
Our Housing Element goal is to approve 8 accessory 
dwelling units a year. Since 2014 we have approved 36 
accessory dwelling units. 



Accessory Dwelling 
Unit Ordinance-
Additional Utility 

-Rental Income 
-Living Space for Families 
-A form of affordable housing 



Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance 
-Attached/Detached 



Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance 
-Minimum Requirements 

(a) Lot Size-Minimum lot size for a detached unit-5,500; detached unit-7,500 
(b) Occupancy Restriction-Property owner must reside in one of the two units. 
(c) Unit size-700 square feet. Can increase to 1,000 square feet with larger lots. 
(d) Parking-1 parking space for the second unit in addition to the requirements for 

the house.  
(e) Open Space-750 square feet of open space must be located in the rear of the lot. 
(f) Setbacks-reduced by City Council the past 10 years.  
6 feet from the rear and from the house and 3 feet along the sides. 

 



Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance 
-Task Force End Products 

-Identify ways to streamline the process. 

-Preparation of an Accessory Dwelling Unit Manual 

-Additional fact sheets to further assist customers with the process 
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Sections:  

 

 

Section 6425. - Purpose of chapter. 
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The purposes of this chapter are:  

(a)  

To increase the supply of affordable housing by allowing accessory dwelling units (also known as second units) in 

conformance with Government Code Section 65852.2 to be established on lots zoned for single-family or multiple-family 

dwellings and containing a single-family dwelling;  

(b)  

To establish standards for the development and occupancy of accessory dwelling units to ensure that they are compatible 

with neighboring uses and structures, adequately equipped with public utility services, do not result in negative traffic or 

public safety impacts, and are safe for human occupancy; and  

(c)  

To restrict or prohibit accessory dwelling units which create unreasonable traffic, safety, privacy or other adverse impacts, 

and to prevent adverse impacts on any real property listed in the California Register of Historic Places.  

(Ord. No. 407, Exh. A), 1-17-2017)  

Section 6426. - Definition. 
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Accessory dwelling unit. The term "accessory dwelling unit," or "accessory unit" as used in this chapter, means a separate 

dwelling unit providing complete independent living facilities for one or more persons containing living, sleeping, kitchen 

and sanitation facilities which are defined as a partial bathroom (a water closet, sink or a toilet) or a full bathroom (water 

closet, sink and a toilet). An existing single-family residence may be converted to an accessory unit in conjunction with the 

development of a new main dwelling unit on the site and in conformity with the development standards for a new accessory 

unit as set forth in Section 6429 of this chapter. Subject to the restrictions contained in this chapter, an accessory unit may 
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