
East Palo Alto 
Opportunity to Purchase Act



Interpretation



Agenda
Welcome/Introduction 

Presentation Focuses on Three Scenarios 

30 Minute Question and Answer Period
• Questions shall be specific to operational 

issues/clarifications 

Community Feedback 
• Any participant may speak for up to 1 minute

Next Steps 



Welcome/Introduction 
Introduction

Purpose of tonight’s Meeting

Ground Rules 

Clarification Regarding Correspondence Received to 
Date



Purpose of Tonight’s Meeting
Provide More Information on EPA OPA

Answer questions on operational aspects of OPA

Solicit Feedback from stakeholders

Staff will consider feedback/comments leading up to 
the City Council meeting on December 7th



Ground Rules
Safe space

Please no hostile/aggressive language  



Clarification Regarding 
Correspondence Received to Date
Received 41 emails regarding OPA since 11/16 

Staff will acknowledge receipt of all emails by close of 
business on Friday 

All correspondences will be forwarded to the City Council 
and uploaded to the City’s website prior to the 
December 7th meeting

Recently, City Council directed the City Manager to 
complete a Language Access Plan (LAP) in 2022. 



At November 16 City Council meeting*, 
staff were directed to:
• Remove the appraisal requirement 

for (non-owner-occupied) single 
family dwellings

• Add confidentiality language
• Host a community meeting to hear 

feedback from the public

*a note on “waiving the first reading”

City Council Direction



OPA Policy Overview
For background, see www.cityofepa.org/housing and select “East Palo Alto 
Opportunity to Purchase Act (EPA OPA)”

http://www.cityofepa.org/housing


OPA Policy Overview –Scenario Zero

Owner-Occupied Single-Family Dwelling: 
EPA OPA does NOT apply!



OPA Policy Overview –Scenario 1
Non-Owner-Occupied Single-Family Dwelling with Tenant

Absentee
Single-Family 

Dwelling Owner 
Decides to Sell

Notice of 
Intent to Sell

Statement of 
Interest

I'm
Interested!

Official
Offer

Right of First Offer 
by Tenant, 
Qualified 

Nonprofit & City

Owner 
Decides

No

Yes

Third-Party 
Offer

Match
Third-Party

Offer

Closing



OPA Policy Overview – Scenario 2
Non-Owner-Occupied Single-Family Dwelling, No Tenant

Absentee
Single-Family 

Dwelling Owner 
Decides to Sell

Notice of 
Intent to Sell

Statement of 
Interest

I'm
Interested!

Official
Offer

Right of First 
Offer by Qualified 
Nonprofit & City

Owner 
Decides

No

Yes

Third-Party 
Offer

Match
Third-Party

Offer

Closing



OPA Policy Overview – Scenario 3

Multi-Family 
Dwelling Owner 
Decides to Sell

Statement of 
Interest

I'm
Interested!

Disclosure 
Package

Official
Offer

Right of First 
Offer by 

Qualified 
Nonprofit & City

No

Yes

Match
Third-Party

Offer

Optional 
Appraisal

Multifamily Dwelling

Notice of 
Intent to Sell

Owner 
Decides

Third-Party 
Offer

Closing



Question & Answer



Please use "Raise Hand" feature to ask questions or make comment.
Levante la mano en Zoom para hacer preguntas o hacer comentario.

Public Comment – 1 minute



Next Steps

Staff Office Hours

Dates available on website

Gather policy input from 
members of the community.

Community Feedback

July 2021 - Dec. 2021

Introduce EPA OPA as anti-
displacement tool and collect 

community input to build a policy 
together.

Submit policy comments at:
housing@cityofepa.org

Comments will help to inform 
staff recommendations for 

December 7

City Council Hearings

Nov. 16 & Dec. 7

Present proposed Ordinance 
to City Council and gather 

further input.

All emails received will be 
posted and forwarded to City 

Council.

For more information, visit: 
www.cityofepa.org/housing

mailto:housing@cityofepa.org
http://www.cityofepa.org/housing


Thank you!
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