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Community Policing

407.1 COMMUNITY POLICING OVERVIEW
What is Community Policing?

Community policing is a value system which permeates a police department, in which the primary
organizational goal is working cooperatively with individual citizens, groups of citizens, and both
public and private organizations to identify and resolve issues which potentially effect the livability
of specific neighborhoods, areas, or the city as a whole. Community-based police departments
recognize the fact that the police cannot effectively deal with such issues alone, and must partner
with others who share a mutual responsibility for resolving problems.

Community policing stresses prevention, early identification, and timely intervention to deal
with issues before they become unwieldy problems. Individual officers tend to function as
general-purpose practitioners who bring together both government and private resources to
achieve results. Officers are encouraged to spend considerable time and effort in developing
and maintaining personal relationships with citizens, businesses, schools, and community
organizations.

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2019/12/20, All Rights Reserved. Community Policing - 1
Published with permission by East Palo Alto Police
Department



