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Know Your Rights!  
 

How can you prepare yourself in case of an encounter with 
immigration (“ICE”) agents? 

 

This document is designed to provide practical and useful information, but it is not legal advice.  If you need legal 
advice or other expert assistance, seek the services of a competent professional. 

 

1. Memorize the phone numbers of two adults you trust who can easily answer the telephone and 
help you.  
 

2. All minors should have a plan for substitute caregiving in case a current caretaker becomes 
unavailable. Plans should include school pick-up and drop-off. 
 

3. If you see immigration agents (“ICE” agents) or if they approach you, do not 
run away, do not give false names or false identities, or resist arrest. This 
may give immigration a reason to question you. Just stay silent or say only, “I 
want to talk to my lawyer.”   

 
4. You do not have to open your door or let immigration agents enter your 

home. If immigration comes to your door, stay silent and tell those with you 
to stay silent; you do not have to open the door. Immigration cannot enter 
your home without an order (search warrant) signed by a judge.  
 

5. Remain silent, do not lie, and do not say anything without your attorney present. You do not have 
to give immigration your name, birthplace, legal status, or date of birth. Do not lie. If you need to 
say something, say only, “I want to talk to my lawyer.” 
 

6. If you are arrested by immigration, ask to speak to your attorney. You should 
always carry your attorney’s name and phone number.  
 

7. Do not sign any documents without consulting your immigration attorney.  
 

8. Always carry your attorney’s business card, copies of immigration approval 
documents (including green card or work permit if you have them), and a “My 
Rights Card” to remind you of your rights.  

 
9. If you have a court hearing, it is important to attend the hearing. If you do not attend an 

immigration court hearing, the immigration judge can enter a deportation order without you there, 
which could make you a target for ICE.  
 

10. If you ever miss a court hearing or if you receive a deportation order, call your immigration 
attorney immediately. To check court information, you can call 1-800-898-7180, press “2” for 
Spanish instructions, and type in your nine-digit “A number.”  
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Family Preparedness Plan 

KIND is an organization that helps children in their immigration cases.  Parents or other adult caretakers 
of a child may wish to make emergency plans in case they are separated from the child. Here are some 
suggestions that may be helpful for parents and adult caretakers: 
 
1. Make a family preparedness plan: Talk to the family members and friends you trust, to ask if they 

are willing to help if you are separated from the child you are caring for.  You may wish use fill out 
an information sheet to make a list of these trusted individuals and their contact information.  You 
may also want to make a list of important biographic, medical, legal, and school documents for your 
child and gather the information to place in a safe place.  Make sure the child, trusted family 
members, and the child’s attorney has the information sheet with the child’s emergency contacts 
and knows how to access and find the child’s important documents. 

 
2. Talk to your attorney:  If you have an attorney, contact the attorney to talk about family 

preparedness and emergency plans in case you are separated from the child you are caring for.  The 
attorney may be able to help you with planning or filling out forms that may help ensure that the 
child is taken care of in your absence. Make sure your attorney has the list of trusted individuals and 
their contact information. 

 
3. Find referrals for organizations that help with family preparedness plans: If you do not have an 

attorney or your attorney cannot help you with the family emergency plan, ask KIND or your child’s 
pro bono attorney for a referral to an organization that helps adults with family preparedness and 
emergency planning in case you are separated from the child you are caring for.    

 
4. Know Your Rights: Contact local community-based non-profits and legal services agencies to find 

free “Know Your Rights” or information sessions about your rights if you encounter ICE, family 
preparedness, and safety planning.  You may want to review “Know Your Rights” documents that 
are available and carry card-sized versions of these cards on your person in case you encounter ICE.   
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INFORMATION SHEET (complete one for each child), Page 1 
  Keep information in a safe place and make sure your designated caregivers and all family members (including children) can find this 

information  

 

CHILD’S INFORMATION 

Child’s Name  

Date of Birth  

Child’s Phone & Email  

Child’s Address  

Child’s Alien Number  

FAMILY/CARETAKER CONTACTS 

Parent/Caretaker #1 Name  

Parent/Caretaker #1 Relationship to Child  

Parent/Caretaker #1 Alien Number  

Parent/Caretaker #1 Cell Phone & Email  

Parent/Caretaker #1 Home Address  

Parent/Caretaker #1 Employer Name  

Parent/Caretaker #1 Work Address & Phone  

Parent/Caretaker #2 Name  

Parent/Caretaker #2 Relationship to Child  

Parent/Caretaker #2 Alien Number  

Parent/Caretaker #2 Home Address  

Parent/Caretaker #2 Cell Phone & Email  

Parent/Caretaker #2 Employer Name  

Parent/Caretaker #2 Work Address & Phone  

Sibling Names (Ages) & Contact Information  

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

Emergency Contact #1 Name  

Emergency Contact #1 Relationship to Child  

Emergency Contact #1 Address  

Emergency Contact #1 Cell Phone & Email  

Emergency Contact #1 Employer Name  

Emergency Contact #1 Work Address & Phone  

Emergency Contact #2 Name  

Emergency Contact #2 Relationship to Child  

Emergency Contact #2 Address  

Emergency Contact #2 Cell Phone & Email  

Emergency Contact #2 Employer Name  

Emergency Contact #2 Work Address & Phone  

Other Emergency Contact Names & Phone  
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INFORMATION SHEET for ________________________________________, Page 2 
 

SCHOOL/CARE CENTER INFORMATION 

School/Care Center Name  

School/Care Center Address  

School/Care Center Number  

Teacher’s/Care Center Contact’s Name  

Teacher’s/Care Center Contact’s Phone & Email  

Afterschool Program Information  

 

MEDICAL INFORMATION 

Allergies  

 

Medical Conditions  

 

Medications  

 

Doctor’s Name  

Doctor’s Phone Number  

Doctor’s Address  

Doctor’s Health Insurance Company & Policy No.  

Dentist’s Name  

Dentist’s Phone Number  

Dentist’s Address  

Dentist’s Health Insurance Company & Policy No.  

Mental Health Services Contact Info  

Case Manager & Social Worker Contact Info  

 

 

 

ATTORNEY INFORMATION 

Child’s Attorney’s Name  

Child’s Attorney’s Contact Info  

Parent/Caretaker #1’s Attorney’s Name  

Parent/Caretaker #1’s Attorney’s Contact Info  

Parent/Caretaker #2’s Attorney’s Name  

Parent/Caretaker #2’s Attorney’s Contact Info  

CAR/VEHICLE MODEL 

Car Owner’s Name  

Car Make/Model  

License Plate Number  

Car Insurance Company & Insurance Policy No.  
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Checklist of Documents 
Keep information in a safe place and make sure your designated caregivers and all family members (including children) can find 

this information 

  
CHILD’S GENERAL INFORMATION   
⎕ Children’s Birth Certificates  
⎕ Children’s Passports  
⎕ Copy of any identification cards (Driver’s License, Social Security Card, ITIN) 
⎕ Marriage certificate (if applicable)     
 
DESIGNATED CARETAKER DOCUMENTS 
⎕ Designated Caretaker documents (Affidavit of Non-parent relative or Power of Attorney) (if 

applicable) 
⎕ Medical Consent  
 
CHILD’S MEDICAL DOCUMENTS 
⎕ Medical Consent  
⎕ Children’s vaccination records  
⎕ Important medical documents if your child has a health problem/disability  
⎕ List of children’s medications and allergies 
⎕ Copy of children’s health insurance cards  
⎕ Copies of relevant children’s medical and mental health records 
 
CHILD’S LEGAL DOCUMENTS  
⎕ Child’s immigration documents (immigration court documents, copies of immigration 

petitions/applications, approval notices, old work permits)  
⎕ Parents’/Caretakers’ immigration documents (immigration court documents, copies of 

immigration petitions/applications, approval notices, old work permits)  
⎕ Child Custody documents (if applicable)  
⎕ Notarized permission for guardian to travel outside the US with your child (if applicable) 
⎕ Protective Orders (if applicable)  
⎕ Parents’/Caretakers’ birth certificates 
⎕ Criminal history documents  
 
OTHER DOCUMENTS 
⎕ School enrollment, report cards, diploma/GED, scholarship documents 
⎕ Benefits documents 
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at checkpoints and w
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.S. (including at airports).  
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•	
You	have	the	right	to	rem

ain	silent.	If	you	w
ish	to	exercise	

that right, say so out loud.
•	
You	have	the	right	to	refuse	to	consent	to	a	search	of	yourself,	
your car or your hom

e.
•	
If	you	are	not	under	arrest,	you	have	the	right	to	calm

ly	leave.
•	
You	have	the	right	to	a	law

yer	if	you	are	arrested.	A
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have constitutional rights.
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D
o stay calm

 and be polite.
•	

D
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ith or obstruct the police.
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o not lie or give false docum
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ily in case you are arrested.
•	
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ber the details of the encounter.
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your rights have been violated. 
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Stay calm
. D

on’t run. D
on’t argue, resist or obstruct the police, 

even if you are innocent or police are violating your rights. K
eep 

your hands w
here police can see them

.

A
sk if you are free to leave.	If	the	officer	says	yes,	calm

ly	and	
silently	w

alk	aw
ay.	If	you	are	under	arrest,	you	have	a	right	to	know
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You have the right to rem
ain silent and cannot be punished for 

refusing	to	answ
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ish	to	rem
ain	silent,	tell	the	

officer	out	loud.	In	som
e	states,	you	m

ust	give	your	nam
e	if	asked	

to identify yourself.

You do not have to consent to a search of yourself or your 
belongings, but police m

ay “pat dow
n” your clothing if they suspect 

a	w
eapon.	You	should	not	physically	resist,	but	you	have	the	right	

to	refuse	consent	for	any	further	search.	If	you	do consent, it can 
affect you later in court.
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car, turn on the internal light, open the w
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 police your driver’s license, registration and 
proof of insurance.  

If an officer or im
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igration agent asks to look inside your car, 
you can refuse to consent to the search. B

ut if police believe your 
car contains evidence of a crim

e, your car can be searched w
ithout 

your consent.  

B
oth drivers and passengers have the right to rem

ain silent.	If	
you	are	a	passenger,	you	can	ask	if	you	are	free	to	leave.	If	the	
officer says yes, sit silently or calm

ly leave. Even if the officer says 
no, you have the right to rem
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You have the right to rem
ain silent and do not have to discuss 

your im
m

igration or citizenship status w
ith police, im

m
igration 

agents	or	any	other	officials.	You	do	not	have	to	answ
er	questions	

about	w
here	you	w

ere	born,	w
hether	you	are	a	U

.S.	citizen,	or	how
	

you entered the country. (Separate rules apply at international 
borders and airports, and for individuals on certain nonim
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igrant 

visas, including tourists and business travelers.)

If you are not a U
.S. citizen and an im
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igration agent requests 

your im
m

igration papers, you m
ust show

 them
 if you have them
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ith you. If	you	are	over	18,	carry	your	im
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YO

U
R

 R
IG

H
TS

 H
AV

E 
B

EE
N

 V
IO

LA
TE

D

R
em

em
be

r:
 p

ol
ic

e 
m

is
co

nd
uc

t 
ca

nn
ot

 b
e 

ch
al

le
ng

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
st

re
et

. 
D

on
’t 

ph
ys

ic
al

ly
 

re
si

st
 

of
fic

er
s 

or
 

th
re

at
en

 
to

 
fil

e 
a 

co
m

pl
ai

nt
.  

W
ri

te
 d

ow
n 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 y

ou
 r

em
em

be
r,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
of

fic
er

s’
 b

ad
ge

 
an

d 
pa

tr
ol

 c
ar

 n
um

be
rs

, w
hi

ch
 a

ge
nc

y 
th

e 
of

fic
er

s 
w

er
e 

fr
om

, a
nd

 
an
y	
ot
he
r	
de
ta
ils
.	
G
et
	c
on
ta
ct
	i
nf
or
m
at
io
n	
fo
r	
w
itn
es
se
s.
	I
f	
yo
u	

ar
e 

in
ju

re
d,

 t
ak

e 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

s 
of

 y
ou

r 
in

ju
ri

es
 (

bu
t 

se
ek

 m
ed

ic
al

 
at

te
nt

io
n 

fir
st

).

Fi
le

 a
 w

ri
tt

en
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

 w
ith

 th
e 

ag
en

cy
’s

 in
te

rn
al

 a
ffa

ir
s 

di
vi

si
on

 
or
	c
iv
ili
an
	c
om
pl
ai
nt
	b
oa
rd
.	I
n	
m
os
t	c
as
es
,	y
ou
	c
an
	fi
le
	a
	c
om
pl
ai
nt
	

an
on

ym
ou

sl
y 

if 
yo

u 
w

is
h.

   

Ca
ll

 y
ou

r 
lo

ca
l A

CL
U

 o
r 

vi
si

t w
w

w
.a

cl
u.

or
g/

pr
ofi

lin
g.
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